










I\IETITODS OF DEALING 'IYITIT DEI,INQUENT CITILDREN 33
security for the bond furnished by the mother, they did hot assist in the eourt
act i0D.

Oll JaDuary 16 Jack's case $as brought before the superior court. He was
lr,presentecl bl' an attorney appointed by the court and pleaded " NoIo con-
tendere." IIe \yas convicted of " jui.enile delinquency " and released on $50O
bail. On Feblualy 1,8 his case was {inally clisposed of ; he x'as placed on
plobatioD, to report $-eelilJi until the Septenber tenn of court.

On September 10 thc plobation ofiiccr', l 'ho had rnzrde no home visits but
hacl had rveekly ofiice reports frorn tlre boy, reported to the court that although
Jack had repof ted sorueu'h l t  i r legular ly  he exctrsed th is on accourr t  of  the
bo.v 's age and recornrnended c l ischrrge f rom probat ion.

The court expericrrce eviclently uraclc little irnpression on Jack. The thing
he remembers with perllaps rnost vividuess is the overnlght detention in the
police station, This also rnade a considerable impression on tr[rs. S., espe-
cially as she was not notilied of the anest until tlre follorving morriing, and
also as her " Iittle boy " by leason of his arrest and detention was deprived of
both suppel aud bleakfast. She thinks the experience " learned him a lesson,"
so fal as stealilg is coticelned, but rhat it did not help his conduct in general.
She still worries about hin.

Sam rvas not intert'ielred, but from interviews with his urother and his
school principal, antl frorn infounrrtion concerning the delinquency of both
l,.oys, the follorving story \yas obirined :

Sam's palents are separated, aDd he lives rvith his mother, tx'o older brothei:s,
t$.o older sisters, and brother-inlarv. Last J'ear he was excused from school
attendancc because of poor health follon'ing an accident.

Sam rvas 14 years of age at the tinie of the offelse. His experience was prac-
tically the sarne as Jack's, and his court recortl is like his frienrl's except that
the bail |equcsted in his case wns $1,000 r-atlrer tlran $500. His probation
Ieport reads as follow,q:

" Samuel X. has fulfilled, with tire utmost punctuality and scrupulous care,
the terms of his probation as laid dorvl by your honorable court aild seems in
evefy \\'ay to hare learrred a valuable lesson by his experience. I am therefore
lcconmendirig his di.lcharge from probation."

'I'he commeuts of Sam's -scirool lrrincipal rre in'teresting. Ht: considers Sam
" the victini of s'home'r'cr ire hlrppeus to L)e \vith," and has noticed that Sam
lr lefers the complnl '  of  o l t ler  boys and is  e:rs i l1 let l  by ther l .  l le  a lso considers
Sarn rncrrtally deficiclrt, aDd itlthouglr lie lias lrluced him in the seyenth grade,
Le did so melel; to keep him in a c itss \yith boys of liis own age and size.

As no mental tests ha\-e becn give;r to Saur, it is impossible to say 'whether
Le is really dclicicnt ol melely letarded by illness, or to decide 'lrhether, in his
edvcnture rrith Jack, he was allorving hirnself to be led by a youuger boy or
rvas himself the leader. l'he pt'obation ofiicer gives no irelp on this point. He
seerns not to have realized that punctual reporting during the probationary
1;eriod is in itself rto indic:rtion that a child has made progress but may, on the
colltlary, inclicate that llarticulrirly pathetic type of mental deficiency whiclt
l l rakes certn iu peolr le do fa i th iu l ly 'wl tatever t l icy are to ld to do but  leaves
thern incaprtble of detelrDiring Nhether $'hat the)i have been told to do is right
or \r'rong. It is just such persons rvho are most in need of guidance and
supervision.

EARL I(.
Nat ive  wb l te ;  f la rcn ts  na t ive  s .h i te .
.q.ge rt t jrne of ofterrsc, 17.
I \ !un i r r i l raL  cour t ,  I reb |u i l rJ  2 t ,1928:  S tea l iDg;  bound over  to  super io r  cour r .
tr ' f,rni]J at t ime of disposition : I iather dead. uother remarried. Darl l lving ln

boar(l ins horre as State \Yalrd.

Earl is a tall, thiri, fairly hcalthy-looliing boy. At the time of the interview
he wrs rvorking in a shop, dlessed in kliaki shirt and bleeches and high boots.
IIis rnanner $'os courteous and plea-sant, but fuII of cautious and deliberate
reserve.

Eirrl became a \yard of the State departlrent of public rvelfare rvhen ne
rvas 14 J'elrrs of age. FIis father's deatli ard his mother's remarriage having
left hiln homeless, the State boarded liiru rvith his aunt. He sta;'ed x'ith irer
trbout a Jear ancl rvas then transferred to a rural boarding home'lvhere he
s-as able to ealn ruost of his board by helping rvith farm 'work. After he
bad finished tlre ninth grade he Ieft school, I{e wanted to go or with a trade
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or technical school course; but, as the to\\-n iligh school offered onll- comnelcisl
and college-preiraratory corlrses and as he knel- of no n'ay of gcti.rug to :t
trade school. he coutinued l-orliirrg on tire lalrl.

In February, 1928, a cottrge ol n lalie rtelr ltis board.ng hop" rt'lt bloiien
into and various article-!, anong theD a rifle, r'ere stolen. Suspiciorr fell on
trtrarl, because he rvas said to have been seen near thc c{-)ttirgo at the ti',ue
of the burglary and also becluse he $'zrs liDo\\n to h:tve a rifle. 'Ihe boJ' \yts
arrested ard detained in the to'n'n lock-up for one night, to be alraignctl tlre
follorving day.

According to one of  the -spectators,  the hear lng nas arrarrged for  rhc:r f ter ' -
noon in order to enable rnole people to atteDd ; and $'iren the (:()ult Lilorll bi'citme
too crorvded for comfort. the ploceetl.ugs wel'e irrljoui'Dod to the to\yli hall.
When Earl rvas brought in sorne one sliouted, " Iiere cornes the glry that stule
the gun,"  and the c lond becarne thoroughl) ' in te lested alc l  exci l .ec l .  I l t r r l  re l t
at a disadvalltage because he had no ln\\:yer, but he defended llinrself as best
he could, attenlpting to prove that he \\-ils Dot on the prelniscs at the tiure of
the burglary tlrrd that tho rifle rfitir n']rich he lrad bcr.rr seerr $-|1s his o\\'n.
His boarding parerlt also testified to liis general good conduct. IJut the judge,
being unconvinced of  the boy's jnnocence. l rotut i  the c i tse ol 'et '  to the gr l ld
jury,  and on f i t t r l ings of  probable cause Etr i 's  case c&me belore th i :  sul re l i r ) r
court. IIe x'as defendcd by zr lan-yer in the superior coult and tirc case \yas
dismissecl.

After the trial Earl retumed to hls boarcling parent, rl'ho liclpcd hirn
flnd a job in a factoly and a boal'ding horne near' hi.s 5'ol'k.

Eall is nos- lealning to se\r rnattresses; he tlriiri;s thlt he learns slorvly, blt
he l ikes the rvork.  I ' Ie ear ls $12 a l 'cel i .  ernd out  ot '  t i r rs  l te pays $T fo i ' l roard,
buys his clothes, speuds a little for mor-ies, nrrd -qrrt.s tlre resl . IIe is holting.
to save enough to enable him to go to an autornobile trtdc -cchool rrithin the
next year or two.

He lilies to read. and takes books and magazines, mostly of adveilture, from
the to\\'n library.

In sperking of  h is e\per ience l l la l l  sai r l .  "  I 've a lu 'a1-s l roen uspd l ig l r t  exr :opt
*'hen -qome one lied about me." Ile feels tllat although his case $.as di-smissed,
he is still under suspicion in tho contutunit.r-. '-L'his douiitiess accounts itr lirrt
for his reserve.

EENBY B.
Nat ive whi te;  parents whi te.
Ase at time of offcnse. 14.
\ Iunic ipal  court , - j \pr i - l  l , -1t :7- :  St€al ing;  p laced on probat ion for  remrinder ot
_  sc l r oo l  yea r .  ) ^ I a5  6 ,  19 -1 i :  S_ loa l i ng :  co r l rm l r l pd  t o  S r ; r i e  schoo l  f o r  U , , . r " .
F rm i l . v  r t  l lme_o f  d i s l , os i l i on  :  \ \ ' i do r r , ' d  mo r l r , . r .  l l r o t hc r  |  : .  s i s re | s  t { 1 ,  l i ,  g r r r nd_

mot j lcr ,  a ld bfothcr- in- la1v (husband of  s iste,r  lC) Jt  honre.

flenry is a heavy-set, rather good-Iooking boy. IIe seems to take great
pride in his appearance. IIis pelsonality is pleasirrg, and in conycrs:rtiorr he
seerns bright and alert.

I{enr1's father was a hard drinker and a dlug addict. tr'rom tirlc to tirle
be had spells during \\hich he rvould go off alone like a tramp or irobo. Ttvice
he was a patient at the State irospital for the irrsane, wher.e his clse was
diagnosed as " pathological intoxication." TIle immediate cause of his denth
was not reported.

n'or the past 10 years llenly's mother has been the rnain n'agc-e:rnrer ilt the
family. She has been emDloJ'ed tegularly during tliis tirne as a cashier. She
is a young-Iooking \vomall, attractivo tnt] refiletl, urrd $.as spoken c;f higliiy
by the various Dersons intervierved iD conrreetiorr \fith the case. l'he 17-1ezil-
old sister is a telephone operator and al-so contributes to the family incomt:.

Henry always enjoye(l out-of-door life. FIe q'a-q farniliar rvith bilds and
trees, and he liked to hike in the rvoods. Although he was in the seventh
grade at the age of 14, he never likecl school; his clirssroorD concluct rras goor.l,
but frequently he plaled truant in order to go trampiDg-sleepillg irr the rvoods
and living the life of a hobo. IIis school plincipal atti' ibuted these " spelIs "
to the fact that, through his mother's ernployment, he had becn left too unrch
10 his own devices, thus not receiving proper training, :rnd to tlie fact thnt his
fathcr  was known to have had s imi lar  tenr lencies.  But  nci ther t i re pr incipal
nor the teacher eYer maLle any effolt to c()ulter':rct these teudellcios.

The police hacl knorvn Henry as a tluant aud " runlrvay " for scvelal 1'eitr.s.
They had brought him before tile chief for lectures and rvlrnings, but, because
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1VIETHODS OF DEAI-ING WITIT DELINQUENT CEILDREN 35
of the high standards of the family, they had kept him out of court as long
as they po,rsibiy could. They rnade no attempt to study his behavior, his hom€
life, or hi-q recleational intet'ests ancl resoui'ces; and no elfort to guide and
direct  h is interests into legi t i rnate channels.

In Aplil, 1927, Henry and a fer. othet' bo5-s broke into a house and took some
kitchen utensils which the,r u,qed as drums ancl cyurbals in a street parade,
X'or this Ilenry was adjudgcd guilty of larceny in the municipal court and
placed on probation for the rest of the schoot year.

IIe reported -several times to his probation oincer; but as the latter never
made a home visit and never spent much time with him, they scarcely became
acquainted rvith each other'.

Ilenry hacl been on probation onll' a month when he stole a knife from
a store anrl with it cut rlorfn several clothes lines on whieh clothes were
hanging. I{e was chargetl s'ith burglary, but adjudgecl guilty of ,, juvenile
delinquency," and his case \yas continuerl for 12 days, during rvhich time he
was undt'r obselvation nt the State hospital for the in,sane. The hospital
fountl no cviclence of nleDtal cleficiency, emotioDal distulbance, or psycho-
pathic tenclency, but suegestecl that his training iracl been faulty and recom-
mended suitable training to keep him occupierl. He was accordingly returned
to tlte court and comrnitted to the State school for b65'-q.

I{enry's family consiriered the sentence too seyete and suspected that the
bo5. had been bl:rrned by the police for incirleltts n'ith which he was not con-
nected. l'hey altpealed the case to the super.ior court and, pending the Sep-
tember term, harl him released on a 9300 bond.

On September 21.7927. a capias was i -qsued by the super ior  court ;  on Sep
tcmber 28 Henry was corivicted of ., juvenile delinquencl-,,, and on October
1.1 he $-as committed to the state school for bo5-s. rre was detainecl in the
poiice station arrd county jail for one night at the time of the first hearirrgs.
At the time of the superior'-court healing he nas cletainetl in ths county j;il
for about trvo weeks. from the time of convietion to the da]' of transiei to
the Statc school .  This detent ion nas cal le i l  a per iocl  of , ,safekeeping,"  so
that no recortl of it n as made in the jail register.

Henry is now in the eighth grade at the state school for boys. He has twice
been strappeci--onee for lunning arvay ancl once for refusiirg to report the
t'scalre of other boys. He- is beginning to appreciate his home and learning
that he must behave himself.

Natlye Nhite ; parents on,rou ,tTrfi"tt 
*'

Age at  t ime of  nr .st  of fcnse.  13.
Policc,mltron, lllrcb._li.^19:-8 : SLx off€nse : dlsmissed $..ttlr warnlng.
. [ a r s i c l n i r l  co I I t .  - \ f , r i l  : 8 .  111 :8 :  T l u r rney :  n l aced  un  n l l , h r t i on .  June  7 .  1g2g :Try.:in_cy :l.d sex offensg; co-nti.ued on piotation. bn Ocfotrer i--igib,-iom:
_ mit ted to .qtate school  for  v iot l t ion 6f  p iobat lon.  Decis i - r rn apier iod.  

-
Fa-mi l I 'a t  t ime of  d isposi t ion:  parent j -n iar . ; ied,  but-ro i - i i r : i " i - i is i i t i ,cr . I rnea

livilrg with dirorct'd aunt, who is housekeeper'for widower nltri' ieieiai smattchi ldren.

Rhea is tall and slenrler and pretty in two clistincily clifferent s-a.vs; she is
insoicntly pretty rr-hen she is dressed f or the stleet in her -"mart flapper
clothes, n'ith her cheelis louged and he r lips iliiclily prrinted ; and sh-e^ isplthetically pretty sitting at home in a faclecl gingham oress, rvitti no stockings
on -her lon-g, straight legs.- no color in hcl palc. cheeks. and wiilr her tireal et6s
ar)d $'an facc betraying th-e need for long houls of sloep antl ."griu", nonrish-
ing meals. rrer anut thirrks_she is " higir stru'g " anti iryste.icai. u"h, irra".a,
her conduct irr the jucige's ofice shorved her to be of an uirstable iempeitrment;
but her aDl)(]arallee rnd her stor.y suggest tltat po_s-sifuly ttri_q instabiiitl. is due
to the fact ttrlt she has been overta-ring her youthful strengilr tri ir-ving to
lead tlle life of a rigorous and sophi-<ticatecl adult.

n{r. R. clesclted lrrs. R. about ilr'ee rveeks befor.e Rhea rr-as born ancl did
not return until some time tluring the late n'lr, niren, aecorcling to towngossi l l ,  he reela imod his fami iy in order to escapc ihe draf t .  He is 'now clo ing
blirlge-constructirin work- in a neighboring statc, anrl althougir he has not
been at home for sorne tirne he still setrcls home part of his ear:ning_".

I r rs.  R.  wiren f i rs t  deserted b1'her husband rvent  to l ive u. i th i rer  mother,
!9th ef thern goirrg out t. clo houservork for a living. \yhcn Mr. rr.-.ei.,rrrea.
Irrs. R. \\'ent to ]ive rvith him, leaving Rhea to be-brought un b;' 

-5"f -*.r,nu-

n.rother'. rlhen and hcl glrnrlnother ri-ere extr:ernely forrrl of iach other, and'when the l:rtter dierl in July, 1g22. Rhea n'a-s heartbroken. rnstead of golDg
to her motlier, she rr.ent to live with her aunt, trIrs. K.

I
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Mrs. K. is a large, good-natured \yoman rvho sheds quantities of tears with
the greatest ease. Having obtained a divorce from her husband sevefal years
ago, she now supports herself and her young chilcl by keeping house for a
widower and his little children. Their small six-roonr cottage is cluttered
with an untidy assortment of worn furniture, soiled cushions, r'agged magazines
and music, the widower's large dog, and NIrs. K.'s collection of birds lrnd bird
cages. Mrs. K. has been generous rvith Rhea. Of the g5 a s'eek that she
receives from XIr. R. for his daughter's board, she returns 91.50 to Rhea, and
she is similarly indulgent with the girl in allowiug her to do ahnost anytiring
she wishes. Unfortunately this indulgerce is not ternpered r.r'ith good jurtgrrrent.

Last year Rhea was in the eighth grade in school. She learned easill and
got on well, but she and her frield Martha A. (see p. 65) sudtlelly began to
feel very grown up and eager for more exciting activities than those furnished
by grammar school. Rhea, rvhose grandmother had perrnittetl her to take
dancing lessons, had an insatiable desire to go to dances; arrd, rvhen there tvas
no lodge dance to rvhich her aunt could take her, she and trIartha rvoultl go to
public dances. They soon attracted the attention of the police matron, \\'hose
duties included visits to the various phces of public anusernent; one eveuing
both girls were arrested, and, on the ground of " being found in circumstances
of manifest danger of falling into habits of vice or itunorirlity," they were
given a seYere warning.

Within the foilorving month their craving for grown-up activities took a
new form. By adding a ferv years to tlieir ages, they obtairred jobs in a locll
shoe factory. Rhea rvas ygry industrious and earned altogether about $35,
every cent of whiclr she spent on clothes. After a fe*' rveeks, ho*'ever, she
and Martha were discovered by the factory inspector and repolted to the potice
matron and the school-attendance officer. On April 28 tliey were brought
before the municipal court on a charge of truancy and rvele piaced on proba-
tion. So far as could be learned, nothing r.r'as done for them rluring tiris period
of probation; they rvere merelJ' made to feel that they $'ere under close ob-
servation and must rvatch their step in order to avoid being committed to the
State school for girls.

On June 7 theylvere again brought before the municipal court2" for truancy,
going to dances, smoking cigarettes, keeping late hours, and in general conduct-
ing themselves in a manner unseenly ttr i.ilei.r J'ears. The judge alio$-ed them
to remain on probation 'with the uuderstauding that they leave torvn. Ilhea,
without further investigation, was to be seut to her father in the Dext State
as soon as the school term carne to an end.

In spite of her truancy, Rhea graduaterl frorn the eighth grade the f6llos-
lng week and then went to her father. Her father's housekeeper rvas a distaDt
relative whose husband u-as suffering from shellshock and was extremely ner-
vous and irritable, so that life in this household was not likely either to help
Rhea or to contribute to her happiness.

At the close of the sururuer Rhea rvas eager to leaye her fathel and return
to her aunt and enroll in high schuol. IIer returrr rvas duly noteri I).r the
police matron, who at once requested the high-sehool principal to notify irer
as soon as the girl should be truant. Rhea tried durillg tlle flrst ferv 1'eeks
to lead a blameless existence; she even telephoned the police rnzrtron, asking
for permission to attend trvo dances a rnorrth. \Irhr:n tliis rvas tlenied her
she spent her evenings rvith a new girl friend reading sen-sation:rl mrgrrzirres,
making fudge, and going for automobile rides in her friend's cer.

In the fourth rveek of the school term Rhea rvas reported :rbsent. She re-
mained absent for three days, and on each of those evenings the police mrtron
and offcers watched for her at the various dance hails. 01) the ilrirr1 even-
lng (['riday) a police officer saw her enter a lodge hall and speak for'a few
minutes to several of the young people. He reported ilre ineirleDt to the police
matron who, with the judge's consent, had a rvariant issued for Rhea's ar:rest.
The hearing, delaS'ed until Tuesday because of Rhea's illness on l\Ionday, was
held in the judge's office, in the presence of the chief of police, ilre police
matron, the school-attendence oflicer, Mrs. K. and her larvyer, Rhea. her flientl,
and her mother; a nervspaper reporter stood in the door\vay. Xfrs. I{.'s larr.ver,
the counsel for the defense. tried to conduct a regular eross-eramination. but

2aOn  thc  oeeaS ion  o f  one -o f  t hpsp -a r r cs t s .  p roL l l r l y  t hc  one  o f . { p l i l  28 .  Rhe r  T .asdetr ined for  a ferv hours in l l re womtn's dptcnt ion rorni  unt i l  ner aunl i i i lea- i l ,o r .qu!red
$200 bail for her release pending the hearing.
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t h e j u t l g e ' s m t l t h o t l w a s q u i t e i n f o r r n a l . I l h e a ' s p l e a w a s t h a t s h e h a d b e e n
i1-t,li iri.." days rvith tolsitlitis and, feeling a little better on ri'riday evening'

i,,,J s,r"; oi"r' 
' io 

visit linr frien4 rvho hadlaken her for a drive; they had

iiii..,ir- irr" lo4ge liall a Iittle after 10 o'clock and had stopped to speak^ to some

;;s;;l"t"ir;*'thcre, leaving after a fe$r ilinutes to go home. _l'he follorving

,i"i'.itr" felt le-ss *'ell aud-Iater, rvhen the $'arrant was served, had gone to

bed rvith a fever.--uritn.i""ut"ry 
neither tl're school-attentiance ofiicer nor the police rnatron

had visited llhea's horne during the three clays of alleged tluancy, and there-

io* tfr" court. unrvilling to acce't her plea, had no means of verifying it.

Unior:tunatcly, too, the c'r-r1rt liarl-hept no record of its intention n'ith regard

to nn"o'. stari witir her ftrthel. and io a dispute arose betr'veen the judge and

l{rs. K., the jutlge holding that as Rhea had been ordered to remain per-

manently with her ftrtlier her return was in itself sufficient to warrant com-

rnitmenC to the State -school. antl IIrs. K. contencling that Rhea had been

ortlered to ren:rirr rvith her fathel for the surnrner only.
Neveltheless the court orcleled Rhea's commitment to the State school for

girls on a charge of ,,being founil in circumstances of manifest danger of

ialling into babiis of vice or lDrmorality," apparently on the following grounds:

(1) Rliea's lt-'cord of last spring for truancy, keeping late hou-rs, attending
public 4trnces. a'd suroki.g -iga.ettes shorved her to be a girl in need of
inst i tut ional  care.

(2)  By Ieaving her father and returni r rg to the c i ty  she had v io lated the
coudi t ion of  her prohat ion.

(3) Her plese.ut etrvitonnient \\'as an unsuitable plaee for her, and her
aulrt, a divorced \yol)tan. trrr utrfit gunldian.

(4) An indirect attel juaccttrate relnrt that llartha A., non' at the State
school, rvas being treated for a veneleal disease clid not look rvell for Rhea,
rvho had been the gi l l 's  int imate contpanion (see p.  66).

(5) Her foul d:t1'-s of absettce frour school (Wednesday' Thursday, n'riday'
and nlonday) and her appearance at the lodge hall on tr'riday eveniDg were
not in ht'r favol.

Rhea s'rs not -sent to the State school. horverer, as her counsel entered an
appeal. She was relea.setl on nominal bond rvith the reeommendation that
she be giren a ph1'sical examittation and s'ith olders not to return to sehool
until she hacl been found to be free from ittfection. The ph1'sician's reports were
negat i re.  Rhea did not  confess to having hi rd sex expol ience.

In I)eccmber, J928. Rhea's ctlse canle before the superior court, ancl the
commitment to the State -sclrool for girls q':rs set aside. Rliea remained
with her aunt.

IRII.A. AND GLADYS I.

Nat ive  rvh i te ;  peren ts  na t ivc  Nh l te .
Ages r t  t ime o f  o f f .nse ,  13 ,  1 .1 .
Tii ir l justice, l larch 2?, 1928 : Scx offenscg; ordered committed to State school

fo r  g i r l s .
F u n r i l r  r t  t i m ^  o f  d i s n o s i t i o n :  P a r c n l s  d i v o r c p d :  b r o t h c l s  1 6 . 1 0 .  a n d  s t s t e r ' 8

( t r i i l r  I rma nnd C l rd r .s t  in  home o f  f r lhc r  l r i tb  bousokApner  and her  14-year -
d ld  d rushtc r ;  b ro thc i  G in  homc o f  mother  a ld  her  second husbana l  in  ne igh-
bortng town ; sister 18 ln State school for girls.

I{r. and l lrs. I. rvt 're tl ivnrcetl in Mar-, 1927. }Irs. I '  brought suit charging

that her husbatrd " rrantortly and cluelly " refused or neglected to provide

uraintenance; lirut he rvas gnilty of extr€me cruelty; that he srvore at her and
tolc l  l ret '  to "  get  out  "  of  h is house;  and thnt  he threatened her l i fe wi th a
revolver. llr. I. clitl not appear at the trial, and llrs. I' apparently obtained
the clivorce with little ciiffir:ulty. She rras arvarded custody of the chilalren'
Ilut at that time made no effort to take them with her.

1\Ir. I. is l firernatt in a paper rnill and rvorks steadil-v whenever tlre mill
is opelatirrg. I{e has ir pleasarrt ?-room house on the outskirts of the
village in thich lte rvorks. TIte place is simply furnished but clean and coru-
fortable, and the I'artl is made attractive n'ith littie florver beds. His house-
keeper ancl her l4-)'ear-old daughter have been llvlng in the home since
Ap r i l , 1927 .

IIr. L's stoly of the family trouble is that NIrs. I' had shamefully neglectecl
her childfen; tliat for three yeals before December, 1926' when she finally left
him " for good," she hatl been at home only " on and off " ; that from time to
tilne she had gone off $'ith other men and entertained men at home while he
,was at work; and that ciuring her absences the children had been free to

I
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go " where they had a mind to." He suit'l that llrs. r. Dever tried to take
any of the childreri after the tlivorce uDtil tivo ycars ago, $'hen she suddenly
kidnaprd tlreir 6-;'ear-old boy, and she shou'cri iro iuteit'st in the giils until
she heald that they \yere to be committer.l to tlle state ,sch,ol for giils.

Mrs.  r . 's  l iber : r l  use of .  cosmet ics and her genetal ly  ovelr l re,rser l 'a i )pearance
at the time of the interview mltle her seem r:ather ,;h:rrcl." 

She gri--e :rs her
lea-son for  not  as-suming custod. \ .  of  the chi ldrerr  the fact  that ,u l ie hacl  been
obligerl to eatn n living for herself anil had not been in a positiol to rnlke ir
horne for then. IJpon hel' second rnarliage she had tried to bring the ciiiklren
1o her home, but had been refused permission by lrr. r. and hacl ri' i i ly -t11ggssds4
in getting the 6-l-ear-old boy by kit.lnapirrg hirn two years ago. Her attitucle
to$'ard llr. r.'s housekeeper is that ilre latter has not given her children the
proper care and guidauce and that she is aD unsuitable pelson to have in the
home,

The only mernber of the farlily having a court record before the divorce was
rda, now 18 years of age, who rvas committed to the state school for girls irr
December. 1925. on a chtrrge of " being founrl in circurnstances of manifest
danger of falling into habits of vice or irnmorality,', rt was rejrortecl that Icla
had gone to an " old man's " house anrl also that her noflrer irad contributed
to ler delinquency by inviting nlen to the house for her'. lrr. r. clescribed rda
as having been "headstrong" and disobecl ieut  and sai i l  that  she-had r lad the
opportuuity to do something for helself, as a local \\'ornan hacl taken ar interest
in her and had offerecl her a place in rvhich she coukl carn her board and
room rvhile attending school, but she harl rcfusctl to accept flre offer. Neither
I r r .  nor f , l rs .  r .  considered rda's exper ience ol  recor,d as in arr ; ' rvay corr t r ibut ing
to the delinquency of Irma and GladJ's.

rrma has light hair and good fearures and is neat ancl attractive in appear-
tsnce. She is rather large for her age, ancl overrveight, and. accorcling to the
school nur-se, her tonsils need attention. She seems somewhat slow, lut this
may be due in part  to shyness.

Gladys is r'uch more talkative than her sister and seems brighter. Like
rrma shc is a neat and attlactive-looking girl. The school nurse fourrtl her
" all right " except that her teeth needed attention.

Last 'lvinter rrma 'was in the foulilr grade anrt Gladys in the thirr_I. The
school authorities considered this retardation due not so much to pos_sible low
mentality as to irregular attenrlance, which. in turn, ther attribute.tl to home
conditiolls. The 'schooi took no action in regarcl to tiris irregllar a.ttentlance,
trox'ever, until oDe clay the teacher scnt a nolc to irr. r.'s hour:keeper reporting
the girl's absences. Both Nt'. L and the .housekecper -saicl that ihis was tne
first indication thcy harl tliat the'girls rvere truallt. The irou_selieeper had felt
at  t imes thut  the gi r ls  were being c lecei t fu l ,  but  nei ther she nor l l r .  r .  hnd had
any cau-se for  complaint  of  t l rc i r  conduct .  On lool i ing into t l ic  lnt r t t t ' r '  o f  their
nonatteDdance lrr. r. discolcred ihat his two daugirters had beeu sneaking off
to t l te "  o ld man's "  house instea( l  of  going to scl tool .  i iud.  e l f icet l  by 1 is 1ro1e.v,
had subrni t ted to i l l ic i t  in tcrcourse wi th h im. He brought a conpiaint  against
I r rna arrd Giaclys to the local  t r ia l  . iust iee.

The t l ia l  just ice $ent  to \ r r ' .  r . 's  i r<;r i re to see the gi r . ls .  He rva-q al ready
fami l iar  $ ' i th the farni ly  a l ld col t -s i t leret i  ] I r .  I .  a s le:r t l1-  . r i -orher:  of  thc:r \er i rge
laborittg tlpe alrtl IIrs. I. a \\'otllan of questioilirble character. IIe h:rtl rro rloulrt
that  t l le  g i l ' Is  hat l  l r t 'en t reglected i ioth before l rn{  l t ' t .er . the r l i lorce.  l l ( , i l r -
rangecl  for  a ph1's ical  examinat ion b-v the local  heat th of f icer ,  l .ho fount l  r ro
positive evidence ttf veneteal disease. IIe also notifietl the as-sisterut coirrlty p.n-
batiou ollicer, 'r'lto. horvevet'. took lo action in the ca-qe and rrils unable to be
present at the tiue of the hea|i,g. on rlart,h 2z lie orderetl both girls com-
rurtted to the state -qchool for gtlls orr a charge of ,,beiDg found in"manifest
danger of falliug into habits of r-ice or imrnorzrlitl-." ]rls. i.. ."pt"*eoteo L-,y an
at torney at  the hear ing.  a l ryrenled.  and,  lending the next  scssiou^of  the super icrr
court, she rvas :rwardcd custody of the girls. f.he trial justice ancl the trealth
oflicer, ancl apparenily also the f'ather, considerecl it imperative'tirailne girts
be lemored from the cornmunity at oueb, but they sarv no- alternative toieniilng
them to their  mother. .

\\rhcn the June term of the superior cour.t rras held the parties to the hearing
did .ot appear anrl the case \\'as still pending at ilre time bt trru iul"i:ri"iu.

] I rs .  L asserts that  her lusbaud's complaint  rvas merely a , , f rame-up 
"  in

order to rid him,self of the girls anrl to har,e then cared tor,'in tne Striie 
'sctroot.

she has had.no-difticulty in getting them to attenri school .ug"iol,rv'iiu,,u trrov
har-e bee' with her and has found them herpf'r ancl oberiient l' i 'the lr;;;.

I
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The girls themseh-es like their nerv school even though the5' 16onl'1 the work

more difficult at first. In spite of the fact that their " stepfather " sometimes
g(,ts cross, they like being with their mother l-retter than lvith their father.
Thel have had ferv opportunities for wholesome recreation in either community,
hut they enjoy playing with the school children in the community in rvhich
tllel' now li\.e.

l'l ieir plesent teachers find them inclustrious, rvell-behavecl pupils and do ltot
consitler their school retardation (lue to mental defect.

The school nurse-the only persorr giving any indication of XIrs. I.'s status in
her nerv environment-repol'ted that she hacl had some horne coDtact rvith the
motller in regard to dental 'work, etc., for the girls and hacl found her coopera-
tive. She also reportetl that llls. I. had talien her 6-)ear-old boy to the pre-
school cliDtc and had been eager to get him in good shape before he should
enter school.

No record appears of arry prosecution of the " old man " in this case, although
fron the meager evidence it appears that he is the same man rvith s,hom Itla
hatt ill icit relations before her comrnitruent to the State school in Decenber.
192d. As both Irma and Gladys rvere untler 14 years, the " age of consent " in
-\Iaine, at the time of this experience, he could have been indicterl on t'wo
chal 'ges of  rape,  punishable in ] Ia ine "by impr isonment lor  a ly terrr r  of  Jears."

PROBATION

The most desirable method of caring for juvenile delinquents,
rvhere home and neighborhood conditions lnake such a plan-feasi-
l-rle, is to dllorv thernio relnain in their o\yn l iotuer untter. 't ire supei.-
vision of trained probation ofl icers. Supervisiorr in this sense is
.r ]_e_ly -broad. tenn. It rneans that the frobation olficer visits tlie
child'! home in order to become acquailrted rvith his farnily ancl his
home conditions and help him to make the necessary adiultrnent to
any difficulties in his horne situation; that he has private talks .with
tire child to gain his confidence and help him ivith his personal
problems;that he looks after his health, lft lps him to develop satis-
factory school relationships and obtain rvholesorle recreatio;r, and.
when he goes to work,  ass is ts  in  f in t l ing sui tuble err rp loyrr ierr t . r j
Good probat ion serv ice is  dependent  upon an ar lequatc '  ant l  u .e l l -
t ru ined probat ion staf f ,  as anrp le t ime nrust  be g iveh br . the of l icer
to each child so that he can be bf real assistance in substi iutins qood
sttitudes and habits of conduqt for the undesirable ones tlirt" the
child has exhibited in the past. It is generaily accepted th:rt a full-
t irue probation officer should have unJel supervisioti not rnore than
ir.r lrrobationers, and that ofl icers supervising girls slrould be resporrsi-
b le for  a smal ler  nulnber . !d

In Maine prob_ation..is.used to a considerably greater exterrt forI i l  i l t a l l l e  p r -uuuL to l r  t s  useu  I o  a  co l l s l oe rao tY  g l ' ea t c r . e - \ t c l t t  i o r
3xr ls  than- for  g i r ls ._ .  (Tabte ! ,  p .25.)  This is  t i r r t i l , i r r t l .v  to  t l re  f r rc t
tliit girls' cas6s seldoin receii'd atteirtion until they are consiclered
sutlicriently_serious to warrant cornmitment to an"institution, and
q:!;,ly P !1"_1ry1llrd Maine has few agencies equippeci to harrdle
qirls' cases effectivelv.

I ne courf,s nrav. ar
' Ihe 

cour ts  ntay,  and occasional l .y  do,  designate sorne esnecia l lv
in te lested indiv idual -a c lergvman,  a socia l  worker ,  or  th6 judcea social rvorker, or thi judg-e
iiii"r.ri-t";,f p;;"t,.."!"i*"';"."ilu"ttn"v-."t""-'";;r;;;iip'.:;?:t) lt[serr-uo supervrse cerlatn cases, Dut tne.y rerer nearly all proba_
riou cases to the county probation officers. The authoritf ur4 fo.rers
of these officers have ilieady been described. (See p. a".) St'udy oi
rctunl cases indicates that they take l itt le advantagebf these poners.

5 Sec Juvenile Courts at Work, p. 161 fr., an<l in parflculor pp. 142-148 aud 179_1gg.'Jureni le Court  Standards,  p.  8.

I
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40 JUYENILE DELINQUENCY IN MAINE

The officers attend the require_d court. sessio's a'd receive as proba-
tioners the children co'rnritted to their care, but they rarelr request
ihc crrs lot l r -  o f  ch- i ldren r r r r r le 'arrest  and an 'a iL i r rg i r ia l  o le iu6 in-
f_ornratron help i 'u l  ln  mrrk i r rg an at l  iust rnent .  

' fhFi r  
serv ice" to chi l -

dren is  on t l rc ' r ' r ' l ro le eonf i i red to iccei ' ing t l ie  r r r in i r r rurn repol , ts

ry-:::,.lp$ !{,1"I as follorvsl ,,Th.e court'ihati have authoriiy to
or r l e t ' suc l r  p rob i r t r o r re r  t o  r . c l r o r t  t o  1116 ,  1 , t . , , 1 , . t l l u r l  o f l i c c t . i r I  suc I  t r t t r e .
and rlaces us the court in its olt ler shall dilect." 2? The procedure
rrsunl ly  is  l 'o l  the of i icer '1o g ive to t 'ar .h l r r ,obat iorrer  a u ' r . i t^ terr  s tute-
mcnt as to the terms of prribltion and tire time ancl place at rvhich
he is to J^e.poTt: ^ t-Indel this s5'ster. the ofiicers consid6r their oblfua-
tions fulfilled if they see the 

-children 
in their office.,8 They usua'lly

ask r  few,general  quest ions,  such as. .Hg.*  are you get t ing ; ; ; ; i
Have you becn going to school  er-er ' r lay?"  and g ive t [e  c l r i ld  a gen-
err I  a( lnronr t rorr  sr rc l r  as,  "Just  t r_e good and you wi l l  s tav ouI  of
trouble.." or,.n)ofc, specificall l ' ,  " \o1; I 'ou see lior' ..au get arong ari
ngl r t  r t  ) 'ou t ry :  r t -doesn' t  p f t ) ' t9  take ot l rer  people 's  th ings;  i t  rvon ' t
ggt yo' an;'rvhere but to the'reform school.'-' A fcrv of'the officers
rrho irar-e I rngr.q _professional attitrrde tos'ard their n'or.k visit the
I ro r r res  o f  t he  c l r i l , l l cn  r rnde r  t . l r e i r  ca re .  i nqu i r i ng  sPec i f i ea l l y  abou t
t l r e i l  s c l roo l  nc l r i e l o rne l i r s  f l n ( l  r ec ren t i onn l '  j r r t e r i s t s .  n r , , I  a , " l u i s i ug ,
erreoui 'ag i r rg. .g |1J . replov i r rg r l renr  as nc( .essury.  Rut ,  at t t iougn t t r { i
n l i r y -  sco  poss ib i l i t i es  f o r  cons t r r r c t i ve  w , l r k  n : i t h  t he ' ch iL l re "n .  none
of  t l rerr r , is  able to g ive enorrgh t i rne to carry through an e l lect ive
prar] or treatmenf,.

'r'he n'mber of reports, required of probationers varies. Most
officcrs reqrrire lreel<lr ' ,,r '  bin'eekly reports-at f irst. reclucing the rrum-
bff,, l. t inre goes or. .Tlrey k"g.p-u card fi le or a Le,lser recb.tl of the
cl l r r f i ren,  an0 eaen l i lne a chr ld re l )of ts  a dated entr .y  is  made on
th i s .eco .d .  l ' l r i s  * ' o ' ks . r ve l l  eno r rgh  i {  t he  ch i l d  repd r t s ,  bu i  i f  he
fr r i ls  to  repor t  thc.of f icer  is  f reque'nt ly  una\yare of  i t ,  i rs  h id nniy  

"ayo f  kno . * ' i r r g  * ' l r i c l r ' epo r t s  a ' e  due -on  a  ce r ta in  day  i s  b ; -go i rg
throrigh all the. ca'rils_, or the entire ledger, to see wh"en the"Iast re-
q'r.t ry1s macle in each case. rror prob_aTion officers who do not keep
their files clea'ecl of old records and who liave but one file for aclull
and juvenile cases, as rvell as for records of fines and costs collecied,
this invoives too much of a task. As a result. rviren a child reports
i r e  i s  c re t l  i t ed :  when  he  fa i l s  t o  rePo l t ,  no lh ing  i s  done .  a l t ho r rgh  th i s
i s  doub t i ess . t l r t , r ' c l y  r r ccas i ' n  when  l r e  i s  mo , t  i n  nec , l  , . , f  l r i s? f f i ce r .
rn sonrc i r rs tances p lo l , r r r t ioners r l rop a* ' ry  or t i r .e l l '  b l  t l r is  rncthod
wruluut  i l le  omcc|s e\ .c l ' [ . ,o i l rg  arvare of  r t .  (see t l re  cnsss 9f  Jacques
N.,  p.  431 and Anton C. ,  p.  4.1. )

s'nrc children are s.l iervisecl by eorresponcle'ce. for in spite of
t he  f l c t  t l r a l  I r ' ' l r r r t i o r r , i l l i . , . e r ' .  a l e  iPp , r i n te , l  f o r , . o r rn t . y  se rv i c i .  mos t
o f  

, t hcm 
se l ve  on l y  t he  , . i r i es  o r  t o r i ns  i n  l . l r i , . l r  t l r e j ,  a re  l oc : r t t , t l ;

l " :4  gJ a l r | roPr int ion for  t ravel i r rg exPenses arr , l  lncf t  o f  t ime | rc*vent . thcrr  serv lng the corrnty at  J l rge.  occnsionnl ly  they at te inpt
to g ive probr t ior r  se 'v ice._!J mai l  to  probal ioners iocate" . l  ours i je
r l re i r  own comrnrrn i t ies.  This usual ly  mef lns that  the l r robat ioner
wr i tes a b in 'eeklJ-  or  monrhly  le t ier  tb  rv l r ieh he receivei  no reply ;

u ReY. stet .  1916, ch.  r37

"o3"9Ll S"?X"S?"o'r?T:To'il'?1fl:frl1":,."'""u ?il?ti$"J1,?:' come to his home, and, in hrs
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an(l. if his letters become irregular or cease entirely, the probation
r.'llicer is likelv to let the matter rest.

\eariv hali the childlen uncler the care of probation officers were
placed on probation by the court on a suspenjed sentence or during
continuance of the case. In several such cases studied the super-
vision siven the children under care was merelv nominal. and on the
first oc"casion on which the probationer by soine misconduct called
himself to tlie attention of a law-enforcing otlicer, his probation was
considelecl violated und he was lel 'erred-to court lt,r j conunitrnent.
(See the cases of  Car l  H. .  p .64;  I lar tha A. ,  p .65;  and Ernest
P. ,  p .  67.)

ln sonre couuties the probation peliod yalies from 3 to 12 months,
in r-rtliels florn 6 to 24 month-q. and in others a ve&r is set for all
cases. The discharge procedure is very informal. As has ah'eady
been poirrteri out, so"me^probationers drrip arvay of tlieir orttr a"corci,
never being {orrually discharged. For the rest, a gradual decrease in
the nurnbe]'of leports and frnally a word of'ar-l inoriit ion rvhen the
officer irrfolms thirn that their time is up ct-rncludes the plobation
period.',f lre 

responsibil i ty of the probation officels to the coult with regard
to c l r i ld leh var ies ih 'd i f iereht  count ies.  Sorrre of  the corr r ts  seern to
have no further contact lvith probationers unless they violate the
terms of their probatlon_; ip- otliel courts the_judges rna,iie occasional
itrqurrres concelning individual childlen and lequire reports of all
disi'h:rlges, rvith ndtes as to progress rnacle in Lach caie. As the
oflicers l<eep no social recordJ-ri'ithout houie visits and sorne cle-
gree of ini'-estigation social records at'e naturaliy irnpossible-no
very detailed leports can be expected.

C ate hi,stories i,llustra.ting prob at ion

A few cases will sullice to show sorne of the typical needs of the
juvenile probationer and wiII help to make cleur in iusL what re-
spects l\{aine's present probation service is defective.- Included in
this group are the stories of Michael Y., t'h<-r needed companionship
and 

"enco^uragement 
to build up his ielf-confidenc., seif-relianc6,

ald independence I Jacques N., rvho neecled advice based on a study
of his mcntal ancl physical coidition I Anton C. and Yvon S., rvhb
needecl friendly guidance-Anton with regard to a suitable vocation,
Yvon iri connection rvitli his school and after-school wcrlk, and both
boys in connection rvith their recreational pursuits; and Lucy P..
who needed everv lrind of svmpathetic and friendlv sunervision
(For additional examples of pro^bation service see the cases of Carl
H., p. 64., Ernest P., p. 67; Tito V., p. 14; Rliea R., p. 35; I lartha A.,
p . 6 5 ;  S t e ' r ' e  G . ,  p . 2 E ; M o r r i s  A . ,  p . 2 9 l L e s t e r  J . ,  p . 3 1 1 a n d  J a c k
S. ,  p.  32.)

Native e'trite; parents 0"." ,"ttil.Ti"T "'
Age at t ime of offelse, 11.
\{unicipal court, I l Iarch 5, 1928 : Stealing; placed on probrtlon for trvo years.
! 'amily at t ime of disposition: I lother t$ice merrio,l ; t irst husl-.t ld died and

second descr ted ;  b ro thcrs  10 ,  6 ,  4 ,  s is te r  8 ,  s tepbro thcr  18 ,  and s teps is te r  (ags
not repolted) at home.

Michael is a pale, t l i in boy and seems unusuaily applehensive and timorous
for his age. Unfortuuately his motirer's impatient shouting does Dot ser\.e
to encourage him. On the eveling of the intervie'w he sat on a bed looking
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l ike a frlghtened rabbit. FIis chin quivered patlietically, his eyes were full
of tears, nnd he seernrld unable to reply everr to questions unrelated to his
offense.

l'he Y. farnily live in one of the poorer districts of the city, with the river
wharves and railroad tracks on one side and the bus,Dess section on the other.
Tirere are se\.eral vacant lots irr this neigirborliood arid a riumber of garages
and dingy stores; the housing conditi.ons are not ve|y good. NIrs. Y. rents
the second floor and attic of a shabby, old building for 913 a monttr. The
second floor has a parlor, a kitchen, and a tinJ bedroom rrithout an outside
window. The attic has three bedrooms rnd a toilet. A small and very dirty
vacant iot next to the house s€rves as a yard v'here the younger children can
make mud pies.4

Nlichael's father deserted the family about a )'oar ago. IIe had been an
occasion:rl drinker and at tirnes had drunk to excess. but he irad never left home
nor threatenerl to leave until last year when, according to \Irs. Y., he suddenly
disappearecl and has not been heard of since.

l\-Irs. Y. is a pale, Lrouy rvomrn wlro works very hard, gets much excited
over the injustices of tlte rvorld, and " hollers " nervously at Ler children. She
ls employed from 6.30 to 8 a. m. and 12.45 to 5 p. m. as a clrarloman in a
public scirool, earning about $12.50 a rveek.

John and Kate, the olciest children, are children of NIrs. Y.'s first marriage.
John has graduated from high school and is at preseDt lookilg tor a job.
During the summer he was employed as a serr.ing boy in a rt'sort hotel. Con-
cerling Kate, n{rs. Y. $'as strangely silent. I{ate is emploS'etl in a factory and,
frorn IIrs. Y.'s rqluctance to discuss her school and lvork history, it is likely
that she has been employed while under legal age.

Xlark, aged 10, rvas in court last spring rvith another boy on a charge of
larceny of coins to the value of i-rO ceuts. His case rvas continued for three
months in crrarge of the probation officer, but apparently he receiled no further
attention. At the time of the intervielv lre was spending his after-school hours
selling nervspapers do\Yn to\Yn.

Peter, the 6-year-old tioy, is a family problem. IIe has a passion for making
noise and rvill bang together arly two objects on whiclr he can lay his hands.
He was s lo\v in learning to ta lk,  and I I rs.  \ : .  at  one t ime consul ted rr  physic ian
about him. She rvas adfised that his retardation and his passion for making
noise would disappear as he grelv older. In the meantirne neitlier public nor
parochial schools rvill accept him, as his presence is too disruptive to the
class. The day nursery has been unable to tuke hirn, as lt is alreadJ, over-
crorvded and he is really too old for its care. So llichael, Mark. al]d the
younger sister take turns sta}'ing ]rome frorn school f,rr tlre afterDoon to take
czrre of him rvhile his notlier works. The youngest child is in kindergarten,
Of the 8-year-old sistel nothiDg of special interest \\.us ]earned save that she
hglped to take care of her little brothers.

llichael seems to get on rvell rvith his family. He is in the siyth grade, likes
school, and has had no trouble there. n'or the last 5-ear or two he has been
sellitig nelvspapers after school on the main business street of the city.
Although he is out from 4.30 to 6 or 7, he sells only 15 pirpers. I{e earns
1 cent for every paper he sells and usuall}' Dakes about 10 cents a clay on
tlps. The tips he reserr-es for his o\yrr use, but the earnings, together with
those of his brother )Ialk, pay for the famil.v milk supply.

l\Irs. Y, complaine(l rathe| severely thlt llichael " just walked dov'n the
Btreet with his papers " without tr)'ing to sell them an(l that other boys coulcl
dispose of 25 papers while he sold 15. At one time she 1ad arranged for him
to sell magazines, but he aln'ays had so many left that she could not afrord
to have hili continue rvith this enterprise.

llichael plnys with otirer boys in the vacant lots trear his home. n'or spe-
cial recreation he goes to tnotiou-picture shows, usu:rlly once a week. Ife
depends on the local bo1-s' club for picnics, for amusement on stormy nights,
and for occasional shower baths.

The farnily's version of }lichael's offense is that one da5' last spring on the
way horne from school he and about eight other boys pas-sed a restaurant and

s , {  fe r r  d r l ' s  a f te t  lhe  t imp o f  in te rv iew t l lo  faml ly  moved to  a  5 - room f l rs t - f loor  f la t .
B ' l r i c b .  a l l l t u u g l r  i n  t h o  s i l u e  n l i g h L o r h , , o d .  r r a s  i n  a  l n u c l l  U e t t e r  s l r l o  u l  r , I r r i l  r r u r l  ) r a t l : i
small piazzrr and yard iD the rear. IIrs. Y. made this change for the sake of the childreD
and rvas counting on the oider childreu to help her pay tbe rent, which $'as $10 a month
hlgher.

I
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deeirled to help themselves to sorne pie. lu their e'xcitement they knocked
tlrrlrr l. jug of sirup s'1igl ,spilled over and spoiletl other things. Tire orvrrer
of ths 1e51ilrant made a corDplaint, arxl the judge talked to the bo)'s, rerluir-
i l rg t l l t ' I r  to report  to the plobat iorr  of i icer  aud to pay each his share of  the
tlzrruages. rvhich in their opinion gleatly exceeded the value of their pie.

It i,s difncult to check up on llicliirel's story. 'Ihe coult record merely
Ehu\\-s tlut one Michael Y. wtrs charged with larceny of liies valued at g1 and
tlrrt fol this offense the muuicipal court judge sentenced hirD to the State schor-rl
for bo)'s, but suspellded the senten.je and placed tire boy on probation for two
years to a priest, as special probation ollicer, ard to the regular probation
offcer.

According to IIrs. Y., the special probation ofiicer subsequently moved away
aDd Michael rvas giveD a cald to rcport every second Srlturd?r)' to the regular
lrrobation officer. As XIrs. Y. \vorks at the scilool ail Saturday mornillg,
\Iichael occasionally forgets to report; but as he has been iD rro further difii-
culty the probation officer merely a-sk-q f,Iichael horv he is getting along and
telis him to be good.

llichael is obviou-sly in need of oijtrortunities for slrirll -successes rvhich will
encourage him, give him self-confldence, and overcome his pathological timictity
and fear. IIe is not a stupid boy nor yet a bad one.

J.ICQUES N.
Native whlte; parents l i 'rench-Canadiau.
4ge a t  t i l r re  u [  o f fense,  1 t i .
l l un ic ipa l  cour t ,  ) l - rJ  . : .13 .  1C: ]8 :  Ses  o f fcnse:  p l i rc r .d  o , j  p robr f lon .
l-aTily at .t i t\e -of dispositit.n : I lot!er desdrted ; not^her, brothers 20, 18, Z,

sisters 14, 12, 6 at home; brotlrer f2 t\yaJi.

Jacques has a few prepossessing cliaracteristics-his goocl color, his white
teeth, and his aminble dispositioil. l 'or tlre fcst he is a clull, sturitetl-lookilg
youth, with untidy, uxcLean clothes, :lnd a vagdbond sloucll to his gait and
posture. His speecir is sloveuly, as he scarcely opels his lips lr'hen he speaks.

Mrs. N. lives oD a narrow street, near the river anil railroad tracks. The
neighborhoocl is composed of terenrellt houses aDd litfle shops, rrnd flie people
are almost erltirel)' n'rench speaking. lIr.s. N. has five small, secold-floor
rooms. The parlor contains a little ol'gan. i-r serving macliirre, ,several albums
and pictures, and several old rockilg chairs lrhich creak ol the oil-cloth
coyered floor; through the open door the polished kitcheu stove $'ith a bright
and shinl' array of Ilots :tr](l pans rua}' be scen.

trIrs. N. is a womarr rvhoru the years hnve lcft coerse and bnttered in ap-
pearance in spite of her effolts to corrceal the trlct with rouge; her vuice is
still strident, but her bod) looks ready to cave il. Slre has never been mar-
ried. Each year \\'hen the meu have corne to to\yn from the lumber camps
she has taken a boalder or trvo; alicl for so long a-s her boarcler has comc. baik
to her and giveri her some of his earnings, slle ha-c corr-qitleled lrirn hcr husband.
Her home has been raitled on seyeral occasions, as she has been knolvn to
sell liquor, and she has also been urrder gr.ayc suspicion of hirirrg out girls
for purposes of prostitution. Her oldest daughter recently died following an
atternpted abortion.

Jacques was rather unresponsive, ,u lhe subject  of  h is home l i f t_. .  He said
that he had a room to himself, but tllat his lifle brother hacl it $-ith him.
(This ansrver is typical of the coutladictory \\'ay iu rr-hich he spoke.) \Vhen
the agent commentetl on the frct that liis home had looked clean and orderly,
he replied, " Sure, we're no pigs." Ht: seerned rreither to krrou' nor to crtre about
the relationships of the various mernbers of his family to himself or to each
other, and he seened unmovecl by the iliness and death of his sister, dismissing
the  i nc i de r l t  w i t h  t he  be lp fu l  r e l l a l ' l i .  "  I  ca r r ' t  say  t l r e  n rme  o [  he r  s i t . kncss .n

-Jacquesxas olly in theflfth grade when he left school. IIe left immediately
after his sixteenth birthday because " ther.e were only four of us to suppot.t my
mother." He said that his first job rn'as ,, helping a millinlan " ; but rihen h-e
ryas questioned concerning his earnings anrl his rvor.king hours, he replied, ,. I
can't remember all those things." IIe also worked for a month in a ,,mill," but
he could not remember rvhen he rvorked there; he remembered earnins ,,$8 or
$9 or  $I0 B \ \ 'eek."  of  rv l r ich he kepl  g1 anr l  gave the rest  to h is mot l rer .  Ele
left this job because it rvas " too much lr.ork."

Late in the -qummer hc met a ruan r,ho had corne don'n from a lumber camp
and was looking for a " cooky."'o Jacques went aiong and took the job. But

D Boy helper or assistant to the ehlef cook in a lumber caup.

98523.__AO_4
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he found the work harcl, and he did not like being aione in carnp all day with the

coot, ,ro" rtid he like ivalking through the dark rroocls erch evening to fetch

in" -iff.. I{e stood it for a honth, but then he felt so lonesome tliat he left.--fri. 
pr..o"Tjob (which he harl had only o1e clay at the time_of the.intervierv

a"a p.irnarrry nas tc,ng since abandonetl)'is " sorting coloretl clothes. i1 a laun-

orv'r at 
"idnt. 

ffe 
.'oio 

not yet knowi what his earnings lvould be, antl he

seemed uoa[le to describe the work or the place of his employment. (It was

Oimcurt to kno\y rvhether he never ob,.erved tletails or whether his intelligence

Nas so l imi tet l  that  he could not  grasp them.)
l.he story of his delinquency was diflicult to get fron an-Y soufce, but seems

to have ber:D some*'Irat as foilows: He had been to a pal'ty one eveui1lg ltist

iiav anO on his rvay home hacl stopped in an alley and looked intl a lqirrdo'w;

a *o-ot1 and girl ti.ere sitting in tlte room. A police ofiicer passing the place

on his beat arrested the boy for windorv peeping and self-abuse and locked

iri"r 
"p 

in the detention rotlm fol the night. The casc came up before the

^u"icipar court on the follorving morning, ancl Jacques 'lvas fouttd guilty of
;s 'anton behavior"  and placed on probut ion.  Jact lues's story is  that  he was

;usi 
-;;passi"g 

by " ancl that as he turnecl he saw the girl and her mother in
"tfre-"o,i11. Iie denies the self-abuse, and as the agent had no oppol'tunity for

itr_,O"ti1g the br,ry more closely an4 gainirg his confidence the subject rvrs

O""pir",i. The injustice to the b6y was not in the charge, rvhich m-ay easily lave

tr"en-tro", but in the failule to learn more about hirn and his needs.-iu.q""i 
never told his probation officer of his j,b as " cooky " (althoWh this

was during his probation period), nor did he report to his_probation oliicer on

nii-tetu."] Apparently th; latter rlicl not miss him arrd did not realizt-' that lte

hacl not reporied for even a minimlm of six molths. The officer had never

-"a" u home visit nor in any way attempted to help Jacques lvith his ploblems.
ju"qo". said that his good times were i'movies parties." When rsked

wtreilr'er he played cards, he reptiecl, " Narv, but when I play pokel I plrty rvitlt

rouf"... I riever play foi' nondy." When asked what tre dicl at the " p1r'ti€s "

which he attended, he saitl that ire dicl not knorv; he ttid not daDce; occasior:rlly

he sang.- -tire 
ivora ,,party " to him evidently means being n'ith several boys_and girls'

He $'as on his rvay tO a ,,party " on the evening of the intervierv. IIe did not

knorv rvher.e it rvas or who rvas giving it, but he was going with a frietld rvho

knerv all about it. The bureau agent asked him whether he intendecl to go as

he was, rvith his hair ancl clothes untidy and his hands distressingly dirty.

i" 
""piieO, 

,. Sur.e,', but just before leaving the .rgent he suddenly renta'ked

itrot ite had decided to go to the " movies " instead. He had rvith him some

money he had borrorvecl from a friend and thought he rYould have a Lletter

time at the " movies " than at a " party."

ANfON C.

French Canadian! parents tr 'rench Canadlan; father Daturallzed 15 years ago'
Age at t ime of olTense, 17.
D l u n i c i p a l  c o u r t ,  F t b r u r l J  S .  1 9 1 8 : -  S t e r l i n g :  p l u c e d  o n  p r o L r l i u D ' . .
t ' , u u i t t .  a t  t i m o  o t  , t i s [ o s i i i o r r  :  l ' , r r . e r r t s  

- m r i l r . i p d .  
_  b U i  r t l , p r t r ,  t r t l J  n o l  l i v i n g- - togdt r .e i ;  

la ther  l i v ind  ln  board ing  house,  \ rh ich  he  runs ;  u ro ther ,  s is te rs  24 ,
22 ,  a t  home.

Anton is a tall J'oung man, strong, and rvell built, but neither graceful nor

hand-soure. He rvas too Self-conscious and shy to speak frllkly Or easily rvhetr

being intervierved.
XIi. C. rurrs a workingman's boarding house near the milis. At the time of

the interview, shortly before noon. the tlo{'nstairs rooms rvere bltre s.ave fUr

Iong trbles \\'hieh were set for the noon meal. Apparently he lives iu the

boa*rtling house and supports tl wonan *:ho, rvith her daughters, helps him

with th6 work. 'l 'he reiiectability of thi-q estabiislrruent seetned questionable.

The rvomen 11 ere dressed mol'e appropl'iately for a burlesque shorv thart for

kitchen Nork; and after sntisfying their curiosity as to the agent's mission

they hastily disapPeareo.
Irlrs. C. 

-and 
fier trvo r]aughters live in a clean second-floor flat about a

block from 1\{r. c.'s boar.ding house. The rooms ar'e n'ell t'urnished, with an

upholsterecl parlor suite, a piano, floor and table lamps, rugs, and pictut'es'

Dverything was neat and clean at the time of the interview.
Th; two girls are very attrlctive. They rvork steadily as stitchers in a

shoe factory and receive good wages. Their English is not flueut ilor free

from a tr rench accent, but the older girl expresses hetself well aDd seems to

b" u u""y intelligent and compe.tent young wornal. she has been decided$

I
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consciolrs of thc local prejudices against " the French people " and has felt
th:tt her people have not had the same opportunities to get ahead as the native
Amer.cans hirle. Shc has alN'ays been especially anxious that Ailton should
not sulter nny such handicalts, and in a very generous $'ay she and her sister
savecl prrrt of their earnings rvith a viel. tc helping him l'hen they coultl.

Accot'tlirrg to the poiice antl municipirl court records, Anton and several other
boys n'crc charged with l:rlceny lnst X'ebruar5', rveie found guilty. and were
placed orr plobation. Ifurther iriformation concernirtg the olTense could not be
obtai:red flom the recorcls lror from intelviervs l.ith the probatiorr oficer and
other ofliccrs of the court. Anton's acconnt rlas that the boys had been skating
aud that they mircle a little raid for food on a store.

Antol begrrtr to Drake his rvcekly reports to the probation officer, but he was
grorring ilr:rcirsingly dissatisfied rvith lil 'e. IIe felt that everybody was
"ugl inst"  h i ru becau-se he \ \ 'as l r rench;  ard thel l  he fe l t  that  he could never
get anywhere without rr trade, ancl that there n'as no \ya1' of learning a trade
in his hone torvn. His story is that rrfter gmiluating fr0m the eiglith gfade
he tried to join the Navy, but rvas turnecl don'u because of a crooked spine. He
had helped his fzrther cook in a lulrber carnp one rvinter, but he liatl not cared
nluch for that. Part of anotlrer $-ilter he hari cut wood, but that did not
appeal to hirn. IIe had also driven a tnxi for a month but hacl decided that
" there lyas lio Dioney in it." FIe finally became convinced that he \vanted
to stutly aviation ; and aftef reading some advertisements ancl having a little
colresponrience l'itli a Chicago school of :r'r'iation, he decicled to go to Chicago.
He sta| ted out  some t ime in Apr i l ,  h is s isters having givetr  h im $500.

\Yhcn Anton got to AlbauJ', he stoppecl to see somethirrg of city life. When
he got to l3ulIalo, Iie stoppcd agairr. IIe was leluctant to give any details
concerning these experiences, but admitted that he becarrre acquainted with
Eorne young mell and womeD itrld speilt a considerable part of his $500 " secing
things." (His attituc.le to$'ar(l tltese experiences is one of peculiar, :rggressive
defensiveness. IIe fecls that because he rvas brought up in a small town it
was esserltiai to his budding manhood to have so[re experience in the ways
of  the c i ty . )

Anton linally reached Chicago, but with insuflicient money to pay tuition for
his course in aviation. He *-ent to look :rt the " aviatiotl college " one day,
Itut said notiring about enrollmcnt. tr'or ri rnonth he sarv the sights of Chicago,
slrending his nights in hotels and his days on the sireets, and theD he started
back. Near Buffalo he joined a road construction gang and went to rvork,
He workcd hard for t\vo montlis, lrut one day he cut his hald on a conclete
rnixer and, in adrlition to beiug unable to work, he felt itl. He wandered
about for a nhile, pir.king up odd jobs cutting lvood or rvolking on larvrrs, aud
f i t t r r l ly  boalc led a f rc ig l r t  t ra in for  Boston.

On arriving in Boston Antorr rvas held by the railroad authorities ancl taken
to the police station, where he was s'arned for riding freight cars. l.hen he
found a job unloatliDg freight cars jn Boston, and after s'orkilg at that nrvhiie
he rvent horne.

IIis si-"tefs tvere, of course, bitterly disappointed. (They have concluded
that Anton is lazy, that .he is alw-a}'s finding his immediate job too hard, and
is looking for arrd yearniug aftel' sornething easier and rnorc interestirg; they
arc a-shamod of  h is lack of  anrbi t ion to get  ahead.)

Ol his return Antol] 'worked for his fatlier in the boal.djng house for a
n'eek or so. At the time of the intervierv he tvas dliving a truck bet.ween
Roston and his lionre for a l)oultry clealer. Hi-r 111O* hrrd to lre rnnde at nieht
and lasted from 8 p. Di. one evening to 7 p. rn. the next. He was not particulri{y
wel l .  l l leased \ l i th the job,  but  exprcssed the f i r rn intent ion of  st ick ing to i t
a$'hile to show thlt he could make good.

Anton has a distressirg inferiority complex. The brief contact with him
$'as not sufficient to indicate whether this inferiority complex is genuine and is
the cause of  h is cont inuous fa i lures ol  whether i t  is  merely the excuse behind
wlrich he wishes to hitle his laziness, shiftlessness, or resilessne-ss. Tire f:rct
that he ha-s repeatedll- talien jobs necessitating hard work rvoulrl -seem to indi_
cate that he is not really lazy. The consciousness of his father's irregular
establishment tloubles him. He ditl not feel free to discuss it, and yet, of his
own accord, he spoke of the situation and s€emed ashamed aud resentful
about it.

I
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Anton's reasoning is still rather puerile: People are against him because
he is tr'rench ; Ile can get nowhere \.\.'ithout a trade; and he can not learn a
trade rvithout money. \Yhen reminded of the money given him by his sisters
he replied lvithout shnme or sullenness that he haci to have some exper.ience.
IVhen asked whether he had ever appealed to his probation officer for help in
solving his problems, he expressed surprise, " He? That olcl man? IIe never
rlid anything for me." When, on the other hand, the probation officer was ques-
tioued concelning Anton he repliecl plcasantly to this effect, "Anton C.? Yes,
I renember him. Nice boy; sure, he's getting along all right " ; antl when at
the agent's request he consultcd his record to see n'hcn Anton harl la-"t relorted,
he murmured a yague reply about having discharged the boy early. Apparentty
he has not spokeri s-itir Anton since bc.fore the bol's trip West in April. ('Ihe
minimum period of probation in this court is supposedly six months; Anton
reported less than three.)

YVON S.
Na t i ve  wb i t e ;  p r l en t s  F re r r cL  Canad ian .
- \ s { .  r l  r i u c  o f  o i l i  i l s r .  1 ; t .
M u l i e i l r a l  c o u r t ,  l h r c h  1 7 , 1 p : 8 :  S r e a l j n g ;  p l a c e d  o n  p r o b a t j o n .  [ I a s  1 4 , 1 9 2 8 :

S : r m e .  J u u e  l { ,  l r : . l R :  S t e a l i r r - :  c o m l r l i l e d  t o  S t i l t p  s r . h o c l  l o r  b o . 1 : s .
l ' a r r r i l l  a t  t iue  o f  d i - \pos i t ion  :  I ,a ren ls  ruar r i r .d  a ld  l i v ing  together ;  

"b ro thers  
lb ,

1 0 , 3 , 3  ( t w i n s ) , 9  r n o n t h s ;  s i s t e r s  1 2 , 8 , 7 , 4  a t  h o m e ;  b r o t b e l  2 0 .  s i s t e r  1 6
awaj..

Yvon has  a  good complex ion  and br igh t  eyes .  H is  s tu l r ted  s ize  and s louchy
posture indicate that he has not ahvays l ived a wholesome life, and his habit
of mouth breathing rnakes hirr- look dull an.l unintell igeirt. He is good-natured
and pleasant in corrversation,

Yvon's father is a carpenter and is usually unemploJ-ed in the winter. His
mother is a toil-g'orn Nonan who has brought 12 children into the rvorld and
has rtever beetr quite ceftain $,'liat they should do fol breacl. She has been
known to practically all the lccal social agencies-family-weilare society. over-
seers of the poor', public-health trurse. child-rvelfare clinic, gelleral hospiial, and
smail private organizations, but she has received help from them only in emer-
gencies and never continuously.

The famil1- Iir€s on al urrl-r:rvcd. u-eeriy littie side street in one of a -strnggling
row of shabby houses. Their dilapidated .,rent,' has seven rooms, all iathei
iarge but all ugli 4nd shabby. I'he rrintlow shatles tvt'r'e all ragged; the floors
$'ere dirty and littered with rubtrish; the furniture lvas poor, broken. ancl
sticky; the serving machine and maltlepiece \vere piled higf witn a miscella-
neous collection of boxes, newslral)els. b|oken clocks. unmended clothing. al}d
other thirlgs; tind the x'irrdorr-s seemed ne\-e'r to have been opencd.

The oldest son and oldest daughter do not lire at home. (The claughter left
after a quarrel rvith her father'.) But the lemaining L0 cliildren, aJ $.ell as
3 dogs and a gat, were living at home at tlie tiue just preceriiug yvon,s
court experience.

Yvon rvas in the sixth grade trt the time of his delinquency. He hacl already
attended 6 local school-s-J parochial and 2 public. IIe said that lte had no1
disliked school until he was rleuroted. IIis fir'st demotion was tlue to a oro-
longed absence \ \h i le he was suf fer i r rg f rorn a , , tash, ' ;  af ter  i l rat  he was
occasionalil ' demotecl on l,.eing transferred betrr-een schools. (He could not
remernber the reason for tliese transfers.)

The parochial  school  he iast  at tendet l  had only a long ser ies of  ahsences
marked agairrst his tame, but his lrublic--school telcher hacl a viviti recoilection
of hitn to the effcct that " he \yas absent half the time, arrtl ire sniokerl inces-
santly. His lips were actualil ' blisteletl from -smoking the cigarettes rvhich
he picked up on the streets. And then he wir,q untrurit\\.ofth).." .I'his teacher
thought that Yvon's school retardation lyns due to itis corrtinuous absence and
to his smoking rather than to mental dullness, and she had cli-scovered that he
was responsiye to praise. she thought that he !r'as probably not receiving the
proper discipline and supervision at home.

Yvon hacl never becl very ambitious and cared little for jobs. He began
selling ne'wspapers \vhen he was g or 10 yeals of age, bua he was lor a
zealous worker and did not stay at it for more than two years. He hauled
ashes a few times, but that also bored him. rre prcferred to make his rnoney
with less effort ; namely, by lobbing the church ,,poor boxes."

On }Iarch 17,7928, Yvon ancl his brother Paul, rvho. is two years older, were
brought before the municipal. court on a charge of " larceny of nichel, silvcr,
and copper coins valuecl at 91.50 " from a church. Both pleaded guilty and
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were committecl to the State school for boys on suspended sentence and placed
on probation to a local trriest acliug its specitrl lrrobation ofiicer together with
the regular cillicer.

On llry 14, the t$'o \\'ele lgain brought before the rrunicipal court, this
time with three otlier bo1--s on a charge of " larceny of one bicycle valued at
$20." I'ioth again pleaded guiltl '. Yvon again \Tits committeal to the State
school  for  boJs (a l ter l rat ive 30 days in ja i l )  on a suspeuded sentence and
piaced on probatiot f()r two J'ears. Paul rvas placed ir.t custody of his mother
on her promise to send bim to Canada to a fitlrn. Although the coult rnatle
no investigation to disco\'er rrhether the uncle's farnr in Canada rvould be a
suitable place for Paul, l"Irs. S. feels satislied from l'aul's lettels that he is
doing as rvell as could be expected. He is doing farm rvorli ald not attcnding
school .

On June 14 Yrqon was brought iu on l charge of larccny of .1i22 ivhich he had
taken from a st(lre. He pleaded guilty and this tirne was sellt to the State
school.

Yvon offers several excuses for l,is deliltluency, but norre of his excuses
seerns convincing. His first excuse is, " lly tr.ouble rvas smokiitg too rnuch,',
and he says that he feels better and thinks he has g|o$'n since he has ber:n
at the State -qchool and thus deplived of cigarettes. Another of his excuses
is that he " did Nhate\.er the rest of the gang dicl "-his gang being ilre par-
ticular group of boys rvith .whom he rvas a-ssociating at tliat moment. IIow-
evel', as he committed his last ofiense alone, he lealizes that this elicuse is lrot
adequate. He professes to have talien things just for the fun of it and not
because he needed or realjy x'anted them.

His court experiences have made no great impression on him. He spent
four nights in jail cells-tu-o piending coult hearings and two on occasions when
he rras picked up on runawa)' trips-but he clid not see anytlring to fr.ighten him
in jail. He has concluded that, although his probation ofiicerjnever paid any
attention to him. he himseif rvas responsiblo for breaking his probation antl ilrat
the state school  s 'as probably the only solut ion for  h is problen.  His mother,
horvever, has alrvarys been convjnced that he rras merely letl astray by tris
brother Paul and that he rvould eventually have matle gooil on probation lf
he had lieen giYen another chance.

rvon seems to be getting along fairly well at the in-qtitution. rre misses his
little trvin brothers and the baby rvhom he used to ,,mind ,' frequenily; :rppar-
entiy he enjoyed the fceling that he was able to nrotect ilrem.

Native $'hite; father oo.r ," ,,l,lltoJirr,,1' ot mother rot reported.
Aqo  i l t  l imp  o f  o lTpnso .  I 4 .
t r Iunic ip i t l  court ,  Al r r i l  : f i .  1028: Trualrc l .  :  n lac{ ,c l  on prot l r t ion.
Fami l -y-r t  t ime of  d jsposi t ion:  Father ur i r r r icd to i l r i rh s i fe lLuc.y s own I r lotnerand f i rs t  s tenmoths har inc di {L l ) ;  brothcis r i ,  i ! ;  s is fcr  1 l -a i  nor i je;  s tep-brother,  9 nrbnths,  in t toaralnf  t tonie.  

- - ' - - - -

Lucy ls an attractive-looking girl in spite of her blear,hetl hair n'hich is grow-
ing t l i rk  at  the roots.  She is stocl i i ly  bui l t  and rvel l  developed for  h" .  u*u,
she uscs some ronge but n'ears her hair in a pretty, gir.lish bob, and dresses
ne f l l l y  a l r ( l  app rop l i a t e l ; .

Hel family lives on one of the main ilro.oughfares of the city. 'l,he srreet
is.lined s'ith little shops and stores in ilre rear of rvhich the stolekeepers live
with their farnilies, the .qecond antl possibly thi1.d flools being occupied irJ' other
Arnel ican or  I t l r l inrr  farni l ies.  Occasionl l  detrc i lec l  l rou_ses ar i t l  r rurr le lc,us 'uut idy
yards add to tho generally unprogrcssive atmosphere of the rrt.ighbor'hoocl. lfhe
P. fami ly themselves occupy s ix roo' rs in the retr r  of  t l re i r  gr .ocer) . , ' io"n-u
par lor ,  a "  reacl ing loom," a k i tchen,  and thr .ce l redt .oonrs.

An I ta l ian t l t iss ion in the.  comuruni ty conr luct-< c lasses,  c lubs.  i rncl  re l ig ious
sefvices which are attended regularly by }tr. :ln(l f,Ils. p. and sporaclically
by the children.

rrl'. P. is a .epair man on a railroacl ancl ca'rs $132 a *'eeli. According
to the reports of agencies rvho know the family, he is sieady in his *'ork but
" easy-going " in his home. He has been maltie'r] three iirnes. and conse-
quentlj' his family lias become somc$'hat complex. Rr- Iiis fir'st marr.i:rge
he has five childlen, of q'liom four' (including Luc]-) al'e row liring at horne,
and one is in an orphanage. After the rleath of his first *-ife hc ernployed
and sutrsetluently mrrried a rvidorved housel<eeper rvho had trvo chiklren of
lier own. This second rvife died in chitclbirth, aDtl after lier deaih. ,vr. p
placcd her two children in au orphanage aud ilre ne.w baby in a boatdiug

--
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JU\TENILE DELINQUENCY IN I\IAINE

home. I{e then engagetl another r,idorved housekeeper, whom he has married
recel l t ly  ( rv i th in less than a 1-ear af ter  h is second rv i {e 's death) .  } ' rom t i rnc
to time he ita-s tlovcd the childlen in trntl out of institutions and botrrclirig
hornes, so that in tlte course of the years the f:rrnilv has become failly rvell
knorvn to the \.arious social agencies of the city.

The prescttt st()Dmother is lcat and attractive in appearance but loud in
manner aucl speech. \\'hen iutelrie\yecl by the Children's Bureau agent she
talked glibil' and voiubll' of hel stepchildren and especi{rlly of her cfforts
in behalf of Lucy. She s'as evidently eager to ru:rke a favorablc implessiotr
on the agext ,  and thelefore her at t i tude did not  bcar out  rcDorts f rom the
l l l l end i i l l (  e  o f i i r r , r ,  I r ( ' l i ce  r l l a t r ' ( ) l r .  l u r l  s r . l t o , , l  nu r se ,  t o  l he  o tTec t  l l r a t  she
rvas " excec'dingi.r' mdc impossible." B)' a previous rnarriage she also
has two chi ld lerr  of  het  orvn,  t r -ho,  n l though pal t ly  supported by her,  do not
Iive n'ith her.

Robert, the 17-1'ear+ld blother, rvas unemployed at the tirne of the intervierv.
Duriug the 

'-sunrmer 
he rvolked fol n barber, but hc has hacl no regular

occupat ion.  XI ichael ,  Lucy's other brother,  is ,  according to the school-at tendance
officer', arr habitual trnant, blrt so ftr no truancJ' cha|ge has beell brought
against him. Both boys har-e been legistered iil the s)urt docket, horvever,
for  minor of fen-ses.  In the stepmother 's  opir i ion bot i r  l re "  l ight . l ingered "  nnd
heip themsolYes to \yhaterer  they \ \ ' [nt  i l l  the store,  t iut  in v ierv of  the father 's
easJ' -goir )g r ]ature th is is  scarcely surpr is ing.

Of L i l f  ,  tht  yourrger -s ister ,  loth i r rg \ r ts  leat 'ned except that  she s 'as shar ing
a bedroom n'ith LucJ'arxl thirt the lt\'o ryere not getting on rvell together.

Indertl. Luc)' does rrot gt't orr s-ell rvith any mcniber of hel farnily. In
her stepnother's opinion she is " strong headed," " bossy," r'ough arrd r.ulgar
in hel spcech and actions at horrie, tlornineering in her attitude torvard the
chil'l len, and (leiibeliltelJ delitllit in her lelations \\'ith hcf father. Lucy
het'self sa-vs that her ftthel is eager to get rid of her, ancl is constantly threaten-
ing to send her, as rvell as the other childrerl, to the reforln scllool. She admits
tliat she is uuable to get along \yell with her nert stepmother and is indifferent
to her sister irncl brothcrs, but rvhen asked wiry she can not get along with
tirem she morel5' shlugs her shoulclers.

Lucy dislikes school and thirks she would prefer to x'ork during the day
and attend evenirtg school, but as she is only 15 and in 7A grade she must
attend d:ry schottl for at least anothel year'. She is -siiil lfut in diarring but
t lu l l  in  her other studies,  and says of  hersel f ,  "  I  am rather s lo l ' ,  I  guess,
ald n 'hcl l  the teacl ler  i r -s l is  me quest ioDs I  crn ' t  a l \ \ ' i r ls  aDswer quickly,  and then
she thitrks I don't knott'. lltul I an uralked tlorvn."

Last  summer Lucy Nirs er l ip lo) 'ed in a sardir re factoly
of lier orvrr rccord l)eciluse slre " could not stfll)d it."
houservolk irr a prir-lte honre, again lear-ing after a
because ,qlte r.t'as lotresonte for hel flietrcls.

Lucy :rls'ays iras oue spet.ill " gill fliend " s'ith whom she goes to the
" nrovies," talies n-allis, anrl il general spentls nrost of het' time. Her last
f r ienrI  har- i r rg beeu con] l ] ] i t tec l  to the St l te school  for  g i r ls ,  she has recent ly
acquired a ue\ \ '  conrpi l l t ior l .  She is  much interested in the c i rcus anr i  i r r  cat t le
ranche-s irnd lelrrls eler'-'r-thing she finds describing circus antl fanch life.
Holse-bi tck r i t l ing fasciu l tes her.  \Yheu she draws or pa'nts both of  which
she enjoys at t t l  t loes rvel l -s l te c l toosc,s c i rcus gi l ls  anci  h l t l le l .  dancers as i te l
subjects.  Al t l ror . .gh s l re does not  at te l t l  an5'  of  the t rct iv i t ies of  the I ta l ian
mission ant l  belorrgs to no c lubs,  she explessed an i l l te lest  in the agerr t 's
suggest ion th l t  she jo in a.  g i r l  reserye group.

Ear ly last  Apr i l  a s 'orker interested in the fami l l ' ,  hear ing var ious reports
to the effect tltat Lttcl' wtts " out everS night," " ctaz1' o\'er men," and '' going
rv i th str i lors,"  and that  the housekeeper ( the preser l t  n l rs.  P.)  seemed uninter-
este(l in the childten anrl 'u'as unable to make Lucy minr]. referred the ctrse to
a locrl chilcl-s-elfure agencJ. On nraking an invcst;grtion of the honte tlre
social \\.orker florn the agency found that Lucy had " rrnsncked the propet'ty of
the housekeeper " and " defietl the school-attendanee ofIicer," that she rvas
using porvdet' ancl lipstick in excess, and tliat her fatlier slapped her when,
instead of n'olkirrg in the store, she rarr out. Ilrorn tlre school-attendance
ofiicer the social rvorkel learned that durirg the preceding \\'eeks Lucy had
been absent f:requently and that tire ollicer u'as about to irave a $.arrant taken
out for her arrest on a cliargg of tmancy, rvith tr vierv to sentlins her
eventually to the State school uniess court action should prove effective. At
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IVIETHODS OF DEALING WITH DELINQUENT CHILDREN 49

the -request of the judge, the agency representative attended the hearilg,
her last contact with the case.

There is no record of the court hearirrg antl noflring to irdicate ilre
source or nature of the testimony brought against the child. .r'he court
docket merel5; shows that Lucy was chargeci with'truancy by the school-attend-
ance ofticer, rvas " fourrd guiity." committed to the state school for girls
on a suspended sentence, and placed on ltrobation for tNo yeurs. perions
attending the-hearing reported Lhat Lucy was also questioned regarding a
" joy ride rvith t'wo men and another girl " ancl corrceirring se* etfie.tetrc"-
which, lrowever, she denied having. Thcse questious t'erJ appa"eriily based
on complaints leceived by the police matron from r,ucy's fr,Ltlrer-ind flom other
sources concerning the gi r l 's  iDcl iscreet  corrduct .

wlien intervierved about her court exllelience, Lucy seemecl to regard ilie
matter _\'ery liglrtl}-.\ she \\'as, hoNever, indiglarrt at ille ju(lge's rluestious
concerning "  a l l  her secrets "  aDd reserr t lu l  of  the preseuce oi  , .so Dr i r ry r l len
lthe judge, attendance offcer, probation officer, aritl attomey] and orriS' oue
woman [ the pol ice matron]  at  t ] re hear i r rc. , '
. Lucy's lrrobation rect.rrd slrou's that slre r.eportetl trvice in xlay, orrce
in July, and once in Septentber. It contains no inlorurution colcer.tiins tho
place or nature of hc. iummei' emplol'ment, although she used lirLr^';=- 

';;;

excuse for not reporting and continuecl to use it as an excuse for son]e time
after she had ceased rvorking. 'r'he probatiorr ofllcer has tlone uoilring for
her gavg to make these entries on his carri rvhen she has come to his ofiice toreport.

Although Lucy's teacher of last year reportecl that the girl htrcl given no
trouble in the ciassroonr and that her genelll concluct rvas g:oorl, alth6r_igh the
attendance officer considered her rlelintluency due in pa.tl at'lea-qi, to the
inflltence of undesirable companiorrs ancl rliflicult liotne coutlitiols, a1d
although the school nurse thougllt ilrat if takcl frorr hor horne antl l_rlacetl
in a normal ,  heal thy environnrent ,  rv i th l r roper p lovis io l  fo l  school ,  r . r 'or . i i ,  a1d
recreational rctivities, Lucy rDiglrt become a iiappy and \.ell-adjusted chilci.
)'et no one has rnade any suggostion for placernent an1-nhere srrve il ilre state
school  for  g i r ls ;  no one has taken any i l te lest  in developi l rg her ta lent  for
drawing ei ther as a possib le vocat ion or  as a construct ive oul let ;  , ro one has
tried to substitute for the " urrdesirable comparriorrs " interest in a gt.oup of
wholesome young people; and no one has tlefirritely bef fiended LucI,.

At the time of the iutervierv she rvas attendiug sclrool s-ith iome clegree
of regularity, but i)er attendance \yas due less to :lrry refor.rlative effec[ of
court actiolr or probation thrn to tire persistent watchfulless of rhe aftcn(l:rrlce
officer, who, with the policervoman, c-xpressed the hopeful cor)clusion, ..\ye'll
have lrer in the State school yet."

PROVISION FOR CARE C_F DELINQUENT CHILDREN AWAY FROM
THEIR  OWN HOMES 

'

unfortunately all delinquent chilclren can not be cared for in their
own homes. Boys and girls rvliose home conditions or neighborhood
associations have contributed to their delinquency can n"ot ahvays
be expected to respond well to corrective treatment r.r'hile they re-
main in the same environment, and even those chilclren whose irome
conditions have not been positir,-e factors in _th-eir-delinquency may
be bet ter  able to overcome ln, I  forget , thei r  d i f t ier r l t ies ahd td f r r .m
new standards of behavior in a comlrletely nerv erryironmellt. The
tradi t ional  mct l rod of  car ing . {or  del inqr ient  ch i ld len ar lay f rom
thei r  orvn horrres is  by commit t ing t l rern tb i_ns. t i tu t io ' ,s ,  espec" ia l ly  io
state traini{g -schools. lyith the increasecl knorvred(e df coniluct
problems and their cau_ses, nerv methocls of care_are bei-ng dut'.lop"d.
rnstitutional care for delinquent as rvell as for dependenT children is
being s'pplemented 'r'ith placement i-n fa_i.nily hoines. so urut iol.luy
some _provision for the p_lacement of delinqirent chilch.en must b"e
considered in any state plan for dealing with juvenile delinquency.
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50 JUYENILE DELINQUENCY IN MAINO

In Maine the State i. 1',ro.:i, i ing crl le for rriost of the delinquent
children for rvli ich it asiiur)res responsibil i tv in its State tr:rinin:{
schoo l . .  f , r r  a  f e r v  i n  t r cn l l  i n= t i t t t t l uns .  r r r r t l ' f o r  a  : l r r n l l  n t t t r t l , c r  o f
yolrnger chiiclren exliibiting concluct 

'problems 
by piacement in

family hornes.
CARE IN INSTITUTIONS

State training schools.
No attempt rras macle in this sLlrvey to malie a thorough study of

the State tfainins schools. Tlie visiis to tirese institutions nnCL the
case studies of cli i ldlen comrnittecl to tl iem for care. however. sus-
gest  a f t 'u  ob.ervnl iorrs  t l ru t  nrr ry  Lrc l rc lpf t r l  in  corrs i r ler ing the n la i i le
problem as a n'irole.

'\ progratu of instjtutjonal training for clelinquent children has
tn'o :r-spcits: Irirst, the treatrnent of sfecific conduct clilficrilties, and,
seconcl, the preparation for a rvell-acljusted ancl happ.v l i{c in a nor-
mal cornrnunity. Neither of these can be accornplished rvithout such
a contp lete study of  the chi ld 's  p l r .vs icr l  condi t i t - rn.  nrcrr la l  capaci iy ,
environtnental brrckgronnd. and his school. worli. and general con-
duct history as rvillJield an nnderstanding of his iricliiidurl prob-
l en rs  rnc l  t l r e  be . t  r r av  o f  n reo t i ng  t l r em. ' r

Ne i t he r  o f  t he  S t r r i e  t r n i n i r rg ' s , ' l r oo l s  l r us  a r r y  o f f i , ' e r  r r l r o  i s  espe -
cially designated to mal<e social investigations either at the tiine
a child is receiyed or at t l ie t ime he is discharsed. As tire courts
do not provide this -.ervice, the only available inf<-rrmation concel'n-
ins the cliild and his home i: tliat contained on the cornmitment
sheet, sripplemented by the boy's or girl's orrn story ancl, in the
school fol girls' by such in{orrnation as parents supply on special
blanks sent to them bv the institution 'rvlien the child is receir-ed.
Physical exarninations bf the children on entrance are gir,en in both
schools, but psycrhometric tests are not given as a loutine measure
nor has any provision been made in eitlier scltool for systematic study
of the personality problems of all the children.

Both schools include in their prograrn of training health supelvi-
sion and school, rvork. and play activities. but these actir.ities are
planned for the'welfnre of thl group as an'institutional group rvith
but l i tt le emphnsis on the study ancl treatment of the inclivit luai or
his relation to l ife outside tire institution.

'I 'he provisions for healtl i  care are als<i sonrcrvliat I irnitecl. In tl ie
event of i l lness at the State sciiool for bovs, a physician anil nurse
are callerl in or the rrntient is sent to tl ier citv l iosuitrl. ' I lhe school
for girls, having a iesident physician and d'wo piacticnl nurses, is
in a positicln to cale for girls who trle i l l  anrl is. uroleover'. adequately
earrinned to sir.e isolation care to incorninq girls ancl to oirls havinoequipped to gir.e isolation care to incorning girls ancl to girls having
contasions diseases. Both schools har'e dental ecuinrnent andcontagions diseases. Both schools har'e dental erpriprnent an
weekl-v service from visitine clentists: the equiprnerrt at the bov
con
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ice from visiting clentists I the equiprnerrt at the bovs'
, sufficientlv moclern. hon-ever. to pror-icle for propln'lac-

weekly servlce rrom vrsrtlng ctentlsts; tne eqruplDent at tne boys'
schooi is not sufHciently mocl-ern, hon-ever, to proiicle for prophylac-scnool IS nof, sumcrenf,ry moctern, no\l:ever, t0 pIOYrQe ror propliYrac-
tic treatrnent, and. frorn the appearance of the boyst teeth, such
eare is greatly needei"-Cnl.""frJ"it"r"giJ. u"""pt. pregnant girls but cloes not atternpt
to give confinement care nor to provicle for coirtinucd care of the

s tr 'or further discussioD of the kind of study recomnend..d for
child entering such institutions see Reeves, Nlargat'et: I 'raining
Girls, p. 226. Russeu Sage !'odntLatloq New York, 1929.
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METHODS OF DEALING WITTT DELINQUENT CITILDREN 51

baby by the young mother. GiIIs ar.c sent to a boarding home for

conhne"ment hnd "are received back after theil brrbies irat'e been

.oini"itt..t to the Stnte clepartment of p'"rblic weifare for adoption.
This plan does 'ot take into considet'alion the 'eecls of the babies

"ot 
tfre nossibilitv that the gir.ls slioultl be encouragecl to keep the

cus todv  o f  t l r e i r  t ' l r i l , l r e t t . 3 '
The"eclucrtt ional l lrogralD at t ire Statc school for bovs provicles

for acaclemic class 
^rvoi* 

thlough the ciglitli grade and. solne tln-
g i . . , t . , t  c inss r rork for  bols  r r ' i ro  l r i r le  eoi r r l , l . tF, I  tho.e ig l i t l r  gra. le .
' - \ ' o  

i r r s t l u t . t j o t t  o f  h i g l r - s , ' i r oo l  g r i r , l o .  i s  l r r o i i , l e , l r  o t t  t l r c  i t ss l l l up t i on
t l l r t  l r r os t  o f  t l r e  boys  con rn r i t t e , l  t o  t l r e  sc l roo l  a l ' c  no t  o i ' a  su t t i c i en t l y
h is l r  r r rerr l i l l  gra, [e 

- to 
prof i t  by i t .  ) - r . t  sonte of  t f ie  bols  rvhose cnses

rr-&e stu, l ie , l '  hacl*  , -onr l r le :e,1 i l re  e ig l r t  l r  g ln,1e befo le cotr t t t r i t l t te t t t  to

t l r e  t r . u i r r i ng  sc l t oo l .  The  ma io r i l . r : o f  t l i c  bo . vs  p r ro le , i , f i ' o rn  . \ ug r r s t

1 ,1927 ,  t oJu l v  , 3  l ,  19J8 .  * c t ' c  16  r ' eu t ' s  , f  age  9 r  o lde r , .  n -nd  *e re
t l rus not  I ike lv  to reerr ter  sc l rool  o l t  ret t t t 'n i r tg  horr rc .  Al l  b t r t  12

of the irO boys paroled hacl becn in the iristitution for trvo veals or
mole before'being paroled for thc i irst t inrc. It n'ould seern clesir-

abie. thelefore, to" provicle these bor-s rvith such acndemic or special-
i ze , [ ' i ns t ruc t i on  : r i  u ' o r r l , 1  t l evc lop ' r rnv  spec ia l  ab i i i t i es  t l r a t  r vou ld

lea r I t o  f u tu re  r vage  ea rn ing  o l ' l ) ( ' l ' so l l i . l . l  s r r t i s [ r c t i o r r .  I n  t l r i s  r es l rec t

the State school f i l  gi| ls is {ortunate in thrt, in acldit ion to l lrovid-
i ng  s ,n re  i ns t  l uc t i on  o f  l r i g l r - sc l t oo l  g l r t , i e .  i nc l r r , l i ng  seve r l l  co tn -
m&.c iat  cor l rses.  i t - is  able.  t i r l 'ougl r  <. r r re of  i ts  tcacl rers.  to  g ive spcc ' i : r l
instruction iu ch'an'ing_ rncl rlcsisning..rvhich, even rvithout provirl-

i ng  r r ruc l r  i n  t he ' * ' av  o f  l , r i l ( ' t i c r l  r r pp l  i e t r t i o l r .  i s  f r t r n i s l r i r r g  so r r i c  o f

t l r [  c l r i l , l r e r r  r v i t l r  a  s i l t i s f t c i o r . v  t ne i rns  o f  se l f - ex1 , r ' t ' s s i o r r .
Ncitl iel of t ire schools has clevelopecl a real Yocational progr.am.

\\rith the exception of the courmelcial coilrscs ancl rvhatever train-
ing is bcing givcn in connection rvith the triaintenance work. no
pr'ovisicrn iris L.,een made for any vocational training thst would help
ih"  bov.  n1d g i r ls  in  t l re i r  choice of  occu|at ions lhen they leave
tLe  i n i t i t u t i on l  As  1 .777  o f  t he :1 .661  l ) oys  co r l r n l i t t e r I  t o  t l r e  bovs '
=chnot  up to Jrrne 30,  1926.  catne l rot t t  c i t ies ha.r ' ing.  | .Populat ion of
mor .e  t | ' a r r  10 .000 ,  t r i i n i ug  g i ven  i i r  f i r rm  r vo r l< .  r r - h i c [  i s  t l r e  r r ru in
maintenance rvolk oi the lnslitution, rr-ould harclly seem to meet the
neetts of all boys.

'Ihe facil i t ieifor re"reation are rather l irri i ted. Both schools have
an auditorium for assembly which they use for- tt ^mol'ies " and enter-an audrtOrtUm tor assembly \Ynlcn t l ley USe IoI '  ' '  movtes al lo el l tel ' -

t a i n n r e n t . ' I h e  b o y s '  a u d i t o r i u n r  i s  a l s o  t t s c t l - f o r  c h a P e l . s e r t i c e s ,

ancl the girls' for ptrrt ies. clatrces. and phys. l 'or out-of-cloor l l l ly
the boYsrscliool his baseball ci iamoncls fol. each cottagcl the uiris'
school jras a baseball field. a voiley-ball co'rt. ancl -sorre rope srvi'gs.
Nci ther .  sc l rool  has an; '  l t la .vgroun, I  afparat t ts  s t t t 'h  as f l ; ' ing r in  rs ,Nerther school has any plavgrounct appirraLus sl_tcl l  i is u)r lrg rurqs,

horizontal bars, and ladders,-or pole; fo1 cfiry_]r,lnq' 9lr^t.t*,1. ":Y,lt'- r  cqtr i l ,ped in. loor  gynrs i i rms 
-and 

srv imrninu l roc ' ls .  The  ̂  mrr i r r -
tenrn'ce'i-olk, of corri 'se, provides sonre ottt-of-do<-'r e.xel'cisc l 'or the
bovs on the farm,and for the girls in tire garclen.

Tliere is, as Yet, l i tt le conscious developrnent of a lecreation-pro-
glatn. 

'Ihe coitagc rrratrons, especially i i  the girls' school. helP to

*,'",1,""",i:.'ii?li,iffi fii 3ilTH'wt't''1J'o1ifi,i'E:ti,tfi"'[""ri'b'iL$!tltf#l?.P';"tR.iil1
\ Iash ing ton ,  1020) .
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52 JU\'ENILE D]'LINQUENCY IN MAINE

as I part of the treatment plocess.
The ultimate success o{ ihstitution treatment mav crenencl on skill-

ful parole supervision after the boys and girls.leave tiie institution.
lfie olncer glvllg thrs service is. in a sense, a liaison officer bctween
the child in the institution and the child's outside lvorld.

Both schools attempt to give certain minimum services in connec-
tion rvith parole. AII chiidren sent to the state schools are com-
mitted as a matter of routine until thev bccome 21 years of aget t  t r r r lcss sooner d iseharged by pro, .css o l t  I r$ ' . " '  l t  i ras heen the
policl '  of the schools, ho*-ever,-to disclrtrrge Lrols fr.om srrnervision
rv l rcn they becomc 18,  i f  the i r  condrr t , t  has been s i r t is factorv 'and thev
have not  been d isc l rarget l  t 'ar l ier ,  and to _r l ischarge g i  r ls  ivhen they
become 18 unless they-can be paroled and plece,l"in"working hornes
ear l icr .  Roys arc gener l l ly  p lace, l  on l rn i 'o le befor .e r l iseharge,  i r r
rvhreh case the super. r r r tenr lont  of  rhe schuol  usual lv  obta ins a rwi t ten
statement  f 'om a loc l l  soc ia l  i rgc.c.y  or  an i r rd iv idual -as.  for  in-
stanc.e.  n judge.  n : l re l i f f .  n  selectmin.  ( ) r  r  c ler .g. r 'nr r rn- thHt  l r , rne
eondi t ions are sal  is f r rc l  orv.  Drrr ing 192?-2s.  ;u  Lro i r  rvcre uarok r l -
35  t o  1 ra 'en ts .5  t o  o the r  re la l i r - cs .  nn r l  l 0  t o  e rnp lo \ ' e r s .  T r rese  bo ' s
a |e  s l r pposed l v  requ i re t l  t o  ma lce  q r ra r t c r l v  re t r0 r t s  bv  ma i l .  bu t  i r o
forms are pro ' ided for  th is  pur 'Pose rnd t l ie  requi rcment  is  not
alrva vs met.

Tlie state school for girls has a parole officer rvho visits homes t<r

pla',fo' special cottage good times, and duri'g the summer the girls
also harc th'ee 'rveeklr_,rgcreation 

,periods,uniler the su.per.i'isioi -ofa lec.cut i . ; rn 'or l t t ' r ' .  ' . fh is .  is  p lact icr l ly  the onlv way in rvhich thea r t rurvaLrul  \ \ 'ur- l ier- .  rnrs rs l l l 'actrcalrv tne onlv wav ln whrch the
schools recog:rize the significance of pianned uird .r,p"trrised pray

ru'hich girls are to be paioled. The^ofiicers of this institution beliIe\.C
that practically,all the honres frorn l.liich tlrlir girl lrrt pftrctrcally-all the honres frorn l. l i icir t l ieir girls cornc ar.e unfit
a_ntl that t l ie gil ls-ale better o1T if not allol-ccl to'return to them. but
they do,not ierify this op.inion^ either thro*gh their. par.le oifi...rney oo-n() t  Vcl ' l ry  i l r rs  o l ) rn lon er lher  i l r rorrg l r  t l re i r  paro le of l i t ,er
or  bv enl rs t r .ng t l re  coopcrut ion of  other  agencics.  nor  r lo  ihcy at tem|t
to inprove home conditions. At t l ie t ime of the studv 86 sirls rver.cto improve home conditions. At tlie tim6 of the stucly 86 lirls iverc
on parole-33 in 'r'orking hornes zrntl B in the homis of"relatives
Girls placed in lvorkins-homes nsuallv recer've *i a wppk hqlf ,r jGi l ls  p laeed in ' r ror l< ing usually receive $5 a week, half of

,t
I

I
I

;
I

whichls allo'rvecl thcm for their o.vn us"e ancl htrlf saved for'them bl
the scliool. occasionally gi. ls are ph,'ed in farrri ly homes to rvori<
for their board *'hile tl icv attcntl high school, otri l  ,, ferv wiro are
st i l l  a t tent l ing sc l rool  uro p la.et l  ou i  to  rvor .k  r l r r r . i l rg  the summer
vaca{ ion.  The parole of f i r 'er  t r ies to r - js i t  a l l  q i r ls  o"n narolc  . r r t ,e
l  r r r on t l r .  As  t he  g i r l s  a r r , r l l oned  ro  b r r v  t he i r  r . l o th inc  a t  r v l r o l esa je
p. ices, through the state sc l r , ,u l .  sume oi them keep up t l rc i r  contat , t
with the in-qtitution in this rvav.

As the state schools are- permitted to refuse to accept crri ldren
eonrmi t tcd by the cour ts  a l t l rorrgh thev have no agenr Dresent  at  the
hea' ing.  i t_ is  necessary {or  the judge to p.or j i t re  an ar ternat i r .e
sentence. The school for lroys reqriires that t i i is arternative sentence.
n - l r i r ' l r  i s  usun l l y  commi tmeh t  t o -  j n i l  o r  ho r r se  . f  co r rec t i on .  s l r r l l
be  s l r o * ' n  rn  t l r e  co r r rm i tmen t  [ ) a l r e l ' s .  Th i s  p r i v i l ege  o f  r e f r r s i r r l
to accept childre' committed by the court is iarelv'used by eithei

{
I

I
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18 Rey. Stat. 1916, ch. 144, s€c, 6; sec. 20 aF a4en4ed by Laws of 1921, ch. bb.
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school. Onlv one recorcl was found of such a case occurring cluring
7927_28, and"refusal in tliat case was basecl on an irriProper conimit-
rnerlt. 

'(See 
the case story of Norman {., p. 89.)-.

The Siate schools also 
"have 

the priYilege of rlischalging children
whom they con-qicler unfit subjects ior their clre.3a Ftr exarnple,.if
rhe State"school fol boys reieives as delinquent a boy too feeble-
mind.ed to derive anv benefit from the trainlng or even to take an
act ive par t  in  the inst i t r r t ional  p logram..or  a bgy so.  v io lent . thnt  he
is  a menace to the ot l rer  ch i ldren in  thc inst i tu t ion,  i t  can d isc l rarge
him and return him to the committing court, rvhere a ne\Y clsc rnust
be initiated, for the purpose of comrnitment to & rnore suitrble
institution.

case histories ,i,lhtstrating cotnrnitntcnt to the State trai,ning schools

The particular aspect of State-school commitment shown by these
case sto^ries is the diversitv of neerls that these institutions must meet.
Mildred E. and Nina B-. were committecl to the State scliooL for
qirls to safeguarcl thern from further clelinquencies and bad influ-
6nces, the St"ate school being considered a substitute for the norma-I,
wisely supervised liome li*fe 'lvhich both -of these girls lacl<ed.
Clari"ce JV^. n'as committerl for prlcticeliy the same I'easons, as her' 
home. although intact at the tinre of thc commitment, rvas consiclered
an " unfit plice " for her. Lor'"is F., on the other hantl, hacl a satis-
factorv tahitv backsrouncl but was comrnitted to the State school
for diicipline. (Seelalso the case of Tito \r., p. 14.)

Charli^e A. and Harold R., two )'olrng truants, rvcre comrnitted
to the State school because tlieir famiiics hacl failocl to cooperate
.with the attendance officers in obtaining tlieir school attenciance,
ancl Annette N. was committecl to tlie Stafe sc]rool both to insure her
further schooling and to shelter her duling her plegnrncn-. I lalt l ia
A.  was conrmi t t id  apparent ly  beenrrse the corr t i ,  hn, [  {n i ' ]e , l  to  t inr l
any  o the l  sa t j s fac to i y  menns  o f  d i spos ing  o f  I r e r  e r t sc  t t f t e t ' t r ' . i ' i r r g
o .6b r t i on  and  requ i r i nq  t l r e  g i r l  t o  k ' ave  to t r -n .  Cn r l  l l .  ex l r i L r i t e i l
i  nurnber of  t l i f f i iu l r  p"er '>onr i l i ty  1r t 'ob lc t r rs  that  neet le ' , I  I r rore l l ror-
ouqh st r rdv i l t i tn  rv i ts  g i ' r 'en l - r t '  t l l t . )  o l rc .

The crses of  Crr I  H.  and l lar thr t  - \ .  bot l r  i l l r ts t r ' : r te  t l re  t tse of  a
tt susnenclecl -qentence tt under rvliic'h a r:liild becc;rrres liable to com-
rnitnient to the State school :rs soon as he again colltcs to the atten-
tion of the public authorit ies for anv offenx', hos-er-er slight. The
story of Ernest P. t lso i l lustrates this practice, whereas the stories
of lilnest's blother Edl'ard and sister Norrna illustrate cotntnitnlent
for  nurposes of  , I isc ip l ine and sa{e l<eeping.

TLe i tcs i rabi l i tv  o l '  t l re  corr tnt i t t t te t r t -  o f  
-sot t te  

of  thesn c l i iL l ren to
an institution is 

-open" 
to serious question. Oonstructive probation

n'ork either in the chilcl's lrome or in anothel fattrily home Iriight
have assisted in or-ercotnilg some of the ultlesirable habits exhibitecl
by these childlen and at tiie sarne time ha.ve eqtrippetl thetn to rireet
niore s.,c"..sfully the many tentptations tliat rvill airvays be encourl-l l r o l ' e  s l t c cess lu l lY  r l l e  l l l l r l l y  t e l l l l ) t a t

t e r e d  i n  n o r m u l  l i f e  i r r  a  t ' o n t t t t t t t t i l v .

aOnly one sucb case--that of a gi| l---was reported during the year ertded July 31, 1928
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54 JUVANILE DEIJINQUENCY IN MAINE

I,IILDRED E.
Nat ive  wh i te ;  fa ther  Amer ican Ind ian ;  mother  repor ted  once as  na t ive  wh i te  andonce ts tr 'rench Canadirn.
Age at t ime of offensc, 1ii.Age at t ime of offensc. 1ii.
M'l jcipal court, Febriary 2, 1928 : Sex offense; cornmitted. to State scbool fotgiris.
F a-DilJ at t ime of disposition : parents separated ; mother, brotbers 1?, 14, slsters

14,  10 ,  a t  home.

Milclred is small for her age, but sturdy and apparenily in good hearth. she
.\ ne_at about her pcrson, and her darli sliin, hair,-a-na e"vei, retiaying her Inrlian
blood, arld to lrer attractiveness. She is very likable, 

'aorl 
her c-frnii.f, urarrner

malies her_appealilg. Ih's. E. said that lriiclred lyns double-jointeri and hadnot learned to lvalk until she was B years of age, but there is lo ei-iitence otany serious defect at present.
Mr. D. is an rlrdiau. He is lazy and shifiless and has been i. jail a numbor

of times for his excessive ctrilking. About seven years ago his d;iDking leal to
a separation botrveen him and his flmil1..

llrs. E. is a nerYous and excitabre \voman and is said to ,,enjoy poor rrealflr.'.
sirtce her separation from her husbanil, she and her chiidren h-arle beerr more
or les-s corrstantl)- depend-ent on the stale, and for the last ilrree oifou. 5,eu*they have been supported as paupers. The to'vn irr rvhich ttrey iivJ-ias-palrt
tlleir rent, supplied them.'$.iilr rvood, antl allorvetl them about $10 a rveek for
food lntl clothing, collecting for these disbursements from the siate appropria
tions for Indians. Meanrrhile IIr. D. has contirruetl to maintrin his x'ilirngne-ss
to support the family proridecl they live r.viflr him and once, increed, \[rs. E. triertthis, but she couid not stay rviili him. Apparenily neiiliei tue 

'toil' 
'or thestate has made further effort to get lrr. E]io conti'ibute to the sulrlrort of hisfamily.

'r'he family live in the French section of ilre city, in a small 4-r'oom shinglehouse. The trvo do\\'lrstairs Iooms seemecl comfofably fur.riished. rieat, altlclean at the time of the intervierv, but flre air lr-as batl orvirrg doub6e.*;s to thepoorly ventilated toilet room in the attachccl s,ooclshed.
Ilildred has a rather irlegular school a.d rrork history. From time to timeshe bas sta)'etl home frorn schotrl in order to irelp hel moiher rvith thJrl-ashilg

or other housen ork, :urcl sornetines she bas st.il'etl out of school in orcler tt,play truant rvith her frientl Elsie. After she began to rvork her school attcnr_l,
ance became quite spasmodic.

T{er first job was that, of dormitorJ' maicl in a school. She earned g? a weekand her room ancl board, but rvlen, in spite of her carefuily cani.rufl-aseo bea.it l'as discovererl thnt she sp-ent her trighis out, sbe ou. OGira.S.,l.-" 
-'-

n'ollowing her discharge she returned to school again untii i-tre touna a jotr
at a small hotel. Her duties consisterl of rvashing dishes, makini n.Or, o"Oscrubling floors, a,rd her wages rvere $7 a wcek. -a.fter three or f"our monthsof this she returned to schooi agai', anrl then to another disrr-r.ashing job, thistime in a lestanra't. some of lrer ea'nirgs she u,secl for clothes, ancis"ome st,r,gaYe to her rnother. Just before the offelse for rvirich she l-ai cornmitterl rcrthe state school she rvas again_a_tgen$ing scrrool; she was in the seventil grade
of the model trainjng school ancl tiked boTh her teaclrer and the -*ctrooi*lortr.
. .  one evering lr i ldred went to i l re "movies,,rr,- i th her tr lenifni i ie.- i tsie tra,tthe money to pa)' for tlieir ac-hnission, but her father tiart torttirtctel fer to go
to the theater', anal so l'hen she enterecl the theater ancl sal, her father thereshe rvas_af.aid to go home lest she receive a beating. so she took lrll?reo rvitrrher to the home of the mxnager of the ilr_eater, with *rrur" trr"v .p."t pu.t orthe_ night' _latcr goirg to the next to\yn with money that he fur;isried.-

When Mildred did not come horne from the i ,movies,;,  Ur.s. n. 
'went 

tothe tlieater and askecl the manager if he knew where her oaushter'\Tas. Hc
:gnlied^tit_at-he did not, anil, after Miklrecl had remained a*iy-rff 

"igtrt, 
Urs.E. noti f let l  the pol ice.

The chief of police issuecl a $-arrant for the child's arrest, found her in thcneighborirrg torv', brought her home, ancl confined rre. i" irr"-io.t-.ip. (I.tre
valious peopie intorriel'ed disagreed as to rvheilrer ttre girls were AejaineO ila boardirg-house in dre town in rvhich tliey were found "or in tire iaii ot ttroi.o$-n toln, or botir, and no records could be found to setile tt is rlol"t.- flr.rs.ere celtainly detl i l led,somelhere for at least one night.) f fre chiei-of pofici ,wrs alreirdl' fanriliar $'ith , trle- girrs_and questioneii triem concerning trrei.experiences; he also requested Nriss T., the wornan member of the oierseer.of the poor, to qlrestion therr.

No o'e seemed to remember the details of the court heari'g. Irrs. E. hadbeen notified as to the time arrd was present. Miss T. tratl aske?- to bJ'notitiea.
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but having received no word., she did not appear. On a charge of having
been " wanton and Iascivious in speech ancl behavior," nlildred n'-as committed
to the state school for girls antl was almost immecliately conducted there
by Miss T.

Physical examinatiorr on atlmission to ilie state school shoq-ed that, although
Mildretl had had sc.x expericnces, she \vas not cliseaseci. She rvas found to be
in good 

-healtll, itlld, as she airpearetl to be nolrnal, she $'as rrot given a mental
!gst. She hrrs been promotecl to the eighth glade and gets al6ng very well.
She presents no coDduct tlifiiculties irr iire sclhooi and il consitleied a ,,nice
chl ld."

Mrs. E. is still indignant over ilre rvay the case .n'as lianclled. she feels
that the manager enticed the girls into the theatef antl kept them \\.ith him,
and if she had known at thtt time q'hat she knorvs rror,v she rvoulcl liave tried
to prevent }lildred's comnlitlllent ald would have " gole trfter lrim.,' No action
had been taken against the mrl at the tirne of the inlerview, eight months later,
because according to the chief of polit:e it n'as impossible to'obtiin any evidence
against  h im.

About four months after xrildrecl had been cornrnitted to flie State school,
Miss T.  r 'eceived a complrr int  that  n l i ldred's 14-1.eat . -o l {  s is ter  l 'as a lso , , ru!-
ning around." She talked ilre rnatter over \vith llrs. E. arld ]ins heald no
further cornplaint since.

Elsie, nlildred's friend, is about a month olcler than Mildred. She hns bcen
general ly  considered a tough gi r l  nnt l  the leadcr.of  any escrrpades in lvhrch
Mildred took part. She is one of 12 chitdren. rrer rnother is French und her
father is a Scotch Canadiau who belieres in ruling his chilclren witlt an ir.ulr
hancl. . Elsie speaks bitterly of his stemness and of his practice of whipping
the chi ldren.

Dlsie rvas kno$'n to the police before the delinquency in question. Ol one
occasion shc had run a\\'a)- rvith a man frour a curnivrrl and- gole to calacla
rvith 'uim.- 

Later, after she harl run ir\yil)' flom him, he rvas apple.hentled and
prosecuted. She and lrildred hacl also been questioueci by ilre chief of police
at tintes wlien the1. lyere seen on the streets at nisht.

Her part in the prescnt delirrquency has been L'\plaiued in connection $.-iilr
Mildred's story. The girls rvere arreste<l together and both cornmittetl to the
state scliool for girls. Elsie's father rvas present at the hearing and rvas rluite
satisfied rvith the disposition.

Els ie is  onl .v in the s ixth grade;  according to the State-school  record she , , is
stupid but is learning as fast as sire can.', She rvas under treatmetrt for
gonorrhea for nore than six months but has been discharged recenily.

Native $'hite i Darents lt"lioo. 
tt*^ 

"'
Age at  t ime of 'of fensc.  15 or  16.
l!unicipal court, Ap,ri1 ;. 1..r):.18 : Sex offense; committc_d to State school for glrts.
F". . , ] ] l_" t . - i i " l ,  o{ .d isposir ion l ,Fr ! .her.  dea, l ,  mortr . r . , t " .o i r . . i :  i r :J  t r - .ot t ,* , r* ,  .n"

s lS Ie r ,  une  s tpDn t ' o l l rm .  one . s l . . ps i s l c r  b16uCh t  up  i n .  i o s t i t u l " i oo ,  a l l  now  . l i v i ngirr different plrrces. Nina living s'ith mari;ied siepsister.

- Nina is a pretty girl wittr brorvn hair and big brorvn eyes. r:Ier beautiful,
clear complexion is very fair. she is sLiort in stature and lather stout, buf
neat and particular about her person. According to va|ious reports, she is a
good mimic and can sing rvell. She seemecl eager to talk \yith the bureau
agent, aud her. manller was pleasing and bright.

Mr. B.'s flr'st rvife died in rtaly. lerrving hiru wiflr four chilclren. He mnr.ried
again and hatl three childle_n by his second rvife. He moved his entire family
!o Nery York city, rr-liere Nina $''as born and rvhere his second rvife deserted
him. He died soon afteru'arcl ald his children rvere placed in an iustituticrn.

Nina's oldest half-sister r,ucia left the institution after a rvhile and rvent.to
live in Maine. she also took Nina's orvn sister 'rracy out of flre institution.
rn turn Tracy, n'ho had marriecl and gone to Rhode rsland to lir.e, tooli Nina
out of the institution to live $'ith her. The remaining chilclren are norv scat-
tered about in various places.

Nina n'as about 13 years of age rvhen she nent to live in Rhode
She rvas frequently left at home alone. and on one such occasion her
in-larv, rvho \yas many 1-ears her senior, attacked her. \yhen Lucia
that the girl .was not receiving proper care, she brought her to nlaine.

Lucia and her husband had not been married until after they had four
ehildren. But rvhen Nina carne to live rviilr them they rvere buying their littfe

Is lanr l .
blother-
learnetl

I
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home and seemed to have an establishetl tlornestic 1ife. l'hey attended chutch

ancl took part in the recreationat activities of the Sunday school, antl dulittg

the sumrn6r the chlldren atterrded the mission school and playecl in otre oi lhe

ci ty p laygrounds.
iciotitiog to Lucia, Nina rvas a " good girl " and gave her no trouble when

she frst ca"me to live in l{aine. she graduated from ure eighth grade and

then stayed at horne for a time to help Lucia in the house. Lucia rvanted lter

to so to high school, but Nirra rvanted to go to work. She attendt'd night scltoctl

for a sliort time.
Mrs.  Y. ,  the sunday school  teacher of  Lucia 's ch ' ldren,  heart l  a l rouf  Nina

and tooli a friendly interest in her. In llarch, 1927, Nina, very much upset,

came to trIrs. Y. and told her. that she 'was afraid oi Lucia's husbtnd becluse
he had forced her to have relations lr-ith hirn on several occasions, and that

Lucia. when she sarv her husband shol'ing favor to her, abused her. Mrs. Y'

tried to actvise the girl, but as Lucii.r leeded Nintr's help :rt hotne, things $'ent on

without any great change for a rvhile. At last Nina ran a$'ay.
Nina founcl a job in a iarge bakery. she did piecervork, earlling from $12 ro

$22 tr rveek. nor two or thfee months she succeeded in concealing her rvhere-

ibouts from Lucia alrd Lucia's husband. But Nina rvas living rrith girls n-ho

began to have a bad influence oll her, and, according to nlrs. Y., she " began to
go astray." one tlay she .lvas taken to the police station and given a " talkittg

to."
she continued rvorlring at the bakery, but at last Lucia's husband met her

on the street and forced her to go home rvith him, refusing to let anl'one see
her. IIrs. Y. learned of this and called in a children's agency' which removed

Nina from Lucia's home ancl, in aecordance with her own wishes, allowetl her to
go to n l |s .  Y.' 

I]nfoltunately IIrs. Y. haal no place for Nina in her orvn home, but sh'e -soon

found a position for her in a hospital, enabling the giri to earu $30 a month

at td l tet ' -board and room b) '  n 'a i t ing on the table i l  the nurses'  l torne She
rvorkecl there several months and for a rvhile tried to put $5 a rveek in the

bank. But soon [Irs. Y. an(l the childrell's agency began to receive reports

that Nina rvas being iufluenced by an undesirable comfailion, that she was

keeping late hours, and that as a result she rvas too tired to tlo her work
prnire"l-v. They tvarned and advised fhe girl, but her irregular hours continued

and she l'as finally discharged from the hospital.
XIl.s. y. rvas still loath to have Nirra sent to an illstitution, so she placecl

'her 
in a home 'where She \\'as to lrc'lp lvith the houserrork. Nina t'ernltirtecl

there only flve clal-r, horYever, as she " could not -qtand tho cooking," ancl rvhen

IIrs. a.. fbultl anotler horne Nina absolutely refused to go. IIrs. Y. then took

her to the mutticipal Coult ancl, on a charge of " being fould in cit'cutnstances of

malifest 4anger of falling into habits of vice or imrnortrlity," had her comurittetl
to the state school for gi|ls on April 3, 1928. No specirrl itivestigltion was

made by the cou] . t ,  nof  \ \ '2 ls  Lucia or  the agent of  the chi l t l reu 's tgency crr l le t l

in  for  ihe hear ing.  But  I I rs .  Y.  a1d tho pol ice matrou (w1o hacl  war l ret l

Nina On one occasion) reported rv l rat  the,r 'knerv of  the gi r l ,  r rncl  af te|  spending

one rright in the women's deteutiort r0our of the iail, Nina was tulicn to the

Statc school .
Nina denies having harl an.'' sex experiences except those forced orr her by

her brothers-in-larv. Shc ildmits. ho'wever, that h('r choicc rtf conlp:rnions lYas

ruot a5ove criticisui. She feels rathel keerrly that she has bccrr chelted out of

a real home life.- 
she has been placecl in the higir-school cornmelcial class at the state school,

ancl for rnaintenance work she lias been assigned to the medic'l room to heip

the school pbysician. She likes this rvork so much tliat she thinks she would

like to talie a nutse's training course.
I I rs.  Y.  has not  lost  i l terest  in Nina.  She has founr l  that  Nina is  g i f ted in

musiC ancl has managed tO rlise some mongy to proyide for lrusic lessorts for'

her at the state school' 
cr.ARrcE w.

Native lviiite: palents French Canatliail.
AEe at time of offense, 14.
| t - "o i i ip"- t  cor i i t ,  June 1F,1928: ,Sex of fense;  comnit ted to State school  for_gir ls .
b-miin;i linie'ot oisposition: Parents narrlcd and livlng together; brother 3,

sisters 19, 16, 9, 8 at home.

clarice is a rlaintyJooking giII rvith a childish face and timorous maniler.

IVhen seen at the Slate schogl she was in a tearful mood and said that she

lvas very homesick and wept every day.
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I\{ETITODS OF I]EAI,ING WITTI DELINQUENT CITILDREN a t
The family ]ive in an ugry, barnlike frlrne house at the end of a short blind-al ley street. The house fu-unpair i tci l  nn,f- i lo_stree.t urpaved;a cinder path,fr inged * ' i t l i -dusty weetls, leading to t ire i ' .a. oou. i ;  i t ; ; . f ' "pni.o"n. Theyard space is Iarge ,but equally unlrttraciive. _Trre rooms, alflrough plainryfurnished, ale liopt clean nncl oiclerry. rt,e l,urtor:,-r.-itr, i* o,jiloilin"n uodslil'f chairs, has a cokl ,ancl. unused ioor,, rr"t' rire other roolrs see' honrelike.'rhe family are buying the ho.se ana trave-aaa.a a 

""-r,nr--of 

-ffi.ur"*arrtr.
They lent out sevcral rooms on the seconrl floor.

Irr. 1y. is a thin, n-or'-lookiug nr.rr. rre works._on a night shift in a mir,earning $19.50 for a fir'e-tra1' s'eirr. one oi the milt toienren 
-.etx,,.i"it 

tt at t ewas a hard and -qteady n'orker ancr adr'lecr that he t"L* li.. 1i;.'i; go off onlittle -wood-cutting jobs cruring the aay to earn extra money. xlr. \y. adrnittecldri'king -scme, b.t said ttrat rre u-qutrli a"untl" moderation.I{rs. \1'. is a crisD, _rrcat-lo.king ;o-il. srre las rraii 11 children, b ofwhom have ilied. rr addition to tiling her-'house*.ork, she tries to add to the
fltlt l1::il" 

by laundering hospitat-uniiorms, for wrri.r, .r.,"-.u.ni'rrom gb
I'he trvo clder eirls. -pa-uline and trfarguerite, are employed as hospital traygirts, earnins $8.50 and $5 a week, respEcti._rr;, prus Trr.eiJ ileJls.""lr'argueliteis fat and pale and r ices lot. took'wert-.-- i1J complains i l rat for f l le rast fewyears she has been alllicted n'ith a str.ange-diorvsiness and ilrat as soon as sheceases to tlo active ttn.S.f!" is oyerlroweieAwltrr sleep and must lie do\yn lestshe faint. The other chii.rpn-sp-sm'freallf,,V anrl lively. trIr. \\_. said that allthe children, as well as llr,-s. w., naa fiao ii.o.iLrr., *.itf,"irr"i"-.y".'rid\"d rr".nthreatened rvith blinrtness, trut ai pr:"r"-i'tl"ii is no eviclence of this.The generar imnressi'n'gained f;,,;i iil'il;;e visit rvas oiu ,root-urro orderryhousehold ilnd '. 

.fairrr- 
congenial, rairty norinar familv life. rntervie*,s iviththe chief of police, trre'rocat visiiiltili".";';;;'nt irre oie.se"". 

^oi.irrn 
ion". onothe h.ad nurse e'rnlo'ing pauline;r"l..ni;i.d;""ite, horvever, rerealerl the familyin rL .ailrc. rriffer"nr iiitlt--cr,",ij;;i;fi;;rr* reported that wrren the criildrentre.e srnallcr boilr the irouse ancl trre yoiirGiers used to be in a deplorable stateof clirt arrrr di'cordcr. 

Stre grrret-oi p"iii! ."r",,'t",r irrat"arroiitl-do';n,o". usonrrs. \\r. *'as in rhe ha,it o1 spe.',rini h;; 
";;;r-"rd;aJ:r;;"r'.'i.rii, 

,,qu"r_
tionabte characters." rvhire rrei hu.ffi;;;;nrritu";ng- nl,,i,ii'i""r.ir.gfor her.She Nourd leturn home 

{t"t -riiiiisiii iiirr il,,,,ont quafrers rvourtl therr takeplace bet*'een the trvo. T'e other i;i;.;'i.t"; arso criscrosed the e\istence ofvulgar quarrels bettveen lI"._u"A lf"*. W.,""oo."a both b.v nfr.s. 1y.,. conrluct
]]:ll l!!gl men anct by_Mr'. rv.,s ceaseies..',,ii oo"ert.ainecl clemanct( on her_ugtv quarrels, overheard ancl cliscussed by t'he chirclren. oir"-;-i';;;=;'quarrers*as saicl to hare led to a separation rretrileen-1r.. and n{rs. w. rast spr.i.g, f,rrs.w' going to canacla for sei'erar weer.s, nui a^pparentty the breach was raterhor led .

In 7921-25 Clarice n a5 in the fifth grade of flre public sehool ; as her
3,t]:T-gg*-r];u.e many_and .ho, g"oo".,-"r"6i'i;". music-anrl rlr:rl.iirg. \\-ere ro\v,sne was not promoteci. The public--schoot nteJtrave no furthet ,"c,,"?t'ni Cll,."ice,but one of the rfl'ench narocliial scnoois iras'a I'ecord shor.-ing that shr-, enlolledt.ere in September. rs2e ;thei iste.; ."; ; , ; l : . ;ro, $.s, ho\yc\_er, that Ctarieeleft school after a few n'eek,s 1" g""t"'ii;".ri. This coincitles rvith clarice,sstory that when she was 18 y"n.."of ogo'rtre'i&t s-ctroot to sirrr.iituie us'hospitaltray girl for her sister rvho'was ifi 

-'-S-ne-ivoil"O 
to. about a year, nithout arvork certificate, eivinq tier ea""ings'iri trer^motner. D'ring this tirne theschool-artenclairce officet rras eiflrcr."ir"uirui, of or reconcilecl to her nllsencefi 'om school, as he matte 

"n 
nt:o. i ton.- 'Ac;".,11"g t""r i" i i ' "r"". . to"y, 

,Crn"i"n
returned to a nublic s.hoot a.eain 

-iirr."'ir".,"ister 
reeoverecl, ancl slrorrythereafte'she herserf had an."Ei.r. 

"t'iii""iuti" 
fever.vhicrr riept her out ofschool for -sevet.al monilrs. . On frei recoverl,*^fr"i 

"ya, 
troubled her, and instcadof  go ing  l 'ac l (  lo  s r .ho , r1 .511s  

" , " " "p i "J -a- - ie r 'manent  
job  as  t r ry  g i r l  in  theI to .sp i l : r l .  I t  \ \ . i l s  i t t  t l r i s  l in rc  t l l t t  l l ( , l , rno t ie r -went  to  Ca l lada.\Yhen .r.s. \y' ret'rnecl.she fo'nd trrui'iiio.i"u rvas no ronger emrrloyerl butrvas spencling her davs,rvith stela, a mc,trrertesi si;r #iui';'b#',1"iir,u,ro.,.Finrline herself unabie to r.,"eor.-iiri! 

'i.i;;;."il; 
and get Ctarice back 

-to 
rvortr,llrs. trY. called on ilre wornan member of tle .o-verseefs of the poor, whoadvisetl hel to ca]l in ,rhe. woman oeputl. siie"ift io i".."-tri"-siJ. rvtiictrllrs. \Y. ditl. The deputJ, sheriff rr's ,i"i' .nii"noa *itfl rr'u.,lirri C.la.!ce, notcoming upon the farnily at an unpropitioirs monrent she concluderl that they

I
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58 JUVENILE DELINQUENCY IIT MAINE

11 a t  home;  b ro th€rs  2 l

\\.ere a disorderly, unclean, foul-mouthed, and immoral lot, anal that ttre home
was an unflt place for clarice. she promptly i-emoved tlre girl to a boarding
home for the night, collectins the cosf of loclging from Xlr. ]V. Th9 following
day she took Ciarice before tlic sheriff. Clarice confessed having had sexual
relations x'ith seven or eight mcn, antl on the strength of this confession she
\r'as brought before the municipal court on a charge of " being found in
circumstaiices of manifest dangei of falling into habits of vice or immorality."

The hearing. as describecl by llr. \Y., rvas attended only by the deputy
sheriff, the nnmari member ol the overseers of the poor, Clarice, and her
parents. The case rvas discussed, and the dcputy sheriff (rvho $'as also a
foember of the municipal board of chilclren's guardians and thus in a position
to place childrerr in boa|ding homes) recomrnended that for a little $'hilo
Clai'ice be placcd in some " nice home " rn'here her palcnts could see h_er and
fiom which they woul(l be free to remove her. llr. W. stated that he and
his wife consenied to this plan, duly signing the papers submitted to them
by the judge. After obtaiiling their signatures the judge read the papers
aioud to them, and they realized for the first time that t1e5' had eonsented
to commit olarice to the state school for girls, from rvhich ilt spite of all
their efforts, they hale thus far been uDable to remove her. (This probably
irlcorrect accoutlt of the hearing coulil not be veri.fled as the court record con-
tained no dctails and the tleputy sheriff llas diecl.)

Clarice hatl neyer confideti in her motlter, and although trIrs. W. had
objected to her daughter's frienilsirip lvith Stella she never suspected ber
of any misconduct sufficiently seriods to I'arrant commitment to an institution.
nfr. \Y. said, " Of course tirose tlvo rnen forced her, but she didn't kno'w rvhat
it \\-as all trbout and she rras ahvays a good girl; she never lied, never stole
an1'thing, antl neler rras irr trouble of any kind." Both palents show less con-
cei' ote. their doughter's present and future rvelfare than over the fraud
that tlre}' allege rvas practiced on them in committing clarice to the state
school.

Claricc has littre to say couceruing her court experietrce. Accorcling to her
institutiontrl record her story on adrnission was thftt her home \f its " \-efy un-
<tlean anrl irnmortrl," tllat her t\\'o older sisters \Yel'e immo|al, and that she
hacl mn arvay flom horne a grelrt deal. At pfesent, horver.er, she says that she
has a goot'l home aDd \-as alrvays "'rvell usecl " there anrl $'ould like very nuch
to go back. Asicle fronr her hornesicliness. she sclems to be getting on fairly
wel'i in the institution. S1e is in tlie sixth grade and likes her school work.

IOUIS F.

Nativ,^ rrhlte: parents French CanaaliaD'
Ase at t lme of-offen-qe, 1.3.
l \ I i rn ic ipa l  cour t ,  l l a rch  30 ,  1928 :  S tea l ing ; .eomml t ted . to

a t  t ime o f  c l i spos i t i in :  Parents  mnr r ied  and l i v ing
5 :  s i s t o r s  2 ;  1 7 -  1 , 6 -  1 5 .  l 1  a t  h o m e :  b r o t h € r s  2 l

Stnte sehool for boys.
t , 'gethPr ;  brothers :12.
19,  s ister  23 away.

F r r m i l t i  r  I  l i r r r n  o f  , l i s D o s i t i , ' t t  :  P r
1 5 ,  i ,  i ;  > i s l o r s  2 i ,  1 7 ,  1 l l .  1 ; .

Louis is small for his age, but seems well built an(l health)'. He has large
bror.n e.res ancl rvould be a gootl-looking boy if his teeth 'were cleaned properly.

The tri. frrmily lives in one of nlaine's smaller mill towns. They rent the
second flool of a tirree-stor-v flat opposite the river" not far from a mill and
railier near the railroad tracks. In spite of the large farnily, they have onl"v
six rooms, but tliese are fairly large, well lighteal and r-entilated, and comfortably
furnislted.

1'he father and otclest son are employerl I'egularly in the mill. The 18-year-
okl boy n-orks steadily on a farrn. The trvo girls, aged 25 and 17, work in a
factory, but their etnployment is seasonal.

Mosi'of the family intervierv \\'as conductecl with the older sisters, as 1\{rs. F.
speaks only Ifrench. These sisters are pretty, neat, well-manneretl. and intelli-
g^ent girls.'They are keonly awaze of the existing prejudice against the " x'rench

iopui'a6on," rvliich they aie made to fecl even though they are American-born
iit-ircns. 'ilhcy realize tlat one of the be-qt rvays of keeping Joung peopie out of
trouble is to occupy and interest them in rvholesome recreation, but thej'find
that the communify proYides only the barest millimum of wholesome recreation
facilities and that in the )'oung people's clubs and group organizations the
" French chilclren are not rvanted."

Louis attendeal both pubijc and parocliial schools. Fle gave no trouble but
clitl not do well in eitiler school. IIe n'as never given a mental test, so that
it is impossible to say whether his failures s'ere tlue to mental cleficieney or
to lack of interest and application. Ho does not appear to be a dull and back-
ward child, nor does his clevelopmental history show any abnormalities.
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Ile received very little spencling rnoney from his father, but he was able
to earn enough himself by clelivering papers on Sunday, by picking beana
on a truck farm in summer. anrl by shoveling snow and bringing in cbal and
wood in winter. IIe went to the " lrol-ies '' about once a week ancl played at
home with his brothers and sisters, never giving his family any trouble.

Last winter Louis receivecl $5 from a man who liad tappecl a gas meter and
who $'anted Louis to trs-<unrL! the blame. The boy accordlngly pleaded guifty
to the charge in cL,urt l)ut plilately related the true story to his ahuni.
when his fanily lear.erl of his innocence and reported it, he n'as released by
the cc-urt.

.\ftel thi-. inci(leDt Louis became less trustworthy. Ife frequenfly slippecl
&way flr,il ll(,tue to join a group of boys at the local poof room. Wnen
his fatht,r trit,tl to keep lrim in he rvould become sulky, antl, after supposedly
going t,, bed. he \rould steal off to spend the rest of the evening at ttre pool
roorx. Louis rvorked there, setting up balls at a cent a rack from g to f2.80
at night. He also played pool and sometimes gambled with the boys in order
to r, . :rk.,  ,  nough money to play.

\\'ire. llr. n'. rvent to the pool roorn to look for his son the proprietor would
sl]cak the boy out of the back door, and when his sisters tried to find Louis
tire proprietor hid him in a closet.

One evening Louis stole {10 from a man, in order to pay for his pool games.
The the,ft 'was promptly discovered and a warrant issued, but beiore it rvas
served r,ouis *'as assured that if he confessed the case would be clropped.
He refused to admit the theft, was arrested, brought before the munic-inal
court, found g'uiity of larcen-r', and committed to the State school for boys
(alternative sentence of commitment to county jail). (The pool-room proprie-
tor was required to pay the court costs and to refund the stoien money.) 

^

Louis's famiiy have concluded that probabty the State school was 
"tlie 

only
possible disposition, and yet they think that if some one hatl taken an inreres[
in the boy and tried to heip him, he might have macle good at home. \yhen
interviewed at the state school, Louis said that he thought he deserved
commitment. IIe seemed to be getting along fairiy well st t[e institution.

CH.A.RLIE K.
Native white; parents natlye whlte.
Age a t  l ime o f  o f fense,  13 .
Mun ic ipa l  cour t ,  I Ia rch  20 .  Ic28 :  ? ruancy :  comml t tear  to  s ta te  schoo l  fo r  boys .Fauiry at t ime of disposirion : pa.rcnts mirrrted and livi 'ng i;nher; 16";i i l";;"d;

7, 3, 2, l lving at [one; housekeeper ajso rn nome.

charlie is average in size, general developrnent, health, neatness, and cleanli-
ness. His manner when interviev'ed is at first shy, but he is fran[ and respon-
sive if encouraged.

charlie's famiiy lives on the second floor of a large tenement house direcfly
opposite a public school and public-school playground. They rent flve lighi
rooms, a bath, and a sunny porch for $Z a rveek. T'he rooms seen were rug-
less' scantily furnished, and untidy, and the tenement halls and stalrways were
dark and dirty.

The neighborhood is not especially objectionable. Near by sre one or trvo
other tenements. a garage, a store or tsto, and one an(I two farnily detached
houses. The absence of yard space for play is parily compensated ior by the
playground across the street for the older ehildren and thl tenement porches
for the babies.

Charlie's father is a truck driver, earning, when he works regularly, $21 aweek. In the past ferv years, ho.rvever, his employment has not been very
steady.

charlie's mother has been employed on and off for the last four years in a
shoe factory. where she earns $13 a week rvhen work is steady. During her
absence the children are cared for by a housekeeper.
. The overseers of the poor have had to help the family nearly every winter.

Althctugh no soeial records lvere kept, the clerk of the overseers retained vari_
ous general impressions to the effect that Mr. K. ,, was not very brfuht," thal
he n'as unable to hold his jobs, and that he had never amounted to-anything.
He also said that several rvinters ago NIr. K. had raised faney dogs'in his
house and that on one occasion the tol'n visitor had found the fouse so filtby
that he had called in the local department of health, threatening to stop relief
until the house had been cleaned.

98523"-3O-5
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JUYENILE DELINQUENCY IN MAINE

The family has also been knorvn to the loeal Red Cross. In the n'inter of
1928 several of the children came to tbe home of one of the Red Cross nurses
with a " beggiug letter." The nurse visited the home ancl found that lIr. K.
had been out of \york for several motths, that the famil5' l'as \Tithout food,
and that the bnby $,'as ill. She prolltptly put in some groceries and plaeed ilre
family on the milk list. Tn'o days later she macie another visit ancl found
that the baby had diecl. As the fanlly l'as receiving aid from the overseers
of the poor and lhs. K. rvas rvorking irregularly, and as there was no other
illness in the home, the Red Cross ciosed the case by rcfer.ring tbe childreu
to the S&lvation Army.

The famil5' has had a greai (.leal of illness. I'hree othel
died, tlre causes of death, accordirig to the mother, being whooping eough,
inflammation of the borvels, and hernia. rl'irr: se'.:ol11 oldest child has recently
been taken out of a plaster cast rvhicilrtrs ,qupposediy correcting a tuberculous
hip. and tr{rs. K. has just recor-ered from a complicated surgical cperation.
On the day of tbe interi.ierv tle I'oungest child n'as sick and rrailed con-
tinucusly. The three othel children \\'ere playing about anil quarr.eling rvith
vlgr:r, but they looked pale and tirin.

Charlie has a rather maturc loyalty toward lris family. His version
of the dog breeding was that his father had been gii-en a dog ancl that
one day, in otie of the family bed rooms, thls tlog gave birth to a litter of
eight or nine pups, 'rhich none of the family couk'l i.)ear to kill. Sorne of
the pups were given arva;, bub some \rere raised in the home.

Charlie had not j-et had a retrl job. trfe sornetimes heiped his father wash
automobiles, but whenever he \yas paid for this he gave the money to hls
father. His only earnings rvere for shoveling snorv in the winter.

For recreation he used to go to Saturdal' afternoon " movies " and to $alva-
tion Army meetings. rvhere he and his brother had a good time " singing,
praying, and testif)'iug."

After several faiiures in school Charlie was placed in s special gxade.
EIis parents disagreed as to the reason for his retardation. IIrs. K.
thought it was due to natural slorvness, r,vhereas 1{r. I{., who considers
hls son bright, thought the retardation rvas due solely to his truancy. Last
rvinter the faniill. receiled aimost daiiy calls from the school-attendance
officer, but usually at times rrhen tr{r. ,end }Irs. K. \t'ere not at liome. I{r. K.
occa-qionally took Charlie to sclool himself, but as soon as he left Ciiarlie
would leave, too.

His school principal had never given him any mental tests, but she
thought that his mental capacity \\'as subnormal. She professed an entire
lacli of sympathJ' l'ith the boy, horvever', and rvas convinced that he had
never been truthful concerning the reason for his truancy. After talk-
lng with his parents she coneluded that they were lax and lndlfferent and
that IIr. K. was " irresponsible," and, although she had never visited
the home, she had no doubt but that home conditions wefe very bad. She
felt satisfled that Charlie *'as unflt for any other treatment than the discipline
of the State school for boys.

fn llalch, 1928. Charlie's trualcy suddenly reached lts climax. The
school-attendance officer decided that it rvas useless to waste fulther effort
in trying to get the cooperation of the parents, and, as much of the tlme he
l'as unable eyen to find Charlie, he refelred the case to the municipal court for
oflfleial action.

Charlie had no previous court record, but he had the follorving record with
the poliee rlepartment :

1926-Sept. 4 : Larceny-- -----Released rvith warning
1927-Ju1y 5: Larceny of bicycle-----------Released rvith warning
1928-Jan. 11 : Larceny of paper cups___--_Releasecl s'lth warning
1928-Jan. 26: Truancy- ----_Released rvith warning
1928-F eb. 18 : Larcenl' of eoal------------Released with rvarning

In vlerr of this recorcl and the comnlaint of the school-attendance officer, the
municipal court, rvithout further investigation, eommitted Charlie to tlie State
school for boys.

Chrrrlie's orvn story regarding his truanc-r' is rather interesting. IiIe told of
several occasions rvhen the family rvas without a hou-sekeeper and he had had
to take care of the children so that his mother would not be obliged to stay
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home from n'ork. On another oceasion his only palr of shoes met ll'ith an
aceident and a! his father could not afford new ones he stayed at home for
a while. I{e admitted, hou'evcr, that his truancy lvas not always due to such
necessities. IIe recalled having ,stal.ed otit of scirool t'or an entire l'eek on one
occesion in order to piay in al olcl brlru. Wirell he grew tired of playing, ire
would lie do\vn :t:rd I'eatl a " cloctor book " lt'hich he used to carry around iu
his pocket; he read ulrorit " iurrgs irncl things " and dicl not fi:rd thelr es1-re-
elally intcresting, but liarl nottrilg better to (to. He dtal not disiike schoot; he
merely thouglit rhtrt he rvould not go.

Charlie is not unirapll' ut the State sehoot. So far he has been punished
onl.v once. ll'hlcb irer saj's was for refusing to eat his breakfast porridge one
Torniug. Fol |eclt'ation lle does beadwork. plays baseball, and takes part iD
the generel acii.rities pror'lded by the lnstitution.

l'he sclioo:-attcrdance officer has been opposecl on general princlples to send-
ing boys to the State school on chalges of truancy, and, duilng a long periocl
of service, this has been the only case in rrhich he recommencled such a clisposi-
tion. But he is convinced that the reg.ular meals, regular hours of sleep, re-
quired school attendance, and general atmosphere of orrlerliness ancl discipllne
are exactlJr rvhat Charlie needs and are proving a great beneflt to hlm.

NatlvA wblte; parents 
"",rt" 

#; ' , lLto 
* '

A_ge a t  l lme o f  o f fcnsn,  11 .
Mun ic iDa l  cour t .  FeUruar ] .3 ,  I0 !R:  Trurncy :  commi t ted  to  S ta te  schoo l  f .o rboy ! .Fami l rac  r ime o f  d ispos i t to i  :  \ \ . i t l o rved n6 th" r ,  b ro ihe ;  i4 , * ;G6 i  fT i l  

"o_" .Elarold.is a yery- likable-little chap with red cheeks autl shiny eyes. Trin
eottage mistress had ordered a hasty clean-up for the interview, :rnil as a resulthe appeared with hls face \yell scrubbed and Lis hair plastered oorvn-rr,ith wute",weafing an institution shirt at least three sizes too Inrge for him. EIis conlges-ted breathing indicated the need for attention to his tonsils and adenoids,
and his teeth rvere badly_ in need of cleaning, but in other respects-he-seemed
healthy_ and vlgorous. rris mother repor.ted that he uao na^o- ilrree- coni,-ul.
sions when he. lvas zlh sepys of age, but appar.enfly these hatl no afier-effects.
The combinatlon of his childish appearance and his rvistfullf ie.ious'-n,unner
makes h,rm, a_ gost appealing little person. He is cloubiless"ea"ify irnpressed
and easil,y led, but none the less honest a:rd frank.

Mr. R. has been dead for -abo}t-se1-en years". Hi yas epileptic and spent
thgiast years of his l i fe in the State lrospital ror rne tDSaDe.

-{ql^-loy years the {agily had becn dependent on the ciiy. fn the wtnterof 1928 the overseers of the poor- having concluded that Mrs. n: wal ; era"y:,nthat the children were being neglected, and that ttre tamity woutA cintinue tobe a ehronic case for aid, decided to-break up the home-y *""ain! iii"motirer
to an institution and h^a1.inS the. ehlklren placed out. iccorOin-glflhey a1.ranged for a member of the- munieipel board of chilrlren's goaioTairs'io petr-
tion the court for custody-of the clril{reu on grounds ot,,n"egfecf-ana willfitfeilure.-of_parent to provide suitable food. cloihing, ano the-frr-ivirJge*or eau_
gltion:"..Mrs. R. appealed to_ a ra*'1'er. who was aireatty exeieiseo-ii.er whatne considered a growing tendjlcy _o1 qhe part of these agencies to break uphomes and who, therefore, defended her case with conJideruffe-vieo". Agthe_agencies were unable to procluce conclusive eridence to prore-tire iiother's
neglect of ller ehtldren, the- family reuained intact anct, al the iime-ot tfrelnterview, the overseers 9l Jh" pg9" wrre pa5.ing for theii r:ent, groccr-ies, anafuel- and giving them clothing. llrs. R. supileients this ;id by-g;il; our rodo housework, usually t','o da}'s a weerr, eauring 40 cents a."nou". 

-et 
onetlme she applied for mothers' aicl, but her applicalioo roas 

"elosA.---At the time of the iltervierv the family had just moved from'a flat in arather unde-sir-abie neighbo|hood near the river wharves and railroad traeasto a small house in an unpretentlous resirlential district. erlrrougrr tnerooms $ere in need of fresh p-aper and paint, they had been weil cleanJri. Theparlor furniture, conslsting -of an old piush sofa,- a sm,r_il table, sere"ai iieretv
chtrirs, and a lr'_orn rug, .loo-ked extremery old and shabby. urs. n. seemed totake consirlerable pride in the place, horver-er, and was planning to ?irnish allttle garret room so that rvhen Harold returned he c6uld fra-ve. a- room tohimself.

l\rrs. R. is a thin Eoman with a gnarled and angular body. EIer wrinkted
cheeks are pale a:rd sunken, and slle has onlJ- two oi three teeth, a"O 

".itf, 
irer
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ragged assortment of cast-off clothing she looks like a worn-out pauper; but
when she begins to defend the rights of her children and lushes across the
room waving her clenclred fists, her flashing eyes and scarcely intelligible
blsses indicate that she has enough bitter energy to continue struggling if
necessary.

She has not given her children very close supervision. The faet that ths
has aln'ays rvorked out sevL'ral days a rveek and that the boys have been
encouraged to spend their after-school hours dou'n tos-n selling nelvspallers
has led to considerable freedom on their part to do as they please. She
realized last rvinter that Harold was playing truant and was hiding from
the school-attendance officer, but she seemed unable to discipline him and
alrvays blamed his misdemeanors on the bad influence of the neighborhood
in geueral and one delinquent boy in particular. (This boy did, in fact, have
a bad record iu tire court.)

A conplaint made to a protective agency in October, 1924, alleged that,
accordiDg to neighborhood rumors, IIrs. R. rvas having epileptic fits, that she
did nt-rt know how to cook for her family, and that she beat and otherwise
neglected and abused her children. The records of this agency do not -sliolv
that any action was taken on this complaint nor whether an investigatiott of
the home did indeed prove such neglect and abuse to exist.

Richarcl, the 14-]'ear-oid brotirer, and Patsy, the 11-year-old sister, are
attractile, healthy-looking children. On the day of the interview, which
was at the end of the week, their clothes looked rather dusty, but they \yere
otherwise neat. Both children were eager to ask questions, Richard, espe-
ciall)', asking some very intelligent questions about the functions of the Goy-
ernment. Richard adds a Iittle to the family income by selling newspapers
dol'n town every day after school. He is very alert and rather independent;
and when his mother, n'ho has no confidence in books, tries to keep him from
reading, he is not so obedient as she desires. He has a good friend in the
lan.yer who had befriended the family before. Notlcing that Richard's ade-
noids were troubling him and that the agencies were not attending to the
matter, the lawyer arranged for an operation, and he has kept up a very
friendly relation with the boy ever since. Richard goes to his ofiice every
Saturday morning to " talk over things." Patsy's el'es are obviously in need
of an oculist's attention, but, althougir the sehool uurse has pointed out the
need for care, no one has taken the child to an oculist.

At the time of his delinquency, Harold lvas only in the flfth grade. This
retardation rnay be actounted for in part by the fact that, although he had
been living in but one city, he hai! already attended six different schoolS, trans'
ferring between publie and parochial $r'henever any speeial school requirement,
change of residence, or some other reason made a transfer seem desirable. IIis
last teacher considered him bright but tlioroughly unreliable, and was of the
opinion that he and his delinquent companion had a bad influence on each other.
Although she had never visited his home, she had had several talks with his
mother, and from tllem concluded that home eonditions were partly to blame.
She referred the boy to the school-attendance officer and thus disposed of his
case.

Harold's employment record is almost as irregular as his school record. IIe
sold newsBapers before he was 10 years of age. He also sold magazines on
the street corners for a while, but on finding his competitors too strong for hlm
he began selling a club of magazines with the lnducement of a free tlreater
ticket as a premium for 100 weekly sales. He also collected milk and medi-
clne bottles, which he managed to sell. He usually gave his mother $1.50 a
week, reserving the rest of his earnings for himself. After he became lnterested
ln the " bad boys," however, and found that they did not work he, too, ceased
working.

Harold's only special recreation was going to the " movies," but be also had
a good time playing down b)'the river wharves and hanging around stores and
alleys. He liked Patsy and sometimes rvent rvalking with her. IIis relations
with his brother were less amicable, but he was more helpful to his mother
than Richard.

His story of his delinquencies is as foilows:
"'When I was 10 years old, f learned to be a bad boy. John told me to ask

some men for some money and then to go to the n'ive and Ten with him. Be-
fore that I never done nothing bad. One time Al and I 'took' some Christmas
wreaths and sold tlem to a lady, but she nerer gaYe us the money. Some
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METITODS OF DEAI,ING WITIT DELINQUENT CITILDNEN 63
times r went in the tr'ive and ren and took some candy and litfle play toys
alld a rubber ball, and once the manager caught me and-calleo ttie pouce, nut
the police Dever came, and so he let me so.,' 

-

rle remembered having been in court three times and to the police station
once. rle was scolded al)d warned, but the " bad boys " who t'ere his com-
Danions proved too strong an influence for his good resolutlons. rre arimittecl
that because they were older he liked to shorv that he could do whatever they
did.
.. Early.irl n'ebruary, 1928, the school-attendance offieer brought r{arold before
the municipal court on a charge of habitual truancy. rre hari one court record
against him: \Yiren he ll'a-s.10 years of age he had been one of three boys charged
witl:r larceny, the disposition in his ca.se being "continued for sedtence andplaced on probation for one year." And so on ilris occasion, without further
ado, Iie rvas committed to the state school for boys before the friendly lan'yer
had time to help him.
. Harold $'as evidently awed and impressed by the procedure. He tolcl of hav-
ing sat for several hours in a dark " jail cell "-behintl a locked door both before
and after the hearing, and he repeated almost reverenfly the judge's words of
dispositlon, " This boy is senteneed to the State school ior bdys.';

Harold seems to get along fairly rvell in the institution. He realizes that hispoyertJ' is a handicap to him here as .it *'as at home, for he can not write to
his_mother except when the school furnishes the stamp (which ls once a month),
and he can not afford to make bead necklaces unless one of the other boys lends
bim some beads. He accepts the situation, however, with a resigned sJri"ousness.

N&ttye white: parents '",,r"1llT.l"It 
o'

gge trt time of offensp, 14.
Drunicipal court, April 21,.192g: sex offense; c_ommJt_teq to state school for grrrr.Fam_iiy at r inre of Aisposit ion: parcrrrs, i ,a,: , . i"r t-rulcr l ioin6it .g;Ji.- ." i" i* ih-er-rb1;16 ,8 ,4 ;s is te rs_ . '1 , .9 ,9  mont l rs  a t  home;  s ts rers  Z f  "andZ ' f i  m i i r i iC  anO t iown hom€s; half-brothers 28, 2b, and hal_t_sister S0 in ow;-ho;nc"]'-'"'

Arrnette is small, but- she las goocl color, a fairly clear skin, and, on thewhole, looks healthy. She is shy and childisf in her ways.
riler parents live in a shingle house on a paved road in the so-called ,, n'rench

town" section of their village. The house las a large yard, but titre-tne neign-
boring houses, it is small and poorly built antt has no rirnni"g waie". I'hefrst floor has but one large room rvith a wood-shed adjoining; tn"e secona noorhas fo_ur_rooTs. - Except for a fairry good sewing maciine, tl'e nouse-is poorty
furnished and, although rvarm, is #,rty and cheerless.
_ Irr. Q. works irregularly in the woods and in the potato flelds according tothe season and the employment available. The oltiest su" a-i.o wo"ks anrrpays board. The.e are no.other \\'age earners in the family, ana auring ttrewinter of 7927-28 they received aid from the town.

urs. Q. has been accustomed so long to poverty ancl low standards that shemakes little effort to improve. the dirty and unkempt condltion of her children,when intervierved by the children_'s Bureau agent she was friendlf lui-seeroea
determined to shie'lri Annettc'. ancl she stresse'd the child's 

",iitfili";r. 
ro srayat home rvith the cliildren s'hile she \vent out.

The winter before trre intervier' Annette was in the fifth gracle. she likedher_ teacher, attended sc'hoor^ with fair regurarity, u"a 6uue-"o irouble.rn her spare time she'workecr for an arr',t anri'uucteibarnins"$s a ieetr, 'vtrichshe either gaye to her,mother or usecl to purchase rru" iroirres. 
-in-' 

ltarchshe left school. one of flre locar oyer.seers of the poor n'rrc, caueo on thefamily at that tinc \vas told ,by lrrs. e. that Annette .r""s pr"s"u;i"antl wasBtafil* in the next torvn rvith "the p.rs" rr.ho, although 
"'ot 

i""po"riue to"her conr.lition, had promised to care for her.
Early in April the \yoman deputS. sheriff of ,,the next to$,n " receivecl acomplaint that IIr. P., an. elderlr. man separated from his wife urrO torrg 

"on-sidered a questionable character. had a litile girl living *iir, 
-rrillr. 

Thedeputy-sherif f  promptly visi tett  him and found .[nnette t frere. 'st. ,  l .ur""afrom l{r. P. that he was.responsible for the glrl,s condition aoa,ius'pinooiog
to place her in a boarding home and pay ttre expenses of her confrnement.
x'rom conversation rr''ith one of Annette's friencls and from further inves-dgatio",
she learned tirat Annette.had sta5'ed $'ith Mr. p. or1 three differeilt o..urioo"_in october, 7927, at christmas time, and at the time ot aiscovery. 

-sne 
atsoheard that a railroad gnte tender had entlced the child into tr"is stract uy

I
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offering her grapes and candy and had macle improper advances to her, but was
not responslble for her condition.

After the tleputy sheriff's visit llr. P. went to the judge to learn lrls possible
penalty and to offer to plovide for the girl. The judge took no affidavlt, but
gave him to understand that the penalty would be serere. On the same
rlay 1\,Ir. P. took Annette back to her own home. While there he heard of ber
experiences with tire other man, whereupon he promptly revoked his cou-
fession, which, he explalned, had been macle merely to protect the girl. IIis
nerv story was substantiated by both Annette and lIrs. Q., rvho were full of
praise for his kindness ancl goodness.

Two weeks after the initial investigati.rn the deputy sherlft hail a warrant
s$'orn for the girl's anest. Annette was examined by the clty health officel
and found to be four months pregrrant. At the recommendation of the deputy
sheriff, who saw the need for further schooling, Annette rvas committed to the
State school for girls and, pencling her transfer to that institution, was
detained in a local hospital. Apparently NIrs. Q. clid not understand what
happened at the hearing, as she telephoned several days later to Iearn what hatl
become of Annette and was surprised to hear that she had been committed to
the State school.

Annette was placed in a boarding home for confinement after which she was
returned to the State school and gjven treatment for gonorrhea. EIer baby
was committecl to the State department of public welfare for adoption.

The State school for girls made no inyestigation of her case, but obtained
from Annette a statement admitting that other men had had relations with her,
but that Mr. P. was the father of her child, and that her mother, on becoming
a$'are of her condition, had sent her to him for care. Tiris afidavit has been
referred to the county attorney, and it is expeeted that llr. P. wlll be indicted
by the granal jury.

'\['hen lnterviewed, Annette expressed the opinion that she should have been
allowed to remain wlth her mother; however, she did not appear unhappy at
the institution. She ls still in the fifth grade and is having the usual sbare
of lnstitutional work and play activities.

CARL IT.

Native r"-hlte; parents natlye whlte.
Age at t ime of offense, 13.
I lun lc ipa l  cour t ,  \ la rqh  28 ,1926:  S toeungt  p laced on  prsbat lon .  On AprU 10,

1928,  commi t ted  to  S ta te  schoo l  fo r  boye fo r  y lo la t lon  b f  p robat lon .
Famil.y at t ime of disposition: Mother i l lvorced from flrst-husbund but marrled

to and llving with secoud husbard; stepbrotier 7, stepsister 5 &t hom€.

CarI ls a heavlly built and strong-Iooking boy. He carrles himself with a
sllght slouch and drags hls feet as if he had not yet learned to manage all of
his bocly. In spite of the fact that he has had his tonsils and adenoids out, he
still breathes through his mouth; he thlnks the doctor " didn't get them all ouL"
Carl gives the impression of being lethargic and even dull in his thinklng
Drocess, but alert and cunning ln planning misehlef.

Mr. II. is employed at palnting machinery; he earns $23 a week and works
steadlly. Mrs. E[. rvas dlvorced from her flrst husband on the ground of
nonsupport. After *'orking for several years she married her present husband.
She still does occasional da]'s of housecleaning ln order to earn extra money.
In being interviewed she seemed seriously and genuinely concerned over her
son's delinquency and was eager to teu anything that might help to account for
his conduct.

Dxcept that be was born tvith " a swelling " on his head, Carl had no physical
dlsabllities or defects. X'ollowing his parents' divorce he was cared for by blr
grandmother and possibly overindulged by her. EIe always rn'anted to " show
off " and " aet smart," and this \Yas an aspect of his behavior which always
rvorried his mother. She thought that he got Eome of these ldeas from tbe
" qrovles." He was ahvays " c'-azy about the movles " and went often; his
m6ther used to roast peanuts and send him rlown town to sell them, and when-
ever he made 10 cents or more proflt he rvould stay to se€ a " movie " instead of
eoming home.

XIrs. II. and her second husband. did not always agree on the way ln whicb
Carl was to be brought up, and as a result CarI clicl not get on s'ell rvith bis
Btepfather.

He seems to have been a rather solitary child, without chums or gang assocl-
ates, and, unlike most boys, he never atternpts to ascribe any of his delinquen-
eies to the influence of bad companions. IIe was ln the seventh grade before
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I

I

his cielintlt-re'c)-. He liked r*-troo] l,all right ,' but dici not like to get low
marks, and he \.,'as truant much of the time. fn the course of the inteiierv hetold horv he had bribed some of the older boJ-s ', thrlt could r,vrite better', towrite notes to the teacher excrrsing his absences, anrl iirus he sonoetimes nanaged
to " get by " *'ithout attending school more tha' once a l-eek. Ttre principal
remembered him as an ulrqly, untidy, lazy, and truant boy .tino *as' cieliber-
ately and destructively mischier-ous. 

-'

Fre never worlieti mueh. \fhen he was g or 10 years of age he helped a boywith a ne\Tspaper route, and later he tried to seli nervsp,r1,c", ."0 ilag.uri""sfor himseif for a time: but he " dicl not like going alour,.i ,i, -,r"tr ; ano so rre
S,t-- igl , t1 n at the-se Job" r 'erv long. H* rr"-",r i i is *a.r, i . .s io-r lo J"^* .ouy
rn \vhr(,lL he used his proflts from selling peanuts_going to the ,,inovies " andoul-rng canil..,-.

EIe gaye the following account of his conduct: when he was litile he liked
" trading'' his play toys whenevgr other boJ-s had things he utc+ tretier. He
aleo liked. pla5'iug flreman, and one day he and anothei bo:; trrcteo oown thestde or a barn \i'ith a hatchet when ilrey wele playing fire. He iikecl to show
off, and he liked to smoke and say "smarty things;' t; the bot;-tts6 wneilrerhe could impress them, and I'et he was tonsci6us or lne tact trrLri'tne noys
disliked him for tr1 ing to act smart.

,one day he broke into a schoorhou-qe and took several boxes of gord stars
which he scattered abour. Later he broke into anoLher school and" took the
:!t1:11:.1'l nilk moDey, amou.nting^to about g8;and, after tvi"g if 

"p 
in a bag,ne ourrert it uDder an ashrpile. Several youngsters tunnelinglnrougtr the asfipile found,the money an^d divicletl it aTong theriselves. Wheitnis liiis reporteO

to the police Carl's offens.e bccame kndwn, and on March ig, 
-fS:d, -ne 

was
brought before the municipar court on a charge or rreaiing, 

""Giiog, 
ooalarceny,

,.He spent three.days in a special detention room at the police station whilerrs case \yas conilnued. TheD his stepfather furnished $200 bond, and carl wasreleased under his stepfather's supervision. The prosecuting'atloriey nol-prossed the " breaking and.entering " charge and on i simple cfrarge-ff G1g.r,gave hirn. a s^u-spended sentence for commitment to the slate scu*ooflor boys(alternatlve 30 days in JaiI). l\{eanrvhile carl was pracetlon-proiation tortwo years.

- trIr.. H..promised to give Carl a weekly allowance ancl to take him to the-moyles" rFhen hls conduct lvas_satisfactory, and tried by taiking with him tofoster his desire to do better, carl would iieno uis eveiings wi-th oiher noys
9nq.Ierair-9ut late, ho$-ever, and then, accoidrng to his stor"y, bis rather bega.u
to " hate " hlm and rvouig himseif stal- away fr6m home ev-ehingJin ordei toavold further contact with his stelson.

one day v'hen carr was out on 
-the 

street he saw a jug of sirup in a parked
car; and recelling a hoax he had heard over ttre raoio, he spilied ttre sirup
over the upholstered seat of the car so that later the driver ruined rris clothes
ln the mess. carl rvas arrested for this offense and detalned for one night ina " regular cell." The court eonsiderecl his action a vloiation or prouation,
and as Mr. rI. made no further pleas in hls behalf carl was commitied to theState school for boys.
_ carl says that he ls glacl to be 1n the state school because he can trof, ger
lnto trouble, whereas if lre had been placed on probation ne wouf4 nave beenln some other mischief _ before long. He expreises the hope that lhe State
eehool will " reform " him anal that rvhen he ts discharged he wlll no longergpt lnto dificultles.

Nauye wute; rather 
""""" 

Ji::t-i ier canaoian.
4ge at t lme ot ofl 'ense, 14.
P-olice matron. trlarch- Ib, 192_8-: Sex offmse; dismissed witb wo.rnlns.
Mu^utc tp ' - l  cour t .  Anr i t  2d .  1928:  i ruancy  fn i rcea_gq_nroga i too : - ' J i r ;?  ? ,  1928:scx  o f fense:  conr inued on  Droba i lon .  

- . ru r "  
c ,  rs2e- : ' "v i ; ja t ron . r?"b . l rb^u"n i

comDi t tcd  to  S ta tp  schoo l  fo r  e i r le .
X 'ami ly  a t  t lme o f  n rs t  d lspos l l ldn :  I 'a ren ts  mar r iFd  bu t  fa ther  had deser ted ;mother and brother lb at'home; usuaily one or two.a.te-roo-ir-ers--l-n i?-"v.

Martha is a distressingly.unattractive girl; she has stringy, stubborn hair, apasty, rash-covered complexion, and poor teeth. Her unusu-aiiy large head andstran-gely shaped forehead are suggestive of abnormality. snL seeins to mat<e
lo- gtrgrt to appear reat ard looks incapable of alertness, responsiveness, or
lJlitiatiye.
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66 JUVENILE DELINQUENCY IN I{AINE

I\rrs. A. claims complete ignorance of the reason for Mr. A.'s deserdon and of
h-is whereabouts during the past six years. rn a sentimental manner she regrets
the fact that her children have been deprived of a father's care and blames ihelr
delinquencies ln some measure on thelr lack of Daternal discioline.

Shc_eatns a l i r ing ful herself  and the chi ldr.en by doing ho-usework and gen-
eral cleaning, for which she earDs $3 to g4 a day, and by keeping , lomers.
she rents a 5-room basement apartment on an unattractive but iespectatrle
small-torvn stre€t and has a livlng room, kitchen, a pantry, and three beclrooms.
She usually rents two of the bedrooms to male ioomers for $2 a week.

I{rs. A. seems sadly lacking in judgment rvhere her children are concerned.
As the school-attendance of,ficer never came to see her, she diil not v'orry about
their school attenclance, aithough she knew that lfartha was sometimes truant.
Last April when Martha and her friend Rhea (see p. 86) left school in orcler
to rvorh she susp€cted, especially when she saw the giris, new clothes, that theyto worK sne susp€cted, especially when she saw the giris, new clothes, that they
were not attending school but rvere working. \yhen asked why she did no1
question the glrl, she replied rather lamely, ,,I suppose maybe I shouid havequestion the girl, she replied rather lamely, ,,I suppose maybe I shouid have
asked her, but I didn't; she rvas so big and tlidn't llke to be bossed, and she has
no head for learning anyhow."

Nor was Mrs. A. unar!'are of trfartha's recreational interests. She knew that
her daughter $'ent to the " movies " three and more times a week, because she
was herself continually giving Martha '. movie money " as an inducement to
wash the dishes. When she first heard that the girl had attendeil a dance,
sle " spanked her terrlbly," but as the only effeet of the spanking was that
l\{artha would run out of the house rilihenever she rvantecl to go to a danee,
Mrs. A. thought there was no use in repeating that form of puniihment. Occa-
sionally she had accompanled Martha to dances, but she soon found that too
fatiguing. She had concluded that ,,there is nothing rvrong in dances; it's
eoming home from danees q,hen the trouble begins,,' but she feit unable to bring
Martha home and apparently ceased to rvorry about her.

rler son clarence seemed to realize the dangers to which hls sister was
exposed and tried to lieep her in n;ghts, but he was so litile older than she
that be merely antagonized her.

Except that tr{artha was ln the seventh grade when Rhea .was in the eighth,
the experiences of the two glrls are practically the same. fn the rvinter be-
fore the study they attended public clances together, rvere arrested tosether.
and, on March 15, together received a $.arning f lom i l te pol iee matron.-They
both falsified their ages to obtain jobs at a shoe factory; and, although Martha
was less ambitious and earned less than Rhea, both used their ealr.ingg for
clothes. Like Rhea, trIartha was rliscoveretl by the factory inclotnes. | /ike Khea, Ilartha was discovered by the factory inspector, arrested,
charged with truancy in the municipal court on April 28, and placed on pro-
bation. On June 7 she rvas lgain brought before the municipll court rvithfore the municipal court rvith

rses, and, like Rhea, was con-Rhea for continuing or repeatlng all past offenses, and, like Rhea, rvas con-
tinued on probation rvith the understanding that she leave the community.

Martha went to stay rvith an aunt in a neighboring small town. She sta5,s6
several weeks, but the lure of the public dances in her home totvn s'as too
much for her, and one Saturday evening, early in July, she was cliscovered by
the police natrorr in a public dance hail and arrested. She rr-as helo in the
women's detention roorn of the city jail. l\Irs. A. maintains that sh€. waited
for her daughter to come home and did not knorv rfhere she lvas until llonday
morning, when a neighbor sho*'ed her a newspaper account of Martha's
arrest and detention.

On a charge of having violated the conditions of her probation and in view
of her past record, llartha was committed to the State school for girls on
JuIy 9. Her matron there considers her " lorv grarle rnentaily " anrl unable to
learn much. llartha herself seems too incapable of any spontaneous emo-
tional reaction to be either happy or miserabie at thb State school. She
admits her sex experiences with an attitude of utter indifference. The only
subject on which she betrays a sign of responsir-eness is that of dancing; she
learned to dance by rvatehing others and is crazy about it; she and Rhea used
to go to roadhouses to pick up dance partners. The girls in her cottage are
allorved to dance every Saturday night, but they may not do the Charieston.
and the dancing is " pretty tame."

Nlartha's brother Clarence also had a court experience during this time.
Ile was 16 years of age at the time of his offense and *'as earning $1 a clay
distributing handbills. On June 2, 1928, he ancl tn'o other boys I'ere blought
before the munlcipal court on a charge of burglary; they were indicted by tbe
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METITODS OF DE.A.LING 'VYITE DELINQUENT CITILDREN 67

grand jury and held for tlie next term of the superior court. clarence coukl
not furnish the required 91,000 bond and was detained in ilie county jrril
pen_ding the hearing. His record sho$'ed one previous arrest, and since the
e\''idence of leadership in the present offense rvas not in his favor, he rvas corn-
mitted to the State school for boys on June 28.

On October 29 he arid another boy escaped from the institution. As he ras
not returned in time to be interviewed, his story must remain incomplete.

Mrs. A. thinks, of coulse, that Clarence should have been siven another
chance and that it is hardly falr for Martha to be in the state sdrool for girls
unless her friend Rhea is also there, but, at the sarne time, she seens fairly
well pleased that her two children are being so well cared for in State insti-
tutions.

Natiyewhite;rather""H*T;,,1:"-"Tt?"Xono1"i',"canada.
Ages at t lme of offense. 14. 1d.
Ilunicipal court:

I i rncs t ,  February .16 , ,  1928:  I . s . rceny i  p laced on  probat ion ,  March  b ,  1g2g:
I ' robat ion  v io la ted  ;  cornmi t tod  to  S t -a te  schoo l  fo r  L lo !s .

Norma,  Nfarcb  1 ,  1328: .  Sex  o f lensa:  comml t ted  to  S ta i i  scho( , l  fo r  g l r l s .
comnos i t lon  o f  fami tJ  op  d-qJe o f  Ernes t ' s  f l r s r^d ispos i t ion :  la rcnLs  foar r . ied ,

father in sanatorium in lVest; sister pcarl 16, brother Victor O 
-a-no-rn-Ji

brother Edward 12 (or 13) ln State school for boys.

The interview rvith l\{rs. P., Ernest, and Norma, and with various indl-
vlduals having contact with the family, and the fairly detailecl record of
the family-welfare society clearly sho\Ted that, although Ernest and Norma
were the oniy members of the family whose delinquencies definitely fiell
within the 6-month peliod studied, they were so closely bound up rvith the
family situation as a rvhole that it would be necessary to include each member
of the family in the case study,

]Ir. P. was at one time a railroad emplo}'ee ancl rvas twice seriously
lnjured in railroad accidents. after one of these accidents he becamL
tuberculous. Although he was not bedridden, he \r'as unable to work, ancl so
he lounged about at home, irritable and querulous, easily roused to anger
with his wife and his chlldren, and violent in his outbursts of temper.

Mrs. P. is still in her early thirties, and rvith her fresh, pink cbmplexion
and bobbed brown hair she makes an attractive appearanee. AlthoGh she
looks well, she complains of being worn out with work. She has been
working on and off for the past 10 J'ears, whenever trfr. p. - _ls been unable
or unwilling to work. When the ]-oungest child was a baby, she worked iu
a rug factory' earning $16 a rveek. Later when the factory closed she wag
employed as a laundress. Her last position has been that of hotel chember-
maid.

The health hlstories of the children show thet pearl, the olclest daughter,
had convulslons every day during the first three months of her iniancy,
and that as a child she-rvas exceptionally timid and givetr to holding her
breath when scolded. since early chiklhood Ernest has had a billteral
hernla, supposedly the result of having been severely kicked by hts fatherj
although he has sometimes worn a truss, he has never had any careful medicai
attention. Norma has been troubled by a hernia slnce infancy, but llke
Ernest, she has never had proper medical attenflon for lt.

The school records for all the children show many .,repeated grades ";but, in the absence of mental tests or further comment, it 
-is 

imposslble td
determine whether the failures were due to actual mental deflciency or to
the yery lrregular school attendance which seems to have be€n eharacterlsttc
of all the children.

Nelther Pearl nor Norma finlshed the seventh grade. pearl deflnitely left
school to take a Job as a nur.se girl; and Norma, who n'as feeling yery con-
scious of- her womanly appearance and ashamed to bq in sihool with
little girls, began to stay away from school, to look for tJobs, and also to
" run the streets."

Norma \vas a constant source of irrltation to her father. Whether his
fits of tempe. encouraged her to run away from home on any and every occa-
slon or rvhether her habtt of running away caused his outbursts of temper is
difficult to say. Her nrother belier.ed the former to have been true and
attributed the girl's tendency to run off and look for jobs to a desire to
be -completely lndependent of her abusive father. At the same time Mrs. p.
realizecl that Norma r.vas p)aying truant, staying out at indiscreet hours
with unrlesirable companions and having a bad influence on her older but more
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tlmid sister, and she began to fear lest both girls would eome to harm.
Fo, early in the wlnter of 7926-27, she arranged to send Norma to a prlvate
lnstitution in another State.

In January, 1927, Norma attempted to escape from that lnstttution, EIer
story to her mother was that she had been working on a power machine,
sewing rayon underrvear all day and she had been cruelly treated, After faint
lng from exhaustion, she had been taken to the bathroom to be revived and
on being left alone had decicled to escape by jumping out of the third-story
wlndow." Although she broke a leg ln the fall, s[e managed to drag herseif
nearly a mile without being discovered. She was then picked up by the poliee
and taken to the city hospital, where she rvas under treatment for several
months both for her broken leg and for what the neurological department
dlagnosed as " hysteria."

I\feantime, ln spite of Norma's absence, Pearl was grorving less and less de-
pendable. She n'as given to running away and although her employers con-
sented to take her back again at flrst, they could not keep her long. Plesently
her mother learned she had spent seyeral nights away from home, ancl although
she could not bring herseif to question the girl, she suspected that Pearl had
been with men and that something would have to be done. So, in }farch, 192?,
Pearl was sent to the same prlvate institution that had receivecl Nornra.

In September of the same year, BJter the glrls had complained of being yery
unhappy there, IIrs. P. sent for them, and, lvith the consent of the head of
the institution they both eame home. The stories are not quite clear as to
what they ditl during September and October; appa.rently they divided their
time between their home aDd the hotel at which their mother was employed.
In November they both dlsappeared, but tvere promptly found in a neighboring
tolvn and returned home. There is no further information about Pearl at this
time. Norma (either at this time or earlier) through her mother found work as
a priyate maid in one of the hotel light-housekeeping suites; her duties con-
slsteal of dusting, making the b€d, washing dishes, antl occasionally acting as
waitress when her m'istress entertained. She llked the Job, but the botel
management soon learned of the arrangement and objected to the employment
of an " outsider." Norma then found employment as a ehambermaid ln a
smaller hotel, u'ithout her mother's knowledge, and --hile she was wor'liing
there a man promised her a better job in the neighboring town and presently
she disappeared.

Elrnest seems to have been much more dependable ancl amtritious thau his
slsters. In his after-scltool hours he had worked at the usual Jobs of carrylng
newspapers and shovellng snow. Later he found a job for the summer months
rrorking on a truck farm, where he earned $1 a day and his meals, and d.uring
the school year he worl-ed as delivery and stock boy in grocery stores in after-
school hours and on Saturday. At f,rst he gave all his earnings to his mother;
later he began to use them to purchase hle own clothes. EIe was a member
of the boys' choir ln his church and a leader of a troop of Boy Scouts.

Ernest considered it one of hls chief duties ln life to look after hls younger
brother Edward rvho frequently ran away from home. The latter wanted
to be a soldier, and he belleved that by running away from home and hang-
lng around an Army post hls ambltlon would be reallzed more qulckly. When-
ever Edward ran away Ernest went in search of hlm, usually locating hlm at
the nearest Army post, On one occesion Edward, at his father's request, war
detained all night in the guardhouse wlth a view to curing this runaway
habtt. In March, 1927, however, both he and Ernest Ieft home; it is not
clear whether Ernest rvent merely to follorv anal protect his younger brother or
whether both boys were running away to escape the continued abusiveness of
thelr father. They arrived in Boston and were picked up by the police, who
Dotified Mr. P. to come after them.

Both boys bad been charged with petty larcenies. Ernest was accused of
havlng gone through the pockets of the choir boys during a church serviee,
but hls guilt could not be defiaitely establlsheal and his case was dismlssed
wlthout formal court action. Edward, although aetually guilty of a small
larceny, was not taken to court. Accordlng to his mother, he came home from
gchool one night looking very pale and feellng qulte unable to eat his supper;
tn the eourse of the evening he gave her 30 eents, confessing that he ancl

8! A letter from the lnstitution reported, howover. tbat Nom8, and another gtrl bad
Jumped from a flrst-f loo! wlndow on thelr vray from chapel.
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another boy had taken 60 cents belonging to the school milk fund. Ile rvas
made to return the monel' ancl, at ieast to his mother's knowledge, llever
repeated the ofrenst'.

-q.t the end of }Iar.ch, 1927, Edrrard rvls brought before the municipal court
on a chirrge of truaDc):, enri, ln lierv of the general family situation, ancl on
recommenclatlon ol the school-attentlance officer, he rvas committed to the
State schrxrl for boys. (The school-attendance oficer was also eager to have
Ernest committcd t; the State school on charges of truancy and larceny, but
there is n0 record of c'omplaint against Ernest or of the basis for such
possibie charges. )- 

Apparentll'- \'ictor was the only member of the family not presentlng any
problenr-", rnd e\-en he was a sourceof difficuity, as Ernest was obllgeal to stay
home from school frequently to Iook after him whenever he was unable to
go to school. In December, 192?, I{r. P. rvent West to a sanatorium, leaving
the trro boys without eren hls queruious super\'1sion.

The family was meanrvhlle bec.oming well knolvn to the community. The
school principal consideretl the children a " harcl lot "; the school-attendanee
officer felt that he had exhausteil every means at his disposal for keeping the
youngsters in school; the police officers ancl police matron had had numeroug
oceasions to look for the chlldren when they had run away or to warn them
when they had conducted themselves improperly; the local children's ageney
heard of them through a letter somplalning of mischief clone b5' the ehildren
and a letter from the Boston Juvenile court reporting its experience rvith
Ernest and Edward, who had seemed " bright and attractive " but had " com-
plained of beatlngs and an unhappy home life "; their clergyman had tried to
keep a friendly eye on the chlldren; and the famlly-welfare society was con-
stantly receiving pleas from l!{rs. P. for advice and help in keeping the chll-
dren out of the " reform school." When X[rs. P. finally appealed for a board-
lng home for the boys, the various agencies and individuals concerned ln the
welfare of the family conferred in the Judge's office. They eoncluded that
as Mr. P. rvas already away from home and not likely to return for some
time and i\[rs. P. had demonstrated her incapacity to care for her children
properly and 'rvas, Doreor-er, a woman of questionable moral standards, the
home had best be broken up completely. According to their plan Pearl was ro
be committed to the State school for girls on a charge of'being found in clr-
cumstances of manifest danger of falling into habits of vice or immorality,"
Eentence to be suspended during a 2-year period of probation; Ernest was to be
committed to the State school for boys on a charge of larceny,Eu sentence to be
suspended during a 2-year period of probation; Norma was to be committed to
the State school for girls on a charge of " being found in circumstances of manl-
fest danger of falling into habits of vice or immorality," as soon as she could be
found; and Victor was to be placed in a boarding home, his mother to pay his
board. The entire family was io be examined for venereal disease at the clinie.

These plans were duly carried out. The results of the examinations for
venereal disease were all negative. Pearl was intrusted to the supervision of
the family clergyman (who has since moved away and, as far as Pearl's
supervision is concerned, has not been replacetl) during the period of her
probation. She works as a tray girl br a hospital and spends some of her
nights with a friend near the hospital and some with her mother, whose
slngle room on the outskirts of the city is all that is left of the family home.
Mrs. P. feels confident that Pearl's conduct is blameless at present, but she
worries over the girl's h:alth. Pearl is restless at night and talks in her
sleep, and she has a troublesome suppurating growth on her neek.

Vietor, who was committed temporarily to the custody of the municipal
board of ehildren's guardians. has been placed in a rural boarding home, where
he seems to be doing nicely. His mother is well pleased with the arrangement.

IVhiIe the varlous members of the family rvere thus being disposed of, Norma
was in the nelghboring town working as a night waitress in a restaurant,
using her earnlngs to pay her hotel room rent and her tips to buy silk stoek-
lngs. One day she made a saucy remark to a man who had spoken to her

6The complainant ln thls ease was the school-attendance ofrcer, but as Drnest's school
abBmces lac[red one sesslon oi the number necessary to constltute habitual truaney he
used the charge of larceny of a tobacco pipe a.nd a pen from the church, a charge whlch
bad prevlouslt been made lDformally against xlrnest and two other boys but of whlch be
bad nqt been proYed gullty.
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on the street, and a policeman, having observed her, warned her to go horne.
Her return was promptly noted by the authorities, and on llarch 1 she was
brought before the municipal court and committed to the State school for girls
for breaking tlie conditions of her probation.

Norma, at the age of 15, is a handsome, well-developed girl n'ith an appear-
ance of abundant health and vitality. She was intervierved at the State seliool
and seemed quite rvilling to discuss her experiences. \Yithout attempting to lay
the blame for her deliliquency on her motirer, she said that if her motlrer had
been able to remain at home to look after the chilciren their troubles might have
been prevented.

Of her experiences with men she spoke rvith more bitterr)ess than shame.
Apparently she liacl eonsented to go for automobile rides with any man who
asked her, although the very flrst rlde had taught her tliat she could not trust
so casuai an acquaintance. She sometimes r.vorried over the risk she took.
She used to cry herself to sleep at night; but, although she sometimes eonfided
in lter sister, she could not bear to have her mother know of her experiences.

She is doing n'ell at the State school, both in her class \vork and in the
cottage. She likes the kitchen work less than the rn'ork on rayon underwear at
the private institution rvhich had preyiously eared for ber, but she appreclates
her present educational opportunities. Part of her maintenance work has been
to polish floors on her hands and knees. She enjoys this, but the strained
position always aggravates her hern,ia. She told the school doctor, who tried
to relieve the conditlon rvith a bar,dage, but the bandage chafed her and so she
removed it. As she fears a surgical operation she no longer complains.

Norma likes to take care of pretty things-dishes and silver and silk under-
wear. She thlnks she rvould like to be a maid ln a private home and evidently
feels no resentment toward her father as she would like to go lYest to work
near him.

Ernest was at iirst placed in the boarding home with Victor. After he had
been there two rveeks the boarding mother complained that he vras conducting
himself so outrageously that she \vould not keep him and so she sent him back
to hls mother. His return, in vier.v of the attending circumstances, was con-
sidered a vlolation of probation, for which he was commltted to the State school
for boys.

Ernest, at the age of 14, is a tall, healthy{ooking boy lvith a fresh pink com-
plexion and attraative brown eyes like his mother's, Ele is perhaps the only
member of the farnily $'ho considers himself to have been " badly used," and his
mother is decidedly of the same opinion. Ele resents his truancy record be-
cause his absences, he says, were all due to his duty toward his family-huntlng

r
t

for Edward when he ran off to be a soldier; looking for Norma when slie stayed
out late or disappeared for a night or a we€k i taking care of Victor when no
one else was at home to.care for liim, and ln general trying to make up for the i
deficieneles of his father and mother. He was not aware of the efforts of the I
school-attendance officer to help the family, as the latter had never spoken to I
him. Fle also resents his experience rvith the court ln connection wlth the I
church larceny; he insists he was lnnocent and the offense rvas committed by I
a llttle negro boy, who has since been committed to the State school for boys I
on similar charges. I

He feels that his boarding experience rvas a failure beeause his boarding I
parents feared his popularity 'w'ith and influence over the ]'ounger children in I
the home. As Ernest resented being asked to saw one and one-half cords of wet I
wood with a dull sarv and to clean out a chicken coop, hls popularlty and in- |
fluence probably threatened the morale of the home. So he was given hls car I
fare and told to return to the city. I

According to Ernest's story, the judge talked the matter over with him, I
saying that as Ernest was homeless anal still of school age, he rvould be I
better off in the State school for boys, rvhere he would have his brother near I
him, than in another boarding home. The judge asked his consent to the I
plan before making this disposition and promised him that it would not be a I
regular commitment but merely a temporary arrsngement. Ernest told the I
Children's Bureau agent n'ith some bitterness that thus far he hacl been I
treated exactly Iike the rest of the boys in the in-qtitution. He espeeially I
resented the fact that his clothes had been taken from him. lforeover, he I
considered the judge's statcment that he would be near his brother rather c I
fraud, as he had been assigned to a different cottage and ltad seen Edrvard I
only when they were both assigned to kitchen duty and the kitchen matroD I
allo$'ed thcm to work together. I

I
I
I
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Ernest's attitude toward the court's method of dealing rvith liim aucl of
breaklng up and disposing of the various members of tlie family is one of
protest' therefore. His attitude toward the police, who on one occasion sum-
molld, a patrol wagon to meot lrim half way in orcler to complete his arrest in
good form. in spite of his promises to w-alk along without giving any trouble,
is no less resentful.

Ernest is giying no trouble at the state school. rre is in the eighth grade,
and except for his rvorty over the other members of the famiiy-particularly
over Nolura, of rvhose disposition he has not been tolcl-he is not very
unhappJ. His folmer sumrner employer came to visit him and triecl to arrange
to have the bo1' live olr liis farm, but as this plan would have interfered
with Ernest's school attendance it did not receive the coDsent of the suDerin-
tenderrt.

Ernest's ambitior is to become a doctor. He seems to be a thoroughly
intelligent boy, but rvhether, in view of his past handicaps and his preseni
circumstances, he s-ill ever-be in a posltion to prepare for entering a medical
school seems extremely doubtful.
Reformatories and jails.

B_oysrnd girls who are considered unfit subjects for commitment
to the state schools because of their age or th"e seriousness of their
offenses are committed to the reformatbries or jails. Maine iras no
law prohibiting commitment of children to jailsi in fact, the alterna-
tive sentences p._rovided for in all commitments t<i the state school for
boys are usually commitments to jail or to a house of correction.
Anv " male over the. age of 16 years.,, if convicted of or having
pleided gyilty,to a crim'e may be committed to the sl"t" r.io.*uto.y
fo r  men3 i  and.u ,ny t twoman over  the  age o f  16  years , reonv ic ted
be{ore any court having jurisdiction of hei offense may be sent to the
State reformatory for women.3s

During the 6-month period studied 16 boys und.er 1g years o{ age
were committed to these institutions-S to iounty jails ind g to tfie
reformatory, for^men. six of these commitment"s *"." ^uau 

-[y

Liql?1 cogrfs, Seven of the,boys were..under^17 years of age al
tne trme ot commrtment and thus were eligible tor admission t6 the
State schools. N9 gi"t. were .commilte_d" !o the reform"6"y i;;
women during this period, al though ? had been committed' there
d.unng the.precedrng srx months.3e rhese commitments to institu-
tions intended for adults constituted 2J p9. cent of the total commit_
ments of children to correctional institutions.

The various states differ greatly in the extent to which children
gnd_er 18 y-ears of age are commiited to institutions fo. 

-udrtt 
of-

fenders. 'l 'he percentlsg of juvenile delinquents who were committed
to rnstrtutrons for adulL.. especially ^to jairs and workhouses, was
yu"\.lower throughout ihe tnited- states in 1928 than in 

-igt0.,o

fn ft tle j{ey England States this tendency was noticeable, but
leasf, so tn lvlarne.

The most serious objections to these commitments are the contaets
rrith adult offenders. the Iack of facilities for organized insiruction
rn academic and r-ocational rvork in tlrese institultions, and. for the
children in jails, the long period of idleness. (For deicribfion ot.jails see p. 22.) rn order to give to all delinqrient children under

r_Laws-of 1919, ch. 182..sec. l,,as amcnded by Laws of 1928. ch. bg.
lEB€y. Stotr 1916, ch. 142,_sec. 61, as amcnderi tv-f,iws o1 ibiS, ln-.'iOO.

-1_q9I" of these girls were 16 vears ot ign i"a ttri"i?ere rz years of age at the time ofcommitment.
aochildren under rusdtutioner carg 1923, pp, 296-2s7. u. g. Bureau of the census,Washlnston. 1927.

I
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72 JUYENILE DELINQUENOY IN MAINE

18 years of age the greatest protection, it would seem desirabie to
p.olibit the c"ommitrfrent or dLtention of boys and girls under 18 in
any jail,n' and to raise the maximum age limit for admission to the
State schools to 17 vears.

The State reforfratory for women is 4airly weII equipped to meet
its problems. The plant consists of a main buiiding rvhich houses
mosl of the inmatesi an honor cottage accommodating about 14, and
a large cottage for girls and women"*ho hat'e babies] Each cottag-e
has a- recreation room, and in the main building this is large enough
to accommodate the entire grolip for enteltrinments and religious
services. Although no educ"ation-ai wolk is provided, some training
is gilen in conn6ction with maintenance rvork. Every woman is
tlugt:t_ to sew. No nttempt is made to separate the ;'oung girls from
the blder wonren, bnt each person has irer own room.

Tlie provision for the 6are of pregnant girls an4 later of tlieir
babies ii so much more adeqnate at the re{ormtttory than at the State
school for giris that a ferv bf the younger girls hive been sent there
for such caie. Giris or lvomen re6eivelonffnement care in the insti-
tution and-they.mav keep their babies rvith them for two years.
Although there is s6me iuest ion ns to the desirabi l i ty of  keeprng
childreii who are over 9 months of age in a penal institution. ancl-also
of delaying the earlv placement of chilclren who ale to be :rdopted,
the piair fdllowed b! the reformatory at least prevents the uridtsir-
able-early separation of the babies from their mothers that occurs at
the State school for girls.

The State reformatolv for men is housed in a new buildine of the
congleeate type. The entire third floor is a dormitory, accomrnodat-
ine"all"the iirirates. A schoolroom has been provicled in this build-
ing, but was not in use at the time of the visit. A chapel is avail-
able for general assemblies, and a large bench-Iined room is provided
in the baiement for use during leisure hours. The boys and-men are
emplored in maintenance work, on the farm, and in a brickyard.
No^tricle activities are provided. No walls have been builb around
the building, and outdoo-r activities are recluced to outdoor work an<l
to baseball sames.

The parole snpervision by both these institutions is iimited b5r
inadequate funcls for travel." Each institution has one parole officer
who rindertakes some supervision of persons paroled^ throughout
the State. The parole o{ficer from the men's reformatorv tries to
see persons paroftd once a month and receives reports fiom them
.o..r' t*o wieks. No dcfinite policy as to seeing fo*"n parolecl at
r"guiat periods has been establiihed"at the 'tvomeits reformitory, but
thEv are supposed to make a monthly writcen report, for which a
priited foni' js provided.

Private institutions.
During the period of the study 13 delinquent children were plaeed

in privaie ilsfitutions, 9 being 
-sent 

to institutions within the'State
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d n'or the child of 10 years of age or over whose habits or co[duet \rould constitute a
lnace to other chlldren, a special provi.sion for detention ln a jait or other place ofmenace to other chlldren, a special provlsion for detention in a jail or other

d€tertioD for adults, but in quarters separate from tbose of adults, seems deglr:
A Sfnndtrd Juvenile Court Law. DreDared bv the commlttee on sfandA.d Jrrvor

li l  or other place of
seems deelrable. Sge
tndard Juvenile courtA St-ondard Juvenile Court Law, prepared by l lre commltLee on sta::dard Juvenile courr

laws of tbe National Probr.[iun Associrtion, pp. 28 and 29. l iarional Probetlon Assoclr-
tion, New York, 1928.

d n'or the child of 10 yeal
menace to other chlldren, a

- - a -
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nld 4 being sent outside. All but 1 of these were Eirls. ilfost of the
placements were made unofficialiy bv various persois, only 2 children
navlng been commrtted to private institutions by the courts.a2

Co,se hi.storics i,llnntrati,ng cotrni,tm,ent to th,e State reforrnatory

The oniy two case stories illustrating commitment to institutions
for adults are the stories of Roger S. aid Napier D., who were both
committed to the reformator.l'"for men. Tliese stories contain an
account of t-he _boyst reactioni to the unprofitable ]eisure time and
the contact with older men in the reformatory. The effect of jail
commilments is brought out in Napier's story-ia the descripti;ti;i
thldisposition made of the remaining members of the eand.'r'hese 

-two boys were mernbers of a communitv gais f,o which
apparently_no one paid any attention uatil a nirmber-of serious
ollenses had been committed. As=\apier had alreacly spenl trvo years
in the state school for boys. ancl Rog'er''s oldt'r brotliet?u. o" parole
from the reformatory i'or men. an"interesr"i plrot" om.*" i"igfii
l*^t"^i"_l':l:1,I_p hr: 

-con*rcrs 
wi'h rhese t*o fa,iiile. t y-rti-uf oti"g

the organiza_cio_n.of rrholesome recreationar actir.ities"in the com-
punitV. and helping. to ̂ pror-itle these growing boys with a; outlet
tor tnelr resiless clesrre for adr-enture. The dispositions made of the
eases of the vario.s members of this gang (see'al:o pp, ij, iol ...".
to show. however, tha-r no one recognY"ef,the rariouiTaciirs-jn rhisgang sr.tuatron and_ that ll,oger and \apier were comrnitted ro an
lnstrtutlon for adults lot because they were especially vicious or
9,.:p-.f-ulu, but. simp]X beeause they weie ovcr 1d-y*;;.'oi-ugu urra
Enerorore consrdered too old 10r commitment to the state sch60l {or
bovs.- 

*",ro" whrtei narents ou,ro. rJoort"T 
*

Ag€ at t lme ol offense. 16.
Mt"rf{f ,""t :Bl i l :  atu."o 14, i928: StealtnB; bound over for prosecurron,D

"\?iititrl?: ."r1.9":.t?Bf i?'uli:?T,i1";l:d entr riving tosether; brothers 18,
Roger is a medium-sized boy wiilr fair hair, good color, and a crear com-plexion. Ele is neat in appearance, and areri, 

-responsivir, 
ano-pieiiant inmanner,

- rlls family live in the country in a small farmhouse which, together with alittie apple orchard, the'' rent for g8 a mondr. The house ni*- u 
-tit"Iru",

sittinq room, and one bedroom downstairs, and two bearooms 
-"p*tuiJ.. 

Thecrorvding is someryhat relioved by the fact that nrr. s. and the oio."f^rruv o""ln camp most of the winter, and the boys sleep tn a tent i" G;ilI; irctrarirdurtng the summer.
Mr. s. is a cook, rvorkirg in Iumber eamps in tha winter, on ships in thesummer, ald digging potatoes, sawing wood, and picking up odd Jobs betweenaeasons-
b-r"s. q. is a 5'oung but wom-iooking n'oman. Her r'any famiiy cares and hertrying deafness haye given her an anxious and apprehensive nanner. rn theEur.nmer she sometirnes goes with tlie chiklren to plck blut:berriel in an effort

to increase the family income, ?ncl the year of the ;tudy sne raised a hog whicnshe hoped would " help out a litile."
_ trfartin, the oldest brother, has- a reformatory record. rn November, 7928,he rvas committed to the state reformatory for rnen on a cha.ge of ,,treatilg,
entering, and larceny." Through breal<lng rules and attemiting to'*""*ne

p:""-,Ti.!,1f;]q1'1,"f,SiliilT'""1?"iii #'i$$fu" o.;1.,,l"o,% ffff,,Hij8",'S;-"f:F.*iis"lf
by a pollce matron at the request ol the chitd's motLei.

I
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he lvas kept in the institution until he had Eeryed 14 months (January, 1028).
Since his paroie his conduct has been highly satisfactory, and he has been dis-
eharged recently. IIis mother' linds him reluctant to spe.ak of the experience
but thinks he has " learned his lesson." He has been working with his father
the past ferv months.

Janet, the 16-year-o1d girl, lias been doing office work since she graduated
from grammar scirool two years ago. In lieu of wages she receives her clothes
ztnd the office experielce. Slre is plannifg to attencl business college next
year antl her employers have promised to help her.

The remaining chiidren seem to be normal in school achievement and look
healtiry and happy in spite of the family poverty.

Roger seems foncl of his family. \Yiien inteniex'ed at the reformatory he
inquired eagerly about his young sisters and brothers and wanted to know
what impression they had made on the agcnt. IIis mother also spoke of his
lnterest in the Iittle ones and sald that, although he had " teasecl and plag:ued "
them, he had not been a bad boy.

Of his school wor'li IIrs. S. mereil. said that Roger seemecl unable to learn
as well as the rest of her children and never rvent beJ olrl the sixth grade.
During JanuarJ- and X'ebruary of last year Roger n'orked as a woodcutter !r
a vlllage about 7 miles from his home. He rlalked to and from wolk and gave
hls rvages of $5 a \reek to his mother. Practicall5' hls only recreation was
playing ball with his bt'others in the 1'ard.

Late last winter Roger begaq spending his eveuings in a neighboring vil-
lage, rvhere, under tlle leatlership of a 5'oung man named lliggins, he and
slx other boys formed a group whicli, although not called a gang, was one
in faet" The boys would hang around the post of,flce in a sociable way until
the cvcning mail  hrd been distr ibuted. Abouf I  o'clock. n'hen lhe vl l lage
had pretty well quieted down, they would divide up and make forced entries
into various places to take whatever they could. The " gang " spirit of the
group is illustrated by the fact that each of the boys felt it necessary to make
a suecessful haul in order to maintain his self-respect in the gtoup, and by
the understanding that n'hen the booty was large and taken by more than
one boy, it was to be dlvided among all seven. After a series of these rob-
berles the sheriff arrested one boy, who then revealed the names of his con-
feclerates. whereupon aII were arraigned before the munlcipal court judge.

Roger had made several entries into stores, but his chief offense had been
committed in the lumber office in which his sister Janet was employed. He
took more than $100 in cash, hiding the money in the woods wlth the lntention
of spending a little at a time on candy, motlon pictures, and similar erpendi-
tures; but before he had spent very nuch he fouDd himself in court. He de-
cided to confess his guilt to elear his sister Janet, who was under suspielon
for the theft of the money. Tbe municipal eourt found probable cause and
bound him over to the supreme court for trial. His bail rvas flxed at $800.

Roger thinks that his father could have borron'ed suffieient money io fur-
nlsh bail had he not been convinced that detention in Jail frending the supreme
eourt hearing would reduee the boy's ultimate sentence. His mother said, how-
ever, that the family had been afraid to borrow the money lest Roger should
run away and thus forfelt the security. \Yhaterer the lenson, h,' snent two
months in the eounty jail an'aiting trial. Whcn tried ln the supreme ;udiciat
court he was found guilty of " breaklng, entering, and larceny " ancl committed
to the State reformator.v for men.

Roger did not complain of refo|matory life. He admittccl that he had sne.nt
two periocls in " solltary eonfinement "-one for 10 and one for 11 dals for
talking and giggling in the dormitor"v after the lights had been turned out-
rvhich seemed to grier-e him consltlembll'. As he had beeri unable to s.r'iio to
his rnother during this time anrl n'as afrairl to refer to the experit.nee later,
he worried lest she think that he had been tleprived of the priviiege of writing
home because he had committed a serious offense, such as attempting to
escape.

Ilaving spent two months in the close eonfinement of the county Jail, he
appreciates the grenter frecrlom of the reformatory, the opportunlty for work
out of doors, thc rveekly molion pictules, anrl tire chureh ser-vice_s. But he
still has considerable leisure time r{hieh must be spent in the basemenr ree-
rcation roorn rvhere the men do bead work, play card-s, read magazines, and
tell stories, :uld his experiences don'n there have c,rnlil)recl hinr thrit a hoy ea.n
not derive much benefit from Iiving with n a buneh of hardboiled fellows',
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METHODS OF DEALING srITE DELINQUENT CITILDREN I D

who flU his head with ideas that, in spite of his court record, he has not had
before. He is interested in the fact that his brother [Iartin is " makins
good," and he hopes to follow his example.

NAPIEII, D.
Nnt i rc  wh l te ;  paren ts  na t lve  wb i te .
4go a t  t ime o f  o f fense,  17 .
IuuDicip.al court, Nlarch 14, 1928: Stealln&i bounal over for prosecution ln

superior court.
tr 'amily at t ime of disposition : Parents m&rried and livlng together; sisters 27,

21 (diyorced ald having custody of her infant), 19 (with husband and one
chlld), 16, 10, brother 20, at home; brother, 25, sister 23, away.

Napier is rather tall and thin, and, althougtr he does not look sickly, he seems
to be lacking in vitality. He breathes through his mouth most of the time and
walks with a siight slouch.

The family live in a small five-room house, lighted rvith kerosene lamps and
approached by a cinder path and two or three ricketl- board steps. They are
about one block frorn the center of the town, directl5 opposite a riYer.

1\Ir. D. is a lumberman and said to be a steady $'ofkef. llrs. D. appears to
be a hard-rvorking woman and supplements tJre family income by doing washing
and housecleaning.

l'he oldest daughter is a school-teacher. She is the most pathetic member of
the family, for, although she has a keen mind, she has always rvorked so hard
that she has never had time to learu to play. She is colscious ()f the corn-
munity's lack of opportunities for wholesome recreation. Although slre herself
ffnds a little recreation in connection with the social activlties of t)le school, she
realiz€s that most of the community have only the " movies."

The oldest blother works in a n.eighboring town and contributes lrregularly
to the family. The second brother lives at home, works seasonally, and
contributes " some."

The marital status of the various sisters was not quite clear. Of the two
who \r''ere llving at home, one ri'as said to be divoreed and the other to be
married. The 23-year-old sister rvas doing houseworli in another town. Ac-
cording to a loeal social worker, one of the girls had a child of illegitimate birtJr.

Of the remaining children, tlie 16-year-old girl is etten(iing high school, and
the other two are in the seventh and sixth grades. Of their coDduct nothing
special was noted.

1'he family gave the following brief history of Napier: When he was 10 years
of age he rvas sent to the State school for boys, where he remainetl for two
years on a charge of breaking, entering, and larceny. There is litile evidence
that Napier received any constructive parole supervision on being released
from the State school At any rate, rvhen he was 15 years of age he was again
brought before the municipal court and charged with bretking, enteiing,
and larceny (this time with a boy accomplice). His case was bound over for
prosecution in the higher court, and in default of 9500 bail, he rvas committed.
to the courty jall for some 30 odd days pending the next session of the supreme
court. In Noyember, 1926, he was placed on probation by thls court. EIe had
atteirderl high school for one year before his second delinquencS', but after the Jail
commitment he nerer returned to sehool and it would seem as if flre probation
officer made no effort to urge him to d.o so. Accorditig to sevelal reports the
probation ofiicer at this tirne \ras a man whose inte.rnperance eventually lost
him his position.

!Irs. D. was never correctly notified of Napier.'s herring and n'as thus unable
to atterd. In vier.v of IIr. D.'s attitudc rlt:tt the court could do rvhatever lt
considered right for his son, ho.wcver'. she felt that she coutd nclt Dlead suc-
cessfully in her son's behalf. At the time of the intervie'rv r.r'ith the children's
Ruleau agent the entire family seemed alnrost indiffel.ent to his situation.

Napier was neyer dissatisfled n'ith his home, but ire seems to have had no
close bonds of affectiorr or interest l.ith the various Denlb€"rs of his farnily.
He rvas conscious of the fact that his oidest sister rvas displeased with him
rvhen he did not do *'eII in school or was in a scrape.

His .work history is vague and irregular. He worked in a fish canner:/ one
summer, in the woods part of one winter, and in the potato fields for a season,
giving his ealnings to his mother.

His love of aclventure was appafently the chief motive in his burglaries.
He liked to br€ak into tourlst camps and steal cameras and other equipment,
Roger S. he joined Higgius garrg (see p.74) and on March 14, 1928, rvas
and he enjoyed the excitement of hiding the loot in the woods. Together rvith

98523"-3H
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Roger S. he Joined lliggins's gang (see p. 74) and on llarch 14, 1928, \sas
brought before the municipal court on a charge of breaking, entering, snd
larceny and bound over for prosecution in the higher court. In default of $300
bail he was again cornriitted to the county Jall pendlng the next session of the
supreme court. EIis jail detention lasted nearly two months, at the end of
which he \Vas committed to the State reformatory for merr.

Napier likes the reformatory better than the State school for boys because
he has more freedom ln the refor:natory. AIe has heard that a clergyman ig
planning to come to the institution to give several hours of tutoring a week'
and lie has been iooking forr','ard to this. F{e spends his spare time in rerding
books and magazines and playing baseball and cards.

I{e bears no resentment against aD}'one and tealizes tearfully that he is in
the reformatory througir his orvn fault. While he lvas on probation he re"
ported regularly that he rvas " making good," but once excused. from leport-
ing he ceased to feei the neccssary restraint to preYent his getting into trouble.
I{e makes the impression of being a rather weak character, easily led and quick
to repent.

The lemaining members of this gang were dlsflose{,l of as follotvs:
Carter, aged 16, having helped the sheriff locate the rest of the gang, wag

piaced on probation for one J:err.
The trvo B. boys, one under and one over 1E years, were plaeed on proba'

tion. They are a pair of shlftless young men rvho, because their mother ls
dead. and their fathel an uIleliable, negiectful, and lrore or less dlsreputable
citizen, appeal to the s]'mpathy of the community. In less than a mcnth after
the hearir,g they. together lvith Carter, were again brought before the rnunici-
pal court and sentenced to 60 &?ys in jail plus a joint flne of $30 and court
costs, or, in default of payment, 30 additional clays in jail. Carter served 60
daj's, the other t'rro servecl 90. They had a pleasant, Iazy time, gained rveight
on the jail food, and when interviewed neither the boys nor Carter's famlly
expressed regret concerning the experlence.

The leader's young bfother pleacled not guilty and was placed on probation
for one year. Ife rvas tligging potatoes in Aroostook County at the time of
the lnterview and thus not leportlng to his probation oIIicer, who, however,
rvas uncler the impression that the boy was doing rvell.

Eliggins, the leader, \\'as oyer 18 years of age and was committeil to the
State penitentiary for two to three years. He is norv serYing out his sentence.

PLACEMENT IN F'AMILY IIOMES

Within the last 10 years institutional commitment as a method of
caring for tht' rielirng

theorv is that correctiye treabrnent should train the child to live a

inquent chilcl has been to some extent supplemented
'f the countrv bv placement in familv homes. Thein vaiious parts of the country by placement in family hbmes. The

theorv is that corrective treatrnent should train the child to live a
well-idjusted and socially acceptable life in a normal family group
in the normal conmunity and that this can not be accomplished satis-
factorily and happily in tne artificial atmosphere of a^ disciplinary
rnstitutl0n.

The probation departments of some of the juvenile courts have ex-
tencleclttheir seryicds from the supervision oI children in their own
homes to inciucle the supervisiorr of children in homes other than
their own, and tirus probation service has grorvn to cover also a
limited &mount of pia6ement service. Other 6ourts, fearing to over-
burden their probation departlnents ancl thus adversely alTect their
stanclards of probation service, use the various existing private
agencies to do iheir placement work for them.ag
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uFor a discussion of thls method and lts results ln Boston sse Reconstrustlng Behailor
Ioutb, by lYiltiam l:Ieatj', Augusta ff. Bronner, Edtth M. FI. BaJ'lo]j, and J. Prentlc€and J. Prentlce
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In a few States the placement of children either in a familv liome
or in an institution a6cording to the needs of the particulai child
is undertaken by a State department which assumei the guardian-
ship of chitdren needing care. Possibly the most comp"rehensive
authoritv is that given to-the State depaitment in Vireinia. the hw
providing tlrat "all delinquent childr6n intended to b"e plaeed in a
State inslitution shall be committed to the State board of'public wel-
fare, it being the purpose of this chapter fo make said boaid the sole
agency fol the guardianship of delinquent children committed to
t[-e Siate." nn The State boird stutl ies each chilcl and decid.es upon
the care that he needs.

fn Maine family-home placement has been utilized chiefly as a
means of caring lor dependent and neglected chilt lren-the depart-
ment of publi iwelfare^ receiving such"children into custocl.y irom
the various committing- courts an? placing them in foster, bo"arding,
or wage homes. The department appreciates that this same serviie
should be provided for'some of the delinquent chiidren ancl has
ofiered its services in this respect to the various courts. At the time
of the survey, horrever, \'ery little rrork of this kincl was being done.
The courts seem reluctant to commit clelinquent children to f,he de-
partment of public welfare for lrome placement. The deparrment
field workers. with case loacls of 100 orl rnore cleDendencv iases and
50 " motherst aid tt cases and with the duty of inipecting" and licens-
ing boarding homes, corrld scar.cel.y give even thi minimrrm super-
vision essential to successful p,laccmcrrt of delinqnent children.^ If
the Maine courts were to make more extended- use of placement
:^ervice as a means of cnring for juvenile delinquents. t lrer-efore, the
State would be obliged, in the absence of. eithei. adequete probation
service or private placement agencies. to increase thC personnel and
develop the fncil i t ies of the State department of pubjic welfare in
order,to avoid crippling its service to the children^already in State
custody.

Case hi^stories illustrating placement in fami.l,g lbomce

The following three case histories show how satisfactorilv famiiv-
home placement mav answer the needs of the delinquent chilcl. Ge"r-
vaise 8., Rnndolph L., and Norman tr'. n'ere all thr-ee uncler 12 years
of age and all came from broken homes. Theil commitment to the
State department of pubiic welfare for placement in boarding homes
is not particularly surprising, therefore, as thev might ha-ve been
committed equally weil on,grounds of dependency or nlglect. These
cases, however, are suggestive of a meihod of treatnrent that might
be developed for handiing some of the older children rvho are iot
properly -committable to institutions and yet require a complete
change of environment. As Healy and Bronner show in the Bos-
ton experiment,a6 placement of older delinquents. aged 18 to 18
years, in some cases meets with but little less success tlian placement
of the younger groups; and as the oldel children can usuall5' earn

s Va., Code 1919, sec. 1910, as revlserl by Laws of 1922, ctr. 481.
4 Beconstructing Behavior in Youth, Table 14, p. 30&
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part or all of their cost of maintenance by after-school or full-tine
work either in the home or elsewhere, this method is feasible from
a linancial standpoint as well.

GERVAIST B.
Chlld of l l legitimate birtb ; nativlty not reporteil.
Aee r t  t ime o f  o f fense.  10 .
tr{unicipal c.o"urt,  ̂ trIay 22, 7928.: StealinC;.committed to State department of

public welfare for placement in boaldiug home.
tr'a_miiy at t ime of disposltlon: l lother lknbwn as aunt) married aDd tiying \vltb

her husband in neighboring to*'n; child l iving wlth grandmother ancl trunt.

Gervaise has very round red. cheeks and very large brol'n el 'es rvith long,
dark lashes. IIe is a l ively and responsive chilt l  and has an affectionate
nature. His accent and inflections are stiil decidedly n'rench.

Gervaise's mother lives in a neighboring tcrl'n with her husbrnd tvho repre-
sents himself as " in the garage business." They pretend to be Gervaise's aunt
and uncle and appear to take a warm and protective iDterest in their l'oung
" nephe'w." According to the police inspector, thet' are a pair of " haiil-boiled
bootleggers "; but, although the woman has been arrested for drunkennegg
while driving and the man has been involved in dispuied cases ot chicken
stealing, neither has been arrested thus far for bootlegging.

Except for a sherrt time, when he lived in an orptranage, Gervalse has always
been with his grandmother. She has four neat little rooms in rr foreign-
looking tenement house on a narrorv street. She has tried to keep Gervalse
out of mischief, but with her age and her inability to speak English she has
been unable to give him the necessary supervision.

Gervaise went to a parochial school, where all the instructlon except English
reacling n'as given in n'rench. He sa-id that he did not like school because the
sisters scoliled him, and he played truant whenever any of the other boys' did so.

EIe rras brought to the poliee station in JuIy, 7V27, on a charge of lareeny
and apparently rvas dismissed with a warning. His grandmother took him to
the police matron (date not recorded), asking tlre latter to send him to the
State school as she did not know horv to keep him from stealing, but the police
matron tried instead to dispose of the case by talking to the boy. In May,
1928, he was again brought to the poliee, this time on a charge of breaking,
entering, and larceny, and his case was referred to the municipal court for
aetion. 1'he police matron recommended that he be sent to the orphanage
that had cared for him previously, but that institution refused to accept him
on the ground that he had been a bad influence among the boys rvhen he rvas
there before. It n'as finally decided to commit him to the custody of the State
department of public rvelfare fol placement in a boarding home. Accordingly
the State fleld agent visited his home and arranged for placement in another
citY.

Gervaise $'as flr'st placed in a temporary boarding home in which there were
usually from four to eight children. He was quite content there; but as the
horne was Protestant and he rvas French Catholic, the State fieid worlier trals-
ferred him to a Catholic home. Gervaise, however, had liked the chilclren and
the dog in the tonporary boarding home; he got into the habit of wandering
bach, until flnally he \yas allowed to remain there.

Gervaise's friendliness and lack of restraint n'ben interr.ielved in the boardlne
home indicated that he was ver1' much at ease there. I{e talked happily aboul
pla}'ing in the yarrl rvith the other children, and was very eager to brirrg iD
Bimba, a roguish littie mulatto child, and have her sing a little solo to her
teddy bear. FIe has gro\\'n to like school; he is in the fourth grade now ancl
attends regularly. FIis teacher has taken a special interest in him and ls
helping him to catch up in his English. On Sundays, lnstead of going to Sunday
school rvith the rest of the family, he goes to mass, so that although he ls in a
Protestant honre, his chulch affiliation is being rnalntaiued.

Geryaise's aunt and uncle sometimes drive oyer to see him, and they seem
satisfied rvith the care he is receiving. Altogether he seems to be leacling a
normal child life n'ith regular houls for sleep ancl schooi attendance, plentl: of
wholesome out-of-door pla5 uncler the supervision of his boarding parents, and
the constant compa',iionship of othel children.

Provided by the Maternal and Child Health Library, Georgetown Universit-v

/ d



METEODS OF DEAIJING WITII DELINQUENT OITILDREN 79

Nattve wbite; parents 
".ruui#*""t 

"'
+_gc at t ime of oflensc, 8.
M u n i c i p a l - c o u r t .  I I u r e h  8 , 1 9 2 3 :  S t e a l t n g .  A p r l l  1 0 , 1 9 2 8 :  S t e a l l n g :  t w i c e  c o n _t inuef l  f s1  sentence.  Commi f ted  to  ius tody  ;a  Sr " l ; "  d "p ; , i - " i , t  o t  p rUt t "welfare.
Family at tlne of dispos_ition,: pB.rents divorced; pother, brothers 1g, 1T athome; father reDariieal antt l ivins als;i

mother; brother 11 ln foster home since 
fi 'here; sistet 15 l iYing s'lth. grand-

Iandolph is a jolry, healthy-rooking litfle lad. He seems bright and has areal talent for dancing.
r{is parents \yere divorced in 1920. Mrs. L. alal the boys live in the poorest

and probablS' most disreputable section of one of Maine,s-largesiciiius. itheyoccupy four first-floor rooms iD the rear of a store. At the iir"e 
"f 

ih" iot""-view the tlilapidated porch entr.ance to their part of tne riouse 
-was 

ctutteredwith ernpty cans ancl refuse, n'hicli hecl appar6nttv ueen accumi,totiig'to.."o_
eral rveeks. The scantily _furnished r.ooms, althougn tess olriv irran-tie porch,
were also untidy. (Mrs. L. had bee'ill several d-ays prececlins tG i"te.vie*,,horvever, and the messy kitchen and general untidiiiesi may b; u"iooot.a to"in part !y t-trir fact,) -It.rvas lear_netl subsequenily from iire-fa-iijj_wetfare
society that llrs. L. had disappeared.

Tle two oldest boJ's a'e emproyed as laborers, and trrrs. L. takes in occasionalwashings. l'he entire family have been kno'*'n to social ageodeJ and to tnecourt oyer a considerable period of years. rn 1g16 they hadthei.-fi.st cootactwith the family-welfare society; in 191g ttrey receiveti aia rr.om-tiielo"r.".r,
of the poor. rn 1919 the motber brought a complalnt ot assauit- aod" outt""yagainst the father, the-case being continued for sentence; in 1920 the parents
were divorced, the mother^_recei'r-ing the custorly of the children. 

- 
ro in" **"year the father was fined $b and ccsts on a chaige of drunkenne-ss. 
-io"iszL 

ilr"mother was a.rested for-maintai'ing-+ house of common-n;G;"; whereinliquor was-sold and gambling,permitted; she preaded gurrti, ana trre case \vascontinued for sentence under 91.000 boncl. The next recorcl-of her was in 1g26,wqen_qlg rvas again_applJ'ing to the family-rvettare society, tnis-iimitor ruer.rn1922 and 1928 the olclest boy was arrested tour times on6".*u, if enter_ing, breaking, and larceny. x'or the third offense ne was sentenced to the stateschool fo^r bors, .but appealed his case and rvirile out on appeai-Jo-"*iit"o ni.fourth offense, fo. rvhich he- served three days in jail. i".*ai"g ?" agencyrecords, he must have been placed on probation by tire superior 
"oo-riu"o 

ortr_maiely referred to a nonse-ctarian c[ild-placing agency-for ptacement. Butafter two months in a foster home he returned to tils ilother, wittouitne eonsentof the,agency, and no further action seems to have been taken.
r-n 1927-the young brother was arrested on a cnar.ge oiiarceny and truancyand placed on probation for flve rnonths. whire_on piobation nJreportea regu-larly to his offcer and improved his school attendanc'e to some 

""t""i.--'_ Rarrdolph rras not quite- i years of age rvhen tht i;i;.;i-ttare societybegan to receive reports of his successful begging.
.As-tr{rs. _L' .was frequenfly away from tr-o-me, nanaolph \r'as sent to schoolwith his older brother before he had reachetl school age, uia 

",roe" 
tntr'i..uog*ment_he felt.free_to go and come as he chose. r,at6r, n'rren tre-was-o] scnootage, he continued in his irregular attendanee. . When fre nas i tirJ^tamify_rvelfare societv received the follorving report of h.is school conauet: ,;v-""y nua;playing trutrnt, smoking cigarettes, and stealing." ffis irreguia";ho;i attend-ance had another aspect._ Randolph was spendlng many oihis eoeoioes enter_taining people with his dancing. rre danded we[ ano, *ittr 

-[i. 
iui"-""i"g p""_sonalitj', becaTe a popular entertainer at locige parties,'tocai tfr*tei", 

"u**er_clal .dernce_halls, and mid-night _reyues, somet"imes ea."iug 
-as--uci-?s"'$o 

anevening. But on the day following such a performance he"neeoea-tris sieep anonaturalll' did not go to school.
The school-attendance oficer was unsuccessful in his efforts to keep Randol.phin school. The porice arso warned the boy on three clifferent oa"uson-.,-Lot *itr,rro grcater success. The representati'e of the Trar-elers, Aid society i.eportedto the state department of public $'elfare that the chilcl rias r"ing'""proit"a,but no other action seems io have been tat<en tr;:;i;h;. il;"ila"ve'Gis,eias.ociety or the department of public welfare. wo ooe tried to g"i ui irr-" 

".."o-tial cause of Randolpli's truancy, and no one took any steps io'protecf tie uoy.

I
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IJast March Randolph became involved in two eases of larceny. In the flr'st
lnstance he managed by his dancing to hold the attentlon of a group of peopie
ln a hotel lobby while -cereral other boys made away rvith a laundry case full
of clothing valued at $10. His case was twice continued for sentence in the
municipal court, but in the rneantime he became involved x'ith a group of boys
who stole lead pipe, valued at $5, and was brought before the muuicipal eourt
on a new charge of larceny. No speeial investigation was made, but the general
family situation bad long been known to the local agencies and officials and
accordingly the munielpal board of children's guardians eiltered a complaint,
alleging that the clrild was kept in places injurious to his health and morals.
With his mother's consent he was eommitted to the eustody of the State
department of public weifare.

Randolph was taken to another eity and placed in a boarding home by the
departnent of public welfare in April, 1928. In spite of the fact that he had
previously beerr mucir spoiled and petted by older people who admired his
dancing, he has adju-sted himself rather rvell to his position as merely one of
a famiiy of chiidren. He is weII tiked by the family and seems happy in the
companionship of the children and their nelghborhood playmates.

His school attendance has become quite regular, and he likes his school work
and his teacher. He has been having difficulty with reading, but with tire help
of bis boarding mother he has managed to improve thls year.

The boarding home has a good yard for play, and the boarding mother en-
courages the neighborhood children to play here rather than elsewhere. Occa-
sionally she allorved Randoiph to go down town arld to the " movies." On one
sueh occasion he took a cake from a bakery and two rings and a box of rouge
from the flve and ten cent store. I{e was punishecl for thls, and he promised
never again to touch things that did not belong to him.

Ilis experience ln the boa:ding home has been too short to justify an opinion
as to its success, and yet the indications are favorable.

NOBIfAN F.
Nat lve  wb l te :  paren ts  na t lve  wb l te .
Age at t lme of-offense. 9.
Municipal court, Aprii 6, 1028: Truancy; commltteal to State Echool for boys.

Aprll 9, 1928: Order recalled and case dlsmlssed. Probate court, trIay 1, 1928:
Parental neglect; commltted to custody of State department of publlc welfare.

n'emily at t ime of disposition : Parents dlvorced; mother keeping house for
w ldowerwl th  16-year -o ld  daughtc r ;  l l ro thers  18 ,  b ,  s is te rs  14 ,7 ,  w i th  mother ;
s ls te r  15  iD  Sta te  scboo l  fo r  g i r l s .

Norman is a stockily built iad \yith Iight hair and blue eyes. Although a llttle
neryous when flrst inter-viewed, he appeared normal in heal.th and mental
ability.

Mrs. X'. 'was deserted by her husbend about six years before the time of the
lntervierv. She obtained a divorce but was refused mothers'ald, and, therefore,
&ade her home wlth her invalid mother, so that the Iatter could take care of
the children rlhiie she worked. Unfortunately, her mother seemed unable
to manage the cbildren, who took advantage of her }ameness and rau off to do
8s they pleased.

Meanwhile the family were known to the followlng social agencies: Salvatlon
Army, 1923 ; baby-hygiene clinic, 1924; bospital dispensary, 1927; soeial-hygiene
cllnlg 1927; eye.and-ear clinic, date not reported; probation officer, 1924; over-
seers of tie poor, November I7,7924, to April 30, 1928. Through the iast they
recelved torvn aid-$8 a week in groceries, tbelr rent, and some clothing-until
April 30, 1928, At that time the overseers of the poor learned that Mrs. X'.'s
boarder hacl dled and left her his estate, whereupon they discontinued aid.
Shortly thereafter they received notice from Mrs. n'.'s grocer that ttre family
had moved. DIrs. n'. said that she had received nothing, as the will had not yet
been probated, and that in any event Bhe expected the estate to be compietely
absorbed by debts. So, after the death of her boarder, she found work as a
housekeeper for a widower and his 16-year-old daughter and ls now living ou
hls farm with four of her children.

Douglas, her 18-year-olcl boy, is also working on the farm. Ile rvas before
the municipal court in November, 1921, on a charge of truancy. He pleaded
Builty anrl was committed to the State school for boys, but the sentence was
suspended and he was placed on probation for two years. In February, 1922,
he was brought before the munlcipal court on a charge of breaklng the concli-
tions of his probation end sent to the State school He has recenU)' been dis-
charged from the school and has apparently been doing rvell on parole. Ililda,
the 15-year-old sister, is at present ln the State school for glrls, to rn'hlch she

--
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y^3-._:"i--lt9g_b,y tbe municipat court in X'ebruary, 1927, on, a charge of ,,betng
found_rn-mantfest danger of fal l ing into habits of sice or immori i i tv., .

Early )ast spring the school-attenrlance officer visiteo tne-ramlrv-itio *""eat that tirne still liring in the city) in order to discover tne reasonJorfrLr-urr'*
truaney' rle conciuded. that .Mrs, _x'. was lo! giving Norman tue p"oper uop""-vrdon and that the child wourd be better off in"the State -i;oil;.'i;;;: \viththe eooperation of the municipal board of children's guaraians- rre firousbt acharge of trrlancy agalnst Norman in the municlpal couit u"O of-tairieJ nis com-mitment to this institution.
- No record ?ppears of Norma-n's detention, but Mrs. n', reported that he wa6detained in_the police station_from nliday until Monday. 

^Sn" 
*"* 

""der 
thelmpression that be was not rocked up ouring tue oaibui;;, irro*iiiJ'go uuo"twlth the Janitor.

- rn the meantime the state schoor refused to accept Norman, on the ground
that ,his truancy had not been of suffcient fiequ;;cy to?dJ ioiini" trr"deflnition of "habituar ,truancv" _(.s_ee p. gB1 reqriireo"f";"c;;;t-;;i. Thecourt recalled the mlttimus but altd not issue a mtttimus 

-r'*_ln" -Jt"."ut"

sc,ntence, presumably because the boy was considereO too ioung ]:o, iuif .o*-mltment. Elis. ease, tberefore, rvas drsmrssed by the -u"i"cipar-cou"tl*aoa newas _temporariry placed in a boardrng home uy tire agent ;? tne 
-muntcipat

board of chlldren's guardians.
. 9n Mgv 1' 1s28' the agent of tle municipal board brought Norman,s casebefore the probate court, alleging that he wis betng 

""gre"ie-o 
uy"-nis*ia"eots.The probate court committed him without fuither investlgatton t"o tne 

-custooy
of t-he State department of public welfare.
- The agent of the state department of publlc welfare has not removed Nomaofrom his flrst boarding hohe. she has eoneiuoed tnai artiroGn 

-iu6' 
noo."itseu ie in need of.repalr and is atmoit inaccessinre in bad weather, the board_lng parents are-doing so well with Norman that the otJuoou"iuid-bi-iie roca-tion are more than balanced by the good influence of the home.--Noilan fs fnthe thlrd grade. rre attends school regularly, responds welr to tne- uiroing.home disclpline, and seems cheerfut and naply.

I
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SITUATIONS AFFECTING THE DELINQUENCY PROBLEM

No attempt was made in this survey to study the causes of juvenile
delinquency in Maine; yet the case histories indicated tliat defects in
the school attenclancc and chiicl labor laws or in their en{orcement,
inadequate prosecution of adults contributing to juvenile delin-
quency, and inadequate or insufficiently supervised facilities for

"1u"..utiotr 
,r"." ,ro^t infrequently connected with specific delin-

cuencies. These situations shoulcl be considerecl carefullv. for no
f.og.arrl for the care of juvenile delinquents would be"complete
without some attention to preventive measures.

ENFORCEMENT OF SCIIOOL ATTENDANCE

School attendance in l{aine is compulsory for " every child between
the seventh and fifteenth anniversaries of his birth and everv child
betlveen the fifteenth and seventeenth anniversaries rvho can nbt reacl
at sight and write legibly simple sentences in the English languagc
ancl e"verv child betn'e"en the fifteenth and sixteenth ann'iversariei wLo
has not completed the eighth grade of the elementary school." 1 To
enforce this law the school committee of every city or town " shall
annuallv elect one or nlore persons to act as attendance o{ficers t' to
investigate all cases of nonat'tendance, the compensation of the officer
to be fixed by the committee.' It is further provided that '( the
attendance officer has the same control over pupils of compulsory
school age in private and parochial schools as over pupils in the public
schcols."' The 17 communities visited by the agents of the Chii-
dren's Bureau employed 4 full-time and 18 part-time officers I of the
latter, 11 were school janitors, 3 were law-enforcing agents, and 4
were otherwise engaged.

The extent to which these o{ficers enforce the compulsory education
law can not be measured bv their annual reports showinE the number
of truants returned to schbol. Some indicittion of the f,ype of work
done in some localities in the past may be derived from the statement
of one attendance officer that before her appointment the school
enrollment had never been checked against the school census, with the
result that some children of 14 and 15 years of age had never
attended school. Similariv. in another county. an attendance officer
reported having found a ebmmunity in which only 5 of the 34 chil-
dren of school as. *ere enrolled and attendine scirool.

The methods 
-of 

enforcing school attendance in the public schools
varv in the difierent commu-nities. fn a few communitils the attend-
anc"e officer makes dailv rounds of the schools to check up on all
absences. followinE this"with such home visits as he sees fit. 

'In 
most

communities, particularlv those employing the services of janitors,
it is eustomaiv fo. the teachers to inquiie oT a chjld's sisters,6rothers,
neichbors. and friends eoncerning his absenee; if such reports are not
satisfactoiv, or if the absence conlinues, or if the absentee is a subject
for suspicion, the principal sends foi the attendance officer, who

1 Rev. Stat.
2  Ib id . ,  sec .
3 Extr:rcts

Published by

Rt

1916. ch. 16, sec. 66, as amended by Las's of 1927, cb.37.
68.

from the trIeine School Laws in Relation to Compulsory Educatlon, p. 8.
the Stete l jepartuent of Education, ; lugusta, Me'

I
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SITUATIONS AFFECTING TrE DET]INQUENCY PROBLEM 83

. ReY, Stat. 1916, ch. 16, sec. 69.

scours the streets and calls at the home in an efiort to find and return
the child to school. In some communities the police are callecl unon
to hunt for children. County probation officeli may serve as sch6ol-
attendance officers, but none of ihe.e officers seems to"have undertaken
any responsibilitv for school attendance.

Althouqh attendance officers are responsible for children attend-
ing both the public and parochiai schodls, the latter usually do their
own attendance work. The methods used in the parochial schools
are very similar to those of_the.public sehools. In^one of the large
French parochial schools, .having an enrollment of 1,700 pupiis,
the principal from time to time gives a list of " truants ,' io a F^reichj
speaking police officer, who either investigates the cases himself or
caIIs on the police matron or public-school-attendance offieer to do so.

f'he lack of cooperation between private and public schools is a
serious factor in defeating good att6ndance enfoicement. The law
states clearly -that .children shall not be excused from attending
public day school ('until a certifieate showing their names, resil
dence, and-attendance at p-u_ch private school, signed by the person
or persons having such child in charse. shall be fi-led wi"th theichool
officials of the town in whieh said 

.-children 
reside." Nevertheless.

local departments of education fail to keep an accurate file of ali
local chiidren and merely assume that childien not recorded in their
files are attend-ing parochial schools. As parochial schools have
the same attitude,-it-becomes possible for children to fail to attend
either public or parochial schbols without being missed by either.
Of course, if such -children make public nuisances of thdmselves,
they are soon pieked up by the police. But if they stav quietly at
home to keep house arr-d enable-their mothers to ivork, oi.if inev
themselves succeed in finding employment, their {ailure to attenil
school is iikely to be overlooled. 

- 
(See th6 case stories of tr{ildred

E..  p.  54, and Clar ice W., p.  56.)
The difficulties arising^ from this lack of cooperation between

public^ and parochia-I schbols are_augmented_by th6 children's prac-
tice of transferring baek and forth between the two. These constant
transfers are in themselves conducive t_o truaney. Each change
necessitates a complete readjustment to the school- curriculum, anE.
as it often involves a demotjon, the chiltl is likely to lose interest in
his class work and to think up wavs of avoidine it. A transfer to
give a pup{ a new chance may be 6xceedingl5' bdneficial to him, but
these casual, undirected transfers, made whenever the spirit moves,
a_re productiyg_of no^thing but restlessness and irresponsi6ilitv. (Setj
the stories of Yvon S., p146, and Harold R., p. 61.)^

Although the statutes define as a habitual truant anv child who('without sufficient excuse sirall be habituallv and willfullv absent
from school or shall fail without such excuie to attend school for
5 day sessions or 10 half-day sessions rrithin any periocl of six
months," a the schools frequenlly make their orvn iht6rpretation of
what constitutes truancr'. In several communities, for instance.
school principals reported_that they did not consider as truant boys
whose indigent home conditions necessitated their remainine out of
school for several weel<s each fall to dig potatoes, or girls rvh6 stayed
at home from time to time to supervise- liounger 

'siste-rs 
and broth"ers.

I
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84 JUYENILE DELINQUENoY IN MAINE

(See the case of Michael Y., p. 41.) Thus even when the school-
atte'danee officer is perforrning hip'dury to the bcst of his ability,
inriividual pupils In3y be seri-ously iriegular in their attendancd
wrtnout comrng to hts rttentron.

REGULATION OF EMPLOYMENT OF MINORS

The obvious intent of the }raine child labor law is to keep the child
in school until he is 15 ye_ars of age or until he is 16 unliess he has
completed the eighth grade: to enler dn.y occupation durins school
houls he must obtain a riork pelntit showine tirat he has m-et these
requirements.5 As school attendance was fo"und in some piaces not
to bc rigidly enforced, however, some children under 16 obfuined em-
ployment witlrout work permiis by claiming to be over 16 vears of
age. For work carried on outside school liurs the larv pr6vides a
minimum age of 14 and requires a permit for wor.k in 

-connection

with manufacturing .or meehanical es[ablishments, bowling alleys, or
pool rooms, but not for other work.

Like the child labor laws of manv other States. the Maine law fails
to cover " street trades "-selling or distributing newspapers, maga-
zines, and handbills and bootblacking, iunk co-ilectini. and'simiTar
occupations in which a child works oIi his on'n acco,'"nt.o The ciq'
of ?ortland, however, like a-number o{ other cities interested in pro-
viding for their own needs, has an ordinance placing certain restiic-
tions-on the employment of children in street work." This ordinance
was.passed_in.June, 1906, and, as supplemented by rules for adminis-
tration made in 1926. provides as f6ilows: '

1. No license for the selling or offering for sale of newspapers in
public street, square, or groilnds, or in-any public placo, shall be
issued to a child under 10!ears of age without permisiion 6f parent.

2. Licensee must be of Ebod moral'character. 
-

8. No newsboy of sehool age shall sell during school hours.
4. No newsboy under 15 sh-all sell after 9.15 [. m.
5. No newsboy shall sell papers on street cais o" other public con-

veya.nce.
Even these limited provisions were not found to be strictly

enforced.
So far as could be ascertained. no other Maine cities have ordi-

nances relating to street trades, and children may carry on their little
business enterlrises without fear of being questionecl as to age.

Some of the Maine case studies show ihal frequentins strjets and
allevs alone or with chance companions in the pursuif of business
sometimes leads to the formation of irregular and irresponsible habits
a,nd even to actual delinqu-encies. The-best specific eiample of this
is the case history of Harold R., page 61.

t
I

r
I
I
f
?
I

I
I

+

:
j

I

I

_!l_'he ed-ucatlonal requlrement for obtalnlng a wort pern)it may be walved ln case of
chitdren of subnormal mpDtal capaclty undero permit lisued Jointl-v by the coirmissioner
of labor and the commlssloner of educatlon. For tbe text of "tbe t<ireebtne provisions see
Rer'. Stat. 1-916. ch. 49, secs._2-0-21, as amended by Laws of 1927, chs-. 1BTlnd 1?1 (tle
lat terof  a,  later_d-ate)- : .see._23,  as ampnded by Liws of  tg iC,  ct r .  iCO: anaidcs-. '2+:bl .
By a. law-passed in 1917. (Laws o!-191i ,  ch 248r the s 'ords "at tenor ince omcci twerd
Bubstltuted for the term " truaDt ofrcer " in all statutes.0 l.'or a diseusslon of laws relatlnc to stTeet tradcs_se_e--CblldreD ,n Street Work,. by
Nettie P, McQtll, p,47 fr. (U. S. CbUdren,s Buranu publtcafion No. tbS.--*rslr*o.
1928). Sq9 glso State Laws and Local Ordinances Regulatins itre-S-treei-Wo.[";?-?Ih-ti:
dreF. r tabular sunrmary of resulatlong in effect In tEe uutled statee, by Etii aryttta
Merritt (U. S. Chlldrel's Burea.u Chart No. 15, Washlnston. igZti. 

--
7 St.rte Laws and Loqrl OrdiDonces Regulstilg the Street Work of Cbildren, pp. 22

aDd 23.
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PRosEcurroN oF ADULTS 
SftItriBXfrNc 

ro DELTNQUENCY oF

Maine has no lalr providing for the prosecution of adults on the
genelal chalge of '' iontributing to delinquenc.r' 

'' 
of children, and

actron against adults must be taken on specilic cirarges, uncier a
series of laws, covering " crinres against children." rrhic[ appll- only
to ofienses committecl- qg?inlt ch]idren under 16 y"urs o?'age, as
foliows: Mistreating a ch-ild bv abuse, negiect, overivor,k, or extreme
punishment;' admltting or allowine'u ;hiid'to remain'in a d.isor-
derly house, house o_f iI-I {ame. gambling place, placelvhere intoxi-
c l t ing l iquors are sold,  or  or l rer-p lace inJui ' ious ' t^o heal th or  morals l
o{ering for sale, se}ling, or giviirg intoiicating Iiquors to chil lren j

"91+lg 
or gryrng crgarettes, tobacc_o, l iquor, or narcotic drugs to

ehildren; giving or fu.rnishing.children with firearms or danger.ous
weapons;.and employing. exhibit ing. or training children in bec-
glng.or.sollcrtrng or receivrng alms, ol in i l legal, inrlecent, or immoral
exhibit ions or p-ractices. Tl-re law defining"and punishing exp(,sure
of a child with intent to abandon him appiies only to children'under
the age of 6. The law with regard to r'-a^pe or assault with intent to
commit rape applies to all females, withipecial penalties in case of
grrls under 14,.vear.s of age: and the law wifh regaid to carnal knowl-
edge,, other than by rape, try a p-erson over 1g applies to female
chrldren between the ases of 14 and 16.,
. Laws relating to.conf,ributing_ to delinqueney usually include omis-

:l:T !9 
perform duties towar-d children as iv_ell as icts promoting

delrnquency. 'rhus.an 
adult may co_mmit an ofrense against a mrnor;

he gay fail to. fulf i l , l  a dutv to*ard a-mino_r: and he"nlay cause, or
tend tocaus$, juvenile delinquency or dependency.lo The "court d6al-
rng wrtn delrnquent- or dependent children is in the best position to
know about the adult,s relation to the child's delinquency and of his
po:sible menace to other children. rt is, therefore, the iosicat court
to have original jurisdiction over all cases of parents o.-othe. per-
sons causlng or. tending to cause delinquency 

-of 
children, perh^aps

co_operatlng wrth other courts if i t seems desirable to deal wittr the
adult on a serit,us, specifie charge.

The case studies show that 
"in 

some localities little attempt has
been mad.e.to prosecute parents or other persons committing offenses
agarnst chlldren. ln two cases criminal prosecution had been insti-
tuted against older men involving younj girls, but in two ri-ilu"'cases no action had been taken, _aid in orth=er cise. no investigation
had been made to determine whether any adult should r,u". nuu"
prosecuted.. .The history of Aanette Q. h. 68)_ is an e*ampie-oi
cases in which some steps were being talien'iowaid prosecutiotior on
aduJt:. thc story of Irma and Gladys I. (p. B?) ft u".iu*piu of
negrecr ro prosecute the adult. One or two iudges reported that
they had taken action, with considerable succeis. dlainst parents in
truancv cases.

fn d few communities school officials, recreation workers, and
others in direct contact with children $rere considerablv clisiirrbed

#lti{hl. :T"'""9$i"*,?,1" ,'"T,i':l" ,',rll#'Ni""lEf"#% nsiii*"? pTol,if"if,l"#,'Bi
tBe-v- .  Stat .  1916, ch.  120,  secs.  18,22,27,  as amended by LawE ot  1g1?, ch,  106,€€cs. 28-37.
10 See The Legal Aspect of the Juyenile Court, p. 19.

I
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over the fact that manv children were smoking on the streets and
that no court actio.t itus being taken againsl merchants selling
tobacco to young boys.

In one oi the"cases studied a pool-room proprietor. was required to
pay court costs for a 13-year-old boy for whose delinqu.ency he rvas
i'ruid to some extent responsible. (See the stor.y of Louis F., p.53.)
The larv nrovidcs that 

^keepers 
of borvling allevs and bil l iard rooms

shall not'permit " any mifor to play, ''hoot, oi roll the.rein -without

the writte^n consent oi his parents-. guardian, or master.t '11 Some of
the police officers reported^that thev had no difrculty in getting the
o*rr^er. to keep on fi ie, subject to police inspe-etion at all t imes. notes
of consent fr6m the patenl. of ail minors-playing; others reporte<l
tlrat no attempt had been made to keep such a fi le' Some were con-
fident that n6 minors were playing without consent I -others s'ere
verv dubious about the whole situ-ation and expressed little confidence
in ihe consent requirement' The law itsel,f ii obviously inadequate,
however,_ as it fails to- protect children whose,parents give consent
isnorantiv or carelessly^. Furthermore, it makes no provision for

"trildrun 
ivho do not thimselves play but who hang around to watch

others play.
PROVISION FOR RECREATION

All the larger eities of Maine have playgrounds, usually on the
public-school ?rounds. In one or two-communities local factories
have also provided athletic fields and gymnasiums for their employeeshave also provided athletic fields a!cl gymnasiums for their employees
and, to a iimited extent, _hav-e _made these available .to other groups.and, to u i i- it*d extent, have made t-hese available to other groups.
In some communities the local departments of education have engaged
school principals to act as playgrbund supervisors during the summer
vacatio'n. L6cal Rotar.v and Kiwanis organizations lrave also helped
in some communities by contributing certain sums of money for pla5'-
ground equipment. Shaller communities frequently have less con-
iciousness' of the need for speeial plav facil i t ies for children.
Mainets natural resources-fore3ts, rivers. 

-Iakes, 
mountains, and sea-

coast-furnish such abundant opportunities for play and recreation
at all seasons of the year that the equipment so essential to urban
communities may seem superfluous. But opportunitie-" for whole-
some pluy should be near at  hand so that  the school  ch i l t l  can take
aclvantag'e of them even when his play time is brief ; they shoulcl be
safe so tEat mothers need not be afiaicl to let their children use thern I
and thev should be in terest ing so that  ehi ldren n ' i l l  pre{er  thenr  to
orsanizing mischief or seeking less <lesirable folrns of amusement
els"ewhere] Such opportunities-are furnishcd b.v cquipped and super-
vised playgrounds, and it therefore L-,econrcs a public responsibil i ty
to DroYrde tnem.

Other opportunities for rect'eation are provided by the Young
Men's Christian Association, the Young Women's Clrristian Assoeia-
tion. the Bov Scouts, the Girl Scouts, ihe Camp Fire Girls, and the
4-Il Clubs, al of s'hich at'e represented in }faine. The diff iculty
with the extension of the work of these organizations is that their
activities demand a certain amount of service from paid executil'es.
The counties that have a concentrateil population, as Curnberland
and Penobscot, can usually afiord to support three or four such exec-

tr Rev. Stat, 1916. ch. 32, sec' 6.
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utives, wfrereas the counties that have a thinlv distributed popula-
tion, as \\-ashington and Aroostook, can not suiport any. Of'course
some of this rl-ork can always be done by volunt6ers. Iirdeed. nlaine
has few con,r r runi t ies in  which a c lergyman.  c lergvman's wi fe.  school
principal, sclrool-tercher, or other indiviaLiat had not made it least
one attempt to organize a troop of Boy Scouts or some kind of
club; but even a hardy volunteer, when stranded in the farthest
l imits^of the State, needs the advice, encouragement, ancl apprecia-
tion of the professional recreation worker andlhe contact wilh other
groups that this .lvorker represents.

As far as the relation oT these organizations to the clelinquencv
situation is concerned, the number of children and the characier o?
the gro-ups servetl bv these organizations are quite as important as the
typg.o{ service rendered. very few of the children wh6se cases \vere
studierl belonged to these organizations. unless an organization
conscrously sets out to srrppiy facil i t ies for an underprivileEed sroup
rt  tends torvard select ive membership,  and the "  ur idesi ra5le 'vc i i i l ^ -
dren-whether their exclusion is basi<l on nationality, creed, f"pil j ,
land.yfs, or pcrsonal conduct--have lit_cle. opporiirnity to 1o,rr.And it is among the excluded groups that delinqu-encies aie iikeiy to
occur.

Portland has met this situation, to a certain extent. rvith a citv
boys' club. This club exrends the frivileges of its 9"',.,6 .oorrr,;d_
tn9. {9.o-,. gynlnasrum, .shower baths, Saturday picnics, and other
acuvrf,res ln a democratrc sprnt to as nrany as 1,000 boys. The or_
ganization is so large, howeler, tha^t it is-b6und to be veiy rooie, and
many or the boys. take advantage of it only on rainy days-or. on other
occasrons when their own pursuits fail thern.

Some of the other communities have attempted group orsaniza_
tions in the form of city basebail teams and hiking'club'i, an-d have
thus offered to at least- a few boys an opportunif! toi bnoie.o*e
recreation. rn one torvn several men havt'succeea"ela in g"g-;irirrg
a^boys' band, which not only gives its members a certain'amount
or oleasurab.le.occgpatron but also confers on them an agreeable
plestrge,, both _in the town itself and in the neighborinq t6wns in
whreh. they play.- rt. membership. is necessari ' iy- restr"icted, but,
nevertheless, it includes a relatively large number 6f the boys of the
community.

pq.h c<immunity must,face the problem not only of- providing
facil i t ies for recreation but also of.gii ing_adequate.ujr..uJo" to the
local commercial recreation facilit-ies. 'rhey'must 

guard utra p.o-
tect.young- boys- and girls who seek amuserient in frool rooms and
bowhng alleys, in theaters, in dance halls. and in roidhouses. Thi;
task.has usually been assigned to the l-qw-enforcing officers. rn com-
munrtles havrng polrce nratrons or policervomen to visit such plaees.
rarrly good standards seem to be maintained; but in some bf the
other communitie_s, the police officers themselves confess their ina-
brlrty to handle the situation, especially as regards young girls.

Each cornmunity must recognize its bwn reireatidn neEd3 and re-
sources. ljut no community can afrord to be blind to the fact that
young people who are not provided 'with attractive, safe, and suitable
opportunities for play wiil entertain themselves ds they see fit and
that thelr own selectron may not allvays be wrse.

I
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RECOMMENDATIONS

On the basis of this study the following recommendations are made
{or improving the methods of deaiing'with juvenile delinquency in
Maine:

1. Special court organization for children's cases is greatly neecied.
\\4rether this should involve establishrnent of separate juvenile courts
or centralizing juvenile jurisdiction in some existing court system is
a question that needs consideration. Procedure il ju'r'enile cases,
hoiever, should be chancery or equitv and not criminal in nature.i

2. The court hearing children's cases shoul.d have exclusive juris-
diction over delinquent and neglected children uncler 18 years of
age' and such dependent children under 18 1'ears of age as now
cSme within the juliscliction of the ccurts. The term '("delinquent
child " should be defined to inclucle chiidlen who haye violatecllaws
or ordinances of the State or of anv subclir-ision thereof and chiidren
whose conduct or associations har-e"renclered them in need o{ the care
and protection of the State. The court should also have jurisdiction
over adults contributing to the delinquency or dependency of
children.'

8. A:ry plan for providing a special court organization for chil-
dren's cases shoulii take into consideration the following factors:
(1) Frequcnc.y of sessions of the courtl (2) desirability oflusing the
c'orinty oi a district including several bouitie. as the area of j"uris-
dictioh; (3) opportunity pr-ovided for obtaining qualified judges
having understanding of children's problems.

Coults to hear chiitlren's cases miqht be orsanized in either of the
frrllorvins wavs:

(a) D"esigriation of .special judges as juvenile court judges, thp
area sen'cd by these judges to be extensive enough to make sueh
specialization'possible. tire jutlges chosen should be selected be-
ciruse of special qualification." loii juvenile court work. This plan
would inv6lve the provision of a separate juvenile court or a sep-
arate division of the superior court.

(b) Vesting of jurisdiction in children's cases in one of the exist-
ing courts without providing special judges. special sessions of the
court beins held to hear children's cases. The courts in which such
jurisdictioi might be placed arc the superior eourt, the municipal'courts. 

or the 
'probate- 

courts. The neivly erentpd superior eourt,

1 See Juvenile Court Standards, p. 1 (U. S. Children's Burcru Public*tiorr No. 121
Ws.shington, 1923 ) .

3 Provisi.on miqht be rnade for waivlng jurisdiction over children between 16 and 18
years  cuarged w i th  ser ious  u f fcns"s .

3  Tbe Juy( .n i le  cour t  s tand i r rc is  p rev ious ly  ment ioned recommended tha t  t j r c  Juven i le  cour t
be  g lven ju r isd ic t ion  1n  rd r l i t io r r  to  the  cases  re fe r red  to  above as  fo l lows:  Adopt ioa  casog;
commitment of chitdren suffering from menta-l defect or dislrrder; violatiori i of school
s.ttendance laws beJond proyisions for control by schooi adninistration; nonsupport or
desertlon of minor cbildren; exd determination ot paternity and support of childrcn borD
out of n'edlock, These standa,rds &re to be consldered B.s suggestlye only aDd subject to
adaptation to local needs.

8B
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ii'l?H-3"ffi 'ff-".":L*ffiix";$.itx1,i,ll.iH_l'i:L:I1$ffi?:bii
courts are in continuous sessiory but seieral' *y' nulu cioicrinenijurisdicti-on in certain sections 

"t' 
;;;unln 

--Tilt".ii;tlli, 
or o,r"municipal cgur-t gs the juveriiie .o,,"i of th" ."i,"til"rr?#iX., -ortoovercome this difficulty.- The probate co'.lr..-"ltr.,X;;h il;l'";i;'i;;1h;ffgt#? tr'. counrvi are not i#'J,ilf;11l31,*t"l3l** i""'

o"!il"t*rt??i1l*1"t1!""*":JiJ*.i'ionsvstemconsiderationshourd
,njfluf,:t";t?|f,:l.systeh 

of supelvision of ail probation officers
(9) 9df .quaiified persons s!o.ul{ be appointed, and ati appoint-ments should be made bn a nrerit brsis.
(c) Probation officers shorild.bs responsible for making investiga-ti-ons -of delinquency .a.e. prior to'h;;;i;;,';;#;rilfi.jirnar*o

place.d. on proF-atio

fili,r"x,i*,".o.,""'ii"l,l;'*-""fl i""l.HtffJl;*.ft *li";".t;"tqrt
. .(d) special probation officers shoulcl be proviclecl for work withchildren. coorilinatiol 

"f 
j lrt;riFprol"tio" rvork with the services

Blver-r_tg dependent and neglected .fiijai"" by the State departmentshould be c6nsiderer
; r;r r:r fi "l ffi;il i X,f;?[, :'" 

t:di.t,.l"ssible lor a countv t<i p rovi de

..!'.'/,i3'ffi5:19'lr"rHf#"#:.,3'J3ittH#,tt::,i:Tlhf Ti?l':,:3i;ffi'*: ii Bllif.l"#ll if ,:ff1,;tn ;fff'##:'fi*h frkTJia wonran, should be appointed.
rne probatron service provided for juvenile courts should beadapted- to the form. of organiraliq" ;f the court hearing chirdren,scases. ff a special

shourd. be an integr"i;:T""i',i:':# f:?:ide.d, 
the proba"tion officers

:::*- ti," iu, ii.n8''l, 01. ro r a p po i n t,,." fl 1"'i ?ri""111 S, if$-"",ii J i:ctesrgnated' the organizarion o-f-the probation r"""i.u *-o"Ta;.p;"eupon the number of children 
"pf""i"i"e,ugi;;;A;-;dril'hl,rr, itthe court has countv- *i d. j u"i.diJti""^ -fi a r."";; ;;ti, ; ilail'ium oerof children's cases." it.*o,1ta-p"orili;-il necessary to combine theprobation work and 

"th;r:;;r{};;;irai"" rn rhe county. An alrer-
:^{lf to this.plan woutd. *l;;r;;'il a separate probation officeservrng several countles.

5' children should not be d4ained in ja's or porice stations andbail shoutd nor be "uqor""a...if,"^"l."tid" "il..iioi;,-JLi'ril *itn
:*"*T:1".r^ 

jurisdiction 6r'e" utt aiigr""."lder 18 years of ag^e rvourclenmlnare one c&use 
"{,il]-g 

present situation 
""g""d"*s .r."ij aii*tio"_ihe bindine over of c

"ri6."f ."=,;;;^Jih,1'Jtfi "hiif 
,f$:J1.;;,:r"1|."".:i;lxr.1;1

children needins h"t"ntlon,-slioJiJ-uJ r3" of the responsibiiities ofthe^jrrenite probation ofli";il1;;[d1."#toay a'l chi]^dren shoulcr beplaced on arrest.
6' rtinerant mentar-hygiene .crinics that wourcl assist the cou*s

:alid -oftgr aggrrcies-thro"!fio"itriu Btii" i" .todying chiidren preserrtr_tng conduct difrcurties oimentaily d;i;.riru *6"ri u"- 
"t 

gr.ii'ruruu

by

I

Provided the Maternal and Child Health Library, Georgetown University



90 JUVENILE DELINQUENCY IN TIAINE

in ]Iaine. (Several States. including Nlinnesot?.. New Jersey.. Penn-
sylvania, Rhode Island, and Virginia. are providing such services.)

?. The upper ase iimits for admission to the State school for boys
and tlie stut^e schJol for girls should be raised so that any child uncler
the age of 18 years neecTing the care that can be provicled by these
schools can be committed to them.

8. Adequate provjsion shorrld be macle for the supervision. of chil-

a,." rru.Jr.a r-.n the state schools. Assistance in-supervising chil '

dren 
^paroled 

thr,oughout the State might be given by Pt'obatton
officers.

9. The development of foster homes equipped to deal with prob-

Iem chi ldren which might  be used as an a l ternat tve to Inst l tu t lonal

"ut. 
iooula nrovide muEh-needed facilities for the care o{ delinquent

"ti i tar.". 
if t l , ir work is undertaken by the State departntent

oT o"Uii" wel{are persons specially equipped to supervise such

homies should be addecl to the stafi of the department'

10. The development of a w_ell-considered .prograrn of prevention

ol-alti"q"uncy is^ needed in Maine. The scliools are the most irn-

portant ig""cy in such a plan, aS truan-c\' enters as a maior factor

irrto ttu Eelidquenci-;f dhiidil of sch"ool age. Throughout the'Si;i.";"";';;i;h;;iJ 
t1touia be placecl on seliooi attendrnc;' rn the

IiU", *.it-fi$"d; full-time att'endance offi.cers should be provided,
u"al"  t f i .  rural  distr icts probat ion off icers should be cal led upgn to

ao .on.itu"tive work with habitual truants. As _part of the.attend-
&nce program. a car.eful check of attendance with the school census
,f.r.rf[^L?^-"he i" all communities. $pecia.l cl.a;'qs for retarded

"irira*" 
t"J lri.iting teachers tq _w-o1k with children exhibiting

""^rJ".taimculties 
sh-ould be provided in all the larger cities.

The need of greater developmen-t -of organrzed,recreatronr -espe-

"iufiu 
i"-"u"ul d-istricts, was voiced by -u-ny of the persons inter-

riew"ed. CIub work especially for boys had been developecl.rn some

""i,.tir""iti""- 
Such w6rk sh6uld be 6xtended throughout the Stats

fior both boys and girls.

I
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