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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

UNrrpo Srerrs DnpenrunNr or Laeon,
Crrrr,onnxts Bunnau,' Wasluington, Julu 22, 1928.

Srn: Thele is transmitted herewith the report of a study of the
care of children of illegitimate birth whoie mothers have been
enabled to keep the custo-dy of their children. So little case recolcl
rnat_erial. showi^ng concrete ioethods of social provision of this sort is
available, that it is believed these case historles will prove useful to
agencjes clealing with the problems of illegitimacy #rd to training
schools.'Ihe studv was made bv A. Madorah Donahue. formellv a member
of the stafrbf the social-service division of the birreau. r-ho has rvrit-
ten_the report. Assistance on the report was giveir by llary E.
Milburn, also of the social-service diviiion. Theiase hislories rrp<.rn
rrhich the report is based were prepared under }fiss Donahire,s
supervision by stafi members of instititions and ageneies, to rrhich
the bureau is indebted for helpful cooperation

Respectfully submitted.
Gnacn Arnorr, |hief .

Ifon. Jluns J. DEvrs,
Eecretary of Labor.
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CHILDREN OF ILLEGITIMATE BIRTH WHOSE
MOTHERS HAVE KEPT THEIR CUSTODY

INTRODUCTION

THE PROBLEM AND IVIETHODS OF MEETING IT

Lintil recentlS' social agencies ancl institutions in this country cat-
inE for unanarried mothels durins the first months of the child's
life have followecl one of trvo general plans for practically ali the
children born out of lvedlock for whom they have assumed responsi-
bility-either the child has been pernrtrnentlv separatecl from the
mother verv soon after his birth. or the mother has been required to
keep him fbr a definite peliod of t ime. nursing him if possible. AI-
though the experience of social workers who have observed these two
plans in operation over long periods of t ime must necessarilv be of
service in pointing the lray to others, little has been done to make
avai lable the lesul ts  of  thei l  exper ien, 'e .

It is clifficult to follorr the records of any considerable number of
children rvho have been separatecl from their mothers in early in-
fancy, but stuclies of infant rnortality lates tell the tragic story of the
uneven ehanee for life itself tliat babies born out of rvedlock have in
contrast rvith those born in n-edlock. A number of instances are
founcl of suitable placements in foster homes. rvhere the child:s inter-
csts har-e been piotected. Instances are found. too, of unsuitable
placements thai hare rvolked much injury t<i heipless chilclren.
Adoption la'rvs in rnost States fail to safegnarcl er-en those children
n'lto are accepted br foster parents l'ith full legal lesponsibility.l
It has been possible to obtain recorils of children whose custody has
been letained bv their mothers. because certain institutions and
agencies t l ra t  adi 'ocate the p lan of  keeping chi ldren of  i l leg i l imate
birth rritli their mothers ancl that have insisted on it in rnanv cases.
har.e kept in touch'with the children thus provided for and have been
able to iupplv infolmation as to its resulti.

Study of  the or ig in of  inst i t r r t ions and agencies render ing serv ice
to the r rnnrarr ied mot l rer  leveals reasdns fo i  the develonment  of  the
tu'o.distinct types of policies. Practicalh rrl l  except. thbse of recent
origin rrere established rvith one of trro moti'r'es: The spiritual recla-
mation of rvomen rvlio were immoral or the protection oJ rvomen rrho
sought to conceal their mater.nitl. lfanr- of the latter. type rvere
commelcial institutions operatecl ior. profil. 'Ihat the chilcl^may be
a factor in holding the nrother to the path of rectitude is obvibus;

- 
l.Adoption.La$'s in tle United States; a summary of the development of aaloption legis-

latlon and signifcant fetrtures of adoption statutes, with the text of seiecte-d laws,-bv
Emelyn froster Peck. U. S. Children's Rureau Publication No. 148. Washington, 192d, 

"

1
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CITILDREN O}' ILI,EGITI]VIATE BIRTIT

hence the institutions and agencies lvhose primary motive u'as moral
rehabilitation usually tried to influence all the unmarried mothers
with whom they deait to keep their babies. That the acceptance of
the baby by the institution or agency is an important means of safe-
guarding the mother from public knorrlerlge of her motherhood js
eqtrallv cleari so the institutions and agencies that rvere concelned
ciieny with protecting the mother:s p"rivac5- usually developctl a
pol icy of aecept ing babies {rom rrnmnrr ied mothers at bir th ol ' \ 'e lv
ioon ihereaftei.'

There is now manifest a tendencv on the part of a considerahle
number of institutions and agencies"in both groups to modify their
policies; and practically all those established in recent years. except
the purely commercial ones. have had as their primary motive the
protection of the child. This purpose has been shown in their efiorts
to assist the mother to adjust herself in the communit5', this adjust-
ment including the assumption o{ responsibility for the child's wel-
fare by his parents and their relatives.

The change in the policies of institutions ancl agencies rnav be
ascribed to s'everal cous-es. the first of which^ it seems*safe to asslme,
has been a realization of the high rate of infant mortalitv amons
babies separated from their mothers at a verv earlv aEe. A seconci
cause haibeen the a'rvakening of the public conscienc"e as'to its respon-
sibilitv for safecuardins the unrnai'riecl mother as a result of the
publication of falcts in re-gard to certain types of cornmercial instiirr-
tions and agencies operated ostensiblv to render assistance to unmal-
riecl motheis brrt in realitv concluctbd as profitable business enter-
prises.3 A third factor his been the dembnstration by social case
work that individualized treatment usriallv results in nlacinE the
responsibility for the child's care on his pai'ents and oth6r relaTives.

Modern study of child psyeholosv is developinq an appreciation of
tbe influences Erousht tobear on'the child bv ceitain eivironmental
{actors. Do chitdre'n left in institutions or placed in foster homes rvith-
out information as to their families remaii satisfied ? Do they accept
the stories in'r'ented not so much to insnre their ueace of mind as to
accommodate their relatives and their foster families ? Are the-.e
childlen subiect to doubts and fears as to their parentage ? \\4rat
of the issues created in association with other children-in school,
at play, in manl' other contacts ? Are ac{opted children who have
been reared to believe that their {oster parents are their own parents
really deceived. or does.the knonleclge of their true status ultimately
leach them ? When it does. v;hat is the effect on the chilcl of this
knorvledge ? What is the attitude of the chilcl who faces, n'ith his
mother, the problems that fnanli recognition of the situation m&r'
brins. ind what of the child who rem-ains with his mother or hei
relatives, although an attempt is made. through some subterfuge,
to conceal the real situation?- These are some of tne questions that
social workers and others har.'e been asking. This report does not
ansrver these questions, but light is thro'wn"on some of theni by the
histories upon which the studv is based.

, A Stualy of tr{aternity Flomes in Minnesota and Pennsylvania. U. S, Children's Bureau
Publication No. 167. Washington, 1926.g Tbe Welfarb of Children of I l l i lgit imate Birth in Baltimore as affected by a Ma_rylan_al
law of 1916 governing the separati i in from tl leif rnothers of children under 6 months old.
Part I. I lortality trmbng infants born out of \redlock in 1915 and 1921, by Rena Bosen'
b€rg. Part IL Etrect of the law on the policies anal work of qocial ageucies-,^ly A.
]tadorah Donahue. ti. S. Children's Bureau-Publication No. 144. f i 'ashington, 1925.
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WHOSE MOTITERS TAYE KEPT TIIEIR, CI]STODY 3

The child born out of n'edlock is entitled to the same ooportunitv
as any other child. But the child born out of wedlock belones tb
a group of children in whose interest special effort mqst be exerted
if ther:are to have this opportunitl '.

fn iecent years desire tb'rlrovide'necessarv nrotection for children
handicapped by illegitimate- birth has found &pression in two types
o.f .legislaiion:"-(1) Enactment of laws cleclaring lt to be the respon-
sibi i i ty of  t l re father to furnish the chi ld wit l i the necessarv main-
tenance and support ancl providing improved legal procedure for
the enforcement of this resfonsibilit:y; aria 1Z; enictm6nt of larvs or
folmulation of policies bv public depirtmeritd, rvhich have for their.
object keeping mothers and babies together during part. at least. of
the nursing period.

The Minnesota childrents laws that 'nere enacted in 191? contain
{ar-reaching provisions for the protection of the child born out of
rvedlock. Thi law providing for establishment of paternii\- srares
that its purpose a is-to safeg"uard the interests of children born out
of wedlock and to secure for them the nearest possible approxima-
tion to the care, support. and education that thev rvould be entitled
to receive if born of lawful marriage. This law stands in strons
contrast to the laws in some other States, which have as their pui-
irose the lrotection of the State or county against the child's be&m-
ing a public charge.

l{inimum standards'for the protection of children born out of
wedlock n'ere adopted in 1919 bv-the child-welfare conferences called
by the United States Children's Bureau.s As a result of reEional
conferences called the following year to consider standards of-legal
protection for children born ouloi wedlock, the National Conterence
of Commissioners on LTniform State Laws was requested to take this
subject under consideration. After two vears of work bv a com-
mittee of the conference a uniform illesitiinacv act was apiroved in
1922 and was recommended to the Stites foi adoption.^'This act
places the responsibilitv for supl>ort and maintenanee of the child
irpon both paients. maLes the faiher liable for the expenses of the
rnother's l)regnancy and confinement, and makes the bbligation of
the father enforceable against his estate. The provisions oT this act
were-adop_ted substantially by North Dakota, S6uth Dakota, Nevada,
and NeN'Mexico in 1923, and by Iowa in 1925.

The first of the legal provisions for keeping mothers and babies
togetherrvas the Mgr5'land law of 1916 t6at "prohibits the separa-
tion of a child voungei than 6 months from his'mother except rinder
specified conditions. fn 1917 North Carolina passed a similar law;
South Carolina in 1923 Dassed a law applicabie onlv to counties of
90,000 to 100.000 inhabitants, prohibitii! rernoval oi a child under
6 months of age from his nroiher for the purpose of placing in a
foster home without written consent of cert-er,inbfficials.^and ii tSZ+
passed o lqy requiring that persons. agepcies, or organizations re-
inoving a child under 6 montlis of aEe fiom hii mothei report to the
child-placing bureau of the State bo-ard of public rvelfare'the names

-..{iqn., Laws of 1917, ch. 210, sec. 8221 (d\, as amended. by act of Apr, 23, 1921, Lav.r
o f  1921.  ch .  489.

6Min imum Standards  fo r  Ch i ld  l i l ' e l fa re . \dopted  by  tbe  TYash iDcton  and Res iona l  Con-
fe tenees on  Ch i ld  Wel fa re .  1919,  p .  13 .  U.  

-S .  
Ch i ld ren 's  Buredu pub l icau6n No.  62 ,

WashlDgton, 1920.
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CHILDREN OF ILLEGITI}IATE BIRTII

and acldresses of those takins the chilcl and of the parents of the
, ' l r ik l  l th is requirerrrent does n1t apply i f  t l re chi ld is i<nonn to have
been birrn in ri,-edlock). The Nortli^Oat otu lalvs of 1923 also contain
rr recognition bf the Siate's responsibilitv for safeguariling the chilcl.u

fn some localities haying no lesislative Dror.ision of this l<ind.
public agencies concerned riith the-care of unmarried mothers have
adopted regulations intended to prevent separation of mothers and
babies during the first months of the children's lives. The Minne-
sota State Boarcl of Control and the State Boarrl of Heaith in 1-918
formuiated a policy by which maternity homes and hospitals are
required to usde.i'eiv pbssible means to irlsure breast feedirig for the
babies in their care.'' Through this policy babies of illEgitimate
bilth ale practically assured of three monthst nursing bv their
mothers. An esample of the efforts of a municipality"to protect
infants of illegitimaie birth is found in the regulatidns oi the depart-
ment of health of the city of l\Iihvaukee. This departrnent in 1919
inaugurated a program for keeping mothers ancl babies together
cluring a three-month nursing period.s

The results of these laws and. policies har-e been to increase the
baby's chances of being breast fed and of being kept bv his mother
after the period required has passed; and this assumption of responsi-
bility bv the child's mother has often lecl to the sharing of it bv the
fath"er irnd bv other relatives.

But in -o.t plaees there are no laws nor official regulations fol
pleventing the early separation of mother and baby. Plans hal'e
been dereloped, however. in a number of communities by n'hich
agencies and institutions have decicled upon policies that insure the
child protection and in many instances make possible his permanent
care bv his relatives. In the course of this studv several cities were
visited'in which such definite policies for the prbtection and care of
children born out, of n'edlock were in effect or in process of develop-
ment by social orsanizations. 'In Cleveland. Cincinnati, Detroit,
Kansas"Citv. and St. Louis various institrtions and asencies lvere
cooperating in rvorking out plans to stanclardize the servicus lendered
to mothers and their children ancl to minimize duplication of rvork.
These plans had been influenced considerablv by 

-local 
illesitimacv

confere-nces alfiliatecl with the fnter-City Conf-erence on lllegitimacy.n

PURPOSE AND METHOD OF STUDY

'Ihis studv. which is based on an analvsi-s of the histolies of chil-
dren of illegilimate birth who ha'r-e remainecl in the custodv of their
mothers or'.other relatives, rvas undertaken bv the Linitld States

0 t r I d . ,  a c t  o f  A p r . 1 1 . 1 9 1 6 ,  c h . 2 1 0 ,  L r s ' s  o f  1 9 1 6 .  p . 4 1 6  ( B a g b y ' s  A n n o t a t e d  C o d e
1924.  a r t .  27 ,  sccs .  535-539,  pp .  1135-1136)  i  N .  C. .  ac t  o f  Feb.  26 .  1917,  ch .  59 ,  Pub l ic
I . a w s  o f  1 9 1 7 ,  p .  l l 3  ( C o n s o l i d a t p d  S t a t . .  1 9 1 C ,  c l r .  8 2 .  s c e .  4 4 4 ; ,  p .  I 8 1 4 ) :  S .  C . ,  a c t  o f
] Ia r .  25 ,  1924,  No.  7 : . i8 ,  sec .  7 ,  Ac ts  a t rd  Jo io t  Reso lur ionu o f  132, { ,  p .  I191 ;  } * .  Dak . ,  ac t  o f
] l n r .  2 .  1 9 2 3 .  c b .  1 5 2 .  I a w s  o f  l 9 : 3 ,  D .  I { 1 .

? Reiort of the []I innesotal Children's Bureau, State Board of Control IJan. 1-Oct. 31,
19181,  p .  10 .  S t .  Pau l ,  1918.

8 Il legitimacy as a Chlld-Welfare Problem, Prrt 3. p. 100. U. S. Children's Bureau Pub-
lication No. 128. \1'ashinctoD. 1924.

e'Ihe Inter-City Conferenc| on Il legitimac] was established in 191i] during the meeting
of the National Conference of Social Work in Baltimore. Its nembership comprises social
lvorkcrs and others dealing s'ith the problom of i l legitimacy. 'I ire purpose of the confer-
enco is the advancement of standards of case 'work tr ' i th unmarried mother-q. It DrovideB
a coopelative exchange of information bl'correspoDdenee and througlr the bulletin of the
Cl r i l , t  \ \ ' e l la re  l .eague o [  . \mcr ica .

Provided by the Maternal and Child Health Library, Georgetown University



WfIOSE }IOTITEBS ITAVE KEPT THEIR CUSTODY 5

L'hilch'e.n's Bureau in lesponse to the request of a number of sociai
agencies and instiiutions dealing with unmarried mothers and their:
children. Its purpose n'as to ascertain the advantages and disad-
r-antages of carrying out the plan of keeping these chilclren in the
custodv of their inoihers.

In siriecting the cases fol str,Lclv only those children sere incluclecl
rvho rvere 'w'bll establishecl in their tomrnunities. maintainine the
usual relationships that constitute the chilcl's world. such as those in
sclrool.  chrrrclr .  and Sunday school.  The retent ion of the chi ld 's legal
custodv by the mother rather than the provision of actual physical
care or support bv the mother constituted one of the conditions of
inclusion. 

^ 
lto ctritA was included unless he rvas 8 vears of age or.

oyer. fn fact. many of them had reached manhood ind n'omarihood
l'hen the histories wele rvritten. in 1925. It is reasonable to supllose
that jn almost al l .  i f  not al l .  cases the plans for the chi ld 's cat.e i t rar-
be cleemecl to have covered a sufficiently long period of time to
wana_nt judgment of the l'isclom of the child-'s being kept in tlie
custodp' of his mother.

fn obtaining the rnaterial for this report a numbel of cities r-er.e
visited. Conferences were held with the directors of institutions ancl
agencies; case records \vere rcad to determine the r.alue of the niatt'-
rial available; and arrangements were made for rvolkers in each city
to n'r ' i te histor ies of the.cases. The number of chi ldr"n of i l teuir i -
rna,te birth fulfllling the age requirements r-ho had remained in the
custodl of their mother. ai,l about whom the eoopelating organiza-
tions coulcl give sulficient definite information to 6e of 

"il.rn-in 
thj.

studv_ rvas 253.'0 Two hundred and fortv-one mother.s were lellr.e-
sented bv these 253 children.'l The liistbries were supplied Ai ZZ
gtganiza' t ions in 11^ ci t ies: _Washington. Balt imore. i l i r i laclelphi ,r .
New York. Boston. Cleveland, Cincinnati. St. Louis. Dallas. Kdnsas
City (llo.), and Dbtroit.

Reports of the Lrnited States Children:s Bureau have treatecl't'arious aspects of illegitirnacy as a comrnunity problem.', its bearing

10 In selec.ti_ng tbc _case historie,s for the study three cascs l 'erg rejectetl because in each
{ rnc  tJ le  r ' l l i l d  was  bor r  in  ss l lock .  though b is  L }o t l re r  $as  unr i ra r r ied  and pr .ogr rdn l
\rhen shc came into the care of the orgaiization that suppljed the bistor_v. ft i i  tne
status of the parellts at the tlme of rhe child's birth, not of his conceptiori. that deter-
mines legitimaclr. !! 411 States of the l-nion irtermirriage ot tbe prrents af any ti lne
prior to the child's birth makes the issue of lesit imate birth.l lE leven o f  the  no thers  had more  tban l  ah i ld  cons idered in  the  s tudy .10  mothers
had 2 childrel, aild 1 rnother had 3 children. seven of those *'ho hacl- trvo children
llad hrrd thent lr.y differcnt,frthers. 'I 'he other tltree $'ho had two chiklrur l irrd-hrrrl them
l_ro tn  l ry  l J rn  s i lme l r ther .  I -ho  rno ther  w i th  th ree  ch i ia l ren  had had them r l l  b ] ' the  s i rhe
father.

1: I l legitirrracS'as a Child-\Yelfare IJroblem-Part 1. A Brief Treatlnent of the Prev:rlence
and Significanee of Birtb Out of \\ 'edlocli, the Child's Status. antl thc State's Responsibil i t] '
for ^cnre__and .Protpction, witi bibtiograDhical material (publication No. 66, $'ishingtor;,
1-920).; I i le_gil inracJ'as a Child-Welfaie Problem-Part 2: A Study of Origirial Recoriis ir i
the_City,.of Bostou and in tire State of trIassachusetts (Publication No. ?d, lYashington,
19:11); rl legitimacy as a child-\Yeuare Problem-Part 3. Methods of care in scl6cteci
Urban nnd Rura l  Communi t ies  (Pub l ica t ion  No.  128,  Wash ing ton ,  1924)  ;  I l l eg i t imacy
Laws ofthe United States and Certain troreign Countries (puutii l i t ioit Xo. +2, Wadtrinstod.
1919)  :  .  S taLards  o f  Lega l  Pro tcc t ion  fo r  Ch i ld ren  Boru  Out  o f  \ \ ' cd loek ;  a  r .cpo i t  o f
Legional conferenres hpld uudcr the auspices of the ti. S. Children's Bureau d.nd the Inter-
Cit-v Conferencs on Ilkrgit imacl. (Irublication No. 77, Washinston. 1921,: Infant IIor-
l r l i l y - R c s u l r s  o f  r r  F i , , l d . S i l r { l J  i n  B r l r i m o r e ,  l \ t a r y i a n d .  L a s p d  o n  b i r t h s  i n  o n o  l . e a r(Publication No. 110. Washington, l9?3) ; The lvelfafe of Infants of I i lesit imate Birth in
Baltimoro as affectcd by a IULrryland law of 1916, governing the st-parr"rtion from their
mothers of chiidren under 6 months old-Part I. I lortality among Infants Born Out of
Il 'edlock in 1915 and 1921-Part IL Effect of the Law on the Policies and Work of Social
.Agene ies  (Pub l ica t ion  No.  144.  Wasb ing ton ,  1925) ;  A  Srudy  o f  t r Ia te rn i ty  l lomcs in  Min-
Deso la  and Penns] ' l v f in ia  (Pub l ics t lon  No.167,  \ \ -asb ingron,  1926)  i  Ana lvs is  and. fabu la r
Su^m^mar I .  o f  S ta te  Laws Re ln t ing  io  t l leg i t imaey ln  the  Un i ted  Sra tcs  in  ; f fec t  January  1 ,
IC28,  and tho  le \ t  o f  se ioc tcd  hs 's  (Cha i t  No.  16 ,  in  p ress .1 .
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CEILDBEN OF II,LEGITIMATE BIRT]I

on infant nrortality and on child dependencv and neglect, public
responsibilitv for care of children bor^n out oi rvedlockl- and 

-stand-

ards ancl existing provision for legal protection. Inquiries have also
been made bv the bureau into the methods and standards of tvnical
ins'titutions irncl agencies rendering serr-ice to unmalried mbihers
and theil childlen. It rvas, therefore. decided that in this study datri
coneernins aseneies and institutions sliould be obtained onlv on
poiicies tliat influence the practicability of plans designed to inake
it possible for unmarried rnothers to'retain the custody of tlieir chil-
dren. The future opportunity of a child born out o{' s'etllock is
afrected materiallv by the policies of the organization assisting his
mother-the thorbughness iith which the oiganization investiEates
the conditions lnd problems that affect the lrlacement of the rnotlrer'
and child. the attitude of the organization ton-alcl keeping babies
with their mothers and toward th-e rnothers' assurning the s-iatus of
iegitimate mothers, its provision of material relief when needed. its
eff:orts to fix pateriral r^esponsibility, and its lvillingness to continue
assistance beyond the period of actnal cale. Informatiorr on all
these points ivas collected from the cooperating agencies on schedule
forms'prepared b1' the Children's Bureau.

An outline for case histories was prepared also, antl the rvolkers
coopelating n'ere asked to follow it in writing the histories. This
ontline pror-idecl for data on the following points: The personal
historv and the character of the child's father and mother. the chrono-
losicai historv of the case. the status of the child at the'time of the
lait information obtained, the outlook for the child, the attitucle of
his mother and other relitives toward their orvn course in having
accepted the child and assumed responsibility for him, and aiso thi
efTect on the child of the krrowledge of his illegitimate bilth if he rvas
aware of it. (See p. 103.)
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POLICIES OF ORGANIZATIONS THAT
COOPERATED IN STT]DY

As tl ie olganizations_proliding the histories were selected, in the
mainr because t-he;-_ harl- a moclein a-pproach to their probleils ancl
u'ere therefore lilrely to render to tde^ir clients better'than a.r:erag;
service, thev.can liardly be trken as representative of the orclinaFv
agency x'o'king for tlie unnarried mofher and ]ier child. The 2?
organizat ions inc luder l  l4  nratern i ty  homes,  6 chi l t l lcn 's  agencies,
I  r tgenev le l rder ing specia l  ass is tance and p lotect ive care t6 g i r ls .
.[. agencv cloing farnil; '- l 'elfare rvork and child-rre]frle rvork. 2'nub-
lrc dePartments_dolng family-werfare and relief worl< (both uirder
the same state dlpartment),"and 3 juvenile courts. rn iece"t vea"s
hospi ta ls .  ihrough- t l re i r  soci r l -serv ice departments.  hr ie  bnen i .1er-
rrng unmarried motlrels to social agencies during pregllrncy, n-hen-
evel possible, to- insrrle proper prov:ision for the"nr^in""us" [hey .a.,
notts-o bacli-to_their orrn people^after the birth of the chiicl. Cif Ure
mothers includ_ed.in this slud] ?e per cent came into the care of tlie
organizations.during pregnaniy orbefore their babies were 2 yuur" oi
pge. About half oT 1he coop"erating organizations wer,e mi,ternitv
honres. A numbel of the mothers ii tni maternitv homes hu.l ;;:
terecl the homes after their confinegrent in a hospital. coming to itre
Itr 'tnes dile_ctl l f lonr the hospitrrl. In most of rhe crses in *Ei.t1 it.,u
child rvas 2 vea.s of age o.b';er when he came to the knowledse;i
the olganization, the moiher ol her relatives had nppliecl for b[or,l-
tng-honre care or institutional care. The childreri of unrnarriecl
mothers hacl come to the knowledge of the juvenile courts tirroueli
sonte specia l  c i rc t tmstances other  than the mere . [act  of  i l ]es i t inra&.
In some instances the children were heglectecl. depen{ent. 

-o1 
4eli i-

qrent; some of ihese child.en were as oild as iJ o:hen the5'came lo
the attention of the court. The cases included from one ".iiy 

ib.--
tr'oit) had become known to the court because of the rnothers;"appli
cation for assistance under the mothers, aid law.

INVESTIGATIONS

,. Tn'entl'-six of the twenty-seven organizations macle some investiga-
tlons for the purpose of obtaining information that n'olld be of vaTue
in assisting the mother to make'plans for- herself o"d he" chitd; ;;J
one-it matetnity home-acqrtired only such facts as were necessarv for
its reeords ftom- contitct rvifh the giri's relatives antl flien.ls-;liri'i"t
fler s^t3f in the insritrrtion. Trre raige majority of trie Gu".i.. (lii;?
the 27) _used casc-wrrk r'etlrods of investiqation. .nit s-oti ,rr"-
tertttly homes-linrited their in.vestigation- t"o faets r.elatecl by the
mother herself and those contr.ibuteE bv her visitors urra el6oredfrom her correspo'dence. ob'iously thetcope of such iniesti?;i;;;
depended lalgell. on the pelsonalitf and att'itud" of th" l;"rR;;, i;

7
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5 CITILDREN OF ILI,EGITIN'I,\TE BIRTTT

contact with the rrrothers. I,-our of the eight lruternitv hornes leported
that some of the girls rvere received from social ngencies making
investigations. One of these institutions liept no records, considering
that they constituted a breach of conficlence.

KEEPING MOTHERS AND BABIES TOGETHER

PLANS

The erperience of social workers. phvsiciirus. and othels in contact
with unm-arried rnothers shows that^care trf the babv bv his mothel
during the earlt- nonths of infancv usuallv results ili ttri assumption
of resironsibilit.v for his perman"it 

"ot. 
by his mother or bv ither'

relatives. All except one of the organizations cooperating in this
study had a definite policl- of fixing the pernranent lesponsibilitl- for
the care of the child upon the mother rrhener-el possible. ancl thev
tried also to derelop resoulces for the chilcl rvith his relatives. Ihe
majority of the maternity l iomes ancl other olganizations gir. irrg rrs-
sistance to unrnalried mothers during the first rnonths of the infant's
Iife required breast feeding fol a specified periocll the others requirecl
it to whatever extent seemed practicable, but dicl not specify any par-
ticular period of time. The one maternitS,- irome that rnade no definite
effort to influence the mother's decision as to lieeping her chilil re-
ported that two-thirds o{ the 75 mothers caled for by the institutioir
during the year preceding that of the study took their babies with
them when thev left the institution.

In one citv"tu'o naternity homes requiretl a rninirnum period
of sir rveeks of bleast feedin!, ancl in thd sarne city an agenc^y that
acceptecl chilclren for boarcling-home care rvould not accept babies
under 6 lr'eeks of nge. Thus the child-caring agency. by this require-
ment, had assisted in putting into practice this health-conservation
measrlre. influencing the policies of the t'wo maternitv homes and
probabll- helping to save the lives of many infants. In another
city it rvas fonn,l that most agencies and institutions required six
uronths' residence of the mother n'ith the child. This l-as due" doubt-
less, to a State larv that controls earlier separlt ions of bnbies frotn
their mothers.'

One hunclrecl ancl nine of the 191 mothers n'ith cliildlen under 2
rears of age at the time of application to the agency had cleallv
conceilecl plan-s iir regard to keeping their children. aucl onl.r' 8 of
thern rt'anterl to gi'r-e the chilclren up. 'Ihe rna'iolity of these 109
mothers nlannecl to care for their babies personallv. but in ort-ler to
nrake thiis 1-rossible many of them neerlecl^financiai lelief or l ielp in
finding emplovmeirt. A fen mothers hatl plannecl to place their
chilclren in relatives' homes or in boalcling hotnes. Apparently, with.
a ferv erceptions. the mother's decision to keep the child wrls not
influenced 

-bv 
the orsanization. ]Ianv of the rrrothels rvho came

into the cale of the alencies and institritions during pregnancy ryele
cleterminecl to keep their babies. ancl so explessed. themselr-es, even
before the babies l-ele born: manv of thern s'ere rvil l ing to make
srcr i f ices for  t l i is  p l t rpose.  In  some cases the p l rn of  t l re  r i ro ther  u 'us
to provide for lier baby ternporarilv irr the hope that a relative r-oul,-i

! ]1d . .  La$ 's  o f  1916,  ch .  219,  pp .  "116- '418.
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\1'HOSE I,IOTHERS IT.\YE KEPT THEIR CUSTODY 9

become iuterested ancl later take the chilcl into her home: in oilrers
the mother l'as unable to rneet the financial burden of supporting.
her child ancl asked help in order that she might retain his^custodjr

The fact  that  t i re  t iJ  mothels rvho apparent lv  had no n lan lor  thei r .
babies and the I rnothers who lrlannbd to give them up kept thern
ultimatelv was. in all Probabilit!. clue to the-influence of^the ivolkels
who cleait l-ith the cases.

]IIETHODS

Although not all rrnrnarriecl mothers l'ho conre to social agencies
and institutions for care are in neecl of material assistan"ce the
majority of then are not able unaicled to pay the expenses entailed b1-
tlrerr pregnancl and confinement anil to provide for themselr-es anil
their babies. Recorcls of rnaternitv home-s usually shon' a consider.-
able proportion of cases in *'hicli the mother of h.t relatives pav
none of tlie cost of the rnaternity care given by the home. ot <r^nli
part of it. As most maternitv homes rlcprire mothers to worlr in
the iristitutions it is fair to assurne that niost rnother.s ear.n at least
part of theil rvav. The neecl {or nrater"ial assistance. ho'we'er. is clear
frotn the relv frct that so many \yomen seek shelter in rnaternitr-
homes: if thev had aclequatn meair. nrnnv of them could fi".1 r".ihoai.
of adjusting-tl ieir own problems. nterr"if their plat..r-eie not in
accordance 

-ivith 
,quch soirncl social principles as'rvoulcl insure ade-

quate protect ion fo l  the chi l r l rerr .  
-

fn the course of this stuclv rvorkers in the institutions and agencies
commentecl frequentll on the neecl in their communities tor- ni"ir"iut
resources to rneet the actual neecls of the rnothers ancl their childlen
af ter  the l ret io t l  o f  care bv matern i t . l '  homes.  Thorrgh some assis lance
rvas I 'endet 'ed by these organizat ions themselres t l re i l  contr i l r r r t ion i r r
many cases was felt by their otr-n rror.kers to be inatlequate. Lrsuallv
th is  contr ibut ion took t l re  fo lnr  of  g iv ing the nror l rer .?r  s tar t  b1.pro-
viding her rvith necessarv clothing: for'herself ancl her babriri,hen
she left the institution to go to rvork. Ar.rangements fol temporalv
cale of  the baby ' tve ' re nrar le a lso in  some inst lnces.

. .f" tP of !h.e 27 organilations stYdie4. the staff undertook responsi-
bility for giving or developing such relief. fn se.r'eral of thesel hon'-
ever, relief was-limitecl to accepting the chilcl for care free of charge
or at a rate of board that the mother could pav. The agencies and
institutions that n'ere able to meet the relief prdblem adeq-irately rep-
resented onlv a small proportion of the nuniber stuclied.' E;gilt o'r-
ganizations'did not give anv relief but referred cases to- relief
agencres.-From 

one uraternity home the onlv inforrnation on this point was
the statement of tlie luperinte_ndent-that all the mothers discliargecl
either rvent to relatives rvith their babies or took emploTment wlrtele
thev coulcl provide for the babies. This n'orl<er abpeared not to
appreciate the possibil i tv t l iat the status of the mother and chiid
might change at some later t ime.

('ertain rnethocls of assistance used by some of the organizations
indicatecl a real alrpreciation of the problem that the mo-ther ro""."
in adjusting ltu":ql{ in her. communiti'. Four maternity homes hacl
rlepartments of chikl care in 'n-hich for certain periods of iime mothers
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coulcl boarcl their babies. Other homes made arrangenents rvith
child-carine institutions for this service. Usuallv these maternity
homes and"child-carins institutions were rvilling to care for the babies
at  a rate that  the -o ihets r tere able to pay.  even t l tougl r  i t  d id not
meet the entire cost. Instances were noted ih rvhicli babies r\'ele cared
forwithout any charge when the mother appeared-to.be unable to
n l v  anv th ins . ' some  o f  t he  i ns t i t u t i ons  enco r t raged  the  tno the r  t o
i . t t ln  ior  ars i " tancer  ncccpt i l tg  both l l re  nrother*ant l  t l re  chi ld  re-
peatedly n 'hen t l re  mot l ref  n 'as 'out  of  emplo l ' rnent  o l  in ,pgqi  I real th,
6r  {or  some olhe|  l 'eason.$.as rurable ro miet  hcr  f inancia l  obl igat ions.

It is generally as-rumed that a mothel in-good health should be able
to sunn-olt herielf and one child. It is the experience, however, of
p*trohi u-olking rvith unmarr.iecl nothers that becalse of circittn-
i t an . . .  t l r a t  r u i l i t a te  aga ins t  t l r e i l  oppo r t r t n i t i es  t o  ob ta in  emp loyme t r t
a mother rvith a cliild of illegitimate 

-birth 
finds more difficnit;' in sup-

rrortins the child than a mother rvho has been mtrrriecl.'  
Besi 'des f ind inq i t  c l i f f ic l t t  to  obta in employnrent ,  the unmarr ie '1

ruother fintls it difficult to obtain relief, for 
-both 

private agencies and
nubi ic  deuartmetr ts  adminis ter ing . l : i ie f  a l )peal  tb  g ive p leference to
ihc ma, , r . ie . l  nrothel  over .  the unnrar . r inr l  one.  Aiso.  the unnrnrr ied
mo t l r e r  some t imes  hes i t a tes  t o  b l i ng  l r e l ' case  to  t l l e  a t t en t i on  o f  a
relief agencv because she does not rvish to disclose her tl'tie status.

At tFe piesent time public aid to children in their on.n hornes
( t t rnothelstpensionsI t  o i  ' (mothers:  a l lorvancest t l  is  pror- ided in 44
States, the District of Colunibia, Altsha. and Hawaii. '  The stat-
utes regulating the granting of this. aicl larf in tJleir provisions fol
sri lntin-g ait l to marrl ied and unmalrie,l rrornen. Thc lan's of 3 States
ipecifica"llv authorize aicl to lnmalried rnothels. -and in some other
Siates the larv nray be so interpreted. .{mong the statements con-
cernins relief for unmarried mothers made in the course of this stud;'
bv social l-orkers \\'ere seyeral that empliasized the irnpoltance of
uiiit.a efiort bv all persons concernecl fbr the 'welfare of the child
born out of wedlock. tio obtain for this sroup of children the full bene-
fit of mothers' assistance funds in all the States where such funds are
provided.^ 

The impoltanre o{ facil i t ies for f inancial assistance to mothers
attempting to provicle for children borr out of x-edlock li'as empha-
sizecl in the r6qional conferences on standards of legal protection
for children boin out of rvecllock held under the auspices 

'of the
Ilnited States Children's Bureau in 1920 in Chicago and Nel' York.
The resolutions of the Chicago conference includecl the foliowing:
; ' f  n  eases rv l tere therc is  inadeqtrute :uppurt  f rom t l ie  father  r re
recommend careful consideration as to iravs and means bl' ri'hich
the mother  of  a chi ld  born out  of  rvet l lock ml .1-re, 'e i r -s  ass is tance in
supporting her child from other sources.t' I'he lesolutrons of the
Xew YolE conference included the follot'ing: "The mother shoulcl
be persuaded by good case rvork to keep her child at least during the
noi"i.rg period'wltenet'er possible. \\'hen nece-qsarY. steps shoultl bc

2 A Tabular Sunmary of State Laws Relating
Homes in  E f fpc t  Janur ry  7 ,  1925,  rnd  thc  tex t
Ed i t ton .  U.  S .  Ch i ld ren  s  Bureau Cbar t  No.  l i .
graphed addenda to chart, 1928.)

to Public Aid to Children in 'Iheir Own
oi the la\ys of c€rtain States. ReYised

\1'asbington, 1925. (See aiso mimeo-
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taken to s€cule for mother and child the benefits of the so-called
mothers' nension acts.t' 3

No genierai svstem o{ acceptance of unmarried-mother cases for
lelief 6y privat"e family-rvelfare agencies l1'as found in any of the
cities vii i t-ed. The policl- of most oi these agencies upp.ur.d"to b" to
accept those cases in rrhich the mother '!vas one of a family group,
although the mother rvho was alone often presented a nlore urgent
problem. A tendencv toward centralizing the care of unmariied
inothers was observeci in several cities. oni result of .wliich r,r'as the
assumpt.ion by a specified agency of respunsil- ' i l i ty for ploviding lelief
in the^form ,lf boa.ding-home care foi children. 'Ih^is rvas ,r6t"d irt
Cincinnati, St. Louisf and Cleleland. Assistance in pro'r'iding
boarding-home care was especially cornmon in Boston. In severa.l
cities it was the policy of agencies to provide boarding homes tor the
mothers l'ith their iiriiate-n. aithouu^h tire rnore ,tsrr"ul plan \r:as to
place the children rvithout their motliers.

ATTITUDE TOWARD MOTHER'S ASSUMING STATUS OF
LEGITIMATE MOTHER

lluch has been said about the stisma that rests on the child bor.n
out of wedlock and on his mother. 

-By 
many persons an attitude of

discrimination against them is iustified as a necessarv means of safe-
guarding the inlerests of the l"egal family. This aititucle lias been
itated by Mrs. Ada E. Sheffield, fs follol-s:

The stigma rvhich rests upon the motller ancl the child is ilsepar:rbie from
society's respect for mcrrrogamy. As for this stigmd-just so long as it adds
to our self-restr)€ct to think of our own paretrts as having observed custom and
tlle moral law. just so long r,r'ill it be impossible for us to fcel an equal respect
for those persons rrhose misfortuue it is to have had parerrts s,Iro clid not
observe the moral law.'

Taking another point of lie'n' Prof. Ernst lrreund has said:
The view that the interesr of the child is the paramount interest to lvhich

all other considerations should yielcl is not only attractive but socially sound.
The vier'. on the other ir:rnd, that ilr the interest of the institution of mauiage
the fruit of illicit ::elations must be penalized and made odious is iirtrinsically
abhorrent. But. it is clear that interse prejudices prevail ulxrrr the subject.r

Inequa l i t l -  o f  oppor tun i ty  g rou ' ing  ou t  o I  t l re  a t t i tude  o f  d is , ' t ' i ru i -
lat ion in the interest of iesal marl iage and the st igma itself  have
been responsible for attempt*s on the pait of the mother ancl others to
conceal the facts. The experience of most $'orliers js that the mother
fears to face the conrmunitv n'ith the truth ancl that her familv is
rusuall-v anxious to conceal the truth by provicling {or the child arnbng
persons to whom his parentage is not known.

Througliout the histories ran the story of deception. lt l-as prac-
ticed by thc parents of the child. by other relatir-es. and by the agency
rrorkers themsel'ves. It rvas the policy of a ferv organizations to
lefuse to coonerate rvith mothers in theil assttlrDtion of the status of
legitimate nrbthers. The ethical problems pletented irr case $'ork
rl ith nnmalried ruothers are very grave. and thet' are fraLtght rvith

3 Standards  o f  Legat  Pro tec t ion  fo r  Ch i ld ren
t.onfercnces hcld nnder thc ausll ices of the I
( 'oD lerence on  I l leg i t imac l ' ,  t )p .  1 i .  M.  I i .
\ \ -ash ing ton .1C21.

4  Ib id . ,  p ,  99 .
6  I b i d , .  p .  1 7 .

I 112-2E-,--2

Born Out of Wedlock; a report of regional
.  S .  C 'h i ld ron 's  Bureau and the  In te r -C i ty
S.  C 'h i ld ren 's  Rureau Pub l ic t r t ion  - \o .77 .
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perplexing difiiculties on er-elv harrcl. Social rvorkers often honestlv
clesire to refrain from cooperrtion in these deceptions, vet they feel
pon erless to clirect the m6thers in a lviser cuuise. Td say tliat in
older to be success{ttl ancl enclttring relationsliips nust be establishect
on a basis of truth is one thing. but to go so far as to assume respon-
sibility for engineerins the liies of hunran beings ton-ard this end is
a dil{erent matter. l'he conscientious social worker rvho seriously
contenplates tl,',.e position of the rnother ancl the child will usually
hesitate to go further than to advise-pelhaps insist on-honesty irt
intimate relationships, such as with close relatives, families rvho etn-
ploy tlie rnothers in theil hotires. and prospective husbands.

There is a ciifference of opinion alDong social 'norkers and other'
pelsons as to their obligations to the public and to those directly in-
voll'ecl-the mother'. hel child, ancl her famill'-in the matter of con-
cealins the tme statns of the mother and the child. As a rneans of
a,*certainins tlte extent to which olqanizations that assist nnrnamied
urothers deem it expetiient to help ihem l-ith plans fol concealment,
an el{ort was rnacte to learn tlte practice iu the ot'ganizations cooperat-
ius in this studv.

Representatires of 19 of t l ie 26 organizations which gale informa-
tion on this point stated tliat thev rvould cooperate rvith a rnother by
leccrgnizing her as a legal ur.other if she chose to assurne that stattn.
T'n-o of these 19 persons rvere court rvorkers. One spoke only for'
helself, the court having no policy on this point. and the other stated
that th6 policy o{ the cirrt rias to aclvise rrlothei's to admit tlteir tlue
status Uut ttrat the workers addressecl the rnother as " lfls." when she
insisted on this. One lvorker stated that her agency rvas clecidedly
opposecl to such subterfuges ancl yielded-only when a.motl)er was
iris^istent. It rvas notecl that ahnost all these workels felt that the
truth should be told to emplrvels, imrnecliate lelati les (in most in-
stances), and prospective husbancls. The policl- of _one organization
l'as to'suggesl to mothers that the5r assutie a legal stat-tts. for their
p lotect ion ancl  t l ra t  of  thei r  ch i l t l len.  RepI 'esentat ives of  s ix  organi-
Zations nould not assist in an.r plarr fol clcception: thev insisted that
each mother  wi th rvhot t t  the l :  c ieal t  l i re  the- t ruth.  ani l  they t 'e fused
to coop€rate in any.other plrrn. One ot' the rvorkers in this group
statecl-her orvn position only. as the organization that she repre-
sented (a court) had no policy on this point.

The dtatement bv the ivorker in charge of one of these organiza-
tions. that it refusecl to cool.rerate in anv plan for deception. \Yas con-
traclibted by a statement girel in oue of the case liislories supplied
bv this olganization. Aciording to the history, the status o{ the
ciiilcl and tTre mother. both o{ whon iiacl lived for sone vears in this
i".lil,iiio" (the niotlier being employed thele). was not-kn-o'wn-.. either
in t l re  cornmuni ty  or  at  t l re"s, 'hbol -at tet t , le t l  by the chi i t l .  Ihe in-
{elence rvas that this rnother hacl assuruecl the status of a legal mothel
to conceal the facts regarcling the status of her chiid and that the
institution hacl coopera[ed rvith her.

The following quotations frotn the statements of some of the
rvotkers are significant :

Iou rvill see that \!e pursue the ria tuetlia.
Filst: We pnt pressure upon the girl to rrckttowledge lier cortdition t() those

peoltte immecliately concerned witii her; i. e., parents, or, if she is planttittg to
nrirlry, the man himself.
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Second: lVe do Dot put pressure on her to call herself wif'e or widorv. but
\r'e do cooperate with the coDcealment by addressing her as " ]Ifs." l'herr u'rit-
ing or in other ways where we feel that a knolvledge of her true station tloulci
e xpose her to aggression on tire part of the community.

I realize fully that this compromise may retard the educatiori of tire public
at l*.rge and so share ilr the evils of the old-fashioned prlicy of conceallrrent, but
at the sarne tine I feel that the git'I is by public opinion placecl at such a disacl-
virntage in her upwald struggle that she deserves some privilegecl treatmeut
fol her protection.

\\rhilst consenting to this. hon'ever, \\'e reallj- do try to get over to the girls
the essentials of tire square deal, buth rvith lelatives and with the prospective
]rusbancls, and the partrnount inrporteutre of faciug close relationships on al
I r r rnest  basis.

^\IaDy tirnes we have found tilat the girls have assurirecl on their o\yir t.esl)ol-
sibility the title of " }ft's." aud wear a wedding ring, giving as a rerlsolt ro us
that they find it protects thetn and -saves many questions. If a girl wishes to
do tliis rve do Itot object, but l'e tlo irrsist upon the truth existilrg betryeerr her
au{i the emplo}'er. or her on'n laurily with \1'horn she is intirnately folllle\:ted.

1\'e clo rrot address out' tuotltels as ]Ils. ()n theif nrail. unless tlrey havl' l)eelr
k-D.orvD in the cornmunitl. as flrs, antl hale ftrun,1 o"",rt otion independeilily ot
this office.

If a girl rvorks without her child she alrDost never as-srut)es the title of " ]Irs."
rli rlran}- instarrces r-e have perrnitted the girls to fnd their o\.vn positions, and
rve have llot told of the existeilce of boarded chilch'err to employeis $.ith \Vhonr
we felt sure it n'oulcl rnake a tlilference in the girls' status. \\ie lielieve irr thg
truth ilnd in facing the fact-s. These are general policies, but every case must
be decicled according to the intlividual mother's circurnstances. rt is verJ' er.i-
dent to.us that if girls live constaltiy under a falsehood it is very defirritely
rveakotling to tlteir cltaracter. il that tlrt'y are constantly falsifyirrg iheir n'hgle
life: therefore. for those $'ho are intimirtely corrnected *-iflr 

'the 
gi|ls. as iil

their o\\n farnilies or at rvork, we dernand that the trufli b€ giveu: tJilre casual
neighbor or risitor'\ye do rrot cousider it necessary to explain a girl,s silrzrtiol.

r approve of tle girls putti'g " ]rrs." to their orvn r)ames but never taki'g
an alias. rn,getti-Ig them positions r either give ilre impression that they liaYe
beeu deserted or the husband is dead, giving the sarne impression in the hones
rvhere the girls board. r have tried letting them go unher their true color.s
ancl have fouDd that the lalidlad}' or superintendent over- them in the facto|ies
or stores has -sooner or later refc'rred to dris in a rvlry rvhich has liult tlie
3irl's self-respcct.

One 'lvorker stated that she had been concerned as to the proper
coulse for hel to pursue in this matter. After much conside'ration
anrl consultation rvith persons'who were. she felt. competent to advise
her'.- she decided thac it T'as proper for he' to cobperate rvith a
r]lother $'ho assumed the status of a legal mother. in aclclition to
the protection afiorded the mother and* the chilcr this worker r,yas
aetuated in her decision as to her polic.v by her. feeling that she rvas
obl . igated_to re l ' ra in. { rorr r  g iv ing- info inrat ion aborr t  }ersous 

. rvh ic l r
in  l rer  judgment  r r r ight  cause in j r i ry  ro them.

rn contrast to these points of view is that of the srrperintellclenr.
o_f a maternity home whose polic^y rvas to insist trrat fiothers face
the l-orld rvith the rrTtl i. ]rere ihe policy wrs to address all the
mothers as (( n{iss " while they werc in tlie home and afterwards.'rhis l'orker has followed up the cases of a number of chilclren who
har-e gone to.the public school rvhile living in the institution, as
*'ell as aftel dischafser and_is emphatic in st;t ing that none of t l ienr
nas e\ .ef  Deen drscrrmrnatet l  agarnst .  rn general ,  the exper iencc o l '
t lr is *'olker has been tlrat onlv go.,d res-ults lraye eome from the
|rolicy of open aclnrission of the trire status of the mother ancl chilcl.

L
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Dr. Richalcl C. Llabot. in discussinu the oblisation of the sociai
worker to base his dealings and relatfunships oi the truth and not
on falselrood. has leferretfto the policy of iooperating rvith unmar-
riect mothels in cleceiting the public in regard to the-ir status. He
says: " But so far irs rve tal<e anv part at all we are bound to deal
fairly. with the public ancl not irciively to assist in foisting a lie
rlpon lt." "

It n-iii readilv be seen tliat the rriotive of these worker.s rvas chieflv
a clesile to help their chalges. 'Ihat their policies rvere inspiretl l,i-
a conscientions consitlelatiol of the probleni can not be cloulJLed. Is
the experience of t l ie rnajolitv to be talien as an inrl ication tha.r t ire
tleat,nie'nt accolcled the ciiilci'of llnon-n illegitirnate birth is snch lr-*
to necessitate conceahnent of i l leeitirnacv ? ^-\-r 'e these subter,fuges ac-
tuailv rlecessal'y tci insrire tire cirild ancl liis mother u place in the
couuuunitv? ]{anr l)el 'sons appeat to think they ale. On the otl iet'
hancl, there is the cxpelienre of tho..:e l 'orlrels rrhose poiic;t has been
to insisi that these urothei's iir-e the truth. antl n.orliert in lhis src)Lu]
frequentlv point to sr'.ccessful results of their policies.

It appeai's tliat the rnattel lesolles itseif iirto a qnestion rif the
per-<onal approach to the mother trncl the cale talien-to insure that
she and her child have a protected position in the conununitv in
n'hich they begin their ordeal of reinstatement in societv.

EFFORTS TO ESTABLISH PATERNAL RESPONSIBILITY

Since the observation of a considerable number of workers in the
Iielcl of social help for unmarried mothers and their children is that
the need for relief is pressing, it is to be expected that these workers
rvould utilize all placticable means of providing financial help for
their chalges. Foremost among the pbtential "sources of suiport
is the fat[er of the chi]d. Adequate provision for maintenance
iras an important bearing on the ihildts-opportunitv for a perma-
nent home^ rsith his own- people. A num6er of m.ithers who had
r-ec_eivecl no help flom their families had asked assistance in pro-
viding for institutional and foster-home care because they could-not
pay fol boarding care without help.

As the maternitv home as a rule had contact with the mother
either before or v6r'y -"oon after the birth of her child one would
natulall l  expecr thai the=-e agencies rvould make a uniform practice
ol endear-oring to establish- paternity. either through their own
qtror_tq or tirroirgh close cooperation with other agencids equipped to
do tlr is. Onlv 6 of the 14 maternit.y homes frbm whic6 l i i i tories
rr  ere obta ine, l  fo l lon 'ed a def in i te  rout ine in  at tempt ing to f ix
paternal lesponsibil i ty. Five of the 6 chilrl-caring agenciis and G
other'.agencie's---courts. public r.elief agencies, anil familr--welfare
agencies-undertook as a natter of rorit ine to estabUsh faternit; ' .
I'he o_ne protective agency cooperating had no routine method of
procecture.

One maternity irome rnade absolutely no efiort to fix paternitv I it
was significant ihat this organization i.eported a high liroportioir'of

,ul !$!:,j', $i:tfiilul;'rltS_D-j. 
" Y!'racitv in sociar wolk." Survey, vol. 52, no. 2 (Apr.
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WITOSE N,IOTHERS IT.\\-E I(EPT TITEIR CUSTODY 15

cases in which babies \\.ele surrendeled for placernent bv their mothers
.oon af ter  b i r th  ldu l ing the rear . imme, l ia te ly  pr .eceding the r .ear  ot '
the studr, 25 babies .wdre surrendered out oT ?f carecl'for). Nine
organizations had considerable l imitations in their plans fol attempt-
ing to fix paternal responsibilit.l-. In one of theie this effort was
l inr . i ter l  to  br inging aborr t  urar l iage i f  i r  wus r les i red by both t l re  g i l l
and the man rnd i f  i r  gar-e pronr ise of  being per-manent .  Or*
oluanization rnade a rnle of sending for the rnaritd come to its office
to confer o' tire matter: if this diil not bring r.esults the effort was
rlropped. The supe'intendent of one 'raternitr home endeavored to
ascertajn l-hether tlie alleged father n-as in the bitr'. ancl if he lyas she
tliecl to induce the mother:-to init iate court proctecii;cs to cornuel him
1o support  the chi ld .  This  * -or l<cr  had r  con ' icr ion thr t  to  nroceed
otlierwise 'n'ould incluce {aihrre. as she lvas sure that in all suc^h cases
the men would leave the State if pr.ivatelv approached. Five organi-
zat ions le f t  the quest ion to the mot l ier .  rbt ton ' ;ng whater-er .  p la i i  she
chose-whether private approach to the rrran, corrrt proceiirrre. ol
et to l t  to  arrange marr iage.  One organizat ion d i t l  no i  go crr r i te  so
far  in  complv ing wi th the nrother 's  w- ishes:  brr t  i f  she ask 'ed th l t  the
rnan responsible for her child be communicated with. this was done.
lnd i f  she n ' ished io have the case lakcn to cour t  s l re was shown how
to proeeed.  Be'ond these l lo ints  t l r is  organizat ion t l id  not  co because
i l  was the opin ion of  the n l rnagement ' t l ra t  to  t ro so r to, , i . [  tenr l  to
foster the association bet'ween the eirl ancl the man. in all nrobabil itv
with disastlous mor.al-consequence-s for the girl.

The influence of the- -organizations o'aj- probabl;r an irnportant
f*c tor  in  ' ranl  of  the s0 cases in  which Dat i 'na l  re lponsib i l i tv  r las
t,stablisherl. either b-r'cour.t rction or by tofunt;. ir;f i ; i ;;"t. 

'

on lv  a few of  the h is to. ies of  c l ies in  rv l r ich pate.nal  .esponsi -
bilitS' had 'ot been established e*.. ll;.o"s rvhv uitior, for this uur-
pos€ was not_ taken. The reasons glven are the same as those gen_
ela l l l  g i r_gn b i '  case-rror l< agencies- for  rhei r  fa i l r r re to f ix  Daternal
responsib i l i t l  in  a grealer  nrrmber of  cases than ther-  c lo:  rn6ufrc ient
rnf-ormation given b.v the mother: absence of the man from the state
9,t' iugF of knowledge of his rvhereabo'ts: 'nwilling,.... of in. mother
that  the man be.app'oache, l  a t_ a l l :  sexrra l  P 'omis iu i t .v  or  other  con-
, l t tc t  o f  the nrother  {hat  would Pleel r rde p i .obabi l i t r -  

'o f  
est rb l ish ing

pa le ln i t v  i f  uc t i on  r ve re  t aken .
Gl'antecl that the mother's u'ishes should be given clue consicleration

in the nrat te.  of  approaching the rnun i t  * -ould seem that  nran\-
mot l rers unrr i l l ing to r i rk  the enrbal rassrrent  or .  the r rubl ic i tv  of  cour i
proced u re,-i glt l. !. persrrn Jed.to permit .rrn inte'view with the alreged
lr thel  of  l i re  chi ld  at  least .  The g lat i f l i r rs  resrr l is  of  su i table ur i r la te
aPpronch to the man in sonre of  these 

'caseis.  
rvh ich are tvn ical 'o f  the

experience of manv cas€-work agencies, r 'ecommend the fr6asure as an
es;ep1iaJ.step. .  Aside f rom the-helpf ' l  resul ts  ncconrpl isheci  b; .  the
cstablis_h-ing of puternitv rrn,l the obtaining of f inancial .uprroit fo,.
the ct r r ld .  contact  wi t l r  the man is  advisable f rom the standboinr  of
thesocial investigations. An inter' iew *ith the;;;;; i ;; gi"l
rs  the father  of  her  chi ld  l ras somet inres been nrost  helpf r r l  in  p iannTng
for the futrire of the mother and the chilcl.

!
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i  I l legitimact' rs a Chitd \\ 'elfare Irroblcr)).-Irart 2. A stutly of Origilal Records in the
Ci tv  o i -Busro i  i lDd  iD  the  Sta te  o f  ]k -ssachuset ts .  P [ r t  3 .  \ Ie thods  o f  Care  in  Se lec ted
Urban and l lu ra l  Communi t ies .  U.  -s .  Ch i ld rer ' s  Bur ( 'au  Pub l ica t ions  Nos.  75  and 128,
1 \ ' a s h i i l c r o n .  1 U l 1  a n d  1 C 2 4 .

Earliel inquiry by the United States Cliilclren's Buleau iuto tiris
matter of e{Iort to procure for the nlothel assistance frour t}re fathel'
of her chilcl has also revealed the fact tirat agencies ancl institutions
engagecl in work for this group of motirers and childlen are not a\:ail-
inJ tLemselve,s of this res=ourc6 so fullv as is clesirable.'

Compnrison of the histories supplieci by txo case-\york agencies tilat
n-ere organi zed at about the same time nnd that npparentlv hacl sirnilar
standards ancl policies disciosetl great difference in tire infolriratioit
recorded concerning the fathels. In 19 of tire 26 iristor:ies contributed
by one of these agencies tirere rr as infolmation flotn wirich sonle idea
coulcl be formed of the nran's general character. his abil ity to sup-
port the chilcl. ancl the possibilitv of legal establishment of paternity.
'Ihree of the 7 histories tlitrt gtrr-e no infoluration stateci the reason
'n'hv it l-as lackins. In none o{ the 1ti iristolies obtaineci from the
oth"er asenc\r Nas'tl ie information on the fatirer of the chiit l  at all
cornplete. Onlv 1 iristorv containecl {zri l lv adequtrte information: i
contirinecl 't'"r'r'iittl" infoi'mation: ancl s. ribne. I'he tlilference in the
kincl of lecorcls kept l-,y the tn'o olganizations can be expiainecl onl-t
on the glouncl thaimoi'e intensile e-{folt l-as rntrcle in the-first agelicy
than in the second one.

In i l5 per cent of t l ie total numbel of histolies information in
regu l t l  t o  t l r t , f a t l r e r s  u ' l s  cou rp le te l y  l r r , ' k i ng .  a l d  i n  r r ru t t ; ' t no t ' e  i t
r tas yel t ' l inr i ted.  Horv i -  the r r rerre[ r  in- f t , r i r r l t ion on t le  fat i re ls  of
these cliilch'en to be interuretetl ? Does it indictrte an utter lack of
apllreciaticin. on the part 6{ lnany organizations rvorking for- uumar'-
l iecl uiothels ancl theil chilclren. of the irnuolttrnce of infolrnaticln
about the father in mali ing plans fol t l ie child's futnte i Considerecl
from tire standpoint of case l 'oll i  the oll is,. ion is not rrnderstanclrtble
except aiuong certain oldel organizations. rrhose motivc has ahvavs
beet'rnoral rEclamation of the rnothels and l'hose rrolkers have hacl
a sincere conliction that theil aims rroulcl be rccoruplishecl best b1'
cliscoulaging any association betri'een the girl ancl tire nran irlr-olvetl
n-ith heri. For "this 

reason tl iese ri-orket' j 'hare triecl to avoitl anl
i 'efelence to the man rvhile the gil l  n-as in theil cale.

SI]PERVISION OF CASES AFTER DISCHARGE FROM
ACTUAL CARE

Aithough somc llnlllarriecl mcltltels l'ho corne to social agencies fol
assistance neeri definite supelr-ision for considelable periods of t ime
after clischatge frorn actual cale. ruan\- need only thc frienclly reia-
ticn that gives the tuother- t ire itssttrance'tl iat she nrav trirn to tire
organizatibn for direction ancl help.

Thirteen olganizations. incluc-ling 5 rnatelrritl. hornes. continuetl
contact unti l t l iey felt t irat t ire nrother nnd her child had completecl
their adjustment in the courmrtnity: 1 (a child-placing agency) con-
tinuecl conttrct inclefinitelv: 8 (rntrtenritv home-.) ruaintainetl in-
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forntal contact though the.v Inckecl definite plan ancl equipment lor
this serr.ice: 3 ( juvenile conrts) supervised the case onlv as long a-'
the mother and chilcl rvere being cletrlt with by the court: 1 (the
chilclren's clivision of a State departrnent) gave no after'-care super-
vision : ancl 1 ( a maternitv hone ) nade no effort to keep in touch x'i th
the mothel ol cli i lcl. apparentlv faii ing to appleciate thc necessitr-
for such ellort.

The unrnarried mothel n-ho plans to lieep her ciriltl l.ith hel rrith-
out moling to a nerv place is confrontecl rvith a clillicuit ta-.i< in
rnaking adjustments to her coriimunity. The r.arior,.s circrimstarrces
that aITect h,:r' interests in matters of etrtlrlor,'ment antt resicience
lequire that in rnost cases she ha'r e fnrtl iel asii-"tanc" frorn the orgairi-
zai.ior that iias sheltelecl hel immecliateh' before nncl after tlie biltli
of the chilci. Aithoueli manv of the rnatcrnitv irornes maintainecl cinlr'
an informal frienclhi relntion it is safe to aisurnr-. that this cont?rct.
indicating as it cloes the helpful spirit of the orsanizations, has beerr
the nreans of a-.sisting sonle of the rnothcrs or-er crises in the ordt'al
of f itt ing themselves ancl their- cli i l t l len into thcir conrnunities.

Those-organizations l 'hose policies intl icatt 'ci an apltlcciation of thc
future neecls of the rnotlier-c and their chilch'eir l'ele fotrntl to ha'r-e
proyiclecl {or continuins contact rvith them br. rneans that insureti
iheir rrlotection. rvith rl-ue consiclcratit.rn fol the delicacv of the task.
-fhe siiccess of ihe rnethocl clepencled on the rvorker's ir.illingness to
in te r ; r re l  t l r e  s r . r ' r ' i ce  t o  l l r r , r i r o l l r e l  i l r  i e l r r r .  o f  s ' r ' n r l l n i he t i e  l r t , l 1 r .
lather than a,s an effort to control her l i fe. A ferv organizations hlrt l
:rftelcri le n-orkers rvlio unriertt iok tl i is corrtinuing cjrrntirct as their
rlefinite task. Rv glacluallr becouring acrgrainterl ri ' i th the mother
during the tiure n-hen the organizrtion was cal' ing for her. one of these
af let 'cr r re r lorkers rvorr l r l  tuke over  l l re  crse f lonr  t l re  or . ig inal  rvor ,ke l
without t ire mother"-" being a\\ 'ar€ of the transition.

Ljncloubtecllv the t 'rri lure of sonre ot'grrnizations to i ieep in toucir
rrith children rrito har-e conre i indel theil care. as shor-n bv the snrali
nutuber of histories o{ c}ri lch'en that r-ere obtrrinable froni theur. rvas
soll leti l l les due to rcspect fol the dcsire of the tnother ancl hcr fuuril i-
t ha t  as  i r  r neans  o f  p i o te t . t i ng  t l r e  p r i v l cv  o f  t l r e i r .  l , l r r ns  f r i r . t hc  c l r i l i l
association n'ith the olganization be endecl as -.oon as possible. ' lhere

ale eases in l 'hich u-olkels ale unable to crrl if i lns cirntart rrit l i  t l i t '
mother because of her attitucle. Such cases. horrevel. al 'e lar.e iyit l. i
those olganizations rvhose l 'orlr is of high stan,lalcl. ' I 'he lnck o{
infolnration on the fate of nranv clir lcl i 'en n'hon the agrncies lnil
i ns t r t t r t i ons  l r a r l  ass i s te r l  a l ) l ) e i l r ' e ( l  1 , r  be  < l r re  r , l r i c f l . r - 1o  c l r l r r gcs  i r r  r i r e
_pelsonnel of t l ie olgtrnizations. 'f ire 

<iiff icultf in atternpting to
ha'r-e after-care work dcne bv n stafi of changing n-or' l iers ls easilr-
apparent. IVhenet,er tine t'orker had lemainea r"ittr an organizatiun
through a long periocl of vears it rvas found that a considerable
propol t lon of  t l re  c i lses ' \ \ 'ere l<nol 'n  to t l r , ,agcnc.r ' .  and i t  t ' ls  b.y  srrc l r
workers that the gleater nurnber of the 

'histories 
studietl i ir this

report x'ere suppliecl.
Although much that is clone b1,'plirate and prrblic agencies in the

fielt i of social seryicc t 'an not be rneasrirecl in terms of actnal resnlts.
it is er-ident that a consiclerable ltortion of their. r 'ork can be so neas-
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Llreat. Orqanizations that rencler assistance to the unmarried mother
ancl her c[iid in accorclance with advanced standards arre providing
definitel.y for continuing contact, which serves the double purpose of
furnishiiig aclvice and a-ssistance to the mothers and of prederving the
recorcl of serr-ice rendered. This record, continuing through the life
of the children. will show oftentimes the wisdom oiunwisdom of the
plans formulated for them by the organizations. Some of the older
organizations. as has been shown, were a.ble to provide definite infor-
mation on the chilclren vears after renderins service to them. This
contribution has served io noint the wav to irewer organizations.
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THE CHILDREN AND THEIR PARENTS
PLANS FOR CARE OF CHILDREN

ORIGINAL PLANS

^ ,:{j1l]",l,Sh glll I snrall proportion of the children \yer.e perrnanenrly
:,1.1-utt"q br- the ,first pian mttle with the assistance of the organiza"_
tron ca'lng- fo'. therir. this first plan is .r-orth studying, as it"shows
the l])eans bv rvlriclr_the mothers werc enabled to retain the custody
of their children. of the chilclren-who rruo t."" ;JilJil success-
lqllr !v the first pta'rhe majoriry had been t .piii i it "inuiJmothers.
Ihe l ) tans rrrat le for the 61 chi ldren who wer.e-beyond their  infarrcy
when .eferred to the organizations are considerecr i;;;;";;;tpilJ,
rather than orisinal ones.

.study of the first plans for the 192 chitdren who were infants
when thev were referied to the organization. .ho**-th. ;;"i.ty ;i
arrangements-tliat were-necessary to-meet the needs of these chil&ren
and their mothers. Although ceitain t}-pes of tro-e. *.re ir.-.,l n n"u
gene'all.f in some cities than in otheis, it was uppnrurt lrom the
records that more or less individual treatmerrt *ai giuu", accord-
ing to the part icular needs of the ease.

T\e, ryo.st significant_ placeme_nts *-ere those of the 44 children
provr_cled for eithel rvith or without their mothers in the iromes of
grandparents -o.r -other relatives, yfre-r-e they shared tne romiil'-iite.
Three other children were provided for in totnes -oi"iui".J lir- the
'rother alone or bv the mother and failrer. l-rro marlied ;;;" ;fi;;
the child's birth. 

- 
Fifty-three chilclren .r""i" piu..a n-ri lr* tu*it.,,

homes where the mothers did houservork. ri" uai-a"iue;. ;ruliarrangement_, which enables the mother to be self-suppor.tTne ancl to
nurse l-rer l.rabv, hale led many social worr<ers to usc iti;r pi"i r.nrhergeneral ly^ for.  rrnmar. ied mothers. Fortv-eight . rr ; rh.on \ \cre
Lroarded first in familr' Iromes. ,\ large nrai6ritv of them rvele
boarrletl withour thcir- hothers. the motf,er 

"ii ir.r 
iut inc u-r.,o.it;on

at domest ic serr- ice else* 'here or retrrrning to he; 'p;r?nt.1 '  t ro*. ,
where fo.r-arious r(.flsons it rras not possiirle t"r hi. t" i.avo thebaby rvith-her'. rn_ most of the cases in which *ottr.". u"a babies
:::-. Hilt$ 

together the morher returned to the kind of enptoy_
ment that she had had.before pregnancy anrl  the boarding nrbt l rb.
carecl for' {!e. b1b.v u-hile the 

-mother. 
rias at 

"-o"fi. 

-So-? 
of themothe's. paid in full for the child's board. otlrers paid lrart of it. theagency helprng-ei i l rel  l r r  obtaining a reduct ion of r .ates' to an amount

tne mother courd afl'o'd to pay or by paying part of the board itself,
Thi rty-ei ght ch i ldren *'ere ca'ecr fbrl in in-stitutions, 

-l"rJru*-u 
t.,.-nrty- homes. r'here the child'en stayetl either rvith or. rvith6ut tlreirmothers. Fo' most of these childr'6n the mothers p"ia i"ii 

"r. 
par-tial board; in only a ferr. instances was the e"ir"e 

""ir;;. 
;;ibi-i["
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institution. One child rvas placed in a free foster home but rvas
later returned to his mother. The original arrangernents {or placirrg
the remaining fir.e children l'ere not reportecl.

PERIIANENCY OF PLANS

For some of the children included in the study successite chanses
in lii.ing alrangements over a period of 1'ears endld n ith the rnothJr';
marriage or x'ith the acceptance of the chilcl bv relatives. These trvo
allangements. milestones in the life of a rnother and her child. rvere
oftenfor.rnd to mtrrk the encling of temporarv arlangenients and the
besinning of a settlecl plan of cale. The stabilizing influence that
ti iese arrangements exerted proved them to be a clesirable outcome
for  rnost  of - these c l r i ldren.

'fhe lely fact that a consiclelable proportion of the chilclren con-
sideled in this studr had to be provided for in homes an'av from their
lelati'r'es aftel discharge from actual care b5' the organizations that
assisted their mothers cluling pregrancy and afterwards indicates
the shifting flom place to place rvhich is characteristic of the ti'po
of cale gir-en tt, inanv children of illegitimate birth. I\'hiie"ircr
arrthoritati'r'e data are at hancl for comparison of the chatrging
environment of this grolrp of children rvith that of anv othel com-
parable group of chil'dren irr neecl of special care, the clirestion arises
n-hether on the l'hole chilch'en boln out of rredlock rvho are nnder
the snpen'ision of the best tvpe of social agencies r.eallv are snbjectecl
to a chang-ing enr-ironrnent to a greater clegree than dependent. neg-
iected.. a.ncl delinquent children in general rvho are rinclel sirnilar
sultervrslon.

. ^{ltho-ugh some of the chilclren rvere rnovecl onlv in or"clcr to go to
lire mother's home when she marr.ied or to so to the home of 

"rela-

t  i les rvho had r lec i r led to nccept  thern.  u lar .ge proport ion of  t l re
chilclren n-ere mo.r-erl frorn c,ne tYtre of home tci anbther ol from
one home to another t,f the same"tipe because the earlier arrange-
rrent n-as not satisfactory. For some chililren several changes were
necessary before a more or less permanent adjustment was frade for
them in an institution, in a boaiding home. or in the mother's place
r , f  , lomest ic  cnrp lovment .  A ferv i lere constant lv  sh i f ted arorrnd
from place to plnce until they became old enough to make their orvn
allangements,

Information r.as obtained as to the number of placements of 186
of the 192 chilclren l'ho were under 2 years of aqe at the tirne ther-
came to the attention of the asencv.

'\ relatively-smalJ-proporti 'on of these 186 children (12 per cent)
rvere found to be well adjustecl in tlie fir'st piacement made-for tliem
I ' r ' the o lganiz l t ions.  n lost  of  these chi ldren \ \ 'ere e i ther  I ' i th  le la-
tives rvho hacl taken them into their homes durinE very earlv in-
lancy-or nith their mothers. rvho hacl rnarried. "Apfroximatelv

three-fourtirs of the children rvho harl had onlv one plidement rrrer€
from S to 10 years of age, tlie rernainrler being from tt to 14. All
of them had livecl in the hornes l'here tliev rrere placed for. a sufficient
l inie to indicate that the plan rvas l ikelv"to be fermanent.

A considerabh' iarger propoltion (35 per. cent) of the 18G ciri l-
rlren r-ere rvell acljusTecl bv a second'pluir. ntre change beiug made
rrftel thc oligintrl arrangerirent. For ruole than half-of thele ciri l-
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rlren this change $-as ('au:ed by the marrliage of the motliels. Some
of the chiich'en in this slorti \yete ucceptecl by relatives aftel a
periotl of cale in boarrlin! hoihes or of lir:ing rvith their mothers in
, l omes t i c  l r u . i t i ons :  o l he i s  re rn r r i ne t l  i n  bL r i r t l i nc  hun res  o r ' \ \ ' e l ' e
tlansferreil to institutions. ]{ore tiran half the chiidren in this groLrp
rvere from 8 to 10 vears of age at the time of the last information:
a slightlv snraller gi'oup r',.'re'it',,nr 11 to 17. ancl three chilch'en rvele
{r'orn 18 to 20.

'lw-enty-fir'e 
lrel cent of the 1E6 cliilclren appealed to be acijustecl

rlith promise of pelmanencv bv the third plan made for them. I{ere"
too. changes were caused bv marriage of the rnother. acceptance of
the chilcl by relatir.es. changing of boartling home, or placement in
an institutibn. About one-ihiid of these ihildren wer'e florn 8 to
10 vears of age. and the same propoltion rvere in each of the othel
trro age groups-from 11 to 17 ancl 18 ancl oysl'-{hs olclest being 30
\-ears or age.' 'ftventy--seven pel' cent of the children l\'ere placeil rnore than
three times. This group of cases inclucled some in which it 'lvas
statecl that tire motirer had been in ;t several tt or ttmany 

" domestic
positions 'with the child or that the child had been in " a'nurnber " of
lroardinq homes. Nearly half of these children r\-ere finallv adiusted
lly the 

-marriage 
of tlie mother. This group rras about equaily

,l ivided as to abe. nearlv half being from I to'10. and half from 1i
to 17. Three cirildren s'ere 18 and over. the oldest being 31 vears
of ase.

Tliree of the histories $'ere remarkable on acconnt of the number
of chanses recorded: One historr.' statecl that the mother had had
iO domestic positions in 4 years. keeping the chiid with herl one,
that because of the mother"s'poor healih ihe child had been boirded
in institutions or families n'tiile the mother rvas in hospitals. involv-
ine 14 chanses in 7 vears: one. that the mother had had 26 domestic
poiit ions in'15 years. keeping the chilcl n-ith her.

ft was evident that manv of the mothers sousht advice ancl assist-
ance from the organizatioirs in making ne'tt ar:.angements for their
children. Instances t'ere noted in rvhich children rvere chansed
from one boalding home to anothel in an efiort to improve the health
of the chilci. Seyeral children rvere moyed because of behavior difE-
culties. fn all probabilitv t.he histolies in rvhich information con-
cc'rning changes- in iiling alrangements n'as lacking included some
in rrliich changes frorn home to home l-ere rnade for the chilcl ivith-
orlt the guidance essential to a rvise choice of plan. The dependence
of some of the motlier-s on the jutlgment of others rvas apparent.
Some. actuated by a desire to do the'best possible for their children.
consultcd the agency rrorkers before making arrangements. There
\yere cases in rvhich the chilcl had been removed from the cale of hi-.
rnother throngh per-"uasion or bv court orcler'. but these \\'ere \-eLy
ferr'.

A number of the children lyere gro\rn at the time of the last in-
formation. and nine had established theil on'n homes. That sorne of
the cirildren l.hose mothers had married were not in homes main-
tained bv the rnothers l'as due to r-arious causesr such as unsuccessful
marriage. cleatir of the mother or steltfather. neglect bv the mother'.
or ment-al dcfect or clelinoueng. of thd cliild.
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STATUS OF MOTIIERS AND CHILDREN IN COMMUNITY

Because of the man'iage of a layge proportion -of _the nrotlters
(about  60 per .  cent)  and The adjustment-of  manv c l i ldren. in to the

liomes of ielatives'du.ing the earlv years of their l ives. it is not
i irrrrising to find that t l ie great majoritv of the chilclren inclrLclecl
in fhe studv wele known to their. comiDunities as legitimate chil, lren I
in onlS- l i l  "of the histories n'as it specifiecl that the t 'hi ld'. trtte staLus
.ru. lino.,"n to anyone except inimediate relatir.es. In these fern-
cases the historv statecl that^the child rvas treatecl kindl;r and that
he sufiered no diserimination atnong othel children'

The rnoral support of relatiYes and of other farnilies witir whom

unmarried mothtis ancl their chiidren find homes looms large as a
factor in the acceptance o{ these mothers ancl children into the life
of the communitf. Obr-iously the status of the mother ancl her'

"hil.l 
bortr out of wedlock has "an important influence on the- position

of the child during his eally life. 
-Fortv-two 

of the children n'ho
n'ere under 2 t ears"of age o Len first plac'ed by an agency went with
lhei l  rnothels io the hon"res of  le lat ivet  and 2 wele p lacet l  wi th le la-
' - i res s- i lhout  thei r ,nrot l iers.  I t  is  probable t l ia t  sorne decept ion rvas
uracliced in keepinc frorn Deighbois and friencls the truth in regarcl
to the status of maiv of t irese"ehildren; sorne of t6e farnil ies movetl.
in to nerv neiuhborhobds.  the chi l t [ 's  mothel  posed r rs  a rv i t low,  or  the
familv lepleiented the 

'child 
as being adop-te,l or as belonginq to a

relatii-e oi' friend livins elsewher.e. -t te* of the mothers returnecl
to the hornes of relatiiies soon after the birth of the children ancl
rcknorv le, lgcr l  the i r  t tue status in  the communi tY.

Althousit certain motliers were rvil l ing to make srcrif iccs {or their
lhilcL.en."even to the extent of cuttinq themselYes otf from tlr.eir
families. in a much gleater ntttnbel of-cases relatives were sJimpa-
thetic and coonerated with the mother in proriding for the chilcl.
The financial assistance giTen b.y lelatives and theif lr indly intelest
rvent fal to'ward reestablisiring 

-the 
mother in her own self-respect-.

All but six of the mothels wtre repoltecl as being glad theS- had
accepter l  the r .esponsib i l i r \ '  fo l '  the i r  ch i l r l rcn and had reta iner l  c lose
conta(:t Nrtlr tneln.

The follorvine list suDrmalizes the attitucle of the rnothers' r'ela-
tir-es to'n'arc1 the- children :

Number of
cbildren

Frierrrlll ' thloughout
Cir i lc i  leceivet i  i t i to home i l t  or lce--- - - -
f 'h i l t l  receivc( l  i r lo  honle l t ter-- - - - - -
Chikl not ler:eivecl iDto home---

Fliendll' at flrst. unflientll5' later' ; chilcl leceived iuto home
a t  Once - - - - - -

Lrrflieutll-v at first. frierttlil lirter- ------ 13
{ 'h i l t l  receir -cd i l } to l l ( r t } }e later ' - - - , -  2
Chi ld not  leceived into hot le--- -  11

l'nfrienrllJ' throughout ; chiltl not recei\'etl iltto home----- - I
No contact  wi th ahi ld---  

'57

\ot lepolted- 41

I Includes cil i ldren $hos€ ntothels' l 'elatiY'es \\ 'ere not in the tTnited States.

129
GO

.tn

I
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'fhe 
practice of deception in regai.cl to the child's status rvas not

confined entirely to the cases of childreir who rvent to live with rela-
tiye-s. Some childlen rlere placed at board. their rnothers returning
to the hornes of their parents. The records afford little inforrnation
concerning the status of such a mother in the horne where the child
n as boarded. IYhat clid the chilil surmise about the home of his
mother and about the reason whv he dicl not live with her as did
other children? Is it possible tb deceive a boy or girl for any
length-of _tirne rvith scant rnention of a supposedl;' deacl or deserting
fati ier'? Justice to tl ie child requires that h-is deniand for knorvledse
of liis parentage be rnet u.ith information that l'ill satisfy hitu. 

t-

fncreasing interest in the men involved in cases of illesitinrate
births is characteristic of organizations caring for unlntrr.rieci
mothers anr l  thei r  ehi ld len in  accordance rv i th  r i rodern standards.
In manv cases it is probable that tire {ather's family did ntit knov
of the existence of the chiid. It is ouite conceivable that this is

. t lre sitrration l ' i th regald to manv childr.en born out of rvedloek.
fn onh' 12 cases was it stated definitelv that there was anv contact
betrreen the child ancl the father's familv. In 6 of these "cases the
contact n'as clne to relationship bet'neen the rnother and the father.
the father of the child beinE the mother's own father. brother.

\  i r lo ther- in- law,  or  ot l rer  fami l . i  eonnect ion.
Onh' 18 chilclren l-ere reported as being a\\-are of their illegitimate

birth idoubtless the infornation of the s6cial agency was infimplete
on this point in manv cases). The r.eactions of these children to
tlie knowledse of the circrrmstances of their birth differed. On 9
the l<nowledge did not rppear to have a hannful effect. On 3 the
effect rvas bad at fir'st. but their feeling later changed, and they
rdol r ted a normal  at t i t r rde ton 'ard l i fe  l r i i th  an af lect i -onate re lat ion
to those rvith whom they wele living. One girl appeared to be
jntl ifferent at f irst but ]atlr beeame im-motal, no"ssibly as a result of
emotional stress caused by learning of hel iliegitirnate birth: on 2
other children also the eff6ct was bid. Three hi"stories did not shorv
the effect of this knowledse on the child.

l{ost of these children learned of tireir illeeitimate birth rv}ren
the5r were between 12 ancl 15 years of age. anil in some cases this
information came later. Tirose lvho lenrned the facts about their
bilth during the earliel rrears seemed to be afiected less br.- the
rer.elation than those to rvirom the kno'wledge came later.

SOURCES OF SUPPORT OF CIIILDREN

ASSISTANCE BY AGENCIES

Ihe recorcls shorv that comlrarntir-elv fetr- of tlie rnothels x'ele able
to support their childlen unaldecl. Var.ious types of assistance rvele
given by the organizations in addition to matet,nity care. Arlarrge-
meuts rvere made for tite care of childlen in institirtions either rvith
or rl i thout their mothets; sonte of t l iese chilch.en remainecl in the
institutions for extended peliotls at l i tt le or no expense to the rnothels.
Boarding homes rvele provided in n'hich the childr.en rvere carecl
l 'gr  at  the ex l )e l rse of  the agen' .v  o l  i l t  su( . l r  t .a tes r ts  t l re  r r to l l tcLs r r .er .e
able to pa-v.. .a\ggncies fr.eilucrit lv hel1,etl urothc'r.s to obtain enrplov-
merlt. t '-qlter:iallr. in t lonrestic serr-ic-e. u'lth {anril ics l-her.e tl iev-i it ' i t i
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theil babies rrith tl ietn. Assisirrnce rras .l l iren in getting help from
relati les tit '  f i '<lru the fathers ot' t lre clt i i t lrcrn. In manv cases the
marriage of t l ie ruother'helpecl to solr-e the problem of .the child's

"upuor.[. 
-\ lt irous-h al.iout trin-thilt ' In of t]re rnothels rnall ied ancl the

irl iLan,ls of ntost of t ltem itssttrrrerl tresponsitri l i tr. fot t ire chiicl, ver'1-
fel ' of the nrarliage," occrtlLctl cltrt ' ing tLc childts-infalrcv. 

'I 'hen, too.
some of the ciri ldien l-hoso rnothers ttrart ' ie<i t l icl not go to the honle
t-rf the rrrother anrl stcpfather inrmecliatelv. and a ferv nelel clid.

SUPPORT,BY FATHERS

Altl iougli the inrpoltance of rt-qtti l i t lg the frrthel to contribttte to
the suppor.t of his i-hilcl born ont of l-eiilock is generrrllv lecognized.
in man-i cases rro eftort rvtrs rnatle bl' the agcncies to obtain this type
of assisiance. Refelencc has been riracle to tlie fact tllrlt some of ihe
agenc ies  eoope la t i r r g  i r r  t l r i s  s t r r r l l  f a i l e t l  t t )  Ass i l n re  i l n l  l ' es l )ons ib i l i t l
i n -  connec t i on  r v i r l i - ob t , r i r r i r r g  t i r l , po r ' l  f t ' o t t t  t l t e  f a t l r c r s . -  On l . v  u t i
men-the fathers of 9tt of itr" :/,:li chilth'en-rret'e oldered to con-
tribute to the srpport of theit '  chilt lren rtl tsstimetl loluntr-rri ly the
oblieation to clo so.

REsponsibility sirs fixecl on 33 of these fttthe'rs tlilougir conrt
ac(ion, 30 of tli;m agreed voluntarily to contlibttte to tire child's sup-
uol t .  and 23 rnal r ied the nrothers.^ 

n{anv of the histories inclicated that the ruen ltac1 l itt le sense of rt l-
sponsibility jn connection n'ith theit' payments. 'I'hose rvho entered
into voluniarv agreerDents met their obligations rnore t'egtrlarly th-al
those rvho liad been placed untler coult tlltler: sorne of these men did
this in older to avoid publicitv ol to protect their reputations. Only
19 of the 63 fathers rviro rvere orclerecl to paY or tvho agleetl to pav
rrithout rnanying the rnothers l iet t l ieir obligations satisfactori l l '
ol fairlv l 'el l:44 did not. Thirteen o{ these'14 fathcr'-. made cash
settlements at'one time. 1 of 'n.horn paicl confinemettt espenses only.
l'ifteen rriatle perioclical payments for a sholt time or irregularly.
'-frvelve failerl to pav an);tliing: 5 of these l-ele unnb-le to pa1' be-
cause of imprisoninent. 1 l'trs inrpli-tonecl liecattse of his failure to
Dav. No iniormation rvas obtaineci as to l-hethel the other 4 rnet
iheir oblisations.

The aniount that the court oltlelecl the nten to ptll- depended some-
rrhat on lheil circ'umstances. cou-' iclelati<ln bt' ing gi'r-en to the obliea-
t i ons  o {  r r ran ' i e , l  l r r t r r  l r . r  t l r e i r  f r r l r , i l i es .  

' l ' l r e  
r t r r r o t i n t s  o t r l e re t i  an t I  t he

periocl of time fol l.irich the oltlels rr-t'r'e effectir-e variecl in accorcl-
irnce l-ith tlte statutolv pror-isions in the different States. The
trnounts rangecl from $2.51 a tnonth to $4 a l-eek. but felr of the
ordcls provi-led for a suur approaching the tnaxinmrn. For the
nra'ir,riti' of the fathels the orcle-ri ransecl from $1 to $2 a l'eek, or the
equir alent in monthlv payments. In one case & cash settlernent of
$i2n i"a* ntarle. 

'Ihere \yele t\r-o cases-both reportecl bv the samer
tgencv-in rvhich $2.50 a month rvas orclerecl. the small amount being
diie td a statutorv pror.ision tliat fixecl the sum in sttcir case-*. FIow-
evt:r '. the lal ' in-tl ie State concernetl rvas changed soli le years ago.
Of the 27 fathels fol t 'hotn the amottnt orclerecl l lv the cottrt rvas
lepoltecl all bnt .1 rvele orderecl to DaY rree\ly .or- monthlv. In one
r,ou|t t,asc the orcler of $1.2i a I 'eel< rras faithfull-r paicl to the encl
of  t l i t '  t inre set .  16 vears.
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In a hrge nrajolit l  of the 30 cnse-. jn nhich the father assumed
s()rl le lesllousibil i tv for t l ic supltolt of the child without conrt order
lis actiol ri-as L,r'orrght about through an appeal by the girl and hel
farnilr- oi L,r rt sociril .-'ase riot'ker. 

-It 
seems- clear that in a few in-

stances sucli an appeal was not macle. the men voluntarily asslrning
responsibil i ty. presunabl.v flom a rnotive of self-protection.

I,fost of tire men l'ho enterecl into private agreements adiusted tlie
nrat ter  Lrv paving n s later l  sr rnr .  r 'a iv jng f r i ,n  $50 to $ ib0.  Onlv
file settlements of rnole than $200 rvere reltorted-three of $300
anr l  tu-o of  $ i r t0 .  T l re largest  an)ount  le1,or ; ter l  in  ant-  eont inuing
ulrrrngement: \ra! $t5 a nionth. The original agreernent had been
for'$3 a rreek. rrhich n-a,. jncleasecl seleral t imesl regular pa1'menfs
hacl been ruacle for more than 10 r-ear.s. In one caie of a frivate
agleelDent the rnan pairi the stipuiated amount, $8 a mont{ r.egu-
larh- for 12 r'etrrs. tlie periocl of tirne provided by larv in this State.
In another agreement fhe man paid the amount,'$10 a month. with
legularitv unti l his death. f i.r-^e vears after he enterecl intb the
ilgreellent.. An 18-r-ear'-olcl boY n-ho enteretl into a private agree-
ruent for' $4 a titonth kept faithfri l lv to its terms foi the 12 vears
stipulatecl.

A cash settlement rvas obtainecl in one case in nhich the mother.
hacl ;' tn'o or three " olcler chilclren by clifielent fathers: ancl in trvo
cases. in rrhich the rnother had an blder child. the father of the
: :€corrr l  t ' l r iL l  rnarr ie ,  l  t l re  mother .  one of  these fa ihers lecei r - ing
the olcler cliilcl into tlie home with his o.r'r'n chilcl. One man whb
hacl volunteerecl to rnake rnonthh' lravments continued his pat-rnents
legulaliv. er.en after the rloth6r'had a seconcl chilcl by inother.
Inan.

Not all the histolies in l'hich settlenrents rvere recorded stateci
that a clefinite plarr for controll ing expenclitures had been made. It
seell ls e,qsential thtrt l-hen settlements ale accepted there should be
sorle arrangeur€nt b1' rvliich the monev is safeguarded for. the chitd.
lrith superiision of- expenclitures ol A -.tated-'allorvance clran'n by
the rnother at regulal inter.r'trls.

.  A l thorrgh l l l i racv i r r  r r rak ing i l r r f lngcnlent-  t ' r , r ,  s l r l ,por . r  is  h igt r l r -
, les i la .b le. - l r lo ter t iun of  the ch ' i l r l ' .  r . ights is  eqnal l . r '  inrpor tant . '  A i r
,ff icial lecolrl of the tlansaction should al'n-ais be rrraile. rn aclcli-
t ion to the financial corrsiclerertion. agreemerits f.,. suppolt should
contain adnri,*sion of pnte'nitr ' . 'rhe --.ociaI -. ignificance bf this prr;-
vi-sion is in itself inrportant to all persons coricer.ned-the child. l i is
nrother'. ancl his father'.

OUTLOOK FOR CHILDREN

At the tinre of t ire la-st inforruation 42 of the 258 chikiren rvere 18
1'em's of a.ge or'.or-ert nrost of these rvere self-supporting, mar,r.ieel.
o r  l i v i ng  i n  t l r e i r  l , n l ' en ta l  ho r r res .  I t  n ' as  ev i , l en i  i n  t he  h i s t r r . i e :
t l ru t  these ) 'oung l rco i i le  ner . , ' .  cr rpable of .  sr rppol , t . ing themsel  r .es
i l t ) ' l  r e q t r i r e r l  n o  ! l l o l ' e  s r r l r e l v i s i o r i  . t , a s s i s t f l n i . r ' t l r a n  a n l  o t l r e r .
] 'oilr lg people of the sarne ages. For 121 o{ the 211 chilcireir rrnder
18 tl ie futrire prorni-.ed rt leist a fundamental educationl and for a
consi r le lable pro l )or t ion of  t l rerr r  fur . ther  ad\-antages \ \ .ere expected,
inr ' l  r r t l ing t 'a in ing ro equi l )  t l rem for .  :u i table em"plor-nrent .  i t  , r -u.

L
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stated in some of the histories that the chilcl rn'as to haYe training fol

;;;;;G.i;;. The outlook tor the future of 21 children was un-

a,ji;;:" i;. 
"rj;;;;;iid;;" 

were trre prospects sufficiently unfavor-

;Lt;i; '.;rrant the e-ipe;;ii;" that the chiid s'otrld not b6 equipped

tor-."it-."ppo.t u"Jtfiat he ruight possiblv become dependent upon

the public. u.r,tui*au't'J.t.iI iii"""rtit[ "" "t 
"ttit mother *i. tetpontible

i"" ifr" 
""triotubie 

ootioot for a few chilclren. It was found neces-

sarv to remoye .o*u-.ftitaren from the-ir relatives because they,were

;;;' il;;;iv 
- 

cu.ud. for, and the {uture of others wls berng
j;;"iag;,i-iry-ih;i; fals'e posirions in 6omes in which they were

living.'t'ii?"u. 
not possible to hazard a f_orecast of the future for 46 chil-

ar"n. 
"ift.r 

U6"ur..' itt"i, histories did not give s'fficient.information
#;i;#;;ilil;.;;ut e it pos'iue to jurlge whether thev Pight be

relied upon to p.otect the chiid or becauie the status of the child rras

;;i;t ill;di&te ttte probability of some change before long'

CASE STORIES

T h e f o l l o r v i n g c a s e s t o r i e s a r . e - p r e s e n t e d n o t u e c e s s a r i l y " . ! T -

"*J". 
of e*.uli*nt work l-,v social agencies but,merely,.as examples

"f 

'r!ir-t 
ftrr-L;*;A;r" bv certain agencies in dealing w-ith unmarriecl

oroth*rr and their .tr;ta"r.". It wjlt be noted in ihe plan for p|e-

,  pur ins this mater ial  (p.  103) that the aimw-as not merel l '  to col lect
' 

i l.".]n which the reiults had been successful but to give a cross-
;;;i"; of the casl *o.k clone by the_agencies-cooperating.in the
ri"dv. In the *uit th. 253 stoiies show good case work by.the
ul."".i.r u"d a successful outcorne for tlie chi-ld. In preparing tfie,se
,fXri". 

""-". 
huoe been changed, and any other pointi that might

i;;d 
-1"- 

id"ntification of the 
'lhiiclren 

or'- their '*ents have been
omitted.

CHILDE,EN WHOSE IIOTHERS }IARRIED

'l'he mar.riage of the mother. either to the child's father or to some
oth* -u" nof,. th" most important influence in the liYes of inan):

"frlfar.". 
One hundred and^ fortv-three of the trvo hundred and

i;;it-;;e mothels vere marriecl after the birth of the child' These
marl ' tages even tn t .ases Nlrere nonnal farni l l '  l i fe did not persist
ga\ 'e the mother the benef i t  of  the status of a marr ied wonran and.
issured the childts acceptance as a member of a family group'
Ahnost invariably if chiidren n'ere born o-f the_ mauiagq.the child
of i l lesi t imate bi i th tpt :eared to share equal ly n ' i th his half  brothers
and. sis"ters in the fathbi's affection and in the opportunities provided
for the children in the home.

Se'r'entv-t'wo of the one hundred ancl fol'tv-three mothers who mar-
rled dicl 3o before the children were 5 veari of aqe. As a rule these
mrrrriages resulted more happily for ihe childr:en than those eon-
tlacted'later. A chilcl who-is not old enough to question why he
does not live with his mother, norwhy his father is absent, nor why
he has no relatives becomes adjusted into a step-parental home v''ith-
ont anv of the bacl results in after vears that are the lot of an older
chilcl riho has livecl in a foster hoine for several vear-* and n'ho is
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\VIIOSE MOTITERS ]IAVE KEPT TETEIIi CUSTODY 27

compell:ed.to rnodify all of his family r.elationships after the mar-
riase of his mother'.

Of the 143 rvho mar.l iecl, 13 married more than once; l marriecl
four times. Trventr-thr.ee of the nothers married the' fathers of
their chilclren. Foul of these mothers were married trvice. three
marrying another man after divorcing the father of the child and
one marlving tire father after the death of her first husband. fn
addition 1o thcse 4 niothers l 'ho married another nran as well as
the fatlier, 120 motiier.s married other men, 9 marrving mo'e than
once.

Ifarriages betrveen the mother and the fatirer of tlie child l'ere
not usriaily so successful as marriages betrveen the mother ancl an-
other man. _ Through rernalriage afler diyo'ce or after the cleath of
the husbancl these 143 mothers contracted 158 rnarriases-23 mar-
riages with the fatliers o{ the children and 135 rnarr.iagEs with other
men. Out of 23 marriages of parents. .1 rvere broken "of Uv divorce
ard 1 bv sc l ,arnt ion:  and in one ca=e a d ivorce was pendi f ig  at  the
tr rne o{  r l re  s tudv.  out  of  l3 i l  mar ' iages of  the mothers wi ih  other
men. ? dil-orces"and 8 2 separation. 't-E." reportecl, th. rit"oiio" i"
one fami l r ' .  not  being repor ted.  TI re p.oPort ' rbn of  hra. ' iagei 'bro l<en
t l l rough t l rvorce.  separal ion, ,  and de=el t ion l 'as r rot  Ia lge {or . t l re
group as a whole.

rn  add i t i on  t o  t l r e  f am i l i c s  b ruken  u1 r  l - ' r ' d i i ' o r , . e  o .  sepa r .a t i on .  r r
numl ler  of  fanr i l ics rvere broken r rp b i -  t f ie  death of  rhe {athe.  or
mother. At the last informatiun i6 l irrental homes and 10; step-
parenta l  l romes were st i l l  ,bs i "g nra inta ined.  T l rere were,  hruever , ,
2E chi l . r l ren of  i l leg i t imate b i r th" in  these fami l ies rvho for  sonre r ,ause
t-ere lrvrng elsen'here. In some cases this rras due to sorne di{iicultv
of  the chi ld  r r i th  h is  l rarents or  s tep-pafent ;  in  other .s  lo  r r l r r . . ica l  or ,
menta l  l rant l icap of  t l le  ch i ld :  in  -a_Te* to srrecessfu l  ar l j r rs tdent  1rr .e-
1gugly in a foster home. rn addition to these were several oicler
chilclren t'ho rvere rnarriecl and naintaining theil orrn homes or rvho
rvere rrorking and boarding arvay from honre.

CHILDREN WHOSE IIOTI{ERS }IARRIED T.HE FATHERS

Legitiniation of chilclren born out of rveciiock bv subseouent inter-
mln'iase r,f t l ieir palents n-,t l i  acknorrledgrnent o{ the .Lil, l  by th"
fattter ha,s bsqn proviclecl for in all t\e Stites of the l lnitecl States.,' Ihc m^nrt ' t lge of  nnrerr ts  t loes not  a l i r i rvs l ) ro\ -c  a snt is{actor t ,  so l  u_
1 i , n  o f  { he  p ro l r l e r r r  o f  | r ' ov i r l i ns  c i r l c ' f , , r j  [ ! r e  c l r i ] c l  o f  i l l eg ' i t i r r r a te
btr th.  Seven of  the 23 r r rot l rers ( r 'cpresent ing ?S chi l t l r .en)  

*nr l l r . ie t l

after court action harl been :trrited'to cstabilsrr p,rterrritr, 'or-rrncler
p l ' ess r r re  o f  a  I r r b l i c  r l ePn r tn re r r t  c l r a r . ged  n - i t l r  t l r e  

" r . "  o i  t l r e , r . l r i l c l .
. | ( , l l r  o t  t l tcse selon r r rar^r i_ag"s \vcr . r ,  e l lcr f lc tcr ized as st reeessfu l ;  t l re
other three as unsuccessfrrl.-the nrothels latcr clir-orcinE the fatirers.'Ihilteen of the 1{i mnrriages contip.ct_ecl r-oiuntarily .r&" .i,...r=iui.
The fatlier's attitucie torvai'd tlie ciiilcl rvas far-olable in all but four
rnarriages. r-n.trro rrf these the 1'rr, 'ents never. l ir-ecl togethlr aftcr
rnan'iage. ancl in anoihel thcle hirt l all 'avs been rnuch Tamilv fric-

i  I l l i l q l l j l l r  l N u  s i  p : r l . t l i o n s  b p c t l s e  o f  b j g r n r o u s  u r a r . r j r r g p s .

n*,iilff"'i.i.'ll ,r;'liiiT."f.l lli""kf'F,ob,|"*;li;; i."": r!:''ii.?.i;gul$;], corm.rries. ,,l D'rsr
1112--28-3
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28 CITILDREN OF ILLEGITII\IATD BIRTIT

tion. The last case was a very unusual situation. The parents did
not marry until the child wis sever.al vears old. and ihe-y never
acknorvledged her as their orrn child. fn several cases, of .tuirich the
stoly of James is given as an example, the fatherts attitude ton'ard
the child ivas kindly, but the mother ivai too unstable to assume entire
care,_ and the chil{ was provided for in other types of home.

Of the 28 children who,se parents intermariied the histories of 6
are g iven:

Eophie.-Sophiets rnother, Belinda, hacl been cleaf ancl mute since
e^arly childhood. Drrring lrel pregnancy h.er: par.ents-asked-the egency
for assistance in mal<ing some plin b;' ivlrir.h't lre gir. l and her comrng
baby nright be cared fbr. arva-v from liome untii they could decidE
what  to do.  They hoped thai  sonre p lan nr ig l r t  be ma, le rvher ,eby
motler and child ioultf be kept toge.thdr Iater. 

.-

It n oulcl have meant untolcl sairifice for the family to bring the
unmarriecl mother ancl her child into the neighborhodd. where"thev
were much respectecl. They had lived in the"same house for manit
years. and tselinda's mothei had been born there. At the same tinie
the parents' love for their child never wavered, and mother and
daughter rvept together over the misfortune. The girlts character
can be described best by quoting her mother. who s"aid. ,, She was
the joy ancl happiness of'oui lives-." Her education had been receivecl
at the State institution {or the deaf, rvhere she had been taught (( lip
spdech." It rvas difficult to undersland her, thoush she rvas'intelli-
gent ancl quick to gt'asp the conversation of others. Her love for
the father of her coming child gor-erned hel lor-e for the chilcl-she
had no thought of separation.

The father of the child. a deaf-mute from birth. hacl worked at
the same place_as.the mother and hacl become acqiainted rvith her
there. He liad visited her home and had been ivelcomed bv her
parents, and he had said they would be marriecl. IIe was bdrn in
another state, where his relafir-es still lived. ]re n'as rvell educated
but hacl not learned lip speech. He left the city after he was told
i f  Br l : : , la 's  preqnancv.

A position as"n'et-irurse was founcl for Belinda in the hospital
where her baby, Sophie, was born. In the meantime pr"..ur"^*-u,
brought to bear on the prosecuting attorney's offce to biinq the man
back to the city. and this action\'as takeu finallv. Ivhe"n the de-
tect ives aru i r -et l  in  the c i ty  iv i th  thei r  charge_he' rva!  v i l l ing to nrar . ry
the girl, whom he said ]ie had alwavs toved. He wrote "a letter tb
Bel inda.  te l l ing her  that  he was eager to r ight  the wrons.  Bel inda
rvent home to her parents at once, and the yoirng couple w'ere married
the next cla\,.

The family ale now in their own home. The husband has an
excellent position as a maehinist. The maruiage is haoov. and three
othe '  ch i ldren havc bcen born.  Sophie is  n"orv 8 vears 'o lc l .  She
is normal in speech and hearing, and^so are the othei three chilclren.
The out look for  her  {uture is  promis ing.

The agency hai formal contact less-than one year, but a friendly
relation has continued bet.ween the mother and d forjmer worker.

Janes.-when this case was referred to the agency Etta was a girl
of 16 with a baby boy, James, of g monthsl e"ftu" i.u"i"E it u

-fb
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. WHOSE MOTITERS HAVE KEPT TITEIR CUSTODY 29

naternity home where the baby was born Etta had had two domestic
positions in succession, in both of ivhich she had worked for her
b-oar-d only._ In each of these homes she had liept the baby with her,
the baby's board being paid by Etta's mother, Mrs. W. Mrs. W.
was sympathetic- and rr_ill jng to do all in her power to help her
daughter- Her.husbancl, hoivever', x-as unsympathetic. Mrs.- W.'s
sister and a cousin were willing to lielp but coulci do little financially.
Etta's plan-was to boa.rd hel 5aby, to rvhom she was devoted, and io
learn a trade, as she dislilied house.rvork and as persons interested in
her felt that she'was too bright and intelligent a girl to malie it her
life worli.

Etta herself was of il legitimate birth. ancl she passed. even at the
time of_1ler applica-tio_n to the tgency, as her^mother's younger
sister. Her mother had been mariied ivhen Etta rvas 11 vuu". dl,l.
At about that time Etta's grandfather (her supposed father), fear-
ipg tlrt she might hear th--e ,story from'u.r outrid" source, t6ld her
that he rvas real-\z Ir-er grandfather and that her supllosecl si.ter wa.
her mother. After thisihe never felt that she belongdd to the family.
Later her grandfather's home was broken up. and"she went to liie
with her mother. she felt that her stepfather. rvho line*. about her
fi5th.. disliked her; and she did not iespect her mother, ri 'ho she
felt should have ackno'wledged her. shd contin'ecl to pass as her
mother:s sister.

z Etta had been a brigirt, attractive chilci, rather spoiled. She
made.a good reeor.d j"- llu g,lementary school,- and she 

'entered 
high

*lool at.the age of 18. During her seconcl vear in hiqrl sch66l
Etta had beeom-e p_regnant by a boy who rvas ah older pufiil in the
same school and who came frequently to her homc. MrJ W. was
often a.wa.v -at clubs- and lectures and" ga',te her daughter much iess
protectron than a " boy-erazy " girl with a bad inheritance needed.
Etta had decided before her-babj' was born to keep it and acknowi-
edge it, as slre .felt that so many of her own troubr& *"* aii" to her
mother's attitude toward her.

The father of the child rvas the son of a prosperous saloo' lieeper.
lris father was dead, and he ancl his brothirs ulta rirturr u""a *itr,
their widowed mothei. At 19 he was in the third vear 

"i-t 
l*n school

and-was more prominent in footba[ than in .choiaishin.- 
---

,^._'lt"X:]lng -qn aclrnorvledged that he n-as thc fatheiot the child;
but, betore court proceedings could be taken he disappeared, aicredlly lns own tamlly who for financial and religious reasbns obiected tohrs marrying E!tq. \\ 'hen he married her fhree years later he hadnever seen his child nor contributed to his suppoit.
, ShortJy after the ease \Fas referred the agency assumed guardian_

shrp of both lrtta and her chilcl James and 1"ilaced them tosEther in atoster home, ll jta to do housen'orl< for both her own ancl'the babv,s
9,9ul t. , -Uven then, howeve.r, she was interested in er.ery man and b"oyshe met and had sex relations rvith them wrren the'e "was an oppor-
ty$ty., she was separated for a time from the cnita.lr-rn" '"u.oblrged,to have two- surgical  operat ions. After this 'she studiecl
oressmaKtng. at whrch she _was r-ery successf ul. While she was learn-rng dressm?klng_ anrl working at it her baby was boarded in thecountrv wrth a Mrs. A. and Miss A., where Ettb had been before with
James.
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_A .vorrng man l r r rv ing a { r i rn i ly  h is lorv of  epi lepsy and feeble-min, l -
cc lneis  became intc lcsted in  her ,  and eren a{ ter  l t is  most  undesi rablc
ph'i'sical inheritance had been explainecl to Etta it was with dilliculty
thit stre rvrs tlissuaded from mariying him. \\rhen James rvas 3, Etta
went to a neighboring citv and there renerved her intimacv x-ith his
father. In a'ferv .""Ek, th.y .t.r" married, he being 23 rind she 18
at the time. '\bout this time a mental examinatiorr l* a psychiatrist
showed her to be of normal intelligence.

L i t t le  rvas l reard f rom t l rem unt- i l  abot t t  u  vear  r f te l  thc malr iagc,
when they returned to tlie vicinity of tlieir h"ome citv-. The-husband
'r'vorkecl steadily. earning good wages, and tlt-e couple liyeC in fur-
nished rooms. 

'The 
asenc'li continued to keep James until his parents

should establish a suit-able home for liim. Tlie ttarents desirecl to have
him, and he 'was permitted to spend a holiday ivith them occasiona-lly.
The'father reimEursed the agehcy for the support of liis child. 'I'he

couple continuecl to live together ipparently imicably for about three
veais, rvhen Etta rvas brought into court on a chalge- of adulte.ry.
She was put on six months) probation. At the end of tlie hearilg
she annorinced that she rvas suins her husband for diyorce on the
ground of cluel ancl abusi't'e treatment. He immecliately filed a closs
bill for divorce on the ground of adulterv. He began to talie more
interest in the child, rveht to see him. and asl<ecl rvhether there was
anytliing that he could do for him. Six months later a 6livslgs '$r&s

glanted to t l re  husbartd on the ground of  deser t ion, l l rc  quest ion of  thc
guardianship of  the chi ld  being le f t  open.  James remained mean-
i'hile in hisioster home with th; A.'s. After soine months the pater-
nal grandmother petitioned for the gualdianship and rvas awarded it.

Jimes has alwiys been healthy, ii'ith an unusrtally good phSaical
ancl mental development. When he was 6 he was given a mental ex-
amination, and thi. esaminer found that he r-as i child of supelior
intelligence, rvith an intelligence quotient of 127. Some of his excep-
tionai-development is doubtless dtte to the type of foster home in
which he spent his earlv years. Miss A. hacl been trainecl in kinder-
garten and l\Iontessori methods, and she taught the little bov at homo
until he was ?, rvhen he entered the third glade in a public schooL.

At present James is living in his paternal grandmother's home
ancl s&ms pelfectly happy iii tris neli en'r-ilonfrent. Etta's mother
and }{iss A both vi-"it him. His father does not li'r'e rvith him much
of tire time. bnt f lorn the cli i lcl 's leport is again l i i ' ing with Etta,
rvho has a furnishetl room and is rvorking. The littlc bov sees both
his father and his tnother frequentlv. IiIe cloes not knorv that his
motlier' 's inall iag'e n'as subsequent to l i is birth; and all his relations
with his fatl ier and rnother. as well as rvith his granclparents, have
been that of a lesit imate child. as are also his social relations outside
the farnilv. He ivill l-,e given a good erlucation and will be fittecl for
business or profes,"ional Jife.

Etta, ns -he rvas legallv marriecl to her chiid's father. has a pro-
tecteil status. She is \-ery fett4 of her chilcl and l 'ould not give him
up but is tcio unstable elei to as:rime the enti le cale rncl responsibii i ty
of rearing a child.

The agenc5' has had continuoris contact n'ith the case for eiglit
)'ears.

Sdtlneq ,tncJ Lillion.-Two chilrlren. Siclnel,- ancl Lillian, of the
same fatirer ancl mother are considered in this -qtudt'. The motlier.
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l , i r r r l i r .  l x  \ - eu t ' s  6 |11 .  xpp l i cd  t o  t he  agenc .y  t l t t l i ng  t l r e  ea l I . 1 ' l r t un ths
ot '  t i ic  t i fe  LI  rhe f i r . : r , . ' l ' l l , l .  S i , ln"v.  fo l .  l rc ip  in  f in , l ing a ! ronrc r r -Jrcre
she inight live r,vith him and wo,-kln a factol'1'-, as she llad clone before
the chilcl rvas boln.

Laul'a had little eclucation but consiclerable intclligence and ai-riiity.
She l.as living in a boarcling house. IIer father ancl a maLried sister'
wele liviirg in the same city-. She saw tllem occasionail;1, brit appar--
entlv thele \\'as no close boncl between them. ller rnothcr hacl clied
r,vheir Laura rvas a smali cliild, and the family lurd been helc1 together
fol a ferv -vears bv tire fathcr ancl then liac1 tlisintegratecl. Ltntla hacl
besun rvork at 15.

eharles, the fathcr of the bnby, made his home with his lr i l lents,
respectable n-orking people. He x'as a mac:hinist ancl earned good
*oit"y. So far 

". 
boi,ld 

^be 
lealrtecl he rras the onlv ntan l'ith lr'hom

Laura had hacl much association. ancl it seems certain that she hacl not
hacl sexual relations rvith any one escept him. For several veals he
had been paying her attention, anel they expectqd to ryar_ry. Itr a
qulrrel thEv hrrtl separatecl. After sevelal months he had conie to
lier ancl tolil her thaf lie was responsible for the pregnancy of another
girl but that he lovecl Laura and still lvished to marry her' L&ru'it
iefused his advances and insistecl that he man'Y the other girl lior
wliose coming cliild he lvas responsible. IIe clid so. 'I'he child dicl

-  not  come to ter ln .  an,J the couplc d id not  l ive toget l rcr .-  
The re  \ vas  no  a t t emp t  on  l i t c  pa l t  o f  e i t he r ' Laum o r  Cha r l e : .  t o

conceal the fact thev rvere r-ery much in love rvith each other. In
a signed contlact in x.hich lie acknowleclged paternity he readlly
agreed to supirort the baby ancl to make the pavtrtents through the
agency.-Laura 

and the child, SidneJ', \rel'e placed in a boarding horne. and
Laura lesumecl lier emplornrent as a factory operative. at 'rhich she
made excellent wages. 'I'hough all possible persuasion rvas used by
the agency to inddce her to break ofi the association rvith Charles,
and though he, too, rvas urged to -see the injustice to Laura and to his
wife, they continued to meet. Charles was devoted to the babv. and
he visited the boarcling home, brrt he promised the agencv ri 'r, l ' l ier
that he would Eo there"onlv in'the nroth^er's absence.

\\rhen the baby, Sidney, was nearly 2 )'eats old Laura disappeared.
The boarding -bth"t insistecl on keeping Sidnev 'without corttp"n.a-
tion, saying Thut rh" had often protdised his pirents that he ivould
al'ways havte a home with her. Naturally it n'as supposed that -.he
*o. itr the confidence of the narents ancl ihat thel r-islited the chitcl.
After several months Laura called at the ageiicl: oflice, lool<ing far
from n'ell. She evaclecl all queries as to t hele slie n'as living. 

' 
Ser-

eral weeks later the agency rvorker, in dealing rvith another case,
found her by accident in a rniserabie attic loom, rvitir a second baby,
Lillian. She hacl been living rvith Charles, rvho was drinking heaviiy
an,1 n'or.king irlegularly. Laura was supplernenting their income by
doing purt-iirne ?omeitic rrork. The 6riby was b-eing nursecl anil
was in excellent condition.

Tllura rras induced to lear.e, this home and to stay for a rvliile in
another of tlie agency's boalding hornes with the baby. I\rhen the
baby no longer lequiled nursing Laura leturned to tlie boarding
home ancl resirmed inctorv work." She tlien rvent into domestic -"elri
ice. keeping the brlry l- ith ]rer'. Ciralles hari agreecl rri l l ingly to

-I-
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support t-he second child by payments made through the agency, as
with the first child. Ife was very careless about his pavments foi the
children, and the mother seemed to be changing her aftitude toward
him.

Laura was a faithful mother. She would se'lv and do laundry
work until late at night after l-orking all day. and she kept both
children rvell and attrlctir.elv clothed. 

-Sidnev 
bontinued to li.ve rvith

the boarding mother who had kept him from"the first; but under no
circumstances would Laura relinduish her claim to hirir. and she vis-
ited him often. Her father and sister she seldom sriw. and thev
would not do anything for her nnless she would gir-e rrp the chiltl len.

Eren though-Sidney le-ceiyed free care from tlre hrst boarcling
mother and though some little assistance rvas given bv the agency,
the burden becarne too great for the mother. and"she decidea to"malid
their father responsibie for their support. throush court order.
Li l l ian was t l ren neal ly 2 years old 

-aird 
Sidnev 4. Chrr les was

indicted and ri-as ordeied tb pay g3 a week foi each of the two
children.

Abou.t a year after this Laura met an older woman of very bad
reputation, who introducecl her to men of means and education-
contacts that she had not had hitherto. She rvent out repeatedly
on parties with this woman and her friends and when Lillian was "B
years old gave birth to a thirti child. Tliis mattcr came to the atten-
tion of the ageney through the attornev for the father of the third
baby, rvhom the mother had lrarl arresteil. -\frer a preliminarv hear-
ing Jhp man paid the mother 9600. though he ivas unwiliing to
admit that he rus the father of the chilcl r he hacl borne other expenses
amounting to nearly $200. The man's atrornev hati sought thti serv-
ices of t-he agency partly a,s a protection for li is client and partly to
insure that the money paid would be used for the child.

The third child 'was placed in the boarcling home ivith the mother
and Lill ian. No one associated with the-mother ever suggested
removing any of her children from hel car.e.

All tliis time Laura had been livins in the asenev's boardinq
home. The boarding mother had not sir-en the asEncf anv hint oT
Laura's conduct, of her long absences from homeiate at riieht and
al l  day <- 'n Srrndays. This kind of conduct was new to herl  as her
life hid been entiiely centered in her children. It was learned that
the man responsible" for the third baby hatl frequently entertained
her. rvith tlie olcler Noman and anotlier nan, in'his liarents,home
while the family were out of tox'n for the summer.

Throughout these experiences the mother l,as extremely ashamed
of her conduct and appirently ryas grateful for the assistance of the
agency. Tlie father of her tilird child had siven her monev for an
abort ion, rvhiclr  she refused io hale performetl ,  snyjng thal  j t  was
a sin to take t l re l i fe of an rrnboln cl i i l , l .  She had"kept t l re monev
and used it for the nen' baby.

About a t 'eal  af ter t l re coult  sett lement r .egardins the third chi ld
the ent ire ia,se r-as tmnsferred (exr.et i t  {or-a fr ie"ndlr  interest on
the part of tlre agency's rvorkers) to'a court l 'orker who handled
the ntoney paid bv Charle,s, the failier of the first t.w'o chilclren. This
-wor\er r,vas particularly interested in the mother and had assisted
her in llqny \rays. anci she norv asked to be permitted to take full
resnonsibi l i tv for t l re case.
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The first agencv had. no further information until recently, when
inouirv revea'ied that thn mother had livecl rvith another man five
ye,irs ago and had given birth to twins. She had been seen by a psy-
chiatrisl, who said that no formal mental examination was necessary.
as he beiieved her to be of normal mentalitv. She brought the twins
to live in the boardins home with Lillian- and the thiid chilil. Atl
this time Charles had paid, fairlv regularlv, for the support of
Sidney and Lill ian. Tha mother hid drawn a fixed amount monthly
from ihe money belonging to the third clrild, and she and f-our of
her children coirtinuedlo iive in the boardins home, the thircl home
she had lived in. The boardinE mother waJof excellent character I
her home was comfortable. thliush none too well kept' She was
extremelv kind. and she made a Eleat efiort to eive the mother and
her chikiren a real home. She was impressed by Laura's devotion
to her children and bv the readiness with which she would mal<e any
personal sacrifice foi them. Sidnev had remained 'with the first
boarding mother, according to the plan made years before.^

tr'ive iears aso the wife" of Chailes, the faiher of the first two
children", died:-and two years later he married Laura. The'r left
Sidney in tiis foster homel The other four children are with Laura
in her husband's home. The family appears to be happv. Charles
supports the household, and the chijdran are well cared f-or by their
m6ther. The court worker is in close touch with the family and
visits them, as a real friendship has been maintained between her and
the mothei, who is friendlv wittr the original, agency worker.-also,
sending her messages from"time to time..'The t6ree"older children
have made normaf progress in school; the twins are too young to
Eo to school..- 

The final renort from the court worker saYS. t( The mother is still
verv attractive. She dresses eonservatively'and keeps her children
weli dressed. The children apparently 

'know 
nofhing of their

mother's [former] promiscuous- l-ife and are very happy in their
home."

The agency kept in contact with the case for five y-ears con-
iinuousli; th"en it 

-was 
transferrecl to the court worker, who has main-

tained ci,ritact to the present time.

Alenattder.-Alexaniler was born s'ithin 24 hours after his mother,
Constance. had entered a private maternitv home. expecting to be
confined a month later. She gave the maternitv-home worker a
\\,rons name and other misinforilation about herself, rvishing to con-
ceal her identity, as she felt disgraced by her illegitimate pregnancy.
She said tliat slle had no nea" rblutit'es iiving, bu-t it was found later
that she had several. including two sisters who had stood by her
when the.y learned of her trouble.

Constance was 20 vears old. After finishing high sc!,ool she had
taken a trro-r'ear co,ttse at the nurses' traininE ichool of a large
hosnital in thb citv where she had alwaYs lived. a"nd after graduation
she'was employed in tHis hospital. About a 5'6ar before h-e-r gradua-
tion her uoient. had died within a ferv weelrs of each othei' Iler
father had been a laborer employed by the city.

The father o{ the child n as^ a medicirl student, 25 years old. who was
sen ing as interne at the hospital where Constance rvas employed.
She 'wis in love with him, but he cared nothing for her.

-  - F , . -
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Constance intendecl to keep the baby rvith her, and the agency,
rrhose policy it was to favor keeping mother and cliilcl togetlier
l-hener,er possible, assisted her in cloing this.

'\ month aftel her confinernent Constance took the baby. ,11.t-
ancler'. to the home of a friend rviro knen' her circumstanccs. llean-
rviijle the agency rvas exerting its influence to bring about a man'iege
betrveen Coirst.lnce ancl the iirthet of her chilcl. airci when the cliii-d
'rvas 2 montlis old tlie rnarriage tock piace. Tire man had consented
to the marriage to legitimtrtize the ciiild only on conditiol that he
rrotLlcl not be expectecl to iivc witli the mother. Fronr tirne to tirne
he contribnted sinall sums of moneJr towarcl the child's sunport, but
he shorvetl no other interest in him br the mother.

Soon a{ter the marriage Constance founcl emnlovrnent as a nrrrse
antl rrent to live with h-er sister'. placing Alexinder. in a boarding
horne. Tlvo 1'ears later she obtained a clivorce. n-hich rras not
contested.

For six veals these arl 'angements continued. During these six
Iears ( 'onstance constant lv  reglet ted rhat  she corr l r l  not  l t ive her  bov
v'ith lier'. She rvrote. " ft- just kills me to so ancl see little Alexandei.
I know he is gettin_g'the b"est of care and'is happy, but he is getting
away from rne. Yery -soon I rrill mean no more to him than a
stranger." She finally took him to lir.e rvith her and her sister; and
the boarding mother, rrho lorecl the boy as though he rvere her on'n
son. r 'as bloken-hearted.

About this time Alexander became curious about his father and
asked many questions about him. Later he rvrote letters to the
father', witl ihe mother's encouragement, but never received an
answer.

When Alexander was 8 years old Constance married again. Her
husband accepted the child. and the family of three moved.1o another
sectiorr of the country. It is not known whether tlte stepfather
adoptecl the child. Cbnstance has alwavs Ioved her boy. ancl now
that her life is happier she is glad that she rvas able to ke6f him .rvith

,h*T. She supported herself 
"and 

him throughout the eiglit years
uerole het  second marrrage.

I l rc  agene; ' l ra t l  aborr t  s jx  p 'gary 'con_t inuous contact  wi th the case,
and one of its ex-'workers had informal contact for trvo years longer.

. Benjanti,n -Carrie, a foreign-born girl of 28, the mother of Ben-
jamin, rvas the daughter of alouple ri'ho rvere in fairlv comfortable
circurnstances. They owned a Er6cerv store and wele irell knorvn in
the communitv. The girl ryas devoted to her parents. and she could
not bear to teii thern,ol her pregnancy, so she'applied io. rtt.tt"r to
a maternity horne. fn her natir-e country Carrie hacl received an
elementarr'-school education. She rvas a good-natured gir.l, healthv
and inteli ieent, and she hacl a refinerl -uln.r.r. Str..n3ri*.1 ;; th;
millinery trade and nas cornpetent at it, and she also helpecl her
parents in the grocery store.

The father of the chiid had been a schoolmate of Carrie,s in their
nat ive country,  and l  verr .  a f ter  she carnc to t l re  L n i tec l  States he
fo l lon-ecl  her  l ic re and 

- r rent  
to  l ive in  l rer  parents '  home. - \b that

tirnc the rnan \\ras not yet in a position to fraruy, as he rvas still an
lpprent ice at  h is  t rade,  mi l l inery,  brr t  the young couple l ler ( , ( ,on-
sii leled engaged b;' their, fr iends hnd bv the"girl 'J pardnts. Though
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carrie hacl been vet'y much in love with this man 'w,hen they wele in

n"rop., she began tb groiv cold toward him after they came to tliis

country.
A $."orker at the maternity home told carrie's palents that_she was

beins cared. for at the home. and thev \Yent to see her and took a
kindTv attitude torrarcl her. Carrie hacl planned to keep the baby
but n6t to marry tire man. Howe'er, her parents rve.e ansio-us that
she shoulcl be rdinstatecl in the cornmunityf ald accordi,n*lyshe con-
sented to marry the man. The marriage.took place when the baby,
Ben iam in .  was  5  n ron ths  o id .- 

a;;;i" ottd h.t husbancl and baby rvent to live with Carrie's
parents, as the husband rvas not eat"nt3-g enough nrone)' to enable

itrem td start a home of their orrn. They remained there set eral
years,  brr t  they 1 lere not  happy together .  

' lhe_older  cotrp le r rere
titta io them. but Carrie did ir6i lo'e her husband; and although he

loved her he n'as quanelsome.
During these ye?rrs thev had gar3d eng-righ money to buy a grocerY

store of lheir own, and they left the child's, qrandparents an-clse-t.up
housekeeping. Carrie helped her husbancl' in the stole' Working
tosether ieeired to accentuiate the incompatibility of the couple. and
thev oual le led a sood deal .

-{ft'er. about se.r-en vears of married life Carrie and her husband
seDaratecl. and she anh Benjamin rvent back to l ive rvith her parents,
rufro u.u d'evoted to them. ihis arr".rgement has continued for about
two ancl one-half years. Carrie is cloing rrell financiullv as agent for
a serving-machin6 company, and she..is highiS- r 'espected in her

communrtY.
The husband. who had sone to liye in another citv rvhen the home

was broken up, has returned to the cit\- $'here Carlie l i les. I{e is
still fond of her. but she is against a reconciliation. for she believes
that it is imposdible for theni to live harrnonio_1sl..l'. _The fact that
she has such'a good home with her parents undoubtecily contributes
to her attitude.

fn" tuth"" sees Beniamin occasionally. The boy is no'w 10 years oid.

ancl is in the second lialf of the fourtli grade at school. He attends
religious-instruction clas,"es after day-ichool hours and also takes
violin lessons. Carrie ancl her parents are devoted to Benjamin and

rr lan to g ive h i t r r  a  col lege educat ior t .^ 
The a-gett.y had contact for 10 1'ears interrnittently.

CHILDREN WHOSE MOTHERS MARRIED OTHER MEN

one hundrecl ancl trventv-thr.ee nothers, r'eplesenting 128 children,
mailiecl men other than tire fathers of tireir chil,lren, and 3 of these
mothers marriecl both the fnthers and othcr men. on the $'hole the
maioritv of these marriages might be charactcrizecl as sgccessful'
OniY thi 'ee of tbe historiesilefinitelv stated that the stepfather of the
chilil knew nothine abo't the chiicl's parentage. The basic.uncler-
standins of the trrith betl-een tlie rnotlier ancl ihe stepfather in most *

of the fr 'aruiages l-as probrbll one.of the tersons for the happy rela-
t ionsl t ip  of  the stepfa iher  and the c l r i l r l .

In onlr'20 of th6 128 cases in r'hich the mother had marriecl a man
other th-an the father of her cbild was the step-irarentnl horne not
being maintained, and in a number of instance.; \ ' l iete the cli i lcl was
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not living in the home the relationship of the child and the stepfather
was a happy one. A child who is not taken into the mother's home
at the beginning of her married life orwho for several years has
lived in a-relatiie's home or foster home rarelv attains a stions feel-
ing of family unity or security even though ihe stepfather mlay be
kiidlv.

Alfhoueh some of these children did not live in their mothers'
homes continuously. and others rvere not satisfactorilv adiusted in
their stepfathers' hbmes, the maiority of them lvere affoided the bene-
fits of a family home and normal adjustment in the community by the
marriage of the mothers.

Many of the stepfathers accepted the children into their homes, and
some of them gave the children the added assurance of permanence
in their familv relationship bv adoptins them. Fourteen of the t28
children whoJe mothers mirried men o"ther than the fathers of the
children were legally adopted by their stepfathers. Three other step-
fathers who haclbe6n marriedio the mothers o{ the children only-a
few years when the histories were written \vere planning, as was
Dick's stepfather (p. 38), to adopt the children legally. When legal
adoption 6ccurred'il wa's'usually on the suggestioi of the men thdm-
selr"es ancl for the protection oi the childie-n, although the story of
George (p. 59) indicates that in this case at least there existed another
less altruistic motive.
Efrect of early and of late marriage of mothers.

The earlv adiustment of the child when the mother marries dur-
ing the uuily y"uars of the child's life is illustrated by the story of
Emih'. The case of Nina (p. 39) suggests some of the misgivings
that a motirer has who undertakes td-bring into the step-p'arent"al
home a child who has been left in a boarding home for many years.

Em,i'Iy.-F'mily's mother, Nathalie, 17 years old, had been referred
to the 

"agun"y 
during pregnancy bv a "maternity home. She was

entirely i.ith"out funds.- H"er immec{iate needs were met by the ma-
ternitl: l iome, where she was not required to pav anv of heriexpenses.
Ifer irother was able to qive a l itt le assistanci biproviding^a {ew
articles for the girl and so-me clothing for the coming baby. a.t that
time the girl's pian was to give up her baby for adoption- at birth or
as soon thereafter as possible. Her mother approved of this plan.

Natlralie was one oT a family of four childr-en that hatl been sepa-
rated in early chilclhood when their father divorced their mother,
charging her-with unfaithfulness. The court had gir-en the father
the custodv of the one son and two of the dauEhters, Ieaving to the
mother one claushter who v-as an imbecile and uiable to walli.- After
several years t[e three children who were in the father's custody
were taktn from him on account of neglect and rvere placed in famiiy
homes. one of thern, Nathalie, in the home of a married cousin, n'ho
was addicted to the use of drugs ancl whose grown son \\r&s feeble-

, minded.
At an early age Nathalie hatl been employed in a cheap caldy

shop at low ll;ages. Slie had sperit very little time in school, but_her
fatlier. a 'well-edncated man, had taken her and her sister from place
to 1,I:rce n-ith him on hjs journeys as a _civil engineer and he had
taugtt them to some extent. Altirough Nathalie Iacked formal eilu-
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cation, she had excellent command of Enelish and had read. consid-
erabiy and she wrote a fair letter in goodlandwriting. She seemed
unusually inteiligent I no mental examination was made. After she
had been placecl in the cousin's home she had come into contact with
her mother.

There was no information as to the father of the chilcl. It seemed
clear that the feeble-minded cousin was not the father, though
Nathalie's mother thousht he .was.

- Breast. feeding rvas i-nsisted on in the hospital where Emily was
boln and also in the rnaternitv home wher6 the mother and" babv
went for after-care. This pro6ably influencecl the giri to keep he"r
child.

Considerable time was requirecl to prepare Nathalie to take a posi-
tion with her baby. She ciecided to co 

^into 
a familv home. at ieast

while nursing the"baby. A home in'a large town was selected, the
family consisting of a-man ancl his wife. 

'The 
wife wanted a com-

panion ancl Nathalie's refinement ancl attractiveness made a strong
appeal to her. The girl was happy in this household; but it became
necessary for business reasons for the family to leave this location
and they moved to the country. When they had been living in the
ne'w home a short time the worker from the agency visited Nathalie
ancl her child. Both rrere in excellent physical condition and the
relation between them and the family was all that could be desired.
Ilolvever. the loneliness of tire situation, together with other features,
decided the worker to suggest a change, whicli was soon made.

The mother ancl chilcl returned to the citv and 'were placed in a
boarding home with a Mrs. Roe. The baby had been weaned by this
time and so a new type of occupation was sought for the mother.
A position as attendant in the reception room of a large corporation
was obtainecl for Nathalie at a salary ample to provide for her and
the baby. Her contacts at this place were desirable. With a little
help, made possible by the manager of the business. Nathalie soon
learnecl to filI the position creditablv. She accepted responsibility
well and her development was gratifying. I{er true status was
knorvn to her employer and to the Roes. With all. others Nathalie
assumed the status of a widow.

After two years in this position, living a normal home life with
the Roes ancl associatins l'ith her mother and her brother (he htd
been loeated by the asency atter a separat ion of sorne vears),  Nathal ie
married the s6n of the bbardine mbthe.. Richard Rbe. an'unsettled
youth earning a small salarv. 

-Emily. 
rras then nearly 3 years old.

l' ive children have been born of this marliage. The house has
not been kept rvell, and the family has moved frequently. Nathalie
has sholvn poor juclgment in expending money for attractive but
unnecessary furniture. Several tinres she Iias bought expensive
articles on the installrnent plan, only to lose them after a considerable
sum had been naicl because she conld not meet the pavments. This
same experienc^e rvas unclergone in the attempted purthase of a house.
Nathaliets mother, who has malriecl again, has been a steadyinq
influence on the family, a source of strength and of financial help,
thoush her means are limited. Assistance has been gir,'en also bv the
husbind's mother. llelief has been given sevelal tJnres by a docial
agenc.v. Emily has done wel l  in school,  though clur ing hel ear ly

.L-
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sSh.ool 1'ears her attendance rvas much interruptecr by unsettleil con-
ditions in the home.

, .f]r 
tlr" light of the family history and of Nathalie,s irresponsi_

,Jrlrty rn some matters a mental examination seemed clesirable, but
i t  rvas not  pract icable.

_ ,\fter nine years the famil5r mor-ed into their plesent home, where
they have l iver l  for  nea. l ; '  1 f i ree lears.  This hds been thei r  rongcst
I t " i . i l .  one- locat ion.  ond th is  hd; ;  g ives promise of  permanenc.y.
condi t ions hare great ly  _ improved.  

t -Enr i l r l 's  
s te | fat r re i  receives 'a

bet ter  sa larv than h.e had been recei ' lng.  anr l  l rc  l ras been ent i re ly
st - rp1 ,or t ing ' the fanr i l r ' .  Err r i l .v  has the same sratus ant l  the same
p_11c9 in the affeetions of i ier step{ather antl l i is relatives as the other
children liave. The children are all healthv and attractive. The
atmosphere of the home is a happv one. riith reallv affectionate
farnilv t ies. Emilv is athletic. and^she rnd her stepfather are com-
panionable.  enjoy ing swinrnr ing aud other  spor ts  iogether .  The
molher  is  erat i f ied i iv  th is  associ r t ion because'her  hor iseholc l  dut ies
prevent her from going out rvith her husband as much as she would
like to. I{is er-en disposition and real affection for his wife and for
all the children have^cloul ,t less rnacle possible the holding together
of  the honre throrrch i ts  mrnt '  c l ises.

Emily has not learned the truth about her birth. She believes that
her  s tepfather  is  her  father .  (Nathal ie  ner-er  to l r l  t l re  agency r ro lker
who the {ather  was.)  The srr t lden reunion of  her  mot l re i  l . i th  a
brother and sister after 5'ears of sepalation (Nathaliets sister. orr
rSaghjng her majority, p_romptly-loc,qted her pebple). the knowleclge
that her maternal grantlmother is divorcecl ancl remarried. and her
mother's marriage constitute a combination of circumstances that
might have distuibed the child. That it ha-s ne1 done so nay be due
to the affection she has had flom so nlany llersons. She hal ahvavs
had the influence of two well-established. secure homes. that 6f
Nathaliets mother and that of the husbancl,s mother. both'of rrhom
lor-e t l re  cbi ld .  ( I t  rv i l l  be r .ememberct l  t l ra t  rhe husl - ,anr l  l 'as l i rc  son
of a boarding mother witir t 'hom Nathalie and Emilv hacl l ir-ed.)
An inf l r rence of  pract !eal  re l ig ion per . r 'ac les l l te  la t tcr  honre.  t l i ic f r
has carr ied over  io  sonre estent  to ' t l rc  son's  l ronre.  Iorv l .e l l  or -er
1!  J- .qt .  .o f  .  age,  ln  I r ig l r  se l rool .  Ern i lv  seerrrs  l rappi lv  adj r r . te , l .
Na tha l i o  Le l i e r : es  t ha t  s i r e  r ' i l I  r r o t  as l i  i r r l t l r c r ' , r ' , . = i  i on i  abo i r t  hc r
antecedents. Pxcept for the possibil i ty of having-to lerre school and
go to rvo_r'k before completing-lrigh schbol the pro-spects for. tire firture
are good. Her position jn hei st.hool and bthei relationsliips are
i t  Scl  t l 'er l .

I ieeont lv  I i rn i lp '  rvanter l  to  go to r ror l< in  or . r ier  io  l r r r r - , .  ' ,  s i lk  s to,  k-
i ngs  un , l  a  f u r  coa t .  l i ke  o t l r e r . g i r . l - . "  ' l ' l r e  

r r ro t l r e r ,  l us  a ia rmo , l  u t
t l re  t i ior rght  of  applv ing fo l  an enrPlo. r -nrent  perrn i t  Lrr .cx l lss of  the
qrrest ions t l ra t  nould haf-e to l re anstveier l  rs  to  the g i r l 's  parent i rge.
I'he stettftrther has insistecl that she rcmain in scliool.

The rnother has alrrar-s been giad that she kept Emilv.
"Xhe agency had continuous iontact l-ith th-e case fo. fir-e vears.

Illom the tirne this contact ceased until the present a friendlv .r:isitor
ha:-. beern in close touch rvith the mother and ch;td.

It i.A'.-Tlic*'s rno{her. }loll ie, e 1g-yeur-o1,1 gir. l of foreiqn birth
crr r l , lor -nr1 in  a factorr -  as {orcu 'omrn o{  i r  t lcpar tment ,  rvas ' r 'e fcr r .ed
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during her pregnancy to the agency reporting the case, by a social
n'or'ker connected lyith the factorv. She had come to the United
Statcs 'n'hen 3 years old and haci attended the elementary scliool,
completing the iixtli grade.

Ihe father of her coming child had planned that they rvould go
to another city ancl be marlied. Ilollie told her family of the plans,
and her father gar.e lier $75. The day they n.ere to leave the man
refused to go. siying that lie would join hei later. ller father took
her to another city_and p]-aced hel with a family he knew. The
young man wrote to her .  le l l ing her  to arrange for  her  conf inement  jn-n 

noipitai and aftern-artls to place the child somervhere and retl lrn
home. These plans 'were not carriecl out. She had now no plans for
the future, buf she did not consider giving up the babS'. Her family
rvas still friendlv and svmnathetic.

The father of the chilcl-was a vouth of little intellisence. an un-
skilled mechanic. He had complet"ed the {ifth grade in tiie eleirentary
school. He hacl been }{ollie's-chilclhood playmate and later her ac-
cepted lgver, r hom she expected to marry. IIe rvas an onlv child,
and he lived with his parents. His charaiter. may be judgeci by his
complete failure of tire giri at this critical time. Later he was
ordered by_a court to,pay.$12 a month, after all attempts at private
set t lement  had proved f ru i t less.

After the birth of the baby, Dick, Ilollie and he iived with her
p3r.g1ts, and th_e little fellow.made a place for himself in the family.
Moll ie returned to her position in the factory and continued to l ive
at home until Dicl< rvas 2 yeals old. 'lvhen she'married.

Mollie has been married six years. Dick is now in the second grade
at school, and he is a healthy, norrnal child. It is unlikelv that he
l'ill ever'knol' of his iileeitimate birth. as his stepfather ihtends to
adopt him legally. This itep was decidi:d on whei the child entered
school and his bilth certificatd n'as called for. GettinE this certifi-
cate-brought out the truth about Dick's birth, and this 

-disturbed 
his

mother to such an extent that her husband clecided on the adoption
to avoid a repetition of this unhappv incident in the future, i,vhen
al emplgyment certificate mav be r^e{riired. The boy alreadv goes by
the stetrfather's name.

It is interesting to note that tire bov spencls more time .lvith the
parents^of his stepfather than with his miternal grandparents.

The father of Dick married another woman, niho foirnd it neces-
sary_to seek court assistance in obtaining snppolt for herself and two
chilclren.

Th^e agency had contact l-ith the case for three years continuousl;',
and fir'e-yeais of informal contact througii a form"er l,orker.

.1y' ' i iza.-Nina.2 vears old at t l ie t ime th..u.u.nas referreil to the
agency, had been for about a vear ancl a half in a boardins liome in
the suburbs, .in the vicinity oi a hospital rrhere her mothEr., I:[elen"
was . i n  l r a i n i ng  1o  be  a  n i r r se .  A t  i h i s  i i n re  lTe len  ha , l  . i  r r i t  g i  r cn
uP th is  t ru in ing coursc on account  of  d i f f icu l t *  l ' i th  her  superv isor ' .
She nol  noeded help in  f ind inq rvor .k  and in Dlaeins Ninn in  a
boarding \o-q i l_the cirl ' . Helen toid the ageniv woiker tl iat the
father of the chilcl 'rva,s a'ferv-l-ears older thai'she, a close friencl of
one of her brothers. He and Helen had grol'n up together.. They
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were,not engqge-d. -she had seen the man only tr,vice since she hacl
left home and she had nassed him on the street .rvilhout speaking.
This was in her home to'r'n, during two of her occasion'ur .,oi.it"
there.

Helen s'as al) attractive girl of 22 s'ho, during her pregnancv.
had come from a small rorvnfo the city to conceaI I'Er cond'itio? f,,or'ri
her_ family. _She had a good reputation in her home town. and she
hact rntended to placo the chi ld in an inst i tut ion or a family home
and to return to her home and resume her place in the community,
telling no one of the child. This plan ha^d been clefeated bv the
maternity home's polic.y of inr-estigating .esources amons the ciritd's
relatives-; gle _of the stafr had written Io Helen's pot.ris teiling of
the b.aby's birth. The parents did not ans\yer this l6tter, nor a seiond
one, but.they wrote to Helen, telling her to plaee the biby for adop-
tion and to come hom.e. They said-they wduld not accept the chiid
nor assist the mother in carins for her. "

^ Helen did not go home (ilthough later she visited her parents
trom trme to time, concealing the existenee of the child frbm her
younger brothers ani sisters). Jlu maternity home had a policv of
insisting on breast feeding,'so Helen remain6d with the uduv rintit
she could wean her safely. she then cntered upon the norr"si train-
ing_ course mentioned pieviously. while in tiainine she ineurred
little-expense._ and by rlgid econbmy she was able to lay the child,s
board and other expenses, but she- had not been abie io save any
money. In her home town she had been a teacher: but as she hah
not,had a complete teacher's _training course she could not get a
teaching posit ion in the ci ty.  Now, wlren the I i t t le gir . l  rvas 2 year.s
old the mother frankJy bldmed the home antl stil l irishe,l thai she
had.given up the baby. IIer reason as given by herself was that it
would have been better for Nina; but lier attiiude in certain wavs
indicated that she n-ould prefer nor ro har-e the'esponsibi l i t .y 6f
providing for her'. Ne'ertheless she was a faithful mbther. atrh ao
affectionate rehtion existed between he' anrI her tlau_-hter. As
Trelen's intention to keep h-er family f.onr knowing about the baby
had been frustrated she had no othei reason for giv-ins up the chilj.
Besides, she said that she n'ould not ha'e done" so a"ftei the child
had come to know her, on account of the bad result this might have
for Nina.

When the case was_referred to*the ?gency, the plan of boarding
care for the child had been in efrect for m-urirv m6nths. and so thE
lgency arlvised eontinBan-ee of this pJan and placerl Niira in one of
its boarding homes. r{elen registeied as an undergraduate nurse
and took cases. She was successful in this work I 

'and 
u.hen she

was emqloyed her earnings were aclequate to pay her expenses and.
those of her daughter, but her woik was noi continuous. She
developed a condition that required hospital care. Two surgical
operations n'ere performed. Afler.six ;'ears.she.was obliged to grve
up nursrng. Dne tnen took a ctencal posl l lon rn a town near the
l1o.*9. of her ,parents. She wa. unable-to pay the child,s boarcl at
thrs time, and the agency paid it.

Nina ivas a rer! atlracrir-e child. so briglrt as to be almost
precocious, and she caused manv ploblems for t-he boardinE mothers.
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The record of the boarding homes is no lonser available: but it is
known that the child was 

-destructive 
at timei. and that Ereat cliffi-

culty was found in the selection of a suitable boardin? mother.
Un_de1 the.g_uidance of a psychiatrist the troubles were-coruected,
and the chil-d remained in her last boardine home for several vears
with satisfaction to the boarding mother i-nd to the asencv. " She
was happy here, but she alwavs-preferred to be rvith'her"mother
rather than in the care of any othbr person (it was Helen,s custom
when she rv-as not on a case io stay in the boarding home with the
child). Nina had bcen told that }ier father had dii id'rvhen she was
a baby. The boarding mothers had asked no questions. The child
was accepted rvithout question bv other children jn the neichborhoocl
in n-hich she lir-ed and in schbol. Nina had no associa-tion with
any friends of her rnother's; Helen hacl no close friends in the citv.

Nina rvas lery ner 'ous.  and she contracted pract ica l lv  a[  t ] ie
usual  ' '  ch i ldren 's  d iseases."  These made i rer  los 'e much t ime f rom
school and retarded her plogress. rrel naturally keen mind enabled
her to retrie'e some of lier loss. Her rnother ai one time had prans
f-or placing her in a supe.ior school-an endon-ed institutionl-but
the chi ld ' rvas bar led b. r -  her  i l leg i t imate b i l th .  rhousl r  t l re  ur .es i t l t ,n t
of  the board of  t rusteei  was inter : 'ested in  obta i r r ina.he 'a,hni - -s ion.

When Nina rvas I )-gar_s olcl (she l as still tir-ing in a boarding
hgme) her 'rotiier mai'ried a steady, refined man, a ii<ittea rirechaniff
ahout trvo yea.s younger than Hrilen. He had-been told all about
Nrna,  and l re n 'as qui te wi l l ing to accept  her  as h is  chi td;  so a J-ear
af ter  the.marr iage,  soon af te i the b i r t i r  o f  a babv,  Nina ' rvas raken
to Helen 's  nen-houre by the agency n 'orker  rv l ro ' l iad kno*-n Helen
ancl  ̂ \ ina-sinee they weie first referi 'ed to the agencv. The clri lcl was
overjoyed that she could now live with her mother. She had been
rnuch hurt by her nrother's failure to visit her for two vears. To tlre
boarding motlrer she had confided her belief that 6er motlrer. rro
longer rvanted irer, since she had a husband to love. The nerv liome
l-as a comfortabie. attractive house in a mountain town. Nina rras
received rrith afieit ion bv her stepfather. Helen had told-her lurs-
band's relati'es that Nina's mothbr \ras a cousin rvho had diecl at
the time of the chilcl 's birth. and that her fatl ier hacl died a l itt le
Iater :  that  _she. ,  because of  her  r levot ion to t lns corrs in,  hacl  looked
after t l ie child. using the money that the father had'left for.the
pur'l)ose. Helen expi'essed to the worker her misgivinu. abo,,t huu-
i ls  { i lc  wi th her .  cs s l re fcaret l  that  suspic int t  r to i l , l  a i ise anci  c i i r r .e
the cirild sufiering.

The last information available was in letters from the l itt le girl
and her mother to the rroLker,'wrrtten during the second vear of ihe
childts residence in the nerv home. lrelen's letters gur-" tr"o r-eason to
qlrppojs-e t:liat trouble had arisen for the child; they rn'ere sitrply
friencll;' letters. Tliose from Nina told of her hairpiness in iiei
home anrl interest in lier school rrork and descr.ibecl li6i inter.ests ancl
pleasur_es. rt had been her mother's intention to place the chilcl in
a, boarrling schr,ol fls soon as slie had the rnoney to do so. she felt
that the opportunitv for the child rvould be more favorable there
l l t " l  j . r  the. lora l  publ ic  sc l rool :  t l ra i  is ,  the_re * 'oul t l  be less probabir i ty
that  the chi i t i 's  i r is tory * 'o i r ld  bc srrspecter l .  T l r is  hrd not 'been r lon6.
however, up to the receipt of the last letter. A note of thu"ks from

Provided by the Maternal and Chitd Health Library, Georgetown University



i

42 CHILDREN oF ILITEGITIMATE BInTIT

the child fol a remcrnbrance at the time of her second Christrnas .r,vith
her rnothel rvas the last contact. Helen had ceasecl to rvrite before
ll i.. \Ylien t\\-o personal notes rvere unans\yered the r'orker droppecl
the con'espoldence, in the belief that the mother thouqht it b-efter
to end contact rvith tire ag-enry. rt hacl been macle cle-ar to Helen
rvhen she took the chiltl t' hei horne that both the s'orker ancl the
agency rvould alt,ays be ready to assist in plans fol the cli i ld if the
neect  shol t ld  ever  arrse.

The ontlook fo. the cliild seerns fa,irly favor.able, though her
nrother's f l imsy story aborrt her pa'entage" m&y not be efiec?ive in
protect ing t i rem. one fa lo 'able fo int  is- rhe locat ion of  ihc i '  home.
Al lhou, 'h  i t  is  not  far  f rom the to ivn in  * -h i t .h  Helen 's  Darents l i r .e  i t
is in a location difficult of access. None of the husbanci's people live
there. the titt le q'ir ' l  herself must at some time have questioired her
status. The chilcl has a reticent nature. ancl it is pro6able tliat she
* 'oul , l  crncer l  as long_as possib le any fears or  dorrbt i  she might  have.
r t  is  h ig l r lv  improbahle l i ia t  so br ig l r r  a  chi ld  could f r i l  to  be-r f fectet l
by t l re  s to ly  o l 'her  re la i ionshi l r  to  hel  mother  as g iven bv the mothel
to relati'r'es antl others. lvhen she linen' herself to'be the 

"true 
chitd of

her  r r ruther ' .
The agencv has had contact for nine years.

Adjustment of children of unstable mothers.
The favorable outcome of the mother's retaining the custocly of her

chi ld  r r rav be at t r ibuted in  some instances io  the k indly  ar i i tude of
an rntelligont stepfather rather than to a mutual rvoi'kins out of
farurly ploblgms by the mother and the stepfather.

Most of the mothers who failed to cobperate \re.e either emo-
tionall;. unstable or of limited mental a6ilitv. several of these
mothels hrd more rhan one i l leg i t i rnate c l r i rd-bv d i f fcrent  fa ther .s .
The stabi l iz ing ef rect  of  thc nro iher 's  af iect ion {br  her  chi ld 'en,  a*
y9{l as the special consideration sho*'n the children by their step-
trrtlrers, rs brough^t crut ir the storjes on pages 42 to 4g.' l ' l re  

s to ' r -  o f  ( 'a the ' ine i l l r rs t ra ies the successfu l  de.r -e lopment  of
rr. t i_cpenrlent.rrrotl ienvhose glentest asset was deep aflection for hei.
ch i ld 'en. ,  F i , r -s t .  under thelnte l l igent  guidan.u bf  an agenry,  ancl
la ter  uncler  the st imula l ion 

: , f  a . f rapnl -  .mar. l iage she suceeisfu i ly
mainta ined a l ionrc in  spi te of  hcr . l imi ted in te l l ieEnce

Emotional instability of the mother rather tha"n lon' nentalitj. '-rrs
the problem ln _the _case of tr o'is (p, aj) 1 This storv ,rof o"r-o llro-r.
the success{ul developmq"t 9_t a satisfactory step-parental home for
the vounger child but also illustrates the iort of 

'case 
in which the

chrlcl remarns in a foster ]rome even after the rnother establishes a
satisfactory home of her orvn.

Tlie mother of Rita _(p. aii) l as cmot'jonalh' u'sr.bic r she clesertecl
he' husband and chilcl ieveral times. Duririg the motheri uu."rr."
the child was left to the ca'e of Le. stepfather:, n'ho hacl aclopied her
l-hen she was 5 years olcl.

cathertne.-L maternitv home hacl suggestecl that catherine. 10
1-cars _old, _and two younger lialf sistersl'ail three or illesiiiloiu
bi.tir. be taken from their'-rirotlicr'. Martha. an unmalriecl wo?nan of30"(another child. also of illegitimare birth. rr"d b;;ti;dili",r bta farnilv). Although Martha-n-as makins a _"truggle to tdke care
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0f her children she was not able to prol'ide them rvith food and cloth-
ing, as1ler earning ability_was small and she had no help. Tlie last
rntrn wrth rvhom she had lived had deserted her. I{er familv n'ere
antasonistic. IIer church had dropped her from membership, and
her friends irad ostracized her. I{artha was enibittered by her posi-
tion but rvas cletermined to keep her children with her and showed
marked devotion to them.

Catherine's father rras a brass molder. Martha had left her home
to live rvith him in the home of his neople. l-ho believecl them niar-
l ied. Thev l ived thus for a \-ear' 

-and 
a'half. Six months aftel

Catherine's birth he deserted and has never been heard from since.
Martha, stated that he was alcoholic. indolent, domineering, ancl abu-
s ive.  and that  she bel ier-ec l  that  he r ras sexual ly  promisc i rous n 'h i le
she lived with him.

I{artlia had attended a public school, going as far as the fourth
grade ancl leal'ing school, a1 the age of 14f to i'ork, first in a factory
and later as a servant. Accordins to her orvn statement she rvas fi.rst
misled through an unfortnnate fri-endsirip r-ith a ryonlan of question-
able character. IIer fonr children had different fathers. She lived
with one man at a time, keeping the children l'ith her, hoping ahvays
to marrl' and have a permanent houre. Examination by a psvcho-
pathic clinic shon-ecl her to be of lo'rv intelligence. The diagnosis
\yas ttsubnormal. emotional t.vpe. psl'chopathic personality.t '  The
examiner foiind her nelvous, easily up,set, apprehensive, ancl quick
to take ofrense but was able to gain her confidence and cooperation.

Unt i l  Cather jne u 'as 10 years-o ld l rer  mother  hat l  mrnaged somehow
to get along without help. But n'hen the fourth chilcl was born and
the three children then with her showed the effects of lack of care.
the hospital rvhere Martha was confined referrecl the ease to the ju-
venile court n'ith the recommenclation that the chilclren be taken from
her.

TIie psychopathic clinic recommended that for a trial period
Martha be siven a ((motherts allowance t' from the countv funcl and
that she be dstablished in a separate home ancl entrustecl with the carc
of the trvo youngest childrenl Catheline to be boarcled rvith a cousin
until it rval app"arent n-hethei the mother rvould be successful. The
allowance n-as granteil. ancl the mother rvas superr,isecl bv the clinic.
She did no work esl-sicle her orrn home. She responclecl promptly and
rvell to superr.ision. IIer recoril shows a notation as follorvs:

After one -vear's supervision the acljustmerrt has been crunplete. 'I'here has
been no lepetitioti of any of the former troubles. She keeps her home clean
and talies good care of the children. Has been thoroughly cooirerativo with
the doctors, nulses, and clinics as u-ell as the supervisor. She apparentl}' is
contented at home rvith her family; ancl uon' thrt the olde-st chilcl ha-q also bcen
given to her, she has no complaints ancl is perfectly happy. She i-q most appre-
eiative of what has beerr clone for her; the childrelr shon' goocl care. Thc family
feeling here is rery strong. The friercls artc.l family have again accepted the
patiert and she was recetrtll ' readrnittecl to her or.ri church.

During the sliolt periocl that she livecl l.ith her cousin, Catirerine
was reported to be doing rvell in school; her attendance $ias regular
and her class work satisfactorv. Her health n'as goocl. All this
time. although she hacl a good hbme, she rvas anxious {o r:ctriln to her

. mother.

.7112-28-4

\-
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\4rhen Catherine was 12 the mother manied a widower with one
child (he-was not the father of any of her children). l\{arriage has
completed her reinstatement in hei social world. IIer husban? is a
man of property, of good earning ability, and of good standing. He
seems as devot6d to-her childrin as to'his orvn"cliild. Itaitha is
finding a serious problem in controlling his child. who is troublesome,
but she is standing up to her difficulty rrell, determined to make a
success of this probleri as well as her own.

Catherine seems not to know of her illegitimate birth. She is de-
voted to her stepfather and to her mother.- She seems to get on rvell
in her present situation, and, of course, will continue living in her
mother's household.

The paternitv of Catherine was never established.
The 

-agency 
had contact one year and a half ; then the case .was

closed.
Louis.-Nellie, hers-elf of illegitimate birth, was 23 when she ap-

plied to the agency for a domestic position where she might keep
her baby, Louis, l?'months of age. S^he useil the title <c 14"..-ir and ft
this time the agencv was not sure whether she was married or not.
IIer o'wn moth-er aiso had been of illeeitimate birth. Nellie was' penliless. and her relati'r'es would not help her in any way; they
rvould have nothing to do with her. She had no plan eicept'to earn
a livins for her child.

LittL was known of the baby,s father. Ife was a fireman. BB vears
old, living with his mother.

Nellie had lived in an orphanage until she was almost grown,
when she was taken by her 

-mothe"r's 
relatives, who offered'-her a' business edttcation. T6ev found that she was'inclinecl to be n'ild

and that she would iisten to no one. so her uncle-in-la'n' forbade her
the house. and she had had nothinE to do with her relatives since
then. She had been in domestic service before the birth of Louis.

Nellie l'as of frail appearance. but she had good health. She al-
ways resented being a servant and was ner-er satisfied until, against
the advice of the agency. she obtained a place as housekeenef in a
home rrhere she was"one'o+ ttre familv. The household coniisted of
two Lrnmatried men and their aged mother. Netlie and Louis were
together in this household until the child rvas 4 years old. when the
mother again became pregnant, this time by ond of the men of the
family. IIe gave her money and sent her to a near-bv city, where
shc had an abortion perfoimecl. She then returned io his irome.
Later she showed signs of & severe emotional disturbance; and this
man sent her to a psychiatrist, by rvhose arrangement she was placed
in a mental hospital. Tests showed that she had a mental age of
15 years, and she was judged emotionally unstable. She left the bov
in lhe home r''here strb naa been emploj,ed, as the family desired tb
keep him. He has remained with them ever since under supervision
of the asenc\r. As Nellie has had no contact with her relatives the
boy has iot known them.

The mother n as in the mental hospital for about three months.
While there she met a man of 25. who rvas beinE treated for drug
aildiction. After both rvere discharged from the hospitat Neilib
lived ivith this man as his rrife in his mother's home. She beeame
plcgnant but djd not allol. the child to be born. After a l'hile the

I
I
I

)
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mants mother learned that Nellie was not married to her son I ancl
she compelled the young woman, who was again pregnant, to leave
the home. A second child, Jessica, rvas born soon after this; and
Nellie obtained a domestic position where she could keep the child
with her.

A year and a half after the birth of the second child Nellie married
a man whom she had met rvhile n'orking as a housekeeper in the
countrv. fn this community she rvas knorvn as a rviclorr. but she
told th"e man the truth about her two children, and lie still wished to
marry her. The husband has a trade and makes excellent \\'ages.
He his always been verv devoted to Jessica, and she goes by liis naine;
and as they ale now lir;ing in a nen' community Jessica is thought to
be the chi td of her stepfather.  She is now g iears old and is in the
third srade. She did not beEin school as soot'as she should have be-
eause she n'as living in the cduntrv.

Nellie has ahvayE been industrious, honest, ancl scrupulously neat,
qnd, according to her ability. she has alwa5 s been a good mother.
When asked n'hy she kept her first child she ansrvered that until he
was born she had ne'r'er known rvhat loye rvas lilre. It is not knorvn
whether Louis has eler been told of his il legitimate birth. He is
still rvith the family that kept him rvhen hii mother rvent to the
mental hospital. and he writes to his mother frequentlv. His mother
has visited him at inten-als, ancl he is under ihe sripervision o{ a
ch-ildren's agency. He is in the seventh glade of the elementary
school. The boy has a good home, and the mother believes that hb
will inherit from the t$'o men of the household.

The father of the first child never suppor.ted him at all. The
father of the second child signed an agreement to pay $12 a month
toward her srrpport for 12 \'eals. TIii palments lrai-e Inpsed fre-
quently,, and the agencv has checlred him-up. .Atter a lapie of trvo
years th-e payments l rave lreen r.esumed. anrl  t l te rnolher ls norr lc-
ceiving $30 a month.

The agency has had continuous contact with the case for 14 years.
. Elsie.-The case of Flor:ence, Elsie's mother, rras referred bv a

court when she was placed on plobation after her'mother hacl char"eecl
her with incorrigibilitv. F lorence had been cloing housework fo"r a
very poor15'pe of familr'. \\.h.en_ referred she- rvas dependent upon
friends. she n'as p.egnant rvith her first child (not Eisie, the cliild
whose histo^ry is gir.'en) but apparently lvas not aware of ihe fact at
t l re trme. Slte n'as 19 vears olcl .

When Florence's -other, a widow, learned. that her dauqhter was
pre_gnant she felt that she could not keep her and the babv. The
girl went to-an institution for,maternitv iare. The baby died ''hen
2 months old.

Florence was very weak in character. She was inclined to be un-
truthful and willful, and at times she.'vras subject to spells of stub-
bornness. I\'hen she rras 18 she was given a pivchorogical examina-
tion and *-as found to ha'e a mental age of 9.6 years. Thouglr not in
i l l  health she rras not robust.

After the cleath of the baby rtlorence held a position as a domestic.
Later she * 'orker l  in a facton'  and l i r -ed in trre home of her sister.
whi le l iv ing ' ' i th.-her -sister.  ' l ro rvas not reading a mo'al  l i fe.
-b'lorence became illegitimately pregnant the seconi time. .lvhen
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the seconcl baby, Elsie, was about 4 months old she was removed
from Florence's care by a child-protectir.e societv, on the advice of
the agenc1,. because of neglect. The baby hacl institutional care for
a short time ancl n-as later boarded in foster homes.

Little is known of the father of Elsie. IIe l'as of foreign birth
and rvas about 40 vears old. I{e was a sterrald on a vacht ancl made
a goocl salary. Sorne time after the birth of the child he rvas knorvn
to have seryed a prison term.

About orr" y.*.'ufter Elsie \\:as remor-ed from her rnother:s care, the
mother married. ancl 18 months later Elsie rvas placecl rvith her again.
t rn tho meant ime Florence had q iven b i r th  to ' the f i rs t  ch i ld  of  her
rnarriage. Since then she and her husband. rvith the t,n'o children.
hai'e lii'ed together practically continuously, althougl.r not ahvavs
lvithout difficu'ltv. The husbarid has at times'been clolmineerins. not
realizing his rvife's i imitations I or, rvhen he has realized them, he has
made cleci-qions concernine the familv without consultins her. On
her palt, Florence lias bebn developiig resourcefnlness and strength
in meetins situations. b'ut she sometimes has shown emotional in-
stability. 

-.Tn'ice 
after family quarrels she ieft home. \\rith the help

of the agency the situations rvere straightened out and the family
reunited; for under their surface disasreements both husband and
lrife haye a real desire to Dreserve the'familv l i fe. ancl thev realize
its value to the children. Ilaternal affection and resnonsibilitv are
no\\' appalent in Florence's attitude, although these 

^characteiistics

were not noticeable ear'lier. She seems to have developecl gradually
in character, ancl she now shot's resonrcefulness and fbret[oueht iil
making her  p lans.

Since her mother's marriage Elsie has been accepted bv relatires.
I'he husbanci has shorvn a it'v fine attitucle tol'drcl hii stepchilcl.
He takes a special interest in hei and often is l'iser ancl more iatient
than her mdther. ancl the child shorvs affection for him and tnrst
1rl hrm.

The mother has affection for Elsie and interest in her. but has been
unable to meet certain difficult behavior' 1;roblerns that besan to
der  e lop a year  ago.  -Els ie d id not  s t r rdy.  and l ic l  teacl rers compla ined
that she rras untruthful and that she frequentlv took monev from
others. Lrncler obseryation in a child-',,idancd clinic she has im-
proved. Florence has done hel best to cooperate with the ciinic, and
irer hu-qband has been a real help in the special interest he has shorvn
in Elsie ancl in the unclerstancling he has given her. There are en-
( 'onr" i lg ingl r r  fewer complu ints legalc l ing her .  condrrct .  , \ t  8  t 'ent ' , ,  o f
aqe she is in the second grade at school. She does nct kno's' of iier
i l l ec i t ima te  h i l t h .

. 
'Ihe 

.agcnc)' has had contact rvith the case fol 10 veals, with trvo
rntel]mlssrons.

Ri,ta.-Lfter discovering her plegnancv, Lurline. a 1?-vear-old
girl, went to the home of u man'ied sister in another city. The sister
received her'. sheltered her before and after confinement. and later
helped in rnaking plans. A chulcli referred hcl to the agencv after
t l r l  babv.  Ri ta.  u 'as bol r r .

Lurlihe said she rvonld be " beholclen to nobodv"" that shc could
l-a:rh and coolr, and that sire expecterl to r'or.k and lieep herbaby r,vith
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her. she had not been empioyecl betore the birtir of the child but
had lived rvith her parents.

She ' rvas cuick tenrpered,  sensi l  ive.  rv i l l fu l ,  independent ,  se l f -
reliant, and risourceful. She had .ompleted sixth-grade 'worli in the
public'school. Fronr the fir.st she vras-iieterrnined to hcep her chilcl,
forvalcl whom she shorved afiection and a sense of maternal responsi-
bility. At this time slie rvas rnentally normal, according to tiie
impiession of a number of people rrho jrad continuous contact n'itir
hei (later she manifestecl embtional instabil itv for tr t ime).

Tlie allegecl father of the cliilcl rvas an apparentl;' decent, weak
bov oI  17.  not  enrp loved.  rvho bot 'c  a good re l l t t ta t ion in  the count13 '
to i 'n  shei 'e  l re  ani l  t l re  mother  l ived.  

. -He 
l i re , l  jn  a goocl  i romc rv i th

his stepmother.
The-case was taken into court but was dismissed because of the

testimony of character witnesses against the girl.
On actount of Lurline's r-onth-institutionirl cal'e for a year \\'as

considered. but this plan l-as finallv abandoned on account t-rf her
desire to maintain herself and the baby, Rita. She took a position
with the baby in a phvsician's family. tlie members of which took a
great  deal  of  i t r t . t " i t  in  her ' .  Whi le here she had nn emot ional  d is-
t-urbance; she finally \\-as able to tell the doctor and the a!{ency
worker of details of 

-early 
family life rvhich had ple;'ed on hel rnind.

tr'or several vears from ih" tltri" she was 11 hei fither liad forced
her to have s6x relations with him. This went on with the knorvledge
of her mother, who made no ellort to meet the situation because of
the fan'rily's subjection to the fatirer, due to his violent temper.

Later Lurline left the nhvsician's home for a position witlt some
patients of his, simple woi'king people in comfortable circumstances.
She and her baby were receivecl as members of the family. I{ere
she met and rnalriecl the brother of lier emplo\rer. a man 15 Years
older than herself. He knew her history atrd .rlas attracted firlt by
her afrection and care for her child under difficulties.

For a time the young couple and Rita lir-ed on with the husban.d's
relatir-es; but later thei' moied to a flat of their o\\-n, and still later,
to the countrv.

After she hacl been marriecl two years Lrirline left Rita l.ith her
husbancl and retulnecl to her horne ton'n. saving thai she x.as going to
see  the  f r t l r e l  o f  he r  ch i l d .  Ru t r i o t ' s  l eac l re , l  t l r e  asencv  t l r a t ' = l r e  i vas
associating immorally with a number of men, ancl"thrbugh the help
of a State agenc\r she rras returned to the citv. I{er home \ras re-
established. 

-6ut "se'r-eral 
months later she adain cleserted it. For

five rnonths both she ancl her liusbancl contiiued in touch rvith the
agencrr but liveci apart n ith their respective lelatives. 'lt lengtli a
reconciliation \\-as effected. ancl thev again established a home in the
city, rvhich has been maintained ete. si'nce rritiront a bleak.

Two children hare been boln of the marriase. both sturdv l itt le
boys. Another chilcl is expected in a month. "A trre famil3, sltirit
ha"s cle-i'elonecl after the rn^anv trials. ancl tltere seems to be a'reai
understandlng ancl cleyotion 6etl 'een'husband anctr rvife" in ac]dit ion
to their comrnon interest in the childlen ancl clevotion to thern.
Except for the brief time tluling the periocl of emotional instabilitv
after'tiiarriage. Lur'line has sliown i'eal deyotion to llita. n{ricir
afrection has existecl betrveen tliem. ancl now that the child is older,

L.
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considerable eompanion;hip. W!"tt the mother deserted. leaving
Rita with the husband, he boarded her with friends for a time. N;
regular boarding homes or institutions were used.

Some of the rllatives accepted the child from the first. and after
Lurline's marriage, all did so. Rita is attending the public school.
Her health is good, although it is not robust. Judeed bv her school
progress and by the impression she has made on ag6ne.y ivorkers, she
is mentally noimal, anr'l no speeiaI menlal tests ha-ve b"een given her.

Rita is living in the home bf her mother and stepfarher.ln a co--
fortable flat in the suburbs. The home is attractivLlv furnished. and
both take pride in it. The child rvas only 1l monthi old at tlre time
of the ma,rriage., and the husband legally adoptecl her rshen she was
5_ years_ old. -She believes her stepfither to 6e her father. He has
always be-en very devoted to her, aid there is real afrection and uncler-
standinc between them.

The ihild will have the protection of a good type of workingman,s
home. She probably rvill be gir-en som"e tracie trainins or- other
educational opportunit.y beyondihe elementary school.
, Except.for th.e brief period of emotiona.t instabitity shortly after
her marriage, the mother has never considered a sdparation f.om
Rita.

The father of Rita has had no contact with either mother or child
since the court dismissed the case against him. eieht vears aEo.

Tlre agency has been in contact with the ci-se Io, eigEt years,
contlnuouslv.

Lack of adjustment in step-parental homes.

Evel though their mothers had married some of the children
never became an integral part of family life in the stell-parental
home. rn a ferr  instances this was duc to act ive disr i l ie ' {or the
child or lack of interest in him on the_ pa.t of the stepfather, in
others to behavior difftculties of the chiltl or to lack of f"u.rknurs
of the mother as to her relationship to the child.

of the 128 cases in which the child had a step-father a definitely
unfar-orable attitude on the part of the stepfa'ther was shorvn iir
gnly-6, al though in a numb-er of histor ies thc info'rrrrr ion rvas
rnsuflieient to intlicate the chil.tl 's place in the stepfather's rffections.

Thet the *'isc assistance of an inte.ested ag6ncy may be of great
valrre in helping a child rvho is disturbed eiroti"onallv on account
ot his unsatisfactory, family.relation;h1p is shown in"the story of
Bertram (p. r0). The stepfather of cbrinne was one of the"few
men who exhibitecl active clislike for his rvife's child of illegitimate
birth.

_Corir tne.-Angela appl ied to a chi ld-rrel fare agencv for advice in
| lanning {or her baby, cor inne, as her fathe'  wantbd her to have
nothing _to do with the baby's bringing_up. Her parents were {oreign
born' Her father was a stern, 'nkin? riran, whd denied his childrEn
all pleasures at home and outside, as mucir as lie courcr. rrer mother
rvas kin, l .  lnr l  Angeia and the other clr i ldr.en lovecl her.  Angela,s
frrtlie. expectecl her to pay boarcl for the child in his home" and
. l  rve there l rers, , l l ' .  Jhp Voyng.mother _had. re{used to go home,
l , rrr  . l re.  hrr l  perrni t ted hei fani i ly to make the plans for ihe babvl
- \nscl ;r-s.  nrol  l ror had laken the b_aby into the'home, and Angeia
hrcl continuecl to l.ork as nulsemaid_ in a familv.

I

Provided by the Maternal and Child Health Library, Georgetown University



WHOSE MOTEERS EAVE KEPT TEEIN, CUSTODY 49

Angela was a tall, slender girl of 18 with high color ancl every
evideice of health. Her mentilitv seemed to belbove the averagel
but she had finished onlv four grades of the elementary school,
having Ieft school when sh"e was onTy 11 years old.

The babv's father was & waiter. He signed an agreement to pay
$8 a week for L2 years to'ward the baby's support.' 

Before the chiid, Corinne, was 2 ybats old, Angela gave birth to
another child. Stre would not name the man whom she believed
to be responsible for the child, saying that there was a possibility
of mistake on her part. Before the second child's birth Angela
had contracted syphilis and had spent several months in a hospital.
After this child's birth she entered domestic service, keeping the
second baby with her, while Corinne still remained in the home of
her grandparents. After a vear the second baby died. All this
time"Angela had been keeping in touch rvith Corinne, visiting
her at the grandparents' home without the grandfather's knowing it.

After he"r secohd chilcl died Angela obtained a position as nurse-
maid for three little children ancl remained there two years. She
was still under medicai treatment, and the physician considered her
case as at a stage where there lvas no dariger of infecting others.
While awav foi the summer with this familv Angela met a man
rvhom she "marriecl a year later. She tolcl him abbLrt Corinne but
not about her seconcl child.

At the beginning of her married life Angela v-anted to have
Corinne with her and, rvith her husbandts consent, she brought her
into the home I but the child was so difficult to manage that she rvas
returned to her srandmother. Asain and again tlie husband and rvife
tried to keep the child, but each iime the lilan was gilen up and the
child was returned to her Erandmother. The srandmother died
about 15 months ago; and the home was broken up, as the grand-
father had died sev6tal vears before. So Corinne ndw lives with her
mother and calls her " dunt." Angela cloes not irnow rvhether or not
Corinne knows the truth about their relationship, as the child had
formerlv called her '( mother."

Corinhe now goes to school regularly. She was trvo years in one
grade, but the mother believes that this was due not to any lack in
the child but to carelessness on the part of her grandparents in
not seeing that she attended school regulariy. IIer temper does not
seem to be bacl non', and she gives no trouble in the honte.

Angela norv has three children of her marriage and lives in a
subur'b of a larse citv. where she was recentlv visitecl bv the former
agency lr-orker.- Evelr'since the marriage she and her liusband have
been buving their house and a good-sized iot. In tn'o vears they
will hav"e completed the payment!. She told the worker, with so-"e
pride, that she belonged to the literary club of the town, also to the
ivoman's club ancl ai.o to a nationai fraternal olganization. I{er
husband objects to all these outside activities, but she 'will not accede
to his 'lvishes and remain entirely at home. 

'He 
is heacl portcr in a

large hotel, where he has been long empioyed. He is inclustrious
un.l o goocl husband ancl is a good 

-father 
tb nis orvn c]rilch'en, but

not to-Corinne. lle resents her presence and grrrtlges ltcr every-
thing that she must have. He will not speak to her, and slte is so
afraid of him that the mother neyer eyen sends him a message by her.

- F , , . -
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so far the mother has been fair and treats the girl as she tleats her

otler children. The situation is difficult, as tlie mothel says.,:he
t u. 

"o 
real afiection for this child as she has for tire others. The

i i t t le  g i ' ' I  is  impuls iye and a iTect io t rate,  and Angela.< 'an.noi  rcspond

". . f i . -Jo, . iL . t .  
t l re  con"tant  { r ' ic t ion betr reen l ter :hrr*bant i  anr l  l r , ' l ' se i f

about the chilcl is maliing trouble in the horne. and she closs not

know what  to do.
Ilp to the time of the rrorker's 'r'isit the mother had no plans. but

rv"i lurt lett ing tir ines ch'ift. She realized that it \ras very bad for

t l re  t lh i l , l  ro  bc 'b lorrg l r t  i rP in  th is  atmosPhet 'e ,  ret  s l re d ic l  not  know
.., l i ,rt t,, ,1,,. Sl,e corr.enied to the ageni.y rrolher's s.uggestion that

I ' * i l  . .oune. . t  br .ot l tc l  be seen bv t l re l i 'o tkcr  and t l re . . i tuat ion ta l l<ed

ot.i itr fie hope that some of ihe family ''ill be rvilling to take the

"t;t. i . 
I i  thistplan is not feasible i.t - ly be possible.tg put her in

a gootl sclrool 'r i lrere slte mlv be trainecl to earn hel l iving'
bor.inne's father c.rntrib,ied fair.ly regularly to her support for

the 12 \ 'ears agreetl ttpon.
TIre 'ug. t t .y-ht .  l rad contact  for  72 )ears.  The last  few years i t

h; f;.;;t' a fliendh' relation throueh a formerrvorker, until
a crisis lias cilled for ac[ion.

Bertram.-\Yhen Bertram was 3 years oltl his mother, Frances,^24
vears o l t l .  as l<ed a chi l r l -ear inc ag.ncy to f ind a boarding home for

i. i;,-.;; i i"tt"r ubout to lre mfi 'r ibtl, aird she intended to continue her

lvorii as boolikccirer.
Iirances rva. a refinecl girl, rvltereas her mother apPeared to be

"ou*" 
roith in.li.utions of-mei.tul d.fi.i.n.'t-. The familv I'ere of a

,luiI.r" ordinlrl., r-ulgar 1r'1re. excel-rt Frances's {athel an$ gl.all_

mother .  ancl  Frances i i " r . " i  f .  wl ro l rat l  a  l iar t icu lar l r ' -sweet .  f ine st ratn

in her. Llaracterized by loyalty, t levotion. self-sacrif ice. l)erse\-erance'
ancf ttrA< of snspicion or resentment. SIre liacl gracluatecl frorn high

schooi ancl had fttecl herself for clerical worli.- 
Th; iuttt"t of tlt" chilil rras of good farnily ald bore a good repu-

tation. He iraci a high-scliool eclrrcation, ancl he heli a go_ocl busrness

nosition. I{e l'as .ilg'i" ancl livecl rvith his rnother"- Becatrse he

i"".ia...a Fruu"..," talnitv beneath his lie hacl r'efusecl to marrY.her.

Bv priyate asleernent hc tl i icl her $300 at the tirne of the chrld's birth'
" " I . ' , , ; ; r . ; " ' , , i t  

r f , . . j i i i , t  ku . "  t i r i r i g  r v i i l r  l r e '  f a rn i l v .  r ' ho ' *e re  k i nd

and-simrrattreiic to her and clevoteil to the chilcl. Sire plannecl that

siie aiicl irer husbancl -qhoulcl live witir her relatives'
Bertram $'as not placecl iii a foster home but livecl for seYen. --vears

*j;iiiii. ;"ther ancl'stepfather in the home of her relatives. A. yeal

"ft""^1f.";;t. i"g. 
a ct^rltcl was boru to Frances aircl h9r hrrsband'

Frun... .o"ti'.ei to *o.ii 
". 

too;keeper. Ti'o'gho-.t her married

i i i .  . f i "  l ' . .  i ' . r . i i , " l lv  snppol ted hnr  re lat ives.  ' r - i th  a I i t t lc  l re lp

{rcm her  l r r rsbunr l  ln , l 'h is  io iat i 'es.  rvho are of  a r -e ly  srrper ior  type '

There has n l i t ' r . r 's  heen a corL l ia l  re lat ionsl l ip  betu 'een l l tese t 'e iatLvcs

and the rnothel ancl child..^- i tnorr le , lqe 
of  {ho r r rother .s  l r is tor . r .seenret l  to  har .e j i t t le  ef fect  on

t f , . " . ln i , " i r i  ; t t : "  
" i t i t * i "  

to t tar . l  I te i ' .  She 1nd no int :nrate { r ' iends,

btit she rras liiiecl and resirected." -n.rtrotiiir..tq,fnt5.., 
u'-un of really s.pe-rior me'talitrr,anil_tastes,

" 
^. i,igilti,l"f 

"na 
ertrernelY n".r'o.i., aitd. i" poor health' JJe got

into l,a',i .ontir"lry ancl for a time was rinlucl<y ir business' Frances
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$-as indulgent to Bertrarn trncl rveak in clisciplin_e.-anc1 .rriren at tire

rrgc of abo'ut 8 rears the boy cleveloped behavior rliflicultie-",-cerns cler'-

,f,I. fti"tion clei-elopeil betrieen the itepfather. rrhose zitiitucie tcrrr-arcl
the child had beeri goocl on tlie whoie' ancl the mother ancl b''rv'

Bcl , t  ra ln.  a I r ie l t l i -  t ins i t i r -e chi l . l ,  ahoye nol l r ra l  rnentr l l . r ' .  bcr ' ; l lne
disobe, l icnt  ant l  t l i "s l ronest .  1 'as a t r t ta l l t  f ronr  s , '1r t - ,o1.  x5 n 1 '1 ' -u l t  s i ienr l -

inE three years in one glade, hacl severe fits of ci 'ying and desPoml-
enEv rvithbccasioital ou-tbteai.s of stealing, and cairseil so ruirch fli(-

t iorl ancl clistress that t l iele 1'as danger of the horne's.bcing broken up.
For these reasons, rvhen the bc,ti 'n'as 10 I 'ears of age the all 'encv

recommenclecl that lie be placed ai board in a {oster irotle' It rvas
thoueht that bv this tt lan Ilertram wouicl f ind it easier to o\.ercotne
behaiior cliflicrilties ancl acljust himself to life. and thc stepfotirer
might be encottragetl to plocure steady n.ork.- cvelttiall3' making pos-
sible the reestabllshrnen-t of the home and the giving up of outsicle
employment by the mother. It n'as also recomtnencled that France.r
and hlr husbtrncl establish a liome apart from her lelirtives. who
had a bacl influence on the husband. Tt was a sacrif ice for Frances
to 1-ray part of the boy's boarcl and provicle clothing, ancl a htlrd
strtig-lle for the mothei and boy to part. but this was accornplished.

A[The time the decisiol as toplacement was being macle. Bertram
was studied by a.  psvchiat r is t .  i t  t tas then d iscor-ered that  tnost  of
the bov's behavior-difficulties were due to severe mental conflict. IIe
did ndt understand about his illesitimate birth; but rvhen he rvas
about 8 vears olcl his status became linon'n in the communit.v. and
he overh'earcl queer things about himself anil his mothel, and rvas
called nanes Uy iris plal:mates. At one time his grandmother, in a
fit of anger, called him ('bastard." These experiences made him
feel that [e #as dilTerent from other boys, and he rvorried constantlv.

On the advice of the usvchiatrist he ir.as totd the truth about irim-
self ancl his father. Iiis reaction at first \ras one of great arlger
toward his father. This soon chansed to increased affection and
remarkable devotion for his mother. He became zrcljusted well in
the boardinE home. rvhere he remained trvo yenrs, and later he n'as
placed on a'iarm, ivhere for trr-o years he has been earning his orvn
board and attending school. At 14 he is in junior high school. Oc-
casional n-eek ends and holidavs are snent at home. lle is still re-
garded by his relatives as belonging fo the family as trulv as any
other member. and his great-grandfather aclores him. I-Ie is fast
developing into a fine, manly, trustn-orthy boy. rvith the greatest
love for home and mother. IIe is verv fond of his little half-brother.
who is also livins in a foster home.

Home conditions have sreatlv improved. the health ancl rnortrle of
the stepfather are much betteri and real companionship antl mutttal
Iiking are developing between Bertram and his stepfather. It is
hoped that in arioth"er rear the familv can be reririted ancl the
mother give up worli oritsicle the home. The parents norx' iive in
another comrnLrnitr.. whele their historv is not l<notvn.

Frances has nevei for a moment n avered in her deterrninttior to
lseep her chilcl. The determining factor malr have been her sense of
duty and Ioyalty (so stronglv sedn since in relation to her husirantl),
as well as her natrual affection torvard her chiicl. torrarcl lvhom her
attitude has been that of any good married mother. Doribtless the
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afectionate attitude of her relatives and their somewhat lax morals
made it easier for Frances to keep the boy, but apparently she never
seriously thought of cloing otheiwise. She has,-liowevei. confessed
recentlv to the agency rvorl<er that she has tt been through fiery agony
and suffered till she could sufier no more, but that is ali past and the
hurt is gone."

Bertram's father has had nothinE more to do rvith the mother or
the child. I{e is now a successful business man, is married, and has
three children.

The agency has had continuous contact with the case for 11 years.
Step-parental homes broken up.

fn some cases the rnother's marriage rvas not successful, and it
failed to establish a happv familv life. vet it had been of some
service through providing^ "a aenttii" statul for the mother and her
child in the communitv. fn other cases the stepfather died.

In the followinE st6ries of ]Iaucl and Winifred the mother and.
stepfather did noicontinue to live together, but the child benefited
by the marriage to the extent of being recognized as belonging to a
normal fanrily group. Although Estelle's stepfather tlied when she
was 12 veu.i of ase the moth"er rvas enabled to maintain a home
until hei death by i grant from a State mothers' pension fund. The
mother of Robert (p. 57) rvas of too low-grade mentalit5r to maintain
her own home. The 'rvise suidance of the agency and-of interested
foster parents have been thl clominating fact"ors in the bov's life.

Maucl.-Maud's mother. Ethel. a sirl of 17. had svphilis and
gonorrhea. and therefore coulcl obtain maternitv care bnlv at a
irunicipal'hospital. She had entered during pregnan.y and soon
after admission had been referred to a children's agency. For a year
she had been a nursemaid in a familv in moderate circumstanees,
where her rvases lvere about the averase for this work. and she had
saved no monel'. Her plan. as stated'by herself to the worl<er. was
to put the babv away and enter a house of prostitution. Ethel saicl
this quite frankly, adding that she understood that that 'was all a girl
in her circumstances could do.

Her mother had died when she was 7 vears old, leaving several
children. each of wltom rvas placecl bv their father with a"difierent
familv. 

'For 
vears Ethel had lmown nothinq of her relatives. She

had been reared bv a kind woman who had little education and rvho
save the child no"onnortunjties. chieflv because her own limited ex-
flerience inclrrded no i-ision fol any chiid beyond the required number
of vears in school. then work. Ethel did not recall rvhen she began
woik. bnt it was ri'hen she was \:ery f,ounq. doinq errands and cho-res
for neishbors. The rvorl< as nrrisemaid.'tnat ihe had been doing
when she became .Dresnarrt was the first for which she had receired
regular n'ages. No irental examination was given, as the girl was
judgetl to be of nomral inentalitv, somewhat above the average, con-
sider irrg l ter lacl i  of  opportunitv.

A few vears.before fhe birth of the child Ethel's father had re-
turned to" the city. He had been maruied for some years, and he
rvas in cornfortable circumstances, but he had no thought of any
obligation to his daughter. Ethel's brother, tlro 1'ears older than she,
was boarcling rvith his father.
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\Yhen asked about the father of the child, Ethel gave a confused
stort' of going out on a party with a girl friend and tn'o men. of
being gi lEn s6iret l r ing to dr ink, and later awakenirg in a. t 'oottr  in a
cheap lotel. She disclaimed knowledge even of the man's surnarne.
Efioit to set some information throush the eirl friend ancl the hotel
provecl va.in, and Ethel never gave any other story.' 

After the'case rvas referred'to tne asencv it i las found that the
baby had congenital syphilis and gonoirheiil infection of the eyes.
Hos"pital treatinent wa j provided before anv attempt was macle to
place the mother and baby. After several nionths of treatment.t!ev
both rvent to a maternitv honre. whose superintenclent, rvhen visiting
the hospital in the course of missionarv rrot'lr. lrrcl met the mo{her an,l
become interested in her. This home and the agency cooperated in
the plans for Ethel and the baby, and rvhen placement could safelv
be macle she was given a position" at clomestic n'ork, keeping the baby
with her.

Her father and stepmother did nothinE for her. IIer brother
claimed that he n'as unable to rssist her because his father controlled
his earnings. Ethel's' foster mother was kind. She allowed Ethel
and the babv to yisit her and rendered them a little assistance-as
much as rvaipossible in her circumstances.

Both the mother ancl the child, nIaud, were kept under medical
observation and treatment until 'dischaiqed bv the phvsician in
charse of the clinic rvhere thev wcre treited. "The childi was dis-
charled much sooner than the riiother. n'ho remained under observa-
tion'ior six vears. Throush this period Ethel worked in several
homes. r loing"domestic rrork,  and the medical problem was always
franklv explainecl to the emplover. It is sisnificant that in no case
did this prevent an emplover'from taking the mother anrl child. The
homes selected rvere alwavs those in which the mother did not have
the status of a servant, but rvhere she had some'rvhat. if not ah'i'ays
entirely, the position of one of the family. Due consideration for the
chilcl rvas alwavs insured.

In one home'of this tvne rvhere she and the child liverl about tl.o
years Etliel came to kn6w a young nlan, a mechanic. rvho l-anted to
marrv her. As her emnlover and the worker of the agenc\, \yere
both in her confidence shi iiitroduced the man to tJrem anil was quite
frank with him about their relations with her. For months he
visited her, and her employer \ras impressed rvith his sinceritv. He
took Ethel to visit his family. They received her and Maud rvcll,
and he appeared to be devotecl to the child as nell as to her rnother.
When the child was 3 vears old they were marriecl. and thev then
made their home n'ith the husbanclts f'amilv.

All had sone well for some months. lvheh Ethel tliscor-ered that her
husband was & bigamist. She left him, and soon afterr,r'ards he n-as
arrested and eonvicted.

All through this time Ethel's family had remainecl unfriendly,
and they noiv refused her any help. Al it was necessary for her to
resume supporting herself and l{aud, she returned to clomestie ri'ork.'Within 

a vear she married a man of a resnected. thriftv familv. He
was ge.ruinely kind to his rvife and to Maud.' Trvo ""hil,ltun 'nu."
born of this marriaqe. At no time did Ethel's husband discriminate
in any 'ivay in favori-of his orvn children. Flowever. serious difficrrltvI

I
L:
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confronted the lr.ife in the fact that he rvas acldicted to the use of
drugs. Ife rvoulcl go ottt daily to work, spend bis earnings for drugs,
atrd"tlren sav that'ire coulcl iot get rrolli. while the n'ife was doing
houserrork 6r' the clav to suppor:t the family. The spectacle oi his
l i{e. not a iobust llcman. itbinc the horisework of ilie home and
outside rvork in acldition did noi al{ect him. At tirnes liis rnarried
brothers ga\-e some assistance; but the5. ttrgecl his rvife to leave him,
ancl thev l'ere unwillins to clo much.

Et l re l - 's  fumi lv  l rar l  sradt ta lh '  become f r ien, l ly  anr I  nor t '  t 'e t 'c  in
the i iabit of ri i i t ing l ier. Hei brother' left t l le fatl ier's home and
came to boarcl rvith her in orcler to help her. but their fathel gale no
assistance. Ser-eral .t irnes relief rvas gir-en bv a famil.v agency. to
rrhich the case hacl'been transferlecl bv the iocinl agencv that had.
nreviouslrr dealt rrith it. At one time'ti ie husbancl \r 'as'indriced to
enter a ianitarium s'hele he ri'as treatecl for ch'ug addiction, the
expense being paicl b1' the citv charities. For some time after this
he did well. but he finallv reverted to the use of the druss. Finallv
Ethel became afraid to continue livins irith him. Aficr the final
b leak the hrrsbrn<l  d isappearet l  ent i re lS ' .

IVith relief from the family-rveifale agency ancl the friendly care
of the lisitor from the social agency the famiiy has for several years
enjoyed normal home life. In ipite of the viciisitrtcles through li'hich
she has passed, Maud has been huppy, and, even at the rvorst times in
her mother's difficulties. has been ai least.fairlv well carecl for. At
the time of the birth of the last babv she was placed temporarily
in a boarding home. I{er revelations tb the boalding mother-regard-
ing the advantages in this home over the inadequate equipment and.
rneans in her orvn home. rvhich the child sarv' onlv in the lisht of the
clisadvantages to her motirer, indicated the really deep bond betrveen
the mother and child. This experience did much to hasten an appreci-
ation on the part of the agencv of the need of the familv for some
definite change in plan.

Ifaud, thorigh nbt a beautiful chilcl. has always been attractive,
'lr'ith an appealing personalitS'. She developed rapidly cluring the
fir-e years of tranquil home life a{tel her mother's seconcl mdrriage
rras broken up. IIer plogless in school has been nolrnal. According
to the plan of the famil'y agency the mother earn-c -come money for
the familv support bv #orting iour hours a day as rraitress i ir the
restaurant of a clepartment store: the familv-rvelfale agency con-
tributes the remainder of tho none.i '  reouireii. A friendlv i- isitor
frorn the social agency that first cleait rviiii tiie case ira-. talien sreat
iriterest in ]Iauc"l.- Ai one time the chilt l  zrlarmecl hel mother bi; her
un'n'i l l ingness tr-r t lr,ke care of her tn-o l itt le brothels aftel school
ancl btr ir-hat the niother telmecl tt hel rri lclness.tt ' \s it l .as {eared
that her actions might be clang*er sjsnals tl ier chilcl l-ns seen bv a
psvchiatl ist, b1- arrangement of the fl iencllv visitor'. rrith slatifving
results. I{is lecommenclation l-as tirat }Iaucl be given greater oppor-
tunitv fol suitable lecreation ancl for clrlt ivation of hel talent for
clrariing. Tlie friencllv lisitor promptlv set to l'ork to procule the
needecl resoulces. ]Iauci bccame a member of a srrimming club ancl a
skating club. A scliolarship in an alt sclrool \\ 'rs procul'ed fol her,
ancl ,.] ie spencls certain honrs in the afternoons there, happilv occnpied.

I
I
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I

I
L,

Ethel. eYer cooDerative and intell igent in her efforts for the $-e1f rtt ' |
o f  her ,  c l r i l t l ren,  h i rs  entere i l  r r  hole-heartedly  !nto a l l  these l ) l ln . .  S l r , '

has ah,ays been a goocl hou,sekee_per anil a fine mother'. Sllc s'as

orisinally a ltr.ettylir.l, rvith refi-nement and delicac.v of rn*nner.
NaTurrl lV lrei exlteriences have left some trace. It rvas gratif l- ing
to the 

"d.n.-r' 
.toike. l-ho'had first knorvn her tg note tirat recentll'

she appEared rrell-e'.en robnst-and that her rnanner confi'med the

satisla'ction that she expressecl in teiling of tlie cilcumstances of hel

family.
l!{aird corsiclers }rerself the chilcl of tlie fir'st husband. She onlr'

v"suel r l  r rnr lersrant ls  i l ' . i .o" i .  c l i f t icu l ty  necessi tated t l ra t  her  mot i te i '
lefi'e him. She has ahvavs borne the srll'name of her stepfatlier

since her rnotl ier' 's mal.riag-e to him. TIie fact that hel' early recol-
Iections include seeing tire- fir'st huslrand so mttch in lier home n'ith
her mother prior. to tTre tnarriage rrhich ended in his conr.iction for

bigamy no do[bt sen-ecl,to fix this. impression in tlie c]rild's rnincl.

Tfie rdother aPparentlv does not thinkbf-the possibil i tv that }Iaucl
will asli for. f.rther iirformation. The clii1l is gcne*ally 'egarded
as  l eg i t i r r r a te  un ,1  l r e r  l l os i t i on  a lnong  o t I e r  ch i l d l en  i s  ass t t t ' e ,  l .  Be -
forc"Et l ,e l 's  f i rs t  n iar i ' iage s l re d i , l  not  nt te l l rp t  to  conceal  l rer  t rue

stat.us. I{o.wever. she lfici no associates in t]re neighbor'lioods in

which she $'orkeci. e\cePt the farnilies rvith rvhorn she lived,_so it is
possible that she rna5.' be safe in he| conficlence that n'/laud will never
be  d i s tu rLe ,  I  i t s  t t ,  l r t ' r  l r l t c l n i t r ' .

one rvonli l e\l lect that this ihilcl rroultl har-e to go to n-ork eally.
IIer exact place in scirool now iras nclt been ascerttrinecl. but at 14 she
is stiil in s'chool. The' intel'est of tlie friendlY visitor ancl the child's
i;t";tf*j|u*l"g n'i l l  probabl' be tire n,.ean. of assisting her to get

an aclequate educa'tion. 
-On 

the ivllt'le tlie pr.ospects for' ]{and's fritttre
are fa'r orabk'.

The ascncv had continuoris contact for' ser-en 1.ears (after I'hich
the cast,-wai r.eferrecl to a farnily-rvelfare agency). and a friendlv
visitol has contjnuecl contact to the plesent.

1 l - in i f re, l . -A penni lc-s fore ign-bor . r r  g i r . l  o l '19,  co|uel in .  \ r ls  re-
fe r ' ed  i t ' i t l t  l ' * t  i 6 - ' l r r r ' - o l d  ch i l d '  \ \ ' i n i { r c r l '  l o  t l r e  i i genc ' r '  ( n  t r r r r t t ' t ' '
nitv home ) l_rv the hospitat .where tire chiicl hatl been boln. shc hacl
le f l  a  l ' idon 'et l  mot l rer  in  Eulope an, l  l rn , l  corne to the Uni tetL St i t t , ' -
less than a year before to join her onlr ltrother. slre rvas of goocl

mentalitv ancl coulcl r'eacl an.l rrlite. Slie rras a failly capable and
reliable irouservolker. tliough slorv. IIer llian l-tis to lemain in the
maternitv irorne rintii the child, IYiniflecl. coulci be placed at boarcl

in a familv.---Co.n"lii 
hacl knol-n thc father of her ciiiicl two rears. I{e rvor.liecl

in a glocerY store in thc torvn where she hncl lir-eci rrith irer mother.

S i re  i r i t l  r hn t  l r e  r v r s  o f  go , rd  c l r a rac te t ' .  A f t e r  l r e r ' : r l r i v r l  i n  t l r i s

"o iur t t l . t ' .  
u  l ra i r  s l re , l iscoi lero, l  that  s l r r '  \ \ 'ns l , rognant .  she i r rdrrcod

lier bt'oiher. to scncl a steamshilt ticket fol the 1-onng tlrln. S5e 'was

r :o l l ' es l ; o t t , l i ng  r t i { l r  I r i l r r : r t , , l  c t r n - i r l e l e ' l  l l e l ' i e l i ' eng rgec l  1n  l i r  mnr ' -

r i e , l  t , "  l ' i : , r ,  . \  l ' e r i ' t r t g t t t l t s  l : r { e l  t l r e  ) ' o l l l ) g ^ r r l a n  I e f b . I i s  I o r r r c  1 o

star.t foi 't ire Uniteci States. but on account of a contagrotls-e:ic con-

clit ion he rvas turned bacli 'before iroarrl ing the steamei'. _slie then

"rp..l.a 
that lie woulcl join her later'. but 

-on 
account of the \lrorlcl

W: r r  l r e  r vns  t r nab le  t o  r l o  so .
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Cornelia's brother was kind and did everything he could to lielp
her. I.[onever. he'was in poor circumstances; ancl-besides he married
about a rveek a{ter her admission to the maternity home.

I)uring her stay at the horne Cornelia dicl well in school 'work and
slr-owed ability in learning English, She showed a sense of r"esponsi-
bility and she seemed promising. Upon her discharge, two years
Iater. she rvas placed in a domestic posltion and her chlld, Winiired,
rvas placed atboard in a family. Afte. 10 months the inother lefb
the position ancl rvent to work in a restaurant. She rented two small
rooms and took the child to lir-e with her. One of her neishbors
cared for t4e little girl during the day, receiving $5 a week fir her
services. This arrarigement lasted tliree months" ancl then Cornelia
a.nd another mother from the maternitv home took a small apartment
tog'ethel and both placed their children in a clay nurserf clu.ing
their workins-clay.

By this tinle tlie mother had given up hope that her chilcl's father
would ever join- lier and she mairied another man! a clothing opera-
tor. He seemed fond of Cornelia and he acceptecl ihe child. "Eiery-
thing appearecl to go weil. After thrpe years Cornelia learned th-at
her husbancl had been married before aiid that his wife and three
chilclren had recently arrived in the United States. He left Cor-
nelia and Winifrecl and returned to his forrner wife. He proved to
the satisfaction of the court that he had believed honestlv that his
wife had died in Europe during the war ancl thus he'escaped a
sentence for bigamv

Cornelia resrimed hsr. fermer plan of sharing an apartment with
tlre aforementioned friend and siil l l ives there.'- She is employed at
making paper boxes. Her earnings are small. but she is ecbn6mical
and a fairiy good manager. Living with her friend has helped con-
siderably in lessening expenses. She natural.ly sufrered greatly from
the shock. caused bv_the Flg?li-"p of her marriage. However, the
love and interest of her child have helped greatlv to sustain h6r in
life.

Winifred, now 9 years old, is physically well developed and rather
tall for her age-a charming girl, well behaved and well mannered.
She is intellig-ent ancl she, has a sense of responsibilitv, assuming
varions little duties about the house. In schobl she is'in a rapidl
advancement class of gracle 4-A'.

Cornelia continues to pass in the neighborhood as a married
wonan. Jf inifrecl believes that her father is the man that her
mother nrarriecl. She thinl<s her mother and father have been
divorcecl.

The agency has had contact lvith the case for 10 years, with one
intermission of 3 years follolr-ing the mother's marriage.

Esfelle.- -'fhe Jones family u'as referr.ed to an agencv for material
relief. Pste_lle. 10 years of age, the oldesi of the-five"childrerr, was
not the chilcl of her-mother's husband, but liacl been born out of 

'wed-

Iock tl 'o years before her mother's marriage. The familv was in
yery poor circumstances and was being assiited by relatives and bv
a church.'Iiie mother, ̂ Nanc;', -had been reared in an orphanage until she
1-a; 14 yearsof ager-rvhen she was taken out an.i carecl'for by her
fatlrer'. At the orphanase she received the ordinary training; but

t r -
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her mentalitv was reported as very low. When she r,vas 16 years olcl
she gave birfh to the'chitd, n.tuir6. Sr," *burJ ;; i"lf iird *a. trre
father. Nancy's father and sister helped her to care for the baby in
therr home.
. Jwo ygaTs af.tg-r_the lirth of ,Fstelle, Nancy married a man not the
father of the child. Tlre stepfather earned"a small salarv ancl was
able to gi'r'e his famil.y onl,y-the bare necessities of life." Notwith-
standing alI tlreir difiiculties, Nancy pers;stetl in keepins her littte
girl with her. Tlrey live4., in a poof neighborhood 

'amYd 
sqrralid,

miserable srrrroundings. The mother rras i-n poor health for n 'um-
ber of years, anci the l-itrle girl assisted in carifg for her {our yt-,urrger
haif-sisters.' The stepfathEr'tuur ur*uji g;il i l Er;uit" 

-uia"tr*ut",t

her as his orvn, and-she rvas entirely"uriirware of the difrerence in
parentage. -The, moth.er.worked, when she .was able, going o*t even_
ings to scrub ofrice buildines.

rvith the assistance of t-ire church and the agency, the home con-
di t ions gradual ly improved.

.-\_ ygal after the case was refer.red to the agency the stepfather
dred of inflrrenza. rlinancial relief *as oLtainedTroni a social irgency,
and a " mother's allowancet, .!yas granted bv the county. Th"is iil
come, rvith a little supplementar! help, eriabled the "motlrer and
ch.ldren to get along cornfortablv.

Estelle,conrPleted-the eiglrth g'ade rvhen but 1B ;'ears of age ancl
was enrolled in a trvo-yeai cominerciar course. sh"e rraa u rrip"rio"
mind, an-d her teachers-rvere much impressecl lry hs,. trigti pt.in[iple*
she gradu.ated. from the commercial cburse with the nftrrd.t honor.,
and a go_od position rvas obtained for her. rvhen he. moihe. aite"ae.i
the gracluation tears of joy fil led her eyes; she was justly proud of
the girl's success.

There \ras.a deep-rooted love on the part of this child for her
mother and siste's. At the death of the itepfather she assumed his
place in the family. The mother rvas meniali.y and phy.i*rry i"-
competent to. nranage ^the horrsehold. The darighter iva"s of a clis-
trnctly lpposite type from the mother-very reiinecl in her manner
ancl moclest in her bearing, rvhereas the motirer was loucl and coarse.
But the mother had_an outstanding love for her children-ancl was
extremel.y proud of Estelle's abilitv."

The moiher died.short l5 '  af tei  the gir l 's grnt luat ion. and the
children are now being caied for bv trririr maF*r;;i-;;;1. Esteile
i^": 1 

gootl position as=stenographer. ancr_she git.r uri h;r'"ut'rit g.
to her aunt for the support of herself and her sisters.

Although the.r4o-tlier's past history was knorvn to a number ofpjoplg in her neighborhood her statui  in the communitv unJ;. ,  t* .
chu'ch was not lorvered th_ereby. as-she p'or-ed he.self a good mother
to her children and lived down the mistake of her ei.rh;*I. so
far as is known Estelle is nnarvare of her illegitimale bi-th. 

--

Estel lets father never ass. l rmed paternal re$onsibi l i t r . -  
--

The agency has hatl continuorrs contact for ieren v*ars.
Robert.-\Yhen Robe't was 4 vears ol,l his .eratir-es rppliecl to an

asencv fo '  helr  in ulacing him-in a borr.ding hgme, t 'n.  
" l r t rr . r lMint'ie,32 yeais o.!_ci,at tlir tintu, rrqrt a;a trio chir,lren oi iir.gtr-

mate birth before Robert was born, both of l 'hom had been-pltcecl
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