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LETTER OF TRANS1VIITTAL

f f r,irrnuSr:.rrsDurrnnrnxr..;1-t"il".1;r^r.

trTrcts/Lingtott,, lf arclt, S, jg1g,
srn: There is t.an.qmitted lier.e'-itrr o ,.porl on chilclren in inclus-t r ia l  l ro r i i t '  v '  c ' i r  i r r  -Ncr i '  , l t , r ' -e ; . .  ' l ' l re  in r .c - i  ig , r t ion  r r l , r r r  i r . l , l " l r  t l , i srcpo. t . r rus  Juu-c t [  *as-p l r rnnr ' r l_  an , l  c r r ' r . ie , [ 'ou t  u l ] ( l ' c r  i l r c  g , ,n " ra I

s_upelr-ision of Ellen_Nuth,rlie ilutilre.rs, .tir.,.i l. oiltr*^i".?nrt"iut
division of the children's B.r'eau, and *-rs one of sev.r,"ll-,otu.ties
relatins to tlie emuicnrirent of chil'chen in lieiv Juui,,j, -"if* iy tfr"chilclren's tlu'enul }{ary skinn.. .r'nu i; ,il;;j;";iirr"'n.i.i 

".""r.and iras l.r. itten the rettolr.
_ Aclrn'l- lt:r]grnerrt i:--lr l i l( le of t i ie coopcration given the bureau bvthe state d.pai't'ient of .[uLr-rr 

"rrd ft ti,ti;.-."ii"?i'"m.;;i";;.tiliir
agencles.

IIon. Jauns J. Davrs
i;r;';o,i of Labor.

Gnacr, Anrolr, Chief.
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CHII.DREN INGAGID IN INDUSTRIAI HOME 1VORK IIT NEltrI JERSEY

INTRODUCTION

Nen' Jersey has an importance in inclustrial home rvork far b_eyond
the extent to rvhich its^orvn mantrfactrtrels malie trse of the home-
rvork system, Its nearness to Nel' Ycrli ancl Pli i lai lelplt ia. both
centers"of inclustries that employ horne l'or'lir:r's in lal'gd nrimbers,
prol,ides a tempting supplv'of "labor for urantrfactut' i i ls in tirese
iities. 'Ilie labor supplf ioi home n'or'li, besitlcs bcing conleniently
sitriatecl, is especially allr.antagcorts to these mlnufat:turers bccattse
as emplovers ic-"icl inlr outside the State they can sel,lcnt, if ever, be
p rosccu tc r . l  un , l r ' r  l ] r c  Ne rv  Je t ' sc r ' l n r t ' s  r c i r r l a t i ng  i r r t l r r s t t ' i n l  l r , , n te
itork; and, as lcgarcls n-or-k sent"into Ncn' Jelse,v, thev are bcyon6l
the iurisdiction of the home-rror' l i  lal 's of t ireir ort 'n States.

Iri manv respects the Pennsyh.ania ancl Nerv Ytl'k larvs regulat-
ins inclustrial home rvork are much more stl ingent tban those ot
Neiv Jersey. Botli Pennsylvania ancl Nerv Yolk resulate the em-
plovment of children in home work through their cli i ld labor larvs,
i n . l  i n  l r o th  t hcse  S tu tes  t he  e rnp l , , ye r . t l i s t r . i l r r r t i ng  t l r e  No r l<  i s  s r r t r -
ject to r penalty for violation I but in Ncl' Jelsey not on)y is t l 're
bnita tutrni larvl"not constlrtcd to applv to l 'orl< clone for factorjes in
hornes but the so-called ss'eatshop lal',' [r)- which industrial home
rvork is reguhtecl, cloes not regulate the cmlilc','rnent of chiltllen nor
r l l ace  the  i r e ' na l t 1 ' f o r  l i o l a t i on  o l ' i l s  1 , r ' o ' r ' i s i ons  r r l r on  t he  emp loye r .
it leqlires tl i :rt a l icense |c obtainecl before the n-oi} ma}, be cariiecl
on in any tenernent or cls-ell ing house. setting.celtain sanitary ancl
l r ea l t h  

" i an . l u r ,  
l s  r s  p t ' c r cq t t i s i t cs  i o  t l r e  g rnn { i ng  o f  l t  l i c cnse ,  rn , l

p roh ib i t s  en t i r e l l  t l r e  mr rn r t f ac t t t r e  o f  cc i t r r i n  r i t i c l es  ( {oo ,1  ;  do l i s
anrl doils'clothirigl children's ancl infants' rvearing appalel) in tene-
ment homes; but although it prohibits ctnploYers {rom gir-ing- out
home rrork to persons noi holdiirg a license and-r'equ','es thdm t9 \eep
available for inspection a list of the names ancl acldrresses of tlieir
home l,orkers, it places the penalty for violating the l icensing provi-
s i ons  o f  t he  l a r v  upon  i l r e  o \ \ ' nc l ' ,  i e * . . . .  o t ' occL t  ; n tn t  o f  t l t e  bu i  l , I i ng
rvhere the n'ork is done and is thelefore rnuch more di{ficult to en-
force than if the employer \\rere helcl resDonsible.

The State depa-rtment of labor enforces the sweatshop law in
Nerv Jerses ' .  I i  i r - r tcs t l re  l icenses.  and i ts  [actory inspectors.  in
add i t i on  t o  t he i r  o l l r e r  du t i es .  i nspec t  f o r  ho t r r c  r vo l ' k  i n  t he i r  r c -
spect ive d is t r ic ts .  13rr t  o 'n ' ing to-  luc l< of  an ar leqt l r te  force and

" i r f f ic ient  
f r rnt ls  l i t t l .  r r r t : ;  . lone tou 'a l ' ,1  enfor , ' i r rg i rume-rvol 'k  regr t la-

tions until 1923, rvhen u, stucl1, mac'le by the tlepartment of labor
and other interestecl trgeitcies cnllecl the attention of the general

1 I , .  f , . 1 C 0 4 .  c L . 6 1 .  a s  r m p n d p r l  ! ' r ' l ' .  I . . 1 i l , l .  c L s .  G o . : : i 0 ,  N n d  1 ; 1 .  l ' .  I . . 1 9 1 o .  c h . 3 6 .
a n d  i .  t . .  1 o : . 1 : " 1 ,  c l l .  t { r r .  a n d  s u t , l | 1 , ' t r i  i l t " d  I ' r  P .  1 , .  l l l l l i .  r ' l r .  1 - { : . i :  l ' .  L .  1 0 1 1 .  c h .  J 3 0 '  a s
imenrfed bv 1'. L. -tC14. ch. 253, P. L. 1918, ch. 20i{, and I '. L. 1919, ch. 37. 'Ihls la\v'
app l ies  lo i  on ly  to  fxc to r ies  l lu t  a lso  to  eml ) loyment  in  a I l y  p lacc  where  the  manufac tu le
of eoods is carried on.

,? .  r , .  l c rz .  ch .  1?6,  approved l la r .  27 ,  I917,  amendr to l ' y  o f  and supp lementa l  to  P .  r r '
1904, ch. 64, opprovtrd IIar. 24, 1904" (For text see p. 61') 

j_
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2 cirrlt)t it.tN tN r\nusrli lAI, r{of,iE r\:oti l( r\ xcrv JEIisEy

lrublic to tlre extent o{ I lorne rrork in the State 3 antl the anount of
t 'h i l , i  l l l ro l  connected rv i t i r  i t .  As a lesui i  o{  th is  in t -est igr l t ion
:ltrci: i l  e1lolts x.et'e rnade to l icense ail i t laccs 

.lvhcre irorne'-l 'or.k
l-rrs being clone. but crnplovers Eriving oul the rvork to uirl icenser.l
Irrrrrt 's coulcl not be plosecutccl i lndei the srveatshop luw.a and it
rvirs c,bl ' iously impo-"siblc to control the honre-rvoi,i< sitrration b1'
plosccuting tl ie honre-n'olking frrrnil ies -riro as occrrpants rrcle l inbi"e
uncler t i ie larv. lhc cleirartment in its elfol.ts tc cli--scoLrlage tl.re em-
ltlovment of cliiicit'en il intlustlial h<lme worh l.rrosecnte.-1'einp1ol.els
nncl parents.uncitr the Ncr.,- Jelsev chiid-welfare act" rrhich i inpi,scs
a fini ol pli,rr-.1 sentcnce or, botl i upon anl- i)ef,ion grri itr- of ibusc
or' ('r'ueltt' tor-lrcl r" chilci ancl streciicalh- inilucteu ,ii ,, rii,rri5g ' ,,*-
Ploying i chil, l  or' lrerrniit ing hirir to be"elrplovec.l in any rvoik in-
julious to l i is ireaitl i .o At, thet t irre also tl ie clelr:rrtncnt besrnn to
ha'r.e lrrintecl on tire tricerlses issuerl for h,,mo s-orli ir si ltenrerit thnt
tl ie l icense 66 clocs not l lennit ciri lcl labor.tt ali l  rvur:nccl the holcler.s
of l icenscs that the l i&nse woll ld. 1.,e rerlohctf i i l  i t rvrs found that
chilclren rvere assjsting x'ith tl ie rvork. -ls an rrici to mole t,f ler.t ire
enforcernent of t ire l ir.{.nqinlI pr.orisions the coollcr.ation of local
boarcls of l iealth l-:rs crl it ' .r, i- in-rurnv ot the srnll l ir cornrlrrnit ies in
tl ie State, the locai lrerrlth o{Iicer.s mlking the home inspections in
these conrrnunities ancl foi 'warcling their repor.ts to the State ciepart-
rnent of labor. lLrr. atternpt nracle ht t lre next se.ssion of t ire legislature
(192+) to hrtve the s*'eatshop lal 'trmt-ncled so as to imfose the
penalty for givini; out rvorir iir unlicensecl hoincs upon tlie ernployer
$-as Linsllccessrul.

Tire I ' idespread clistribution of hotne n-ork in New Jerscv is indi-
cated bv the l icenses grantccl in 1923.0 rvhen these speciirl efior.ts
were bding rnacle to enforce tire srreatsholr Lal, ancl ivhen. conse-
qucntlv. the ntirnbcr of licenses issued can 5e consiclerecl as complete
a replesentrtion as is obtainable o{ t i ie number of horne-rvorting
fnmilics (thoLrgh nct of the mmber of inclivicluals. as each family
may contain a nunrber of n-orkcrs). In that year 8.?42 liccnses rvere
issnecl to families in212 cit ies and torvns throughoub the State. (See
ryap, p.3.) Irive of these comrnunities hacl i pcpulaticn of more
than 100.000. 15 harl from 25,000 to 100.000 inliabitants. 18 from
10.000 to 2ri.000 inhabitants. 64 frorn 2.i00 to 10,000 inhrbitants,
ancl 140 iess than 2.500 inhabitants. In atlt l i t ion'to thc l icensed
rrorkei's, a yery consiclerable nurnber of fnmilics work rrithout
l icenses, as appears from the fact that aithougir, accorrl ing to the
lecor t ls  of  l l re  Norv Jersey f )cprr t t r rent  of  Labor.  more t l r in  4,000
Iicenses rvere issued -in -the Stite during the year covered by'the
bnreau's inquiry. only ?3 of the 628 familiei visited dltr1ino the
Children's tsurliu stuclv of chilclren in inclustrial home .noit 

-irt

\rew "Iersey were includecl anong tlrose to rvhom these licenses hacl
Oeen rsslrcct,

3 T"hs findings ot th;s inycstigation are summarizcrl in the follo\ying rerort : ,. In accord_
ance w i th  thc  ins i tn r f t ion-s  f roD-Lr t r ' . i s_ ( ; .  I i t . ._ r i rL t .  ( .o j l ln iss io le t 'o f  l r iUor .  i s  the  I tc l io i i  o f
the  Inves t iga t ion  and Survey  o f  tho  ( ie rera l  I Iome, \York  s i tua t ion  in  i t re  S ta te  6 f  Nerv
Jersey ,  conduc ie r l  undef  the  snperv is ion  o f  Char lcs  I I .  \ \ ' ceks ,  dcput l  i :omm: i ioner  o f
labor, as.sisted bv l l iss l iarv A. ihrmirh. speciat invesfigatur." 

"zf 
p'p. " t it i"re"si*tn"a:i

] QplnnD oJ State attorney general. l la,y 10. 1913.5 I ' .  L . .11115,  ch . :+d . - rs  amendcd h l '  P .  L .  1918,  c l i .85 .  The pcna l ty  under  i l r i s  la rv  l s
?  h l le  n , ' t  to  txc ,  c r l  i i  Or ]  , ' !  impt ' i sonn len t  f ( ) r  one yc . r  o r  l to th  f i r re  and impr isonmel t ,

-6 Ii l lport to Andrew l '. l lcBride, conlmissioncr of i ibor, in connection rvith tire orforcement
of tho hone -work rnrl srveatsirop la$'s in tlrc Statc of Nerv J_o sty frrxn .Iuno t t0 i iec. i,
1923, by Charles H, lYceirs, . ieputy conmi$sioler of la'oor, JT p1i, (l l imcograpltiu,t
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SCOPE AND METIIOD OF STUDY

The Chilclren's Bureau study of children engagcd in intlustrial
home rvork in Ncrr Jersev rvas trart o{ an inquirv into the n'ort of
chiidren of school oge,.t i i i .h rvis one of a scil ics"of stuclies of child
nelfale in Nclv Jeriev mrcle lrv thc bureau in 1925.i Tiie nlan of
the stuclv incluclecl 

" 
."r,tru"n. of children attencling the public'schools

in selectccl localities to ascertain the narnes ancl acldreises o{ pupils
wlio c'lici factory work in their hoines. r.isits to thc homcs o{ the
chilclrcn tlius located. ancl intcrr.iews riith rnanufacturers anrl con-
tractors (that is. Delions rvho olrtrrin rrork flonL manufactttrers and.
clistlibute it to tiie hc,rne l'oriicrs), ancl l-ith other indivicluals and
agencics intercstccl in tl ie hcuie-l olk r,r 'uLlem.-In 

ordcr to locate cities anJ torrns [Llt rvoulcl offcr the best oppor-
tunity for a study of industrial home rvork. preliminarv inforrnation
l ' eg r l u rng  u re  n l t r noe r  o f  ch i l t l r en  so  e rnp l , . , j ' o , l  an , I  t hc  i < i n r l :  o f  r vo r ] r
in rvhicir they rrere engagecl n'as obtrrinecl through a canyass of the
public sc:iroois in 12 selected localit ics-\911'xvk, Paterson, Pcrth
Amboy, Bratl lev Bcacl. I lracllev Palk. North Bergen, South River,
Saylciille, Plainficltl, I{ainrnoirton, Egg Harboi, and \rineland.
With the exception of Pntcrson, rvhich ri'as includecl because it n'as
one of the cities in rvliich the olhel parts of the stricly of tire employ-
ment of childrcn of school ege \I 'ere bcing carrietl on by the bureau,
t l r ese  l ocu l i t i es  r r ' e i ' e  s t ' l c c l  e ,  I  f o l  t he  { i r l l , r r r ' i ng  l ' e i r so l r s :  ( 1 ;  Bccu tse
it l.as knol'n from tl ie i iccnse-q i,qsueil in plevit 'us verls t lurt home
rr.orli existed tliele, (2) because thev were icprcsentative of different
types of honie 'work, and (3) bcciruse thev represented tor,vns of
cl"iiferent sizes, ranging' in polri,htion from obo.,i2,300 to more than
400,000. located in clifferent pai'ts of the State.

Throrigh the cooperation of the public-school authorities in these
localit ies the namcs and acldlesses lyele obtained of all cl i i ldren in the
public schools under 16 yeals of age 'rvho leported tirat they had
helpecl rvith home work at any time ciuring the previous year.2 No
canvass rvas macle of palochial-school children, rvho form a consid-
e rnb l c  po r t i on  o f  t l r e  s i l r oo l  pop r r l a l i on  i n  t l r e  l a i "ge  c i t i es .  I [ , r r eove r ,
even tlie renorts from the lublic schools can not-be considered com-
plete, beca'ise some rrorkiig children failed to report, a fact that
trecarire evident later rviren algents upon visiting the homes sometimes
found that sevelal children hacl been at work rvithin the vear in a
family in which ouly one hacl r"eported.

On"complet ion of  the nre l imin iu 'v  canvass 7 of  the l2  c i t ies ' rve le
chosen foiintensive stu,ly-l{ervarli, Paterson, North Bergen, South
Riverr Sayrevil le, Flammonton. and Yinelancl. Newalk has iong been

1Of  these the  fo l lo rv ing  hrYe l re , 'n  I 'uh l i s l ted  to  da le :  Ch i ld  \ \ ' c l fa re  in  New.Tersey-
Pt. 1, State Supervision rrd Personnel -{dministrrt iorr; pt. 2, Statc Provision for
lreDeilder)t Children ; pt. 4. I-oc:rl ProYi"sion for l)epen(leut rnd l)eli l( lueilt C-'hildren in
I teh t ion  to  the  St i ie 's  Progr r : ru r .  Ch i ld  Labor  in  New .Ters ty - I ' t .  1 ,  EDploymont  o f
S .  l r r r , , l  C l r j L l r e n  i n  N , ' r v  . l l r s r ' . v .  i s  i t t  p t c s s .

: In Nelvark and Paterson tl lc canvass r':rs rnade by bureau lgents; ir l tho other locali-
t ics bv school-teachers. 'I ' \Yo thousand six hundred an(l soYellt i '-cigtlt children rcpofted
h u n r e i v o r k ,  a s  f o l l o q s :  N p s ' r l k .  l . 4 F l :  N o l ' l h  H p l : e t l , : 1 , : ' : l :  S , ) t r l l r  l l i - r e r ,  i 2 : . 1  :  \ - j n , ' l a n r l .
? lB  :  I ' l a in f le ld ,  95 ;  Per th  Amboy,  59  ;  l ' a te rscrn ,  : : i8 ;  Hcmmonton,  37  ;  Sayrev i l le '  32 ;
Ess Ilarbor, 18; Bradiey Beacb, 9; Bradley Park, 8'

L
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SCOPE AND METHOD OF STUDY

one of the leac'l ing manufactrtring cit ics. in the courl.t l '1' ancl r 'anks first

;";g cit ies of i?s sire in dir-et'sltv of inclustr'y. -]hl"glt 'rvell uncler

it. i lh".".e of t ire br,.sincss acti i i t ies of New Yo1!r.pl.ty. which is

upp to - * i * r , " t v  t ;  r r r i l es  a rvay .  i r  has  l <ep t  i t s  o ln  i i y l i r i ' l l a l i t y  a1d

n 'u I  i t .  o " . n  , r i r  i v , ,  r r n , l  i n r ' o i . t nn t  u ra ' r r f r c tu r i ng  j r r r l r r s t r i es .  l t  ha r l

a  popu la t i on  u f  41 t . , ' ' i +  i l l  1920 .  o {  w l ro rn  16 .977  $e re .neg t ' oes  nn t l

iSb.d;S io.e ign bor .n or  of  { , r 'e ign-born purer i t rge.3 I f  is  one of  the

la.g..t irome'-tvork centers in t[e Stnte-anil tlor,s a greatcr,rlliet-y

of Trr,nre \\ 'or.k than most of the cit ies sturl icd, the plincipal kinds

[ . ing f in i rn i  ng men's c lot l r ing.  hcar l ings anr l  c ' rbro i i le t ' ing r tomcn's

, l res les,  arr , [  , les i r rg poiv , ler  prrHs.  S,r r re l r , t r r re r ro l l<  is  -g i lpn , t r r t

t v lo.ai manufactriierls, but m^uch of it is brouglit in from Nerv York

C"ity.- 
liaterson is the center of the silk-manufactu'ing inclustry in the

I l n i t ec l  S ta tes .  I t  i r r t l  a  | o | r r l a t i on  o f  13 i . 3 i i  i n .  1920 . :  o f  n ' l r i ch  a

large percent l rqe,  as in  Ne.N'aIk,  rvere e i ther lot 'c tgn.bnl 'no l 'o t  lo l 'e lg+--UoL- 
i r . tnnrn11o. '  In  Paterson.  unl i l ie  t i re  ot l le ic i t ies.  l tome rrork is

not .dnt . , .a  in  
" t r .y  

one or  t1 'o in , lust t ics.  brr t  inc. l . r l t les -a var ie lv  of
.,"Lrf., 

"r*fr 
f.i"a .iiriril,rt"a to o,riy a fdrv families. Most of" the

fior""'*n.[ is clistributecl from lo.-ai fi.nns, but occasionally families

obtain it direct frorn Nerv York City.- -Xo r tn  
B* rg .n ,  r v i t l r  a  po l r r t l u t i on  o f  2 i . 3 - l  t . - i s  one  o f  a , chn in  o f

1ol -ns thnt  s t i 'e tc l r  a long t i ie  . !er ' t " . r -  l r tnk c i {  t l re  Hrt , lson.  I t  hr ls  manv

and r -nr . ior rs  i r r , l i i . t , . ie . lb , , f  , , l i ' , t , , t * tn l ied . ,n  n l ly  I  snrn l l  se: r le .  The

i i ; ; "  ; ; t i  
"nn- i -1. .  

o f  . l t t , i r r ing . i l l< ,  s , .a l lop ing l r rnt i l<erchiefs.  arr t l

; ; i ; i rg  ar . t i f ic ia l  i loucr ' . .  Pr .o l r r rb ly  t l re  l ra jor i rS ' .o f  t l re  townspeople,

of  n l rom a large p( ' l 'centase are i tn l inn,  i ror ' ! i  in  New \ -or l< Ci ty ,

. .o . . ing t la i lY on ih .  l ' " ' . ' . . ' ,  anr l  nrr i , .h  of  the I ronre r \ .ork dorre in

ih; - ; ; ;n i ' r ' r i ' t .v  is  f r ' , 'm 5cu'  \ 'or l< f i r 'ms.  thorrgh.  consider ins the

size of  t l te  1, l r ice.  r t  s t t l 'p i ' is ! l lg)v l l lge Al l to l tn t  is  obtr - r ine ' l  { rotn local

or near-bt' factories.- -  
S; ; i l ,  

'R i r .e .  
nn, l  Snr-rev i l le  ar .e-  r rd jo in inu to l 'ns_located in  the

. . "1 . .  o f  t l r e  S tn te  n . t ' l ' a l '  f  r om Nen  
" l l r t r t t su ' i c l r '  

T l r e i r  comb incd

r , , "p ' i  i r i i " "  is  a l rorr t  1+.000.  Toget l rc l  t l rey fut 'm.pa' t  o f  a L. ,orouqlr

io- f  ,o . .A t i  seuc ' . "1 sr .at tere, l  set t lenrents.  cacl r  ca l ic t l  in to bt ' i .ng and

."" ' io t t .a  bv un i11d1lst i ' . {  u- l r i "h fo lnrs i ls  nr tc let ts '  Sul rev i l le  cen-

te r l s ' a r , , und  a  t . i . k  p lan l  nh i ch  i s  l c l r o r t c t l  t o  I ' e  one  o f  t he  l n rges t

i" tti" 
"lo.ia, 

emploli'ing frorn 800 to^1.000 r'orkrnen. Origirurlly it

;;;-; Germdn.dloriy,6't a large number of Poles have c6'iftcd in

.,"tlf tiiey outmrnrb"ei the dcscindants of . tLe or;ginal Germans'

There l r r .e  a lso sotne I lungar ians r rnd Arrst r i l l i r .  i l l ) r I  I  fe tv  negt 'o ,es

who l 'ere I , r r 'or rq l r t  in  dr l r : ing a laLor  c t ' is is  some.\ 'ears.  ago'  
' lhe

inJu r t r i r t  l i f e  o f  Sou th  R i re i ce r r t e l s  i n  a  chv  l ' o t ' l < . .  n l r i ch  emp loys

;;;; 800 men ancl in 'arious srnall lace and embroiilerY factories.

i i- i iur i" i is bcginning a settlement.of Swiss immigrants, rvhose

d t , scenc lan ts  non ' r r r r l <c  1p  the  cm l , l oy ing  c l i r ss .  H t tngu t ' i r ns .  Po les ,

a i l t l  a  fcrv Danes and I t , , i i rn .  con. t i t i r tc  t l r t ,  la t ro_r ing t ' l rss.  -Nhrch of

;il L;*; ivork in ih.=. .uonniunities cornes florn local lace and

" -6 .o i J . i "  
f , r c tn i , i es .  I n  So r r r l r  R i vc r  n  l l t l r e l  t t t t i q t t e  i ndus t r y  o f

han r [ ] r c l ch " i e f  en rb ro i , l e l y  l r r r s  :P I ' l l ng  r rp  i t l e r r t  i ca l  r i ' i t h  t l r a t  D t ' c t  r -

ton,1922),
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6 cilrl,r)nltN rN TNDUSTRTAL EIoME lvoRr( rN NEw JERSEv

lent in the conntries from whicir the r.orkers come. rvhere ruuch of
the nurniifactnle is sti l l  done in the homes.

FTrrurnonton. locatccl in the fruit-fannins section of southern Ncrv
Jersi:r. not far llrom Philaclelphia. has about 6.500 inhabitant*q. Its
1 ,eo1 , l ' r .  a re  ch i t , f l . r  i ( n l i n r r s .  h ro i rg l i t  i n  o r i g i na l l l  r r -  l i r bo re r -  b r '  - \mer -
i . r ' i  { r . ' . r , " rs  anh nn.u lanr lon-ners thern*el les. '  As i , le  f rom fan,r inE
the only inclustries in the corn:nirnitv are -qorne snrall glass factoliei,
a shoe factory, ftnd sevcral clothing shops attlactetl by cheap rent
and labor. In'the slrmuier t l ie peofle ard occupied rvit[ farm'rvorl<,
brit in the r-,'inter they clo home rvork, chiefly crocheting of infants'
\\:ear.

\ - i ne lan t l ,  n ' i t l r  a  pop r r l a t i on  o f  r bo r r t  7 ,000  cons i s t i r r g  l n l ge l v  o f
I t a l i ans  an r l  R r r ss in r i  Je r . , ' - .  i s .  l i l t e  I l rmmon ton ,  i n  t i r e  cen l c r  o f  an
ftalian farrning comrnunitv. It is an important distributing center
for farm implernents ancl farm procluce. ,\part from tliis the most
important industries are the manutacture of gla,os ilncl ments cloth-
iog. I{orrre lrorli on rnen's clothing, nhic}r ivas founcl in a iarge
pe-rcentage of tire homes, rvas p"ociii'etl from local contract sirols
irhich trucked in tlieir material dailv from Nerv York ancl Pirilaclel-
ph ia  f ac to r i e - .- 

trn tire cit ies chosen for intensive stucly the homes of all chiklren
reporting home rrork in the pleliminary canvass wele r.isiteil: ai-rcl
cletailerl infonnation concerning their rvork l'as souglrt for all those
in the l rorrseLol , l  t tn t lcr  1Li  vcr ts  of  age u ' l ro t t r  { l rc  t ) ' , . : r 'ents acknorv l -
etlgetl to have rlorlied on ftrctorv mateiial brought iirto the horne for
at least 26 clays (one rvorking month). not necessarily consec'utir-ely,
during the prececling year. fnformation coulcl be obtained. ho-r.er-er,
for only a snrall proportion of t l ie woll iers. as m&nv of the parcnts,
in spite of the fact that the chilclren hacl repoltecl to the contrary
in the school carllass. r 'e{nseil to achnit t l iat the chiidren hacl l 'orl iecl.
hav ing 'be r ,n  t aug l r t  cn r r t i on  l r ; ' t l r c  c f f u l t s  i n  192 : i  t o  i r np ro r -e  t he
ariministlntion of the home-rrol ' l ; lan's {ollox-ing stridies macle in the
State, at rvhich tirne a nurnber of tarnil ies LatI been pl'osecuted.
So r ; re  o f  l l r a r r r  dcn i c , l  r n .1 -  l o l l <  a t  n l l ;  o t l i e l s ,  np l l r i ' en t l y  f ea r i ng
legal penalties, minimizerl the a.mount. snyine that it had been done
fol a 

-fe'rv 
.lnys orrly or tliai it hacl bcen clone -qorno Jears previously.

In sorne instances this x-as no cloubt true. but in rnanv it rrrs uniloubt-
edly incorrect in view of t l ie cletailetf infolmation to the contrary
gi*n by the chilcL'en at school. In Nel arli, the largest center oi
horne rr-ork visitecl, 997 of 1,484 chilch'en rrho rcpolteicl home rvork
l 'ere exclutled after vi-qits to the l ionres-9J1 because the parents
saicl that the chilclren hacl not l'orliecl at all or hacl norliecl lcss tlian
26 dlvs ancl the remzrining 46 because the families had movecl out of
the ciiy or rvere not lcrcatcrl or {ol other reasons. In the other cit ies
also a cotsiCerablo plopoltion of the children first reporting hacl to
be c:;clucled, so tl iat l-crk histories l-ele obtainecl for onl5r 711 of the
2.fs9 chikli:en florn the ser.en cities reporting in the prelirninnry
c' i I l t \as-q.

i)thcr chil i i len tl ian those located in the canvass, hor'vet'er, rvele
itri ' l t i , i ,rrl jn ther stutlv. In the collrse of risits to the horrres of those
r'q'1rr;, 1i11o in the sciibol canyass the childrcn of neiEhbors n'ho hacl
f:ri lr,r l to leport or rvlio. as \\ 'as, lrrore often the casel attendcd other
tlrrrn 1.,ubiic -.chools and thereforc had had no oppoltunity to report
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SCOPE AND ]\[ETI[OD OF STUDY 7

were ca led to the attention of the bureau agents, ancl r.isits rnere sub-
::gl"it[ 

m.ade to their homes and rvorlihistbries talicn. fn-a11,
rvolk hrstories were oftainei*for 1,181 children in the seven cities,
represent ing 028 f r r r r r i i ics.  ( ' fab ie 1. )

All the manufactu-r'ers anil contractors rrho gave out work to the
fanr i l ies inc luded in r l rc  s t r rdv (c i ther  t l i rcc i l .y  or  thr .ough con_
tractors o l  subeontr r r t ' lo ls)  and r iho could bo locr ted rvere in ter-
viewedl the nurnbe.s 'cacired rrere 158 man,facturer.s and g9 con-
t ractors.  Al t l , r ' r rg l  r ,  t l  cse f igurcs. l ) r : rv .no. t .  co l r r l ) r ise a i l  those g iv ing
ou t  ho rne  r vo . l <  i n  r l r e  l oea l i t i es  v i s i r e , l .  t l r e ; ' a r : c  s r r f f i c i en t l y  l a tge  t< i
be considered lo1,r 'ess l l ix t ive of  t l rc  group a i  a rvhole.

The in{o l r r r r t i ,n  o l ,1  l t ined f rom i l re  Jrbrne rvor ' l ier .s  and the nranu-
facturers ancl r:ontlactols was supplementeil by information obtainecl
from the State depa.tr'ent of liLor', social a?encies. ancl interested
persons wiro as outsiclers rvere able to judge of tiie far-reaching
effects of tliis type of production.

The st l te  del ia ' tment  of  laboi"  gave the bureau asents access to
i ts  recorc ls  of  l icenses issued to l rome*-orhcrs in  the State.  The
Social Service Exchange of Nerrark and Paterson furnished inforna-
tion as to the social agencies interestecl in the farnilies visited in the
course of the stuclv. ancl_th_e -social agencies in tirose cities put
their records at the hisposal of the agents-.

TABr-E 1.--1'xmbcr of cltildren cttgaged. in ittdustrial. honrc uork, bU ci,tU and, sea

Chilclren under 16 en-
gaged in industrinl
houre rvork

Children under 16 en-
gaged in iDdustrial
home work

Girls

T c t a l -  -  - - - - - - - - 50
1 0

10

820

*
7-q

46

North Rergen
1 'a te rson-  - - - -
i lari lonton-

Provided by the Maternal and Child Health Library, Georgetown University



THE HOME-WORK SYSTEM

INDUSTRIES USING IIOME WORK IN NEW JDRSEY

KINDS OF PRODUCTS

The following enumeration of the di{ferent kinds of factorv work
done in their hornes by the families included in the Children's h.rr.uo
study indicates horv varied are the industries that can anil clo utilize
the home-rvork systern in New Jersey. (See also Table b, p. 19.)

M en,s clothin c_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ _, il'i$:Tj#:' "il-rT "?lf:;""t:'"';T,
Pr terson,  2 ;  South  R iver ,  I i

trry*omen,s clorhing--------- r. to#*'*.t"El?"ii';"."", 3; south
poq-der  puf fs- - - - - - - - - - - - -  +s r r l - ] " 'J i l1 ;  

North l3 t ' rgen'  1) '

I ags ._ .____ :_____________-  28  (Newark ) .
Handlierciriefs__-_____---- 24 (South Ii iver and Sayrevil le, 23;

Artificiai flol.ers and libbon
nor.elties.

f ,aee er rd  cmbro ider i t ' s - -_  __

North Bergen, 1).
23 (Nrl.ark, 10; North Bergen, 11;

Patcrson, 2).
24 (South River and Sayreville, 11;

North lSergcn, l l ;  Paterson,2;.
19  ( \es 'a rk ) .
13 (Ncr-ark).
l 2  ( N e l a r k , 6 ;  N o r t h  B e r g c n , 0 ) .
11 lNel 'rrk).

IJab.r. soeks-
l imbloidcr l '  l loss--  .
I i rcr torks-  -  -  -
l )eper borcs--
Bar lgcs- -
Toys- -
Swift bands and fliers for

silk mills.
H o s i c r y - - - ^ - -
Ca rds  f o r  ma r r i cu r c  se t s -_ -_
Ha ts -  -
C h a m o i s  s k i n -  -  - -  -  - - - - -  - _ _
Hooks  f o r  money  bags__  . .
P e p e r  b e g s .  - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Rrgs for  c: r ruets-
F e a t h c r s  - - - - - - -
Dyc papers
Cel l r r lo id eards
Po rde r  f o r  ma l i . i r r g  so l l p_ -_
DCtf ls  _
O r n l r n e n t s _ -
La l ' 6 ' 15  1o ' '  t t ndc r *  ea r -  -  -  -  -  -' I ' o u e l s _ _ _ - _ _

C r r r t a i n s _ - _ _ _
G a r l e r s - - - - - -
S p o o l s - - - - - - -

6

(Nerrark, 10; Paterson, 1).
(South River and Sayreville).
(Nel-ark).
(Neivarh).
(Ncrr erk,_ 4; Paterson, 1 ;  South

i ( l ver ,  I ) .
(Hammonton).
(North Bergen).
(V ine land,  t t ;  Nor th  Bergen,  1 ) .
(Nervark).
(Newark).
(Nervark).
(Paterson).

(Paterson).
(Ne-,r'ark).
(Newark).
(Newark).
(Nel.ark).
(Paterson).
(Paterson).
(Paterson),
(Nervark).
(Newark).
(Vineland).
(Nel.ark).
(Nervark).
(South River).
(Paterson).
(North Bereen).
(Vineland).-
(Paterson).

1 1
10
7
6
6

5
4
4
6

2

2
z
z
2

2
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TITE IIOME-IVONK SYSTEM 9

The industries found to be distributing home work in tlie survev
made by the State dcpartment of laboi in 1g2B ,r,..u. ."." ,r"";
numerous since this survey coverecl the cntire state.' rn both stuclies
rvork on various kinds of iveari'g apparel *,as fou'd t; t;;J;;i;;l;the menrl clothing industry beiig'the rargest .i"gi" ai.tr*utor ofhome work in the State., 

o-- -' "----'

LOCATION AND SIZE OF ESTABLISHMENTS DISTRIBUTING I{OIIIE WORK

rnd,strial home rvork is distr,ibuted in Nerv Jer.se\r not onlv bv
nranufacturers rvithin the State brrt also bv those of 

".ighb,i.l"grrrnnrrfactur ing cente.rs._chi_ef lv Neiv york Citr . .  Of 1f l .  iJ]  manrr_l i r( ' t r rrors rntervierved rvlro dist l ibuter l  home rv. , ik to l ' r rrni l ies inclu, ledin the Chi l t l ren's Fl_u.eau stur ly.  102 lrad he", iqir* ini . r ' f , , t . i , r .  i l . , .
torvns inclut led in 1hc_stut ly.  i .n *hi . l r_1'11ny. *-" i .e , i l - t r ; i t  ' i i ing. or
{t-res_e, 8] Iele_ il Ne.w yorki4 in phila,,lelpl"ria, 4 i" if;;iN;.;-l.ork,
N J.,2 in l-Tnion City, and 1 in each of tlr. *.i, .f..."v-citi.s ofBloomfield,. Cam^rlen, Flainfield, perth Amb;rt ;;,1 ff"f'.a"". Oftne remarnrng 56.38 u'ere located in Ne.warlr,5_in North Bergen,
5 in-Paterson, + in South.River, ancl 4 in Yinel'ancl

The establishments gir-ing out home wo.L ru"goi in size from thevery small .,hgp 
"'ltt .only one or t'o insitle 

".nit "r* 
to ihe'factory

I r tn sevcrat rrundred errrployees..  The nurrrber of honre rvorkerl ,
'nging from 1 to_ 400 pei sliop, bore no relll iun to the numl_,er ofrnslde u'orke.s.  one shop wit l r  only g inside *-orkc's on i ts rravroll employcd 20 home rrorkers. o"e ulirl, 40r inside .,un.t,,,ol,oi #,-i 'u
/  nome.rvorkers. and one rvi th i0 insi t lc rvor.ker,s i rrrr l  100 home worl i -e rs '  ' l  l re  n r rml re r  o f  honre  \1  op [p1s  ob tn in ing  *  o r l r  r l i r .ec t l v  f rom
tlie manufact'rers and contractors visitcd xaJat r.o.rt-,i.cso.' I,to.u
Pl i - ] l_" i  

r" t l t r r l lv l 'orkpd on the nrntcr inls sent orr t  bv t l rese., , , t , toynr. ,
l ' lo\re\-er.  as i l r  nrost r .ases the indivi , l r r t r l  obtaining t l rc work r .ep|e_
sented a. faurily o{ horne rvorkers ancr in sc,mc ins'ian... *o. a con-tractor (not includetl in the stucly) who distributed tlie r,vork obtained
to otner Dersons.

MNTHODS OF DISTRIBUTION

DIRECT DISTRIBUTION AND DISTRIBUTION BY CONTRACTORS

. Th" methods of distributing.home *ork vary with the difierentindustries. only abo't one-tEird of the 15g iranufact*rers inter-
vrewed gave__out u'ork direct to thc home workers, whereas about hnlfgate.ol lb l l l  their  wor.k t l r rough contractors, 

' tn, l  
aprtroi imatclv

one-sixth uset l  both methods. tnute z slrorvs trre mt,rhot l ' - ; f  ; l ; ; ; i ; ; '
tion employed by the man.facturers intervier,r,ed in th"-bnifa".rr'.

I ryepg".t to- Andrew rr. r{cBride,. comnissioncr of labor, in connoction with tho enforcc-,'fL"','fd;':",r,"3i#"1"?,.Tfil?ll:Lll*lrnl"k-[s:g; i;.;i'.r*&jrrt;l ;,io;,j"::

"J'lu',l8"pJ"ri:i:lill-?[qtJttl:"r31,$;&1';1.1,:i,1i"iii,:"i:,J 
in \rork on mer's cr,]rrrins- in the

i ssnet l  fo r  suc l r  s 'o rk  i ;  th (

fi !-i:{,ri,'e!3ui"-arqilF},t*{fi1ffi ili{F5j'rn$,i*hi[+,ik,-"-*-lttiliit
51m*'1{ $*r"1,,_1"'#:i*:,Li,itl-,Tli,,i,!:; **fl,$*."*l,shitiili;:itii'i#*
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Ijrri ' t ' :rrr strrdr-. according to tl ieir location. As practicallv half the
r l i u ru  l ' i l r ' l  , r r ' * , ' ,  u ' , ' r ' c  i n  i he  rnen '>  c l o t l r i ng  i n , l us t r y ,  sepa r "a te  f i gu res
alc slio'wn for that industry.

Trrlr,n 2.-lrti,nxber of nnnufactttrct's disttibuting ltom,e toork to fami.lies inter-
a ieLued'  in the Ch, i ldret i 's  l lurcou st t tdy,  by ntet l tot l  c t f  t l , is t r ibut ion,  a l ld,  loeat iotL
of  manufact t ters

Location of rl lanufacturcrs

Total

Distributing dircctly to ltorrc rrorkcr-
D i s l r i l r u t i q q  t h r o r r r h  c , , : t r a '  l o l
Distributing both dir€ctly and

t h r u u g h  c o n t  r a c t u r - - .  . - .  - - - - - - - - -  .  -

X l e n ' s  c l o t h i n g -

Distribuiing dirc'ctly to hornc rrorkcr-
t ) i s l r i h u t i n g  r b r i l , i g L  (  i ' r ' r : r r ' u r - . - .  - -
I)istdhuting bolh (l irectly ani:l

l h r o u g h  ( o n l r t '  l o r - - - -  - - . .

O t h e r - - - - - - - -

I)istrit[t ing dircct]v to home workcr-
I l i s t r i b u l  i r r g  I h r { , u r h  (  u n l I r ,  l o r .
l) istributing troth directly aD(l

lh rough run l  fL (  l  u r  -  .  .

TYPES OF CONTI"ACTOITS

Contraetors are of tv;o trpes-home contlactors, who act pri-
mal' i ly as rl istributing aeent-". thougL they mrv have a small im-
proviserl \\ 'orl(sllop in their o\yn l)crne to which outside \yofkers
come, ancl fectr.rl l  contractols vho l le in rcality nranlrfacturers
themsclvcs. The latter i 'cceile tirt ' ir niatelials f lom the manufac-
tnrer reaily to bc put togethcl and malie up tire goocls in tireir orvn
shops or factories, sencling it to Irorrre r'-ofkeirs for t l ic f inishing proc-
esses. The foilowinlJ enumerttion siio., ' ;s the number: of horne and
factory contlactols clistributing home u-ork to the families inter-
vieweci and thc inclustries rrit l i  rvhich they rvere connectecl:

Factorl '  contractors: Nunbcr of contractors and location

l \ {en 's  c lo th inC-  -  -  -  -  - - -  56  ( i {e r ' , .a ik ,  '13 ;  V ine land,  12 ;  Pat -

\Yomen's clothirrq----- 5 (N:li:; i l , ' i1 a",u York,3; south
Ri l e r ' ,  1 ) .

Handkerchiefs--- - - - - - -  3 (So, . r th l l ivcr ,  1;  \Vest  Nerv York,

Firervorks--- -  1 ( \ur t l r  Bcrgen).
Unde r r vea r -  ,  1 (Sou thR i ve r ) .

Home contractors:
w.omen,s cl0thing _____ 15 (*"gr;1;I,u.13;",\;1" york, 1;

Ribbon novelties and
art i f ic ia l  f los-ers--- -  -  3 (Ner. , 'ark) .

Po rvde r  pu f f s  - - - - - - - - -  3  (Ne rva rk ) .
Bead jervelry- 3 (Nervark).

r , r
2 l - t

I  i l E
o  o l o

1 F  z l z- - t -
153 87 I 3t

$  a x
bl  u9 10

2 1  I i l 1

7 8  s 7 1 1 5

1 . 1  
- l  

3

l ou ] "1 'oul ' l '
8 0 i 3 0 1 2 3

1 r r "
1 i  1 5  _ _ -

1 6 l 1 1 l  2

Industry and nrell iod of (l istribution l^i;- ' i  l=- E l: I
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TITE TIOME-\VORIt SYSTEIT 11

flome contractors-C ontinuerl.
l i l i r r  5 r r l k .
l ) r , l l . '  r i r r . . . c .  -  -  -  -  -
$ 3  f  r ' 1  . r  1 ,  i i r s  _
C l r a t ; r t - r i q  5 l i i u -  -  -  -  -
Trgs
Ladics' a-nd chilclreir's

d t'r'sscs
E tnh ro i , l r r r  f i u ss
Nccl i t ics , r1 ld gartcrs,-  -

Numbetr of contractors and location
(Hamrnonton).
( ) iervark) .
(Nervar l i ) .
(Ner i .ark) .
(Net-ark) .

(Neri'ark).
(Nor i -h Bergcn).
(Orerrge,  \ i .  J . ) .

T! {E CO\TR. {C] ]  S1 'STEI ' ! I  I . \ TIIE ]TTEN'S CLOTI{ING INDUSTRY

The princit,\ i l1 centcr in tl ic l lnited State's of the rnenrs clothing
inclnstrl, ' . wir;ich r-as found to be by far t l ie largest di-qtributor of
honre rvork in Nen Jersey, is lderv Yolk Citr'.3 fn ancl arorlnd ]{e$'
Yorir Citr. the inclustry"is so orsanizecl thnt mcst of the y,.crk is
dlone in contract, .ehoPs,"and an untisually large proportion (in 1925,
13 pcr: cani) of its rvorliers are hoine $-orkers. The percentage of
hoine n-oli<crs is rnorcr tllan twice that forind in the inclustrv in
Rocherrtcr, N. Y.,* anil i t is -"aid t.hat homc n'ork has been very laigely
elirninateci {rorn the clothins industry in Chicaso. In bdth tiies"e
citics iarge and rrell-org'aniiecl fnctories provide"adequate $rorking
space, anil a fniriv stanclarclizecl procluct has gleatly reduccd sea-
sonality ancl the nccessity for a large labor reserr-e. fn the vicinitv
of ltleiv York the market demands larse orclers on short notice,s and
tltc sruall contract shop permits of quick expansion and contraction in
Droclllction 'with a minimrim of inconvenience to the manufacturer.- 

Aithough some manufactru'ers, knorvn as insicle manufacturers,
onerate their orvn factories anci ]rave their goods_ rnade up on their
olrn Drelnises. eYen these usrrallv ha\-e nart of their rvork clotre on
contract. In'genernl the manutacturer merely buvs the cloth ancl
clesigns ancl crrts the garment, f irrming it out io contract shops for
the actual rlaking. 'Ihe contractor, 'n-iro is in reality the rnanufac-
turel. receiycs the cnt cloth ancl makes it into garments on a contract
basis, usuzrlly specializing in one type of gaiment-coatsT trousers.
or vests. Roth the insicle manufactlrrer and the contlactor make
tlse of home rvorkers for the hancl operations knorvn as'6finishing";
the latter much more extensively than the former, however, as-his
success. eyen more than thrrt of the manllfacturcr. js in proportion
to the arnount of rvolk he can get clone at the lowest price and the
overhetrcl h.e can saye.

Coats ate fini-.heci atlome quite generallv. trousers freqnently,
ancl r.ests occasionallv. Tlousels of t l ie cheapbr grade are sometimis

3In  19?1 the  mr , r r ' s  . I . ) ih ing  na lu fac ture( ' l  in  New York  C i ty  equt r l cd  39 .8  per  cent  o f
thc r-lt luo !f- l-hef1 irrl,drkts i! solccted cit ies in the l lnitecl Staies iCtricago pr6duced 20.2
pr t  r .e l r t .  I l t i l : r r l . l |h i : ,  7  l le r  cen t ,  l l ochos ter  6 .2  per  ccn t ,  and Ba l t imore  

-b .8  
per  cent .

r  U i , ' l r r r i ; , 1  ( ' . l s I c  { ' t '  \ i i r i r r : l i , ' l I | r ' { .  1 l r : 1 .  t , .  1 0 J .  W a s b i i l A r o n .  l 9 : . 1 . { . r
. 

4_Labor_, I)epartment of. Statc of Nen' Ybrk: I lome \\ 'ork in the ]Ien's Clothing Industry
in  \pu-  \  o rk  r r rd  l lo " l r '  . r r  r . .  SDot . i ; r l  - t !u l lo t in  No.  1 - {2 .  Ar rau i t .  l l t : r i .  Dn.  l -1 .  4Z6 " N c w  Y u r l (  C i t t  i r  a  s p o t  n i r ; x - t .  R p t r i t o r s  b u y  t l l e i r .  l f l c t - m i n u t i ' d e m l n ' l s  h e r o  a n r l
exnec t  immedi r te  de l j ve i . - , .  Th t '  n r lan fac turer  i s  in  a  pos i t ion  to  guarantee  immedia te
deliYery- becltlsc the contrrct s1.stern and ttrc plesence of a large resirve of skil letl labor
rcnder it e3sv to manufactlrLe on sbolt notice. Nerv york Citv manufactures cheaD and
medium grades-o f  c lo th ing  as  cont las ted  s ' i th  Rochester  nnr l  Cb ic : rgo ,  w i re rc  qua l i t J ' t lo th -
:ing is marie. It is easy to mthe thi:r typc of clothing or short noti6e. New- York manu-
frcturel's do not mahe for stock to any crtcni. ' I 'hey sell from samples, both through ttay-
cling sllestnen and in thejr Norr ]-o|k ofi ices. L'loth is usuelly bought after the orders
come in. rnd the produr:t is shippcd Drrnrptl l '  to ihe |etailer.t '  Reiional Plan of Nerv
York  a ld  I t s  l in - , - j ro r rs ;  Ecoaomic  : rnd  [ndr ]s t l ia l  Surv ( .y - ' f ] re  C lo th iue  and Tcx t i le  I r rd ls -
tr. ies, p, 12. C'.Dntiiteit on Ilegional f larr of New lork-anal Its EDvirons, Ntw York, 1925,

963?00_28_2
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L2 CHILDIiEN IN INDUSTRIAL IioME woRK IN NEw JERSEY

finisliecl insicle bv machine, but no machine has been perfectecl that
rrill clo tlie morc"complicated rv-ork on coats satisfactorily. Vests are
not sent out so generally as the other parts of the garment, because
the amount of hanchvoik required is so slight thafit does not pay
to have it clone outside unless buttonholes also are to be made, bv
hancl. The sliarp expansion and contraction of business charactci-
istic of the Nerv York market produces a highly seasonal industry.'Ihe industry has tl-o rush perioils of three to four months each--
one in the spring and one in the fall, follorved by pcriocls of acnte
ctet)Iesston.

A stucly of home n ork in the men's clothing industry in Nerv Yor:li
C i t y  mnr [e  L r r - t l r e  Neu 'Yo rk  S ta le  Depa r . tmen t  o f  La6o r  i n  l g2b  an r l

-  s r rn rmar i z . i r r g  con , l i l i ons  ove r  a  pe l i od  o f  t h ree  vea r , s  shous  t l r r t  i n'  
s l rops o l leruted by manufnctu ler ' .  honre- l -or .k  eml t lor .ment  sanl t  to
2[  per  ccnt  be, lorr  the ar-e l i rge in  the t l r r l l  per iod b-etr ier .n ihe spr ing
rrnd fa i l  seasons and rose to L9 per  cent 'above t l re  ar-errse ih  t t 'e
autumn season follorring, and that 33 t.ier cent of the home I'orkers
cmployed at the height-of the season 

-rr-ere 
laid off t luring the dull

l rer iod_ fo l lor ' ing.G For coni ract  s l rops.  n l r ich nre more I ' i .eqrrenl ,  in
Tferv Jersey t  h in shops operated by manu facturers,  the ext l .emcs
r l ronn are cven great( ' r ' .  fn  th is  gror ip dur ing the th lee ycrrs home-
lork employmcnt fell to 34 per-cent-below ihe average"in the i lull
season and rose to 27_pe_r ccnt allove in the fall, and 43 per cent ot
the I 'orkers employecl during the fall season nere dropped in the
slack rvinter season follox.ing. Ilorne rrorkers in the nren's clothing
iut I r rs i  ly .  hoser-er ,  have l l re  at lvan{ ; rge of  being assrr red l -ork r r - i th i i
ce l ta in p.er io t ls . . rnd of  knos ' ing in  at lvanee- approsimntely  l . l ren
t l rcst ,  per iot ls  l ' i l l  be- ln opportuni ty  not  af rorded in most  ie : rsonal
house-n'orking indrrstlies, in wtr;ctr fiuctuations are lcss marked ancl
a le  ap t  t o  occu r  l t  any  t ime  w i l h i n  t he  yea r .  depen r l i ng  on  l l r e  ra te
at rrhich tlre factuly oi '. lers ar,e received.

Ilome work on mcn's clothing rras practically confined to tn'o of
the Nerv Jersey citic.s visitetl-Newarli and Vineland. These cities
are teeming rvith contract shops, .n'hich depend rrpon the manufac-
turers of Nerv Yorli and Philadelphia for^ their 

^existence. 
Eyerv

day truck loacls of material for theie shops come into Nervar.k from
New York and into Vineland from both New York and Philadel-
phi". lTnder the present organization of the industrv it takes very
little capital to become a contractor, ancl shop worlrei.s are continri-
ally gatherins together a ferv maehines, inilall ing themsclves in
rented quarters, and starting out along with othei c'ontractors to
solicit ordcrs from manufacturers. As the latter are in the habit
of letting their orders dav by duy, u= they come in, to rvhosoever
will accept the lorvest priie, one cbntractorits chances'of success are
as good as _anothcr 's .  \Vhen the busy season begins t l rese shops
spring up almost-over night, new, ones appearing dnd disappearing
every year. fn the Italian neighborhoocis where thev recriit theii
labor supply they are to be seen everyrvhere, side by iide, and often
trvo or three in the same building. Some of them-are small places
rvith a scant half clozen rvorhers and others of sood size rvith iOO or
more worl<ers. Some are in t'ell-equipped frcfory buildings of t.wo

. 
6^T.abor, nepartUent of, Slate of New York: Flome \York in the l[en's Clothing Industry

ix  New fo rk  aud Ro( l ro$1" r ,  pp .  3 { ,  ;_ lJ .
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TITE IIOME-WORK SYSTEM 13

stories locatecl on a rnain street, othels in rootns above retail stores or

i "  ; l ; i  houses,  und st i l l  o thers in  d i la l r i r la tet l  bu i ld ings in  a l leys und

i"  i f r . ; " ; ; ; i  c l * .e l l i .gs,  a s ign over  i l 'e  l )assrg( ' ,u t tv  l ' rom t l te  s t 'eet

;;. ;i;-l;;;d i"-irr" **'ri'ol 
"?.ui 

t y btrifling irr. u"ry indiczrtion of
their presence.

THE CONTRACT SYSTEM IN THE WOMEN'S CLOTHING INDUSTRY

As rvith ments clothing, contlactors ar'e nsecl it l  the manufacture

of  
' r ; " ; ; ; ' r ' f t . , r t ' ing.  

" . r l * i , t  
t l r r r t  ̂ i r r  t l r is  i t r , l t . t -1  r ' ) '  1 l )e 1 'on. t luct . i .ng

; ; . ; ' ; ; ; ' ; i .p ' f , l ; ; i ; i r ' .  T l ,b  tnar t t r fu t ' t t t rcr ' .  o l  iu l rL ' r . I '  i r :  l te  i .  t 'a l le t l

in this instance, a.pen.lt ..p.^ ttr" coirtractor fbr the l'irlii'g of the

g"r,,'""1,- pi,i i,i,,r'.' ,,Jt." it,"" n.t betrveen t6e contrrctor a.,l the

home rrorher tlrct 'c is a sttbcontractor. This subcontrnctol is pl ' i-

; ; ; ; i l u ,  i i s i r . i l , u t i ng  i r gcn r ,  bu t  he  n ray  ope ra te .a  smr l l  shop  i n . l t t s

oun i lornc.  tv l r t , re t l re  l rorr re l 'o l 'kers conte to l 'o l 'k  unt ler  rup( ' l ' \ ' ls lun '

th. i"tr.ontractor is not salarieil but 'wo-r'ks indepentlently of the

.^o"ir*to* itith rvhorn-he deals. He may be plitl a little more Lhan

til;;;;; ;"o.to"r. ,t6o otrt"ln r'or1 f rom ihe sime cont'actor directly'

il;;;".ral tlie r."ie ii the sarne for both. the subcontractors mak-

i"g rohlt profit they can from the home workers'

THE CONTRACT SYSTEM IN OTHER INDUSTRIES

The contrrrct system is found,in the production of the_many small

n.ra-lr-r.rrr.r.,rir-""n-n..=-ttiat ulitize u iotg" amount of home 'work.

i j ; ; i ; ; , ' ; ; f l . ,  , tot t . '  . iothing, and beut l  jc* 'c1'y a.e l rroduced rrnder

i1;.';;.1i";:-uui-""1 trg., .,i ibty pins. rn..l btrtions' Home tvot'l< on

"l ' i " ,Ti f*  

' r r t l , ; t , . .  
is rrLrrkedly sir l r je, ' t  to clranges in prothrct ion'

Aiono'" : i  , f . r  t l re f l r r" tur i i io io l"  "{asl , idns. new pro( lrrcts.  ale 
-cont inual ly

,nt, . [ ' , . i ' ,g un, l  , l isrr l t l rerr ' ing in t l re home-rrork helel ,  ant l  processes

: l ; i ' ; i ; i  i , ; i i ' ;  i ; ; i ; ; 'v to l ie t lorre at home are often of s lrort  dura-

i i ; ; . " ' - i . ia i . r  , r .n 'r i la on t l re mu.keL {or some art ic le,  strclr  as be'cl

"..irf 
t.*-o. bt'r,'"leis, nrn.y afiord home wolk- to- mrny. for a time-'

i r r i** ; i i i t r re clecl ine i r i  pol iul" t i ty of  this al t ic le thc t 'o lk ceases and

;; ;;-;;; ;"i be replaceu Dy worK of another tind,.depencling
iii"ir" *fr.ii,1r 

"r "rt 
,t{e next ilticle in. {avor lends it"elf to home

#;i. 
" 

];il;"".l;ii"a 
-o"it., 

""ce 
a fruitful so'rce of home rvork.

h;;; 
"; 

;t;pp;d o"t ot ihe -mar\et,- so at the present time the

ilir.1;;:ftfr-Hi;try, which has_had. an enormous distribution

anrons nome wol 'Ket{, ' i .  I " i i i "g off  rapidly-.y i t \  the poptr lar i ty.  of

ii l;;,,;;;:i"L,o*". ir,ul-all comfract puli, unlike the Iooie pufl, being

wholly i machine'rnade product.
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THE HOME WORKERS

NATIONALITY OF HOIIE-WORKING }'.A.UILIES

trndustrial home norkers are r.ecruitecl lat'gely fr '.,r,r {ulrign-born
fanii l ies. (Tabie 3.) The imrnigrant lyoutl ln f inrls : i ich $'ut'k easv
i;;;il;. U;ii;ir)' lt is siinple aicl casil5' lcnlnetl bY elen the urost
inexperienced. ruoie often thrir not consisting of s,,rl le fci ' iu trf lcccr,le-
'norf., un occirpation with whicli she is qrrite iil:ej;- tt-r .5rre bcen
farniliar in hef orvn countlt'. llcr.or-el', it rlocs :lot r-etpile contirct
r . i t l r  t h e  p u b l i c ,  i n  s ' l r i c l r , , l r e  i s  n t : t , l i s r t r l l : ! n i : : i l C  b t ' i ' l l l t : c  o f  h t ' i '

iqnorance'of  th t '  iungrrnge u i r . l  { 'L l : io l i i '  n f  : l  n( ' \ \ -  t ' t , r i r : r l  t ' . r "  Ct 'mine jn

. : " " i . . i  i i i r f  i t  i t " l r r [ , t i , i i * l  v  u ; , un  I r t . : ' u l l i v r r i ,  i r '  i i , c  i r , , n t " r  o i  nc ig l r -

bors ancl relative.s, shc plolirbl; ' . 11s|1"r,rnes it l i :r ihe fi.rst lneiLtls
ava i l ab le  f o r  ea ln i r rg  r r l o l r e ,V  1o  l . s i s t  t l r e  l ' : t n r i l , r '  i n  f p t t i ng  I  :  l ' t t  i  l n

the ne1v rvorlcl. Once siio'hns begun slle couii.ni-ts tu tlo it irntl to

clemancl the cooper.a-tion of other inenibels of ^tirc. frtnriil' clL'n ,rfter'

they hnve beconie iveil cstabiislicd. lfal]' I f"r.r'rign houscrrife I'ill

e - r r - , l t r i t r  t l r u t  h t r r r r e  w u r k  i -  a  c l l s ( o n l  i n  t i l ' f u l r r i l v  a t l i  i n  t i r e  n c i g l r -

i l " i l , , r , f  ;  r l ; , , i  - i ; ;  t r . nk  i t  up  r s  so r )n  . as  s l r e  t . ' r r l r , ,  t o  t l i i s  c .un t l r ' :
that all t irr.ougtrr her marriei i i fe she lrns fuliol 'etl this occupitt ionl
r n t l  l l r n t  h r . r ,  c i r i l t l r . c n  l i a v e  g t ' o t v t t  r r p . i r r  t i r e . t t ' l t l t ' .  ) . h . r r y  o f  l l r , ' r r r

t , eg re t  l l r i s .  - \ s  one  s -o i . ke r .  
" x1 ,1 , * s *c . I  

i t ,  "  t r t  i .  l  c t l i ' r 0 ;  i f  ; ' o r r  l e , r r l r

it 1'ou have to clo it ali your iife."

Tael,n B._noce antt, 
"*,o",1,!rtr{,,fr[r{,!,1]rrri,i},;},J"ritit.ics 

hati.itg crtittrrctt erttultetr

I 'arr l l ic,s l r l r i r i l  c.Li l -
drrrn t lu( l (- ' r  l ( i  f r -
i l i rgcd ie i l i lusLr i . l
l lor l lo \ \  0rk

Racc and nationalit] of falher

M i t e  , - - - - - -

Native- - - --
Forcign born

Total, ii:s

ti 17

4 6
51,,J

19.1
3 1
3!
3

2

1 1

I 
t'""

__ 109 ,l
- 

'gtn- - "
e,1. i

I l a l i : l n  - - -  -  - , - -
Pol ish
Other - - -
Nationali l,-v not reported

Nativity not roported- - -

7S. ;
5. .1
{ ' .  l
. 5

. 3

1 . 8
Negro

In onlv 9 per cent of the 628 farniiies inclutk:d
the fathbr ttutit" Imerican. In 91 pcr cent ot
fathers rvere of foleign birth' (Table 3.) Tliis

T4

in the sturh. rr-lts
tl ie families tbe
predominance of

j
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'TEI"E I I  ONiT \ \ 'OR I i t rNS 15

foreign families emong the h.irre worker.s *-a-c characteristic of each
of the ser.en t, it ies vi"iteci. l 'he ltLr.gcst nunrber of native families
foun , l  d , ' i n r "  l , , , r , r *  r . r , r ' l r  i n  any  L lno  t . i r . \ '  i r r r , .  i r r  \ . i nn ]u r r r l .  r : r t i  e r - cn  i n
t l l r t  c o m r r { r n r i . r '  i l ; r '  1 r r r l r . r '  u i r s  { o r e i ; t r r  L u l n  i r r , ' r r  r y  1 1 , *  0 i  r ' l r n i l i e s
visited. :

Thel'e is no lt ' irson to beliere.thrt.t l ' '  pr.oiror'1,i.n .f Iroirie-rror.l i ing
families inclucLr.l in the stutl.y in ri.hichil ie'fnthcr l.as l 'oi.eign born
rvas not rLrout t irr: same ts, the ltropoltioir of foreign fnuii l ios'tmong
the tota l  nu ' rnber  of  i rorne. t , , , ' l ie ls  in  erc i r  o f  t l ie 'c i t ics i - is i te( ] .  but
exact' figlu.cs or1 this point l'cre obtained oniv for lriervar.lr. rn
I{r,'rr'nlli tlrc nrrtionalitS. of the fatlrer"s of tire cirilch.err rcPot'ting in
tirc prelimin*.'v cirn'a.ss, but exchrdetl from tire st.cllv urion a i-isit
to the homcs. iras asce.tainecl, as rvell as that of t l ie'fatirei.s of the
chiiclren i irte:rviewecl in the course of the stuci-,r. trricl a siiuil{ l i 'pr.o-
portion (90 pe,r cent of tirc first g:r'orip ancl g1 pc.r c,ent of tlic seconcl
grgup) rvere foreign boln. These tilo g'r'ouni. rvliit.h inclirclecl the
fathers of ail the children repo'ting homE woil i ' in the pLrblic schools
in Nervark. r 'egarclless o{ hori- long-thr.v lrere emplon'eti and w}rether
or not their parents acl<nol-1t'clge,1 tl ieir rrork, i l tv bi: accepted as
representntive of the horne ri-orliers in the city zis a i.rirole.

of thc farnil ies in the ser-en cit ies in r"i l i icl i the fnther rvas foieinn
born bv far the ir,r.ge-.t n'mber *ere Itaiians. frt"iU.u ;i i i ; i ,.
nati<x-,l i i i t ., '  con:rttriseci 8? per-.cc1t of all t6e foreis{'-born families
ancl.79 per r:crit oi ali the frlnri l ies inclntiecl in the studr'. Althougir
rtalians rve'r 'e con-*lricuorrs in ail ihe curnrnuniti. ls r. is.itetl escert Sorit l i
i i i i-er nncl Srr.r 'er-i i le. -,r 'hcr.e ltrrssians ancl Poles pri.clornjnafecl- f lrpw
r j i , l  l r , , t  l ' o t t r r ' - t t c i r  r r n , r , , ' , , r ' r i l r e l r r i i n . g  r r r n , i n ' ' i r u ' o t ' i i ' . ' " n i ; ' ' : . ' t , , i - l - r r l
l ; r . i ' 1 1  1 ' o ;  r r t l ; r t i t , r i  i i s  |  1 1 , , ; p  i i ' 1 i 1 1 . n -  u . r r r r i r l  r n c n ,  i .  i n , ! i , . l l a .  I n  \ e r v a r . l <
airrl t ' i i terson. for i lr.Irrrr,:, ' , the tri ' tr Lllgest cit ies inciuclctl in the
: f u , l . r - ^  t l r e l  l o l ) i . , , . - ( ' r r i . , ,  l  o r r ' l  r  : j i i  1 , t ' r  r . t , n t  and  l i  Fn1 ' cen t .  r . e r l ; ec f  i r l l v
o{ t l ' r . ,  l ' , , re i r : r r ' i , , , r , r i  in , t ,  .  i " i , " ' . . , i  1r . l , , i r , , " i i , , , r i  

' " ; ' , r ' * i ' ,p, , ' . , , " , ' ly ' , i  
o i

resort to hoirre rrcll i  niorc ierrt ' l i lr '  t iran ckr i lre Fcoplc ui 'ott,n. riation-
alit ics. rn the rtrl irn ri istrirts"in the cit ies i isi led r-isits to lrome-
rvorking {arnil ies necessitatecl alniost a ltonse-to-house c:r-n\,rss. It
is gencrli l l 'r 'c.cognizecl that t ircv have a rnonopcly of home I'ork
i n  t l r e  r l o t i r i ng  t r ac les .  l r r r t  l l r cv  . r r r - ,  f oun r l  i n  o r i r e i .  i i r r ' l r r . i r . i e -  a : r  r r . e l l .'Ihis is not cliaractei:istic of 

"Nerr. 
Jersc-,. alone. for in Nerv York,

Rhq!e Isiald, Fennsvh'ania. ancl If a".sachrsettsr rrhele slmilar
sl.udies of industrial l 'rome rvork har.e been niade.2 it:r l ians rr'ere
fonnri to preclominate among tl ie horne rrnrl<erFi. It js ri '-rt possible
t-o e:;pinil l  aclequatelv their" prefelence for thjs l 'ol l i . It may be
ilue tir some erient to the fact that among tl ieir rrcople there'is a
prejuclice against ri.omen's rvorl<ing outsicle'the hornc alter. narr.iage.

}IEMBERS OF' FA}TILY WHO DID HO}XE \,YORK

I{ome rvork is usurrlly a flmily activity ancl per-"ons of all ages
and all clegrees o{ skil l  r irelrc rLp the.worl<ers. A^r-er.y lai.gc number

. 1 Forftoerrth Census of the Uniteti States, 1920, yol. 3, Populaticn, pp. 659-060. IYash-
i l r e 1 o r r . 1 9 2 ? .
^_ j -_ r '1 r i r1 l - - \n r1ua1 l l r ' i ro r i  r , f  Nc$ 'J 'o rk  s t r te  ComDr iss ion  1o  l i xamine Lr \ys  Ro la t ing  to
( 'h i14  l \ -e l f r rc .  p .  66  (Leg is la t i vc  Doc.  (192.1)  No.  88 ,  , \ ibany .  L t24) :  Jnc lus t r i : r l  L l -ome
lfo_t.t i gl_ (l ir i lr l lot--ir sI-ud,v xrlde iu ProIirlencc. Prrrvtrrc.ltot. 'an(l (lcnlral Falls. It. I.,
p .  1 f i ._ ( I I .  ' c l .  f lh i ld le r r ' s  I r iu reau Pub.  No.  100,  Was l l ins tou ,  1 l l2 -1 ) ; In { lus i | j : t1  I Ionc  Wor l i
and ( lh ik l  I lbor .  l ) .  10  (Cornrno l r \ve{ l ih  o f  I ' . ' tns l ' i r i1n ja ,  Depr r t i l ro t i t  o f  L lbor  and l ldus-
!!I-, N,'. 11. [^Ii l 'r ishrir-,{._19i6) i Irrdustrial IIonie \f 'ork iL }I irss:rcl]usctts, I]. : j6 (State
l j e p i l r ' f r n p n t  o . f  L r r b o I  l l u l h ' l i x  N o .  1 U l ,  B o s t o x ,  l C l 4 . )
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alc crhilrh'en uncler 16 veai's of age ancl moihers. Thc 628 {amilies
r-i. i tecl in t l ie coul'se of the study inclucled ,1.B5il lrelsorls. of rvirom
1.902 l-ere home rvorkers. Of tliese. 63 per. celrt l'ele rliildr.t,n under
16 veturs of agc and 27 per cent 'liere ^married 

$,ornen, rrrotirers of
these children. Eighty-five per cent of all the motirers in tire fam-
ilies represented in the study n-ere liome rvorkers. Uslrally the
mot l rer  in i t ia ter l  and d i recteel  

- t l ie  
rvork:  presr inq in to scrv ice ot l rer

mernbers of the family that she cc,uld coerce or 1lelsllacle to help.
I,{any of t}rern rvorked five, sir, or seyen hours a clay at inclustrial
home work in addition to the hours spcnt in pcrformins^ tlreir house-
ho ld  du t i es  and  j n  ca r i nu  f o l  t l r e  c l r i l j i ' en .  No t  i t r f l e r r r t i ' n t l v  r r ro the rs
leported sitt ing up unti i 10, 11. or 12 o'clock during the bisv season
t t to do j r rs t  one more c lozen. ' '  Ot l rcr  memlrc ls  oI  t ' l re  { rnr i lv ,  i r r t . l r rd-
ing older brothers and sisters. fathers. and occasional relatives r,vho
were members of the fanriiy, conipriserl oniy 10 per cent of the grolrp.

Older brothers and sisters (16 yeals of age or over) who heiped
rvith tlie horne rvorli" 111 in nunrlter. constituteci 92 per cent of the
boys  and  g i l l s  o f  t h i s  r rge  i n  l l r e  f r n r i l i o .  r ' i s i t r , , l .  {  ) i  t l i e , so ,  l : }  \ \ ' e re
boys and 92 gil ls. Of the oid.er bovs, 5 rvere sti l l  in school, 4 helped
only in periods of unemplovnreni, ancl 10 helpecl in the er-cri ins after
their dayls rrork in the factorv. Of the older gil is, 5 welc sti l l  at-
tending school,47 r'ere regularlS' emploverl and lielped on hcime r,vork
at nigirt, ? helped in pelrioc-ls 

-of 
uireriiplovrrrent. 

^ancl 
32 wele not

otherwise emploved and rvorketl on hollre n'ork both cluring the clay
and at night.' Of these 32, 3 rverc too ill for legnlnr emplir-vrnent, 

-5

were oblised to remain at homc to care for tire flniilv in the alrsence
or death 6t tne mothel, ancl 24 had taken up houre ri'i,r'li as rr tlarle,
either because they liked it better than other work or bccause their
parents u'ele rinrviiling to irar.e theln rvork anay fl'om irome.- 

OnIv 38 of the fathers (7 per cent of those-in the families inter-
vierved) actually helped nith the l-ork. Of thosc helping. 3 were
too i l l  to engtrge in regular rvork,3 were tenrpolrrl i  lv rinernployed
and doing thli i  part td'kccp the famih'uoinq'by helping r. ' i ttr"t ire
home work. 24 helpecl after their requlal der''s rvork. nncl 3 nrade it
their regulir occuiration. 'Ihe attitircle of the fatirerls torvard home
rvork viiied. Sorire clisapirroleri of tire rvork and '( hollerecl r,hen
thev saw it arouncl " bcc.rris^e of the srulll returns or bcciruse tirev felt
uncomfortable in the atrno-*ul'rele of a home turned into a factorv.
some \\,ere very indifferent. a-nd others, the large majority, approved
and encouraged it for the -"ake of the ealnings.

Home woik lends itself readilv to the enrplorment of chilclren.
and one of its outstancling features is the tencleirci on the part of the
parents to use the chilch'en's lnbor. I'rocesses sttch as can bc scnt out
from the factory to be done bJ' inexperiencecl rvorkers r,r'ithout super-
vision must of 

"necessity 
be i impie- at the outsct, but in the irdme,

throug'h a division of labor, ttricy ale sirnpli{iec1 still tulther, until
they are aclapted to the abii it ied'of even icry young cli i lclren. In
catl ing safety pins, for instarrce. chilch'en too siuall ' to fnsten thern
on the card open the pins in leatl inr::;s for t ire nrole skii led rvorkers.
In one houseliold visitctl l-,r- a CLil,h'ett 's -lJureau asent three children
(9 .4 .  and  3  yea rs  o {  ngc ) ' o1 re t ' r . r l  s r r l ' a l r ' p i ns .  r r - l r i l e  r t  g r rnd tno the r ,
an aunt, and two chii, lren (1{) rrn'l I rerls of agt:) cnrded them. In
the same way those not old enough to uianage the neeclle do their
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share in turning sleeves of finislictl eoatsI clusiing, turning, and fiil-
ing powder puffs: cuttirrg tht'cirrl-c f lorn hnndkerihiefs; and pull ing
baitings from rnen's t 'olts rittr i 1)l lr)ts. Ol t irey pack Christmas
carcls in enl'elopcs altel thcl ir irrc bccn sortecl l;y other members of
the farnily, string 1^rr',rri. ,,n s-it ' t '  t 'eitrlv for irrhcelets, 9tc, A di-
v is ion of - labor  of  t l r is  l i i i r , l .  t ' r ' t ' t t  thorrg i r  ther  r ,vork of  the smal l
chilclren mav be i lt 'egttl l tr ' . slret'r ls rrp the proccss to a surprising
degree, ancl thc cli iLlicrr. r 'r,rrrlrcrtt ' irtg in tir l.s rval', gradually, rvith
inClers ing yecl ' : i .  Lr , 'cr t r ; te  t t to t ' r  t t r , l  t r ro lc  s l i i l le t l  r rnt i l  rvhen they
l e a t ' h  t h e  , i g o  , ' l '  I  I  r ; r '  t r t ' t ' ,  t l r r ' )  r l t ( '  t ' ( , l r l i , l t ' t " l l  c t r r b r o i , l c r i n g  a
dres_s,  f in is l r i t ,g  n ( ' ( ) r l t .  ( ) r '  r lo i t tg '  s( ) l r re s l l " l i  , 'ou i l t l icatec l  p iece-  of
worK,

In some instant'c's ltontc rvorli tr-rts Itot t frrnri ir- entci ' l tr ise' Among
the 1.131 chi l rh ' r 'n  in te l r - i t ' l -e t i  1( ) l )  r lo t ' l i t ' i l  u ' i th lnt t  i rnv assis tance
from t i re nc lu l t  r r rc t t rb, : t 's  of  thc f r i r i r i l r - .  Of  t l tc  t 'h i l , l t 'cu 's 'o t 'k ing bv
themselles. the rirajolitv (72) rverc 12 t 'eat'-s of tgc i ltt, l  or-cr'. I iot 'tt '-
three rvele eilglgetl i i i- bertl ing lnci ctrrLrroirieli lrg rvottit.t l 's. clresses,
a form of irori ie-rvor'h tl iat rvir-s molc proiitablc tLau tlrost fol irrt l i-
vidual rvorkcls.

NUNTBER, AGE, AND SEX OI'CFIII,D WORI{ERS

The eli i lclren tinrlet 16 I 'elrs of aEc who were hotle rrorkers in-
cluciecl 1.li)1 rcgular rrorliirls (that is, childlen rvho iratl rvolkecl at
least 26 rlays clir l ing 1l1p 1'r- 'ar') and ?4 whose wolk was less signifi-
cant. 'lhe'latter ocr., of intire--t only as embryo rvorkers l'lio as
vet \vcre recluiretl to l.olk t 'only a l itt le " but who rvith incrersing
itears rvoultl^becotue t 'cgttltr l n-orkels. Of the 1,131 rcgular: n'rlrkers
ilnost one-fortit lr rr..,t '* i in.lcr'10 I 'ears of age and more than half
we re  l 0  t o  I i i  . r ' o r r r ' *  o ! ' i r g r , .  i r r , ' l r i = i ' . e .  ( ' l ' r l L l l , ' - - 1 .  I  _O l l . v  a  l i t t l c  n l o re
than one-fifth- lrad lcairhcd ol atlvance<1 be1'on11 thi ' ir fourteenth
birthday. Nineteen cli i ldrcn glly 6 r-ears of age ancl 6 even volrnger
\ i - e r e  i n  t l t o  g r . r r p .  ' f l r e , ' l r i l , l l e n  t t t t , l c t ' 6  y c r l s  o l ' n g e  r v c t ' e ,  o f
course, onlv nn irrsignificant irropoi:t ion of all the chilclren of those
ages in the fauril ics-visitccl, Jtut-the chilclren 6 to 13 years of age
rbplesented 60 per cent of all the chilclren of those ages, and the
ch^ildren 14 anrl^15 vears of agc representecl 71 per cent of all those
of sirnilar age in tlic same farrrilies.

TABLE 4.-Age and str of ch,iltllcn engugcd' in indu,stria[ h,ome taorla

Childron under 16 en-
gagcd in industrial
homc work

Total

140
145
166
173
141

1

Boys

44
33
40
45
30

1i

Girls

=
1.12
120
123
1 1 t
79

t

Und€r 6 yea$------
6  y e a r s - - - - - - - - - - - - -
7  y e a r s - - - - - - , - - - - - -
8  y e a r s - - - - - - - - - - - - -
I  years - - - -  - -  - - -  - - -  -

6
l 9
37
b i

130

4
t 6
15
48
34

2
;J

22
:.i3
46
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Tiiree out of four of the rvorking chilclren were girls. Ptrents
sc.cirrer-l to looir on the n'olk of t l ic'girls, even in nonserving tredes,
lnole as a rnattel of course than that of the boys, probablv because
thev are. trs a rule. nlore al)tenall le to confinement at itolne. As
one" nrotirer intclr,ierrvetl saicl. tt You can't clo anything witir a boy,
Lrut  i r r : t  - l lD a g i r l  lnd she' l l  , lo  i t . "  Probubly '  too,  the bo.r 's .  evcn
rv l r i le  r rn, lcr :  the legal  rvo lh ing rge f<- , r  nrost  k int ls  of  emlr lo ; - rncnt ,
f inci jobs oritsiclc (o{ten i i legally) rvli ich are Inore rernunelative
ant l  11.h i , . I r  u f for . ,  I  l iorc  exc i tenreni ' thnn hely '1s r  o l 'k ,  s t te l t  as sc l l ing
ne\rsilaDct's. cleli l 'ering for stores, ancl setting up l l ins in bowling
r l l c vs .  L r r t  t i r e  q i i . i s , . i n  f i nd  f c r v  . i obs  o r r t s i t l e  t l r e  l r ome  r rn t i l  t l r ey
r . r . l rc l t  t l rc  i !  t r ' i '  f l t  u  l r ich t i ro \ '  crn ent i ' r  legulur  ernI lovrnent .  Sevcni r ' -
t j r l t c  r r : . ' r  cen t  o f  t l r t ' g i l i s  0  t o  13  r ' cu rs  o f  ag 'e ,  i ne l r t s i ve ,  i n  l l i e
f r r i r r i l i J s  r - i s i t e , ! ,  , r=  

" , , t , , ; , , r t ' . r l  
r l . i t l t  - i 3  l t e l  cen i  o f  t he  bo r - s  o f  t l i e

s i rn re  nse  l r e i . i o r l  i n  t l r e te  {un r i I i e . .  h r r , l  i l one  l r on re  no rk  a t  l r . i r s t  J6
d , r r s  , l i r r . i r i g  t l , e  . y e n r . .  . \ 1 r 1 r i n g  t l r r .  c l r i l , l r e n  1 {  a n r l  L i . y c r r t ' s  o f  a g , r
t l r e  t l i l l ' , ' r ' cn . c ' u * *  cyen  g l ' en {o r -S , - )  l ) e r  c0n t  o f  t he  g i l l =  b r r t  on l y
40 ner. cent of the bor.s l iavine assistecl rvith tl ie -*-ork. In tire per'-
{crl ir,anc,e of onh, ondkincl of 

-rvork. 
stringing t.rqs. , l id tbe nurnber

o {  l .  , i - s  r t t r , 1 , t ' ox i t t l u i o  t l r e  t t t tm l )e r  o {  g i l ' l s .  So i r i c  l r o l s .  l t o r t ' c t  c r '
. r r e .o  i ' n , , , ' , 1 ' e r rgnce t I  i n  p rnc t i cu l l v  r l l  ( he  l < i n t l *  o {  r vo r l< - r ' e1 ) l ' e : cn t cL l
i n  t l r e  s t r r t l r . . ' e . : . n , r , . , t i r i r i n g . o i n e . l < i l l  * i t l r  t h e  n c e , i l e .  s l l c h  a s

se$'inE pou"l"I. puffs, ernbroiclering French knots, on clresses, etc.

On  t [ " ' r v l r o l e ,  t ' l r r  l r o l - s  i nc l r r , l e ,  I  t n ] { )ng  l l r o  l r ome  ' r vo l ' l <e t s  * - c r c

vollnqer than the girls. Of thc boy-'. 33 ltel cent - 'r-cl ' t '  6- to I veal's
bf  , ,g 'o ,52 per  cc ' t '10 to 13.  anci  1-1 per .cenl  1{  o.  L5q_, ' f  t6e Uir ts ,  ! !
per'ct 'nt ir-ere 6 to 9, 56 per cent 10 to 13, ancl 23 Per cent 14

c)1' Ial.

OCCUPATIONS AND \YORKING CONDITIONS OF CI{II,DREN

KINDS OF WORI(

The 1.131 chilclren interviewecl wel.e cngagecl in about i0 kincls

of home' n,olk. As a rule each famill' liat1 confinetl itself to one

i i " 4  ; f  * . o r l c  , l u r . i ng  rhe  ' o r . i o , I  cov t i r . e , l  by  t l r e  s tu i l y .  Tho r rg l r

i l i " i :  
" ' iq l - t t  

ch: r t )ge f .orn f i rc ior .v  to f : rc to l ' ) -  in-or t lcr  to  s t 'cure e i ruugh

i r " i i  
" i  

l , ec l r i r se "o f  , I i . sa t i , f r r c t i on  * . i t h  rn  en r ' l o ' e r .  t l i c J -  r r sun l l y

,o i rg . i r L  t i r n - c  r l i s l r i b r r t i ne ' s i n r i i n r_  i vo rk .  O f  t i r e  028  fnm i l i es  i n te r ' -

t i . i : t ' , f  
"ntu 

Z;  rcporLe( l  mot 'c  t l ran one k ind of  r 'ork dur ing the

,"nr. and a ferv h|d confined themselves to one variety for 20 to

25 rtears.-"iurrr"u 
5 and 6 shorv the pr.incipal kincls of .w,ork done bv.tiic chil-

d, . ; ; ; ,1  
- r l ,c  

nrrmbcr.  agc.  nnr I  scx o{-  t l re  ch. i l r l rcn errg. rgc, l  in  encl t

I i ; J .  Ch , - , , r gh  {o r rn , . i  on i r -occa - " i , na l ] v  i n  t he  l oc r l i t i es  c l r osen  fo r

i l r i s  - i r : , 1 t - .  t i l c  occ t t l r t t t i ons  n t r t  l i . t e ,1  -ep : r l ' a l c l y  i n  t he  t r l - r l c  s l r o r t l ' l

nu i  n * . . 1 - , , r i l v  b , ' i , r ken  as  l , ( ' [ ) r csen l i r r g  u r r impor tan t .  l r on re - \ \ ' o r k

i r , , i , r = i  , ' i * . ,  i na r r t r r r eh  as  l l l o  l oca l i t i , ' s  v i s j t ed  t vo re  t ' l t , r se l t  beca i r se  t Ley

,rgor:.t.a i variety of .lvork rather than because they presented a

courplete lt ictlr 'e"of palticular industries. In othcr commlrnities
t1 ' " . - l  n " " , r i , n t i ons  n l i g i r t  be  l ' eP t ' esen te ,  I  l t \ ' .  n r l l ( ' l r  l r t r ge r . , n t tmbers  t o

ihn orciu"ion of sunie typcs of rvork found in tl le Iocalit ies sttidied.
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Tesrs 5.-Principal kinds of itrtlu.ttriil hotne u.ork done
0l  chi ld

i-:iChildren undcr 16 cngagcd in in(l itslrial ho:ne rvork

[Ili:!ulil:ii::'"]' ] t - ,: ,i 2; ,: .

19

I ty  chi l t l rc t t ,  b l l  agc

l?I,'l:'f11':. ::,. . -. it I r i lc i ,-r i-; 
-;

ii:,1'ffi.11l*,';'.,.ui;"iiir':rionnoire,l,s ll l i l 'il li] jii 'i
r r , , r ' j  r a rm , r r i s '  

' -  
- - .  - - - -  S l  ]  j  i

$jil{$iji'""f*i;"al;',,i; ' ] lil 1l ;i 
':l ti i 'i

2 2  l - - - - 3 1  8  i-  . .  i11  t l  i  l l  t i  4 .
- )  2 o l - - - - - - - - r  b r  s l  o  t  _

i l _ . _ _ . . _ i  , r i  J  J  2 -

r i  i

2 2  l i  4 1  l i  7
2 2 1 _ _ _ - -  _ l  3 l  E  7
2 t l  2  i  l l  i i
2 o l - - - - . - l  j  , J  I
r . 1 _ _ _ _ _ . . _ - i  5 1  4  3
r :  i _ , - _ _ _ _ -  1  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  7
1 2  l  t )  :  i l  I
J g l  2 1  1 : t , ,  2 2 1  3 0

L

ffi iiilfp,lqt jiiir+i i j$il:i1l*ri5ii i",ru iiiTtt[i'*;iinriiii:ir *l?:-*r
?;ifJ,'.'i!"#tllq,iiif.)$[;,fi,TS5,f;ittffiSlitf.l;-i ;.*ir.rr"i;it;slii;;;;i:ii,'oio,-,,o,,;
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l'-{BLE ti.-Principdr, kincls of ,irtrtustrial, h,orrte work done by cltild,ren, blr sec oI
cltiltl

Children under t6 -vears engaged in intlustrial home work

B0t  s GirlsKind of work

ler  cel l t
) iumber disl  r ibu-

l ion

Per cent
dislribu-

tion

100. 0

C o r l s - .  - - - - - - -
Pu l l iog  bnsr  ings
Finishing, sewing colltrs, anil lr lking

s leeves  _
Clean inq  tnL i  l r i l i l J r iLg
M a k i n g  h u l t o r r h u l e r -

144

169
7
1
o

d J

16
8

365

.16. 0
40. 5

1 . 3

E7
16
8

52ti

Pants
Vests-

Oiher-

Other

MiscelhDeous_

Powder  puds- - - - -
T r g s _  _ . . - _ _ _ _ _ _  . _ _ -
Artif lcial f lowers and ribbon rroveli ics-
L J c e  r n d  e l l l L , r o i ' l e r i e s - - . _  _ _ _
Dol ls  g r rme i l t s -
H r r , l l e r c l l i e f s -  - - . - -  - - - -
S t r i l r s  fUr  h r : rss ie res  l l t ,d  (n l . '  l s .
Berd  jewe l r l '
B u t t o n s - - , ,  - - - - ,

Emhro ider ing  dresses .  .  __
Berd iDg dressei . _

B u b y  s o c k s _ _ _ _ _ _ _

5 1 . 8

13.  3

10. 4
2 . 0
t . 0

44. 5

71
t;9
38
37
35
36
2 1
22
22
2 l
20
14
12
12
89

6 . 5
6. 1
3 . 4
3 . 3
3 . 2
3 . 2
2 . 1
1 . 9
1 . 9
1 . 9
1 . 8
r . 2
1 .  1
1 .  1
7 . 7

33
u

12
5

10
IO
o
I
7
7
4
6
4

35

2. iJ
10. 6
1 . 9
3 . 9
1 . 6

3 . 2
1 . 9
2 . 9

1 . 3
1 . 9
1 . 3

1 1 . 3

67
36
32
25
3 l
26
14
16
13

13
t0
6
8

r54

8 . 2

3 . 9
3 . 0
3 . 8

2 . 0
1 . 6
1 . 7
1 . 6
1 . 2
. 7

1 . 0
6 . 6

By far the .largest number of chil i lron (44 pcl cent) rvor.ked

," : , i : l_r , :1" ! r l r i .  , ,T l , l .  
r rns to bc er l r r ,crcr l . 'us.  i l r { ,  r r r t . r r ' i  c lo th ing

Ind l r s t l ' y  1s  ( )ne  o f  l l r e  l a l ges t  l i o r r re  u ' o r l <  d i . t r i b r r t i r r g  i r r dus t r . r es  r r r
this part of the-country ancl as Ne*'Yor.k, r 'hich it r i i ttr in commut-
gg distance of New Jersey. is its chief center of uranufacture in the
Un i ted  s ta tes .  Thc  nex t  I a ' ges t  q ' r ' ou r )  o f  c l r i l , h .en  (10  ne r  cen t )
r rere enrp loyct l  on . \ \ 'on len: i  , . lorh ing.  

-Al t l rorrg l r  
Xerv '  yo ik  is  th 'e

center for the manufactLu'e of l'odents clothi-ng as well rs ments.
home work on women's clothing other tiran dccorrrting (i. e., beading,
embroidering, etc.,l-hicli is l imitccl to a srnull part of iLe protl.ctiori) '
i s  con f i ne r l  f o r  t l r e  r r ro - t  1 ra r . t  t o  c l t ea l i  gu ln rcn t .  t  h r t  r . oau i r . e  I i t t t e
work, u'hereas horne rvorFc,n all gr..rtljrs Jf rnents ciothing is co*mon
in Nerv York. ' l 'he 'emainclgr of t l ie cii i ldren inclurlecl ln the studv
(46 per cent) were enga{erl on lnilnJ' r-aricties of rvor.lr. none of .whicL
even d,ppro. \ inra l ,c ,  I  in  i r r r l ror . tance i i re  c lot l r ing in t l r rs t I ics in  number
or cnrr(tren el]}uloverl.

-'_ 
t
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TTTE ITO}IE \VORKERS 2l
Following is _a._deso'iplion of the more important kinds of home

work done by chilch'cn:
lllen's clothing.

Four hrrnd'c.l rncl. l inetr'-four of the children included in the study
workecl on rr)cti s clr,thing. all but 24 of t irem on coats. A i itt le more
t h a n  I r n l f  , l i , l  c n l . r ' 1 1 , e  s i r n l r i e . t  r i - o r . k ,  p r r l l i n g  b a s t i n g s .  T h e
remainclel irchrerl r: ith.the-fi i ishing (doing: the fialcler or: simpler
parts, accorrl ir is to their abil ity). i inia sle?r,es', 

";a 
;*;,1 coll irs.

The nurnber cioing the last trvo l i incls of rvork.'ho\yever. was small
c_or:gpareC to the number cloing " finishing.,' 

' 
Finishing processes

d i f f c r  bo th  i n  an rouu t  an , l  i n , l r i a l i t y  o f  n -o l ' k  on  {he  th ree  ea rmen ts
iha t  make  r rp  t hc - . su i t .  On  co i t s  i t - cons i s t s  o f  f c l i i r r g  o r  se -w ing  the
sle.'e a'tl- br,.lJ' lining t-o t-hu coat.at,the shoulder siams and iieclr,
clorvn the.fr ', ' l t ,a.rouncl the bottom if t l ie coat is full l ined and up the
seams if it is half l ined, ancl ar,ound the armholes and cufrs. It mav
also inr l r r t lc  fe l  l ing rhe col lar  to  rhe conc f ln( l  o f ten prr l l ing bast ingi .
Some l  imes  nn  e . r t r n  ra te  i s .g i ven  : rn r l  c l ean ins  o r  t r immin !  requ i red ,
a  I ) r ' occss  t ha t  i nc l r r r l cs  l l r r l l i ng  l r r s t i ngs .  c l i t r p i ns  r r r ve l i ngs iand  t r im-
m ing  b r r l { onho les .  Son re  l l a r . t s  o f  co r r t  f i h i - l r i nq  a rn  more  d i f f i cu l t
t iran others, ancl onlv the-okler chilclren acquir:e sufficient skil l  to
finish a cgat' completeiy. a hev begin by fellini the lining at the cuff,
and gradualiv lerrln to clo, f ir 'st, t l ie iollar; ihcn tl ie shoulder anci
neck- seam-s I next t l ic sirles ancl botton; anrl f inallr the arnrholes,
which is the nrosl, clifllc^ult palt,_ns the -q-ork must be done smoothly
with fine stitches anci often is r.einfotccd n'ith a cloublc row of stitchl
iog. Children of all nges cen pull bastings, ancl it is seldom that the
olcler rnembers of the-frrnily f o^,rny_ of. this worlr. The follorving
description of tlic r,r'otir in bne f,rniilv is typical of the manner iil
rnhich-hon're voll< on coats is clivicled amons inembers of the familv:
The motiier rncl orre rl i i ld. 15 vears of age, felled the coat at the
shoulcler, necl<. ancl armholes; ahother child, 14 vears of age, sen'ed
the cufrs; this same cli i lcl anil two otl iels, 10 an,1 11 vears of age,
carried the rrorlr 1o ancl florn the shop l and all three and two si.ili
younser (whocver happenccl to be preient rvhen the mother .wanted
the rvork clone) pullecl bastings.

Finishing troi.iier:s is sirnple-r than finishing coats. It inl'oh-es less
work and tlie stitches neeii not be so fine. trt consists of fellins the
lining around aircl tricliing it along the lorver edge of the waist, se,wing
the tining at the crotch or reinforcing it n' ith'tape, and ba-sting and
felling the bottoms. It sometir-r"res inclucles sewins on buttoni and
tickets. pri l l ing bastings, ancl trimmingl ancl, as t ' i th coats, it is
these simplcr operations that usnallv fall to the lot of the younger
children.

Finishing on vests consists of fell ing the l ining at the back of the
neck and sbir.ing tlie btickles on the stiaps. The"worlr is done easily
by children, but onl.v trvo of tlie fnmilies intervierved reported this
I\IOrK.

Other kinds of home worl< given out bv manufacturers of men's
c lo th ing  i n t ' l r r r l e r l  mak ing  b r r t l onho les .  l i n i i r g  s l eeves .  i r n r l  se l - i ng  co l -
lars-all hand operations. Buttonhole making is diffcult and is very
seldom done by'children. Onl;r 6ve of thosi'included in the study
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22 CHILDREN IN INDIISTRIAL rroME \YoRl( IN N!]\V JERSEY

repo"rletl, i t-a 1ri-year-okl girl yho;e -mother was trying to -"uppotr,
t l ic f irrrri ly in tl i is l 'av drrring the fr.-thelts i l lness" arid a'1,t-veal'-old
boy  u l ro  r i ' l r s  l e i . r l n i ng  f i ' , n r  i r i s  b l o thc r  (a  t r i l o r . )  r ' r . e l ) i i l . ; t o i . \ -  t o
enteling the tlacle rvhi:n he should lear,e schocl. Linii s i l ..t.ot "cotr-
sists of fasl crring ihc i ining to ti ie rnaterinl rvith a r"ciiv oll basting
along the insicle searn, another row around the elbo'v. and tu'o lon's
a ro r r r rd  t l r c  c r r f f s .  l t  i ne l r rdes  tu ln ing  the  sJceves  and  so r . t i nJ "  f l r cm
in fo  l r n i r s ' eud r  f o '  r l e l i ve ' v .  t t  i l  t t , , ne  f r v  

" f - . ' f , i r . " " ;  
i . l i ;

: r t l i i l t ' .  t l r e  smn l l ec  ones  o f t en  t l o i ng  on l y  t l i e " t u rn ing  and  pa i r i ng .
S*r ' ins col l r rs  consists  of  se* ing iog" t l re i  tho uppcr  a] .c l  t rn, l i r  s i , lbs
o f  t l r c  co l l r r s  nc loss  t l : n  t o r r  r n t l  t Lc  i r r . o  s i des . ' I t  e rn  be  t l one  by
childrcn, though" as a nrle, i i  is not done by tl ie vounger oo... 

' .

Reca'r;e of thc ease n-ith '-hich the ' 'roilr on"mcnts clothin. can be
clividcd irrto simple operations, a larger nurnber of vouns ?hil. l ten
\\:ere engaged in this worlr than on any other founcl in ihe stuclv.
fuily one-tl ircl,of thcm being under 10 years of age a'cr one-tentri
nncler 8. Ot the total number of chiidien uncler' i2 years of age
engaged in horne rro'lr, one-half n-ele founcl in this inch.r-"trv. Boiis
as r-;ell :;s ,f i. ls heiped, 148 of the 4g4 chilclren being bovs"and S46
gir is .  ' i ' !x ' - r ror  

i t  o f  t l ro  l rovs.  hor ievor .  r \ -as a lmosl  cn i i r .e l i -  r rns l t i l )cr , l ,
onlv. 13 of th"eir nurnbel liering repolted anything more cl'iflicult thari
pu l l i ng  | ns i  i nss :  t l r e  g i r l s  i no re .  f r eq r i en t l y ^  d i t i  t he  ac t r r l I  se l i ns .
Bv fal the la'gor part of the'rr:n's clothine finishecl by home rvorkeis
) l r rs ,d is t l ib t tp i l  l rv  locr l  eontract  s l r6 i rs  n-h ich serr -ed\c l ,  Yor . l l  ant l
l ' l r r l n r l e l I l r : r  manr r f l e i r l r e r s .  on l y  a  r -e ry  f cn '  f am i l i e ' s  r c Io r . t c r l
obtaining u'orl< fl 'om the rnanufrrcirir.er; in each of these caies the
factory l'as a local one ancl the material not brought from a distance.
Wornen's clothing.

r{ome n-or'k orLl wornents clothing consistecl chiefly of crocliet beacl-
ing and emb.oiclcry. ail but 8 of the 111 children ri lho reportecl work
on.  \ \ 'ontcn s g?rn lents hnl ing t lone one_or t l re  ot l rer .  Of  the e ight
( l ( J rng  o t l rF l ' l e r r r l s  o r  l o l l i ,  f ou r  t r r r ne t l  bo l t s  o f  eh . rp  eo { {on  d resses
nf t .er  thev ha, l  becn s i i rched j r r  o t i r * r .  r r rernbors of  ihc fami l r .  I  one
hn ts i t , , r I  co t t on  r l r esses .  a  . i ob  t L r t ,  cons i s ted  o l ' t r r r n i ng l  t i r c  he r i i s  und
sewing on belts ancl bultons; two hernstitchecl dressesl a'cl one
p r r l l c , [  1 ] i n ' a r l s  l ) r ( , 1 ) i t r a {o l . \ -  t o  l r c i ns t i t c l r i i r e .

I l r r r l , r . ro i r  le l i i l , ' i  r i r r l  cr t ,chel  br l , i  ing reqrr i re mure s l r i l l  thun t l re
gt'nt,r'rl lun of horne .work found in this itucl;,. The home lvorlrer
rcceives the ch'ess or blouse to be ciecorated in sections ul,:*ciy,
ltgrnpec! with tire design, a pattern _including either fo.r" pin...'"
( f 'ont .  bnck.-an, l  s lccv ls)  or  i l , ree ( f ronr  

"n, i  
. r . *uus) .  

-  
the.e in

preparation for lvorkinfT are se\yed 
'in 

wooclen frame's simiiar to
quilt frames lvhich mor;e often than not are ruclely -nit" iro tt 

"rvo 'k t ' rs  th . rnsc l 'es.  The tvpc of  enrb 'o iderry g i r - .n"ouf  t "  u-  ar""
1l l ] :nrqr t irough inclurl ing inosr of tr,e o.di iaiy st i tches. is i i .urlry
srml)re rn ( rcs lgn, . i rn t l  

, t t re l l fore compr|at ive lv  easy to do,  but  lhe
I r0 l lQ rng  t s  mo l ' e  ( l l l f i c l l l t .  ' I ' l r e  

bea r l s .  s t r r rng  on  a  t h re r t [  o f  t he  co lo r
of the mrrterr'al, rre held to the under sicjle of the work ancl the beacl
caught rlp^rr r chrrin stitch with a crochet hook rvhich is punchecl in
rund  o r r t  o f  r l i e  n ia te r i a l  . f r on r  { l r e  uppe r  s i , l e  a long  the  p , \ i i n rn :  t l , e
r rndo r  s i , l e  o f  l l r e  rnn te r i r l .  as  P lucc , i  i n  i he  f r am? ,  f r * i , i s i h " , i o l - , t
sicle of the clress whr.n i1 is completerl. Althongl, it ir- i"t ,iiftA];
to iearn the stitch used in c.och.t beacling, neatness is essential. and
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cnre rnufit be tlken tlr lr.t. l irc hor;l< cloes not leuvc & pel'mancnt hole
in the ruatc i ' i : l l .  I t  l .  s i r i t l  t l r i t  tLe cr 'e  ancl  nerve st f r in  f rom con-

linuetl n'ofl i  ( if t ir is:o1 ir r,c\-t 'Le ur,l t l ic rvolkers sool t-i le f lom
s too t ) i r i 3  o t  e t '  i l r l '  i ' i  r t l t t , ' .' 

Ot tir. 1.1;:i t\ilth'en intervieweil 16 reportcd r,vorh on crochet
beatiin:l' an,l Si on cirrbroiclclv. 'I'hough for the most part thestl
' ,t"r '" , l i . ier ciri l ' i i 'cn. 2 under'- 10 yeru'J of age hacl done crochet
trce,-Lilg- aitd 6 unricr 10 ltatl done eribroiclery. 

.-'Ihat 
young children

clo noi'1rcIp o{1-t. ler'.. i ' i th this x-ork is partly bcriitttc the pulents are
r r n u - i l l i r r g  t , ' '  i l t  t l r e r n  l r l  i r .  e . p * , ' i u l l y ' i f  i f  i s  t o  b e  t l o n e b n  d e l i c ' ; i e
fabrics, is thcy ar.'e usuliil' h.'l..l re-i,.,nsible fc,r ttnY chrnage" evcn
to the'cost o{ the crit i le"galttt lnL \ 'Len it ctrn not be r:efailed.
Another reasi)n is i, irtt rrcit irer: tvpe of lrork is easily brokcn up into
sirlr lr le opelations acli i lr lecl to flte nbii it ies of cli i ft lren of vaIior-rs
&sei. T'i-roLre-h t,ight clilch'cn unck'r' 12 ycars of nge reporte.d titab
tircv iind sir:rrecl ihe l.or'l< rvith the otiier rneurbers of thc faniilv,
rroikin*- olrll thc iircncir knots or simple lrunning stitches, as a rule
cli i ir l leir e it l iei '  i l ir i  not help at all or ?id the lri i ,, le proceqs. t loth
J , , . l r , l i r r g ' r r n , l  rmL , to i , l e l y  i ' c i l r r i r e  so l i ) e  p l ' uc t i ce  bc f t l r ' , ' p l o l i c i e r r cy  j s

i ex , ' ) , o , i .  - \  n r t t , i b , ' r  o f  t l r , " ch i l , l r ' , ' r t  r c l l o r t cJ  t h r r t  t l r ey  d i t l  nu r  t l c ,
t ir is *-olk in tlrt ' ir owrl hones but only at the shop oi the subcon-
tractor. rvirelc theirwork coulcl bc supei'r'ised. One^chilcl statecl tliat
she sei'r,ctl a regli lar rr|plenticc.l i ip rvith the subcontractor and
another that siie ioc,k ie=itns f 'rr tu'devenings at a cost of $5 beiore
sire begirn tr"iring rvclk hotire.

nlaking pnwder puffs.
Serving porvrler pu1ls may inlolre mali ing the entire pttlT, or, as is

t l r e  c l t s r ' , r 1 i i 1 , , . , , , , , . , ' l i r l r r s  i l r a {  l r , r r c  i t r s t r t l l e t l  t r t r , ' l r i r r e s  f o r  s e r r i n g
r l r , , i r r  r o q .  l l r " r  .  r : r : : r '  r ' o l t : i : t  o 1 '  r r r t ' r , ' l . i -  l r i l r r i n g .  l i l l i n g .  : r n , l  c l r t s i n q
thern. ' l ' ire inal ci ' i :r l as it ( lorl les to the lrotrie -*-or'1i,- 'r 'coltsi- 'ts of cii '-
1 1 , 1 ; 1 1  ; ' i r ' , ' r , s  c l  1 t , j r ; u l  o i  I i r t ' - i z , ' o f  t l r e  p r L l i ' .  p i e , ' e s  o f  c o t t o n  r v u , l , l i l r l l
of t i ie^ sume tl imensioris {ol f i l i ing. anci stl i is of nalrorv l ibbon foi '
lianclics or loolrs. -!o;li:tirncs the i:iJ)bon is- oti1t1tlie,1 in thc tlesiletl
lcneths anrl soiuctinrcs the rrolkels nrust cllt i t t l iemselves. To mtke
thc"pirif trvo pieces of r-elour are plt together rvrong-sii le out, n' ith
tlie iibbol hurliie or' lco'lr insertccl betrveen. antl servecl titre c-{oru'ths
of the rrlv ai 'ounrl t l ie eilge l ith lalger lr inning stitches' ' I 'he pil l l
is then tui'nerl, liilcd, ancl ilo-=ec[ rvith oi'ercasting stitclies.

All the iaurii ies reliolt ing x'or' l i  on pott ' i ler puiTs in this str"rdy
\ycre loririt,.ril in Newnil antl-niost of thi-iri obtainecl their work from
tin'ee locril contlar:tors -rilo cl.istributcd for Nen' Yorlr fir'ms.

Severitr '-forrr chil i lren (7 per cent of ali those intervierved) reported
tl i is worir. i iot all. hori-ei-er. nacle the entire pu1T. Oontiactors
were reportecl as bcinq pttrt irul.rr. lttt l  sorne chilclr 'el attetnlltecl only
the insirle serl. ing. Iearrifc t lre closing to more skil led I 'orkers. Those
not able to marrige the s.e.r' ing opclations tt dusted " the lelour (that
is, renrolecl the r':r i-cl ings flom ti ie frayetl edges) ancl pnt the piet'es
toscther in lr lt prlatjon for seu'ing. or tt irned and fi l ied the puff
ler..,lt' for ct<ising. 0{ the ?4 r'eporlting t}iis work, 14 x.ere undei 10
ven r i , r f  r : r e  and  3 i  ( ne r r r ' l t ' i r r t l l ' )  r r ' . ' r ' e  t t t t t l c r ' 12 .  Scvcn  bovs  ne re
iluitrg this-x-olk. Altl,orrgL tire wolk is not cliff icult, i t can-become
extrcrncl\. i ironotottous xhen continued for anY length of t irne ancl
the ciiilciren ale allrays delishtecl to be rid of"it. As one chiid ex-
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p'cs'ccl it to the clii lt lren's Bureau agent, ((r hate the sight of ap.rvtier pufll ther.i 'nruke'ic,sick. r'm gladmother i,.n;l goi;ig to do
.Ti^.Tl"_rf, 

of thern duling the summei. It's just like !oi"g "r, 
u

\-acat10n. "

Stringing tags.
st' inging tags-is e_asy,. unskil led work. The children intervierrecl

lepor ted val i<-rus k i r r t ls  of  tag st r ing i r rg.  T l re s iml , lest  k ind ant [  that
most  o{ ten , lone bv t . l r i l , [ rc [  requi ie . l 'onry u s l ip 'knr t  i "_ t r r .  s t r ing
at the hole of the 1i1q or only a tri ist of ihe rvire at the end. Another
varrety of  t rg.  n ' l r ich \ \ 'as common brr t  rvh ich rcqui red nrore lor .k ,
rvas st rung rv. i th  a wire insr . r te ,  I  throrrgh the hole 'an inr ,h o,  =o,  i f id
short end twisted arountl the long end and bent dori'nii'ard at the
b.ack of the tug. I lany tags hatl sTrings knotted o.r"* ui t 'hf hole of
t he  tug  an r I  n ra_ny  hnd  t l r e  s t r i ng  kno l t cd  t r v i ce ,  i n  a  s l i pkno t  a t  t he
Jro le anr l  a  hrr . t l  knot  at  l l re  r .nr l .  ' I 'he 

st r ing uscd is  somet imes,h i r rd
and cii l l icult to knot and sometirnes soft and pliabic, i lof th"-*o"L.,
has no clioice as to n_ratc'ial-he must acceptin. u.Jig".neni as it is
given- one otl ier variety of tag knorvn'as the ,, i.r,aru.t ; '  .,tu.

{ourll lr but not so f.eq.cntly as tle orher 'arieties. to ri. i"g thi,
tag l l ro  n 'o 'ker  mcrelys l i . ; rs" i t  onto a heavy col )per  c l ip .  no t* t i . t i r rg
b1ing.1,cc i ; -nry.  .  I ror :  dc l ivcry,  a l l  tngs orr . t  t  i  !or ted ' in  bun, , l ,es of
1] r , r t1 l  

l r  t r le  | ' t . rngs tu r .s{er l  togct l rer^so t l rey cnn not  lcoscn,  i rnr l
packer l  rn boxes-r  s ; rec i f ied nrr r rber  of  brrnches to a box.  I i  anv of
the tags nre nrr r r rbo.e i [ ,  a= u, .n b l rgcage cnd cx l ) ress f  rg. .  ] " "  ln- iu ;*
I l : ,y : i ] : t  

be ko1, t  in  nrrmc. i t .a l  <_, i . ler .  * .hen bunch*a.- , i i r . .  I ,ack insl l re  l loxes mrrst  bc * ' ra1,ped and t ie t l  togetr rer  arr t l  a  snmple t r rg l ,a . t t , , Ion  l l r e  ou ts i t l e  o f  t he  6o i .
P .a r ' { i ca l l y  a l l ^ t he ' racs  s t rung  by  t h "  ch i l c j r en  we re  rhe  p roc l r r c t  o f

f t  - L \e \ vn l ' k  manr r f l e t  u re r  r vho  d i s t r i b r r t e r l  on l y  t o  Newr rk  f lm i l i es .
I'liis firrn stated that more than three-fourtlis or the i"g.^."r,L rry
ll l :T. lT.l- 

strung bv.home worlrers. In general the f;; i l ies pro_
cu rc r l  t he r r  ma to ' i u l  d i r ec t l v  f  r , om the  f i rm . ' b r r f  f i ve  ch i l d l en  , , " po ' . t . , 1
tJra l  lhey had obta ined i t ' { r 'orn one neighbo",  

"  " -o-on.- - 'Tn.  
f i r *qro, not recolfnrze any -co_ntractor. This \yoman rvas not a rcg[lar

l l l t. l" l_f?lin 
that she did not distribute the rvork outsicle he" h?m";

f , ] -  l " : , ' : , , {  
obt . t rnod an ex l  la .sr rp l r ly  and encouraget l  the neighbor_

nood c l l l ldren to corr re in  and help st r ing them, prr -y ing l rom j  cents
io i . t 'ents per  l . { }00 k,ss r l ran she reccived herset f l  i t  tne t ime of
lln, !_"i:1" 

agent's visit she had 10 children at work, including 8
or l ler own.

-,fi{:-'^f:I ;fringing are available almost all the year around,
Slthough durtng the snmmer months the supplv is lifiited because
r t  r s  t he  s l ack  season .n t  t l r e  f ac to ry .  The  regJ ia r i t y  w i t h  r v l r i ch  t he
families ern obtain the-m, ho*ever] depend. t ro-t 

"i i*"t 
i,po" rr..o

fluctuation in the number of workers applying. &;;; ;;iiier ex_
plained, * The n-ork is not seasonal, bui'tiere-is .;^; ;;;i. Tnut i,
lo t  q?l lu lo. r , ,and when,rhat  is  g jvcn ou- t  Io ts  of  fo- i f i .=  qui i ,  and
then there rs  lo ts  o1 '* ' r rk .  ot l rer  t imes there is  easy work nnd eve.y-
bor ly  rvants i t .  ant l  then there, is  hard ly  

"nough 
t ; "g" ; " ; ; ;J : . ; '

I ,s  s l r tngrng.  \ r 'as .epo' ter l  by 69 of  the l , lJL chi l r l ren_33 bovs
an{1.3u r r r ls .  ' l 'he 

nrrmber of  bo) 's  r lo ing th is  * . , r . ]< r -ns sccon, l  oni .v
to the nurnber working on men's" clothing. The work b"i"g .i*ptu',
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smali children help as rvell as older ones. Of the 69. 41 n'ere under l-2
ancl 6 rvere under B.
Artificial ffowers.

C'iri lclren rvere founcl rvoll i ing on artif icial f lol-ers in North Bersen.
Ncu'a t ' l< ,  nnd Pnto lsorr .  In  Nol t l r  J i ' r 'gen t l rc  n o l l<  \vus procurct l
from two fir 'rns in a neighboring borough which rl i:.tr i l ,ttctl^in three
or four small tor,vns ncar by. and in Nervark and Patelson f,ron con-
tractors scrving Nen' Yorir ' manufactulers. In North Rcrsen the
r.ork consistedbf ,making paper and cloth florrers ancl lear-es--small
b t rnchcs  o f  ho l l l ' ,  po inse t t  i l s  sc t  i n  a  u ' ho r l  o f  l eavcs ,  an t l  s1 , r , i us  o f
p i r re rv i th  s i lver  cones for  the Chr is t rnrs t rar le l  ant l  r r l I  r 'a l ie t ie 's  of
imall flolvers to be uscd on rnillinerv for tire Easter trade. 'Ihe

chilclren's share in the rvorl< n'as confinld for the nro-.t part to pasting
parts of tire florver together preliminary to assembling and putting
stems on leaves, a process rvhich required merelv daubing the rrire
sten in glue and pressing it against the leaf unti l i t aclhered. It is
simple norl<. but care mtrst be taken that the stems are rvell glued
or they might loosen and be sent back to be reclone n'ithout pay."

fn Ncrra*rk ancl Paterson the rvork ran entirely to sill< flowbrs for
trimming Lrnderrvcar and novelties, such as vanity bores, powder
bass. and bassinette accessories. 'Ihev rrele of alI r-aricties add rvere
ma-cle usually of narrow ribbon caughi up around a group of stamens
or foldcd to simulate nctals. Children rvho could not make the
florvers bunched stameni. A popular form of this ryork in Neu-nrlr
\\'as rosebucl braid. The l'orker rvas furnished n'ith a spool of sillr
braid resembling rickrack, and after making tiny losebntls by roll-
ing bits of ribbon into shape sewed them onto the braid at regular
lnterYals.

In the three cit ies 38 children, of whom 6 rvere boys, reported rvork
on'fio\vers-all but 2 of them 1d years of age or over.

Dolls' clolhes.
\\rork on clolls' garments is illegal in tenements but may be carried

on in one and trvo'family homes. 
"Of 

the 19 families doing this rvork
included in the stuclv. 12 rrele living in tenements ald there{ore
n'orking i l legally. (See pp. 7, 62.) 

-In 
making dolls' clothes the

chi ldren usual iv  d i t l  the minor  processes.  leaving 1hc se$' ins.  n 'h ich
has to be c lone by machine.  to  the o l , le l  mcnibers o[  t l re  f rLmi ly .
I)ollst dresses, together n'ith the necessary trimming, are reccived by
the home worker cllt out reaclv for makins. All seams must bc
seln, hcrns turned, and trimrning stitched on around the neck and
sleer-es aricl sometimes dorvn the- front. If bloorncrs are inclucled
with the clresses, or the garments to be made are rompers, elastics
must be put in as rvell. As a rule the home worker, to make as rnuch
speed as possible, seams all the dresses in the " brrtch t ' at once, pass-
ing from-one garment to another without cutting the tl ireacl. '  Tirls
done. she clips the drcsses apart. ancl in the same mrnner se\\'s on
the trimmin$. She again ciips tl iem rpart, tr ims off the threacls,
turns them to the riglit sit le, presses them rvhen neccssaly. arid packs
them readv to be rcturned to the factory. These last proce..ses-
clipping, turning, pressing,, and par.king--lare the parts oi the rvork
tha t  r r su r l l y  f r l l  t o  t l r e  c l r i l d ren .  O f  t Le  36  r t , po r l  i ns  r i - o r k  on  r l o l l s '
dresses, only 8 helped with the sewingl 1 wai 11 j'ears old, l rvas
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12, ancl tlie other 6 rvere 13 or oler'. O{ thosc, cloing the sirnpler
t ) rocesses.20 ' lve le lcsst l ian 12ancl  I1 less thnn i i )  r 'c l t ls  o l r l .- 

\\r ith one exception ti ie horne rr,ollrct 's rloi,rg-tir is t1'pe of work
procured their rvorli f lom contrtrctols; ttre rnriuit i ' : tr ' 'cirreiJ fulnishing
the l.ork rvele located in Nerv Ycll< Citv. Tlrc orrlr, contrnctor I'ho
rvas willing to teil l-liat plofit site macle rcirortcti nrtting ftorn 2 to
10 cents for each tlozen dlesses.

Ilakine clolls' dresses soon becomes monotonotts. its does all rvork
tha t  i s  s i l l i t  up  i n to  s i r np le ,  r e l l e t i t i v c  p l ' o {  osscs )  r i l : r [  ( ( ) r n t ) l i t i r i t s  o f
monoton^y rreri.' flequerrtiy'hearcl. AJ one \yortian e;<cliiirnecl, ttl

thouglrt i would go crazy,"the rvorli \yas so teclious."

Handkerchiefs.
Handkerchiefs are both scallopecl ancl embroitlered lrv home rvorlr-

e l s ,  b t t t  o f  t he  t n ' o  k i n t l s  o I  r r , , t l l t : , ' r r l l op ing  l - r -  t ' e l , . t , i t " , l  I r t , , i ' , ' f l e -
anentlv bv the clt i ldren. I{tndlierchiefs lvel'e clistl ibrrtcrl for
scalloliing by one lilm in Noi'th Bctgen autl t\\'o in Soutii River.
No contractol's ..vet'e usc'cl in tliis incl'.rstry, aucl in every instirnce the
home rvc,rker leccirred the init itr l rrrie paiC br. t l ic factolv. Aithough
the rvork is ar-aiiable tl ie vear rortncl, it is especiallv aburrl.rir it in the
sp r i ng ,  f r om - \ l a r c l r  t o  ) [ uy .  ] f un r l l i " r ' , ' l r i c f  t ' t r , l r t ' o i , l p r i t r g .  r r ' l r i t i i .  r s
fo r rnd  i n  t h i s  s t t r r l y .  eons i s t c t l  o f  t l c ' ' u l ' l i t i nu  t l r e  ( ' o l  n , ' l ' i  o i -  l r l r t r i l ; , ' t ' -
chiefs that have alri:aclv been hemstitchecl in the frctuli. is rnachine
\york entirehr. It ivai found only i l Srrutir I l i ler, 

-.rha.e 
many

familics. after thc man'ner in r'ltich they rvere accrtstomccl to l'olk
in thc oirl country. have estal.rli-uliecX rr-or:lishops in rinuscrl rooms of
their homes or in detacliccl shecls in ti ie valcl ancl clepentl ulron this
form of home l.ork for their l iyelihootl, the fatl ic'r clevoting his
entire time to it and tlic mother ancl chilch'cn nssisting riliele thcv
can. No contractors \vel'e founcl in this jndustry. the horne n'orkels
recciving t,hc.ir or-clcrs directiy from frctoriei ' in Perth AmboS',
Camdcn, ancl Nerv York Citv. J\-olk is alailal., le during the enti lo
r loar .  l r r rb t l rc  i - ,ust -  sotson i5- [ l1q pcr io, i -  i r rs t  l r locei l inr  Ci r ' is tmrs.'  

The process o[ 'scal loping consi - ts  of  cr l t t i is '  1 l ,p  =, 'x l l r rpt 'd  e,  lges
of hancikerchiefs that hirr-e-Drnr-iouslv bcern ernbroidered bv maclrine
in tire factorv. The liandkei'chiefs aie enbroiclerccl on long strips of
material anil"are cllt apart as they are scallopcd. Each stl ip conlnins
72 c,lozen and usuaily 6 or 8 extra to maiie ttp the number in case of
spoi lage.  , \ { ter  bei i rc  scel lopoJ t i r t 'y  nr i rs t  bc r lo t tc  t rp i r t  l - r r rn, l les of
i aorc-n each, and soiiretimcs they must also be prcsied and folr.led.
A snecial klird of scissors. crirrleil after the ni"nt.e. of manicrrre
scissbrs, is used for scalloping I ancl as they must be lrept sharp cale
must be taken thrt thev clo not slin ancl cut into the embroiclerv.
The hanclkerchiefs mav-be of silk. li'nen. or cotton. and of one mat"e-
rial nnd color or of two. Coloreri voiles rvit l i  cleirl bolclels of cm-
b ro ide rcd  nc t  \ r e re  a  popu la r  va r i t  t _ r '  a t  t l r e  t ime  t l r e  s t r i , l . v  r r , r s  be i r rg
made. Wlicn two kincls of materials or tn'o colors ale cornbinccl the
home rvork entailecl is greater than rrhen only one nl."lterirri an<l color
is used, as the embroidery joining the contra.sting nxrtelials or colors
must be trimmecl as rvell ers tlie outsicle eclge of tirc iranr'lliclchief.

The equipment for embroiclering handkerchiefs is installed bv the
home n'orker at his o\\rn expense and requil.cs N con!idcrable init ial
outlny. trt consists of trvo machines, an embr,oi{icring mnchine and a
neetlle-threading machine, tire forrner costing $1,000 6 $2.000, clcpend-
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ilig _upon whether it holcls 12 clozen or 22 d.ozen handkerchiefs, and
the latter fronr $200 to $B(X). In aclclit ion to the init ial expense ol the
machilery the horne worker must buy his orvn threacl, niedles, lr-ax,
and oil. The n orncn arrtl ch i lth'en usr-rally " set up " the machine, but i[
rs always opcratctl L._r, the.{lthe'r. " Setting r4r "'consists of threacling
the  nced les .  f i t t i n r J  t l r e r r r  i r r t n  t l r r ,  t ce t l r  o f  i i r c -  mach ine .  rnd  spunn in !
the handkelchiefs. Necrllcs ale thleucled in tite needle-threa.1^ins rt,u-
chine, the opera_tion. of ri- l i icl i is r-ely simple. -ft consists merely of
putt-i lg the neeclles in a {rarrre ancl trirnins a nheel that opelatejthe
m u c l r i n e r y  ! y . r l , ' , . 1 ,  t l r e  t l r r ' , . r r , l  i s  r . r r n  t l r l o r r g l L  t l r c  e l - e .  . . S l r a n n i n g ' ,
consists of fastt 'ninu the hnnrlkelchicfs in rr fr.rrme jn such a-rvay that
the corner to bc crnlrroirleicti is hcld tlut and ti ie lemainder of the
material foklccl bar:l i  out r,rf t le l-ay c,f t l ie nceclles. 'Io oper.ate the
embroidering macli ine the olreratoi sits in fr.ont of it anci l ' i th one
hand guidcs r r  s t . r ' lus ccross un enlarged pnt tern of  the t les ign to i - re
en rb ro i , l t ' r ' e ,1 .  r v l r i l e  r v i t i r  t i r e  o the r  he " tu r r i s  a ' r vhee l  r vh i ch  r r i oves  the
needles back and forth. Ii'ery movement of the stylus is reproclucecl
!y t i l" needles and the pattcrn thus cluplicated in embroicleiv on the
handkerchiefs.  \Vhen-the embroicte ly  is  conrplcred l l re  e l r i ldren
again help rv i th  the rvork.  ' . i l rey "cr i t  r l ,e  j r rnrp st i tch ' ' - that  is ,
t i im arvai  the threads lc- f t  by t l ie  needle on" t l rc 'wr .onl r  s iL le of  t l rd
mater i r r l  as i t  jumps f rom one pal t  o f  the pat ter .n to"anot l rer . - re-
move the handkerchiefs from the frame. ancl^count and bundle thern.
Tirey also rernoye the needles from tLe machine and clean them
ready to be rethreaded for the next design.

- As rvould be expected, conside-ring tlie necessary initial expense,
the remuner'ation for this. type*crf honre n'ork is coirsiderably digher
than that for most varieties.- The rate. rvhich is in nccoldairce ivith
the number of stitches in the desisn and the number of hanclkerchiefs
to be-decorated, varies flom 3 to-5 cents per 100 stitches for 1 dozen
hanclkerchiefs-

.Thirty-sis_ ch.ildlen reported rvork on handkerchiefs, 14 helping
l ' i th  t l re  enr l , r ro i r le l i r rg qnd 2J t - i th  the sc l l lop ing.  These rvere fo?
the most _paqt older chilch.en, only 8 of the 36 beihg under 12 years
qhS":  IJoth s.cal loping and cut i ing "  ju .p "  sr i tches.  a l rhough not ,
d i f f icu. l t ,  are ' ' t ick l is l r  

' '  
jobs,  rs  i t  is"eaiy  to cut  inro the err r l_ l .b i t lery

or !r1]p the handkerchief. 
'They 

ar.e nbt trusted, therefore, to th"e
unskillecl lrlnds of S.ounger children. Nine of those assistiirg with
the embroidering and only one of those helping .with the scal)oping
were bovs.
Lace and embroidery.

Lace ancl embroiclery,,in the form o{ edges, insertions, medallions,
and scalloperl collar ancl cuff sets, were seirt ' to horne r,rorkers to be
cut flom the mesh or muslin into .lvhich thev are \voyen. 'Ihev

come from the machine in broad pieces containing a number of strip"s
of edging or insertions, or. sever.al^ clozcn medallio-ns or collar and cffi
sets which must be cut trltart. 'Ihe work is the same as that entaiied
in seal loping hnnt l l<er .ch- iefs .  fn  rhe case of  medal l ions ant l  jnser-
trons only a straight edge has to be follorved, but in the case of
er lg ings and col lar .  and , . r r f f  sets the mater i r l  has to be cut  awav in
seal lops.  Af ter  the crr t t ing is  eompleted a l I  ravel ings and supei f lu-
ous threads l iave to be trimmed away. the edgings" and insertions
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wounrl on cards. and tlie meclallions and collars and cuffs bunched in
, lozens ready for  del ivery to the buyer .  As in  scal loping hant iker .ch iefs,
r ' r r rver Isc issols  are requi rcd for  th is  wor l<.  and these the rvorkers must
furnish themselves. As the material is often valuable and a sliu of
ihe sc issors corr ld  do great  damage,  a charge - for  damuse is  oTtcn
matle by tlre factorv in or,ler to inslure cflre on the part of ihe wor.ker.
The pract ice d i l l 'ers  rv i th  the d i f ferent  factor ies l  In  one , .  i f  r .ou
spoil-a lot you have to_pay, but if you spoil just a l itt le the f6re-
x'oman hollsrs at you." At anothei 10 clnts 

-is 
charged for every

prece sporled.
Chiltlren cutting laces and embroideries \vere found in North

Bergen, South River, and Sayreville. fn all instances the work was
!'listributetl clilectly by the factories. The work is not seasonai but
is it 'regular', depending npon tl ie rate at rrhich {actory orders ar.e
received.  As one mother  expressed i t , t tThe work comes bv f i ts  and
starts. Sometimes there is a lot to be hurriecl off ancl so-etim.* vou
can take vour time.t'
- 4+o"g the clilch.en reporting home work 3? cut lace or em-
broidery i+- one form or ariother." Of these, 26 were 12 years of age
or over. Twelve of them were boys.
Brassieres.

Home'n'ork on brassieres consists of fastening hooks and eves on
strips of material whjch are afterwar.ds served onto the sarm-ent in
the { rc tory.  _The st l ips come in 21,36.  and 48 yarr l  lengrhs,  and
thc hooks-und eyes are s l ippecl . in to a fo l t l  in  the"mater ia i th iough
an opening left in the stitching, at regular intervals of three-
quarters oF an inch,  1 inch,  or  2" inches.  

-Hool<s 
ar .e s l ippecl  in  by

hand, but for eyes the workers use a simple liand machine rrhich is
furnished them by the manufacturer. This machine consists merely
of a_clamp rvith an elongatecl arm terminating in a hook similar to a
crochet hook ancl fittecl rvith a catch that moves backward ancl for-
wa rd .  The  o l re r r i ng  i n  {he  s t r i p  i s  s l  i ppe t l  ove r  t h i s  hook  an t l  t he
ere fitted into-lhe catch. \\-ith a quiclr^' icrk of the material for.u.ard
tbe ca{eh spr ings forwart l  anr l  fastens thc eve in the st r in .  The
muchine gauges the d is tance betr teen tb.  Syul  anr l  arr toni r r t ica l lv
moves the st r ip  up to the proper p lace.  I t  i js imple to operate anr l
t l re  work car  be done w- i thout  ihe worker 's  lookine nt  i t .  One
mother who had three children engagecl in this u-<.,rk1e1torted that
t l r r  eh i l d ren  usua l l v  read  r vh i l e  t hev  n -e re  t l o i ng  i t .

This work rras distributed to th'e horne rtorT<er.s bl. trvo rnanufac-
turers, both located in Newark. One of these l 'as planning to dis-
continue the horne rrork in the near future, ns he ri'as Deliecting a
machine that rvould do the same rvork inside the factoryl Although
he  p lanned  to  g i  ve  ou t  some  u 'o rk  i n  connec t i on  w i th  t h i s  r r rac l r i ne -
the filling of metal tubes rvith hooks anri eyes at a rate of 2 cents a
piece-the number of rvorkers who could be supplied .would be cut
considerablv.

In the cou.se of the stucly 24 children were found who n'orlied
o.n brassiere strips. At first, as one nrother reported, the childr.en
like to manipulate the machine, but thev tire of it eventually and
corrsider it morrotonous r,volk. The children doins this rvork lvere
of all ages from 8 years up. Ten of them were bovs.

Provided try the Maternal and Child Health Library, Georgetown University



TIIE HOIIE WOFI{ERS 29

Bead jewelry.
Bead jen 'c l rv  is  one of  those pol i r r la l  novel t ics.  that  apperr  on the

markeI  s t t r  idenl r - .  la . t  onl r -  a  s l to t ' t  t ime l rc forc.  t  l rc t r  popular l ty  w_rtnes '
and finallv tlisnpl-rt',rr altogether. .\t the time' of the study home
u 'o l ke t ' s  r ve l ' e  r l r ' , ' n , l t ' l r eq inn ing  to  mo l l r l l  t l t e  l u . -  o {  t l r i s  u -o r l t  r vh i ch
had been alailable i ir taige quantit ies eail ier in the vear' I lotYever,
thor,rgh it rvas not seasonal, i[ I'as extrernelf irregrrlal tluring its run
nnd  cou ld  no t  be  depen , l ed  t t pon  to  g i ve  s te r , l ; '  c l t t l r l , 11  11vqn f .

Bead ieweltv made bv home workers rriro \-ele- ini'lurled in tire
studv consisteh of neci<lu.es and bracelets. The neckhices \Yere
merelv strinss of beads of various sizes and colors finishecl with a
clasp, such a"s are founcl on the counters of any department stole.
The bracelets, though almost as simple, requirecl mote worir. They
rvere folmed irf spiinls of l'ire, of tlie propir length to wind aronncl
the 'wrist three oi five times. st..,ns rvith^srnall beads. antl fi.nished
at the encls l-ith a larser bead. To make the bracelet the worker
strinss the beacls on the wile. bends the ends of the rvire to sectlre
the eid beads. drons a bit of cement over them. and finishes then rvith
a small metal clfilp that both holds and hides the l'ire. If the
clamp is not cernenled securely there is tlanger of its falling ofi
later. in rqhich case the bracelet is returned to the home worker to
be done over x.ithout pay. Children. therefole, sometimes do only
the stringing ancl leaveihb cementing to oltler rrorkers. One contraC-
tor visited riould not trust this parf of the work to the home worlier
at all, but clid it liimseif. Ex&pt for the cementing, the rvorh on
both 6racelet and necklaces is siriiple and readil;' done by children.
fn fact, they are often more aclepl 1t it than their parents, whose
hands are clumsv and roughened rvith work.

All tire familibs found doins this work lived in Newark. All but
one obtained the rvork from tLe contractors. One Nelrark firm dis-
1r ' ibr r tor l  bracelets d i rect lv  1o the wor l iers,  bt t t  o ther  f i rms engaged
in t l r is  br ts iness r rere located in  Net 'York Ci ty  ancl  depended on con-
tractors for the distribution in New JerseY.

Twenty-tno children rvere inten'iewed"who had wolked on bead
jewelry. iO being under 12 years of age. AII but 6 n'ere girls.

Buttons.
IIome rvork in the button industry consisted almost entirely -cl

carciing. One farnily reported stringing buttons on rvires for rvhole.
sale tr-ade, ancl one bov-and his sisler. the latter a regultrr rn'orher
in a button factory, soriecl buttons by sizes, but the -remainder carcled
only. This rvork was distributecl directlv to the home worliers by
mai.ufacturers in North Bergen and Ne'wark and. was done by
families in those localities onlv.

fn arldit ion to being 1,o.,rly paid this rror'k js very irregular,
t lepen,-l ing as it does u.-1 ,on tlr l faslrions. I\ 'ork is generallv more
r r l en l i f i r l - j n  t he  f a l l .  t he  bus t ' se rson  i n  t he  bu t ton  i ndus t r y  co in -
i ' id i t ' ,u  l - i th  the busy scnson in the c lot i r ing t rades.  This busy sea-
son is  a l r ra; 's  fo l lou 'ed b; 'a  shrmp in \or :ernber and as a r r r le  by
a complete 6essation of s'orlr during December.

Carcling is simple. brit care nust-be talien to^lieep the-cards clean,
and one ivorlier iomplainerl that the glitter from the buttons n'as
so harcl on the eres^that aftcr trro months of rvork she folbade
her claughter to biing home any more.
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Trr-enty-trvo children $'ere found n'ho carded buttons, 11 of them
under 12'years of age and 9 of them boys.
Safety pins.

Safety pins were distributed to irome rorliers for carding and
buncl r ing 

'bv 
only  one f i rn t .  This  rvr rs  localer l  . j  r rs t  outs ide Nerrark

and  d i s i r i b i r t e t l  i n  t he  i n rme , l i r l e  ' r ' i c i n i t y  on l t - .  The  p r r c t i ce  o f
giving out this n-orl< to be done at horne rris first stalted-dtLring the
\\torld War, rrhen there 'was an increased demand for safety pins,
and it proved so profitable that it l'as continuecl._ 4! tltn_present
time, horvever, cai'ding as a home process is graduall) '  being dis-
continued, a new macliine hrving been installed in the factory l[n1
n'ill do the l'orli more speedily.

For carcling pins the cards came already perforated ancl the pins
sortecl but not opened. The'w'orker rras furnished l'ith a devicer con-
sisting of a block of rvood and a, clamp with rrhich the card rvas held
firm while the pins were being inserted in the perforations., . Twelr' 'e
p ins.  four  cacl r^of  three s izes.  *ere put  on eacl t  c l r ' , [ .  Bunchir rg p ins
is easier and more rapid than cardlng. It consists merely of string-
ing a nurnbel of pinsbt various sizes on one pin as a }older. _

Although the frrm distributing this ri'orh-lePgllqtl thrt they had
200 home.-n-orliers on their pay roll, only 20 cirildren includecl in
tlie study reported this rvorjr. 

" 
Ileirig poorly paid and estremelv

tedious, it is not so popularrvith home rvorliers as some other types.
It is disaereeable. t6o, because the rvorhers are constantly pricliing
their fingErs. The children who worliecl on safetl' pins.were of aII
ages. S"mall chilclren rvho can not card rvithout brealiing or soil'
iig the card can at least open the pins for the otlrer I'orl<ers, and

"f rTf i r " "  " i  
r f i  uq. t  can bur ich.  Seven of  thc 20 chi l . l len doing the

work were boys. 
--

Delivery of work.
fn addition to helping rvith tire rvork it usually fell to the. lot of

the children to carry^ th-e nraterials back ancl forth between the fac-
tort, and the home. 

-Even 
those rvho took no palt in the rvolk other-

wise .were called upon for this. Although. some employers, especially
in  t l re  r r rsh seusonl  a.sume the res l lonsib i l i ty  of  get t i r rU thc muter in ls
to the wor l<et ' ,  71 per  cent  of  the fami l ies inc l r rdet I  in  t l re  s ludy
reDorted that thev ri.'ere obliged to deliver their orvn materials all the
t i i , e -  an t l  ano the i  I  po r  cen i t ha t  t hev  hnd  to  do  so  r t  l e r s t  a  p , r r t  o f
the l inre.  Ofren th id n)eant  ca| ry ing-heav.y loads a nr i le  or  more and
pe rhaps  up  tu ' o  o r ' t h ree  f l i gh t s -o f  i t a i r s  a t  t he  end  o f  t he  t r i p . -  A
?"w potetrt.. realizing that ihis overtaxed the strength of the chil-
dren,  rvent  for  t l re 'n 'or l< themselves,  but  in  genernl  the del iYery of  the
rvork was looke, l  lpon as a c l r i l , l 's  job,  unless i t  ha, l  to  bc t lone r t t  a
time rvhen the chililren rvere in schbol. Sometimes rvhen there were
trvo or three ctrildren in the family they were all sent for the work
ancl the weight o{ the load n'as shaiecl, bit too often the entire a_ssign-
ment rvas cirried by one. An instance was rr.portetl _bl " 

teacher in
the nublic schools 6f a child rvho .was suffering with herrt trouble
and'in such bacl condition that it had been lecommenrlerl that she be
exc[sed f r .orr r  

"chool  
] rermanent l ] ' .  Brr t  her  palents \Ycre so in  the

habi t  o f  serr t l ing h"r  io  t l re  {acto i 'v  to  obta in-anr l  t le l ivOr brrndles ot

coats that the tiachcr felt she had much better be sitting in school,
though able to do little, than rvorking at home.
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In the neishborhoocls in whicli hourc rvri lkers l ir-e cli i iclren ctrtr be
seen on the streets cvcr'\ ' \\ 'hcre-beJole riucl nfter scliool in the rr.init 'r
ancl at all hours in tlro'suniu{,r '-r"u'I ' \- ing buttons' tags, ltrce, port'cler'
pufls. ancl the l ike, brit r irrist con:i)icuolls of all ale the clt i l t i lerr iu
Ncir-ark and \-inclanrl ,stlggelirrg r.,lottg uncler loads of trtents coilts or'
trousers. Tliese gir-rlrcrls iu',-r llot onlv heavy but br-rlky ancl cuil]ber-
sorne to cafry, arid ei'en a feri- trrnlie a good-sizecl bundle. The num-
ber olclinarilv crrriecl at oiie tinre depencls entirclv upon t] ie work
tl ir lt is to be ionc. If cri irts ule to, be ti tr irnmed " eich 

^assignment 
is

lalge bccause tl i is pr'oc'r:s trrl ies a comparativcly sh,,rt t imcl If but-
tonliolcs are to bc rrrl, le ihc assignrncnt is smtri l bccause the l 'ork is
slorv. An assiglrleni of 10" 12, 15, or 20 coats is usual.

No attenit,.t rvu-* nrt ',cle to obtain.information about this pnrt of the
rvork fronr ihe cirililr'cn in generatr. but chil,lren l'iro carilied men's
clothing -*-ele intclvi, 'we.L i 'n t i ie'subject becattse the assignrnents
l\ icre so obvioush'hervv and liarcl to carrv. Of tl ie 470 children n'ho
workerl c,rr rr.,cn'J cr-rnts"19S iiad helped rvilh the carrf ing as well, and
141 chikh'en rvho took no share in the worh otherrvise did this
carr.r-ing.
' Ca"rf'ing meterials back and forth betrveen the factory and tlie
horne is n.-ot confinccl to olcler children nor to bovs, as"might be
expected. l lore than half o{ those tt carlying " \yere unclel 12 years
o{'ace. ancl about one-fcurth l'ere uncler'10]' Three small chiiclren
11,9. eirrl i  yc'urs of age \yere seen on tl ie strect by a btrreau agent
cach 

'callving' 
*t leasi 20 coats on his heacl. 'Iiie bunclles so ne"arly

covered the iirilch'cn th:rt frorn a short distance tlie coats appealed
to be nroving along by themselves. Tliese chilt.lren rvere carrying for
an aunt as rvell as for their own family.

REGUL^q.RITY AND DURATION OF WORK

Tlie time srerrt br- tlre cirilch'en in industrial horne rvork n'as
extlr:rnely in' ig:ular', t l t,pending l lrgely upon the frequency with
whicli wolk coirld l.,e ob^tuinetl." A firv'families rrorkecl only " now
antl then tt rviren the inclinnti.on stluck thern or sotne neecl arose-
pelhaps the frrther lost liis job cl moncr' -,r'as neetletl for a tloctor's
bil l- irut the voluntarily irregular rroll<ers t, 'cro fes,. Onll '  1?8 of
thc 628 familics visited reportccl that they hacl been able to obtain as
rnuch l 'ork as thev desirecl, and o{ ihese fuily onc-third hacl been
legular rrorl<crs dirring the entir-e year. So, irlthougir irregularity
rchecteil to some extc-nt tlre desile' of the worhels"themsJlves, it
'n-as chieflv clue to the nature of the inciustries distributins home
'lr-olk. IIJny cf tlie industries-the men's clotliing ildustry 

-in 
par-

ticular, in r.,-iricir 44 per cent of the ri'orliing chilclren interviewed
r,vere emplo;.cc1-ale seasonal and use liome rvorliers, for the very
I'eason thet tliey can be emplo3'ecl irlergularly at the rvill of the
manufacturer anrl thus afiord a convenient and econourical rneans of
taking care o{ t l ie expansion ancl cultailnient of busincss. Other
inclustties are subject to such changes in prociuction, dtte to changes
in fasli ions, t l iat thc home work mav be of conipnratively short
chiration. (See p. 13.) Sometimes, too", a ne'w metliod of production
affects home lrolk. At the tirne of the study lvolnen in North
I3crgen reported that the installation of a machine in the factory

96370._28__4
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rras fast decreasing tiie amount of available rrome rvork in cutting
out collars ancl c.ffs, and in Nervark some of th"., lorr.r1;;ir i i ; i".e
th l t  f u ' t l r e  s rn r t ' r ' easo .  t l r r , r ' cou l r r  no t  g . r  sa f c t v  i r i . .  t " " . l i ' . . r .

courpla ints  q l  1U.  i r regulur i ty ' t tc ' ,e  r , i , r , l , . r ' i . . , iu" ' i r i r i . ' " i l ;h .n. r " , .'u-or l< rvas avai lable thc 'nrr rnrr fuctur .cr ,s  -err t  n lo ' rJ- - to"  i lc ' r ror .kers
L i  

1 ] "? :T , l : i i , 1  i n  t l r e , [ ac ru r . y , l . i r r t l ou -o l  r r  t l r e  ga t r . .  ' i l r ey  n , i g ) , r
cyen  ( ro l rVe r  i l r e  go_ r rds  1o  i l r e ' r l oo r . s  o f  t l r e  r vo r . l <o | J  w i t l r ou t  n | cv inus
no t i hcu t ton .  dc l re -n r l i ng  r rpon  t l r en r  t o  d rop  c \ . ( , 1 . \ . 1  l r i ng  and  u i t en , l  t o
r t  f l l :  on ( ' c . .  o r .  r f  t l r t , v .eou ld  no t  L lo  i L  t l r , , n r - " l  ' r . - .  t o  d i s l r i bu te  i t
an()ng f it 'nds ancl .neighbors. one _r'o*ran rvho rrith the heiir oi
i re l  c l r i l t l ren PUt p. ins 

' in_ 
brr t t rn br , igcs r . t ,1ror t t , r l ,  . . \ve 

o. ,g , ro, .u
n ,o \ \ ' ono . . t uo .  o r  t l r r ec  r l i r ys  i l  r uon r i i ,  l , r r t  u , ' ' " n  r r c  L , r , l  i " r . l i  f o l
tlrrce *'ceks straight. \tr.hen an orcler .nrrr., to thc factorv tiie boss
sends f 'o'r 5,000 to-10,000 buttons and pins tr-";; i l ; i ,=" ir, 

"r,auto. r\ l l  of us rvork r-er,y hard to finisli '1he ioL.,, anJli i.n thu"o
is  nr ,  ' ' , r 'k  rga, in  for  . * r 'n ' ' " r [  *ee]<s."  A 'urr i , l r  t i ; ] , ; ; . ; , i , ;  r .or . r<c, l
tor tlrree months drL.ing the {'all ancl u'inter on collst clresses tolcl abureau ag;ent that she rcportecl to the factor.y for l-ork al-ost 

"r.rvd a y , , s o l l r e ( t m c S  g u r n . g  l l r i ' o o _ l i r n c s  i n  o t r , , , l r r ) - ,  r r r r I  t l r a t  o { t e n  . l r e
\ v r l s  . { l t s r l ) po rn te t I  a l ' t e r  s t r rnd ing  i n  ] i ne  1 ' o r .  un ' l r t , r r r  n i .  mo le .  S l  i l tanot l rer  rvor ' l ic r  rcp.or tc t l .  t l r i r t  s l re corr l , l  g . t  t ,o l l r rs .n. l  cu l i i ' to  t . , , i t
on l \ ' .  \ rnel I  tne \ \o t l *eIS l i ls r r le  l l re  f i r r . tor t .  corr l , l  t ro t  dt_,  t j rern.  HcI
ernployers sent her 10 or 20 coliar,s or ..,?r .nrn"li-.. tlo." 

^o, 
tno,

t r n res  I ' neck .  son re t i n res  I ess  f r ' , , q11pp11 r . .
, of t l ie 1,131 cli ld.en inter' ieir-ed 6i0 (59 per cent) r-or.kecl both
9 : , ' i * , l l _ : , _ : . l r o l , l = r l  

a r l r I i 111 . i n *  l l r e . sumr r r c i , r . u r . n r i o r r .  JU i ,  ( J , r  1 ,e r
: . . . i i ,1^.1'"^T:: '  l : ] .1 9yl.,nS rlre scrrout 1.eur, rnd u6 (6 pcr ccirr)
l vo lKeu  ,  on rv  d rn ' rnc  i l r e  s r rn l r i l e f  r : r c i r t i oD .  r t  D r i g l r t  have  becnc .x j re t ' t e t l  t l r u t  t J r c  n r r rnb t ' r . o t ' * , , r ' k i r r g  t . h i l ,  I r . e ' l . o . l r [ ' b "  g rea le r  du r_ing  t l r c  s rm l i r ( ' r  t l r an  d , r r . i ng  t h .  pc t : i o , r  r r h .n . , h , . i  , r : , , ! ' i J . . . r i on ,
b r r t .  i '  m^ r i l y . o f  r he  i n r l us r r i es  t r , u r  t r i . r r . i b r r re , r  t , o rn .  

"o i ' t i Jhe  s tackper'ro(rs fe[ ln tlrc srrrnrner', so that, though the chilch,en had more
time, less l lork rras ar.ailabie.

1'esr,e
1:]:::

7,-Frcqucncy of ttorb, by num.ber of mottilts irt, tch:tcrt (hild, loorked,

Chi|iren under 16 engaged in in(luslrit l  horne work

] Itelrorting Duinl)er ol nonths iu s-hiri l t thev workerl ]

Frequency of work

Tota l -  - - -  - -

Reporting rla-vs per i
w e e K - -  - - - - - - - - - - - l

' l
i  _ . _  . .  )
3 _ _ - - _ _ _ _ _ _
4
b - - -  -  - -  - - - - - - - l
a l

a' l
Not reporting--------l

1

,.*,11]![-] 4i,1,, I j;*
l';;p l1::;ti 

T::ili'; fi;ll; "ilillli' T;;lili" i ',,.1',0, 
' 

"'*
l " " . l bu t j uo l  j  I  I  I  i- l -

l !31]l4l --,-- ---l 2it ' , zai rs; i rr,, I 2s4 82

_fr i_ 
'rr l ,oo o 

l 
r\; _2nr rn ro l._ ,,,. o

i : l  d |  r i  '  '  r , l  i l  in r
iB i  : i l  '9 l l  ; : i  ? i l  , l i  i l  ,?e  it z \ t 1

I  I  [ 1 4  - - - - - - - -{ j 2 l  6 2 1  i . s l  2 1
08 303 36.4 I ac l
2 ! )  3 1 8 1  3 8 . 2 i  c a ir?il3ff1ri,ll:i ;il r;1 rl';i i

267 
i

,'i ,,1 ';i ;;
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Because of the irresnlaritv of their norli. it xras imDossible to
obtain any reliable inTormation as to the adual nurnbei of weeks
the chiidren had rvorlied cluring the vear. For' 832 of t l ie 1,131
children. however. it was possible to ascertain the nurnber of months
in which thev had clone some rrolk and the numbcl of tlavs a l.eek on
which they had usually rvotkecl cluring those months. (iable ?.) , Of
tlris number 44+ (r'J per cent) hacl worked more thnn -"ix months and
198 (24 per cent) had rvorkecl the entire 12 montlis every clay that
r,vork 'wds available. Often tirev n'orked on no morc than trno or
three days a rveek antl occasionallv on not more than one or trvo.
About three-fourths of the children. u-hether thev hacl rvorked in
I  month o l ' in  12,  r 'epol ter l  rvo lk ing f ive t1a;"s or  moi 'c  a * 'eek.

HOUITS OF WORK

During the vaeation months thc chilclren rvorliecl more or less
irregular;ly throrrghout t ire c1ay, but during the school year their
hours rrerle. of cor.rrre. more le.sirictecl. Ofihe 1.063 chiidren n,iro
reported the tirne 'rvhen they rvorkecl during the school yetrr, 511 (48
per cent) r,vorkcd onJy on nreli clays, the rnajority after scho6l and'in
the evening, tliougir ri fn'tr'toiro.'teii havinq #orkdd eally in the morn-
ing before leaving for school. ancl one cli i icl evcn during the noon
hour unti l t irne to lcturn to school; aSn (46 per cent) nrcrl iecl both
on school clays ancl on Srtult lrrls;20 rrorl iecl eyerv day in the rveel<,
including Srindayl an,l 32 ha-t1 obtainecl wolkirig cdrtificates arrci
'r-ere no longer attending school. Of these 32, 17 n'ere regularly
emploved and helped rvith home 'worli onlv in tlie evenings and the
other 15 clevoted their entire time to it. either being out of rvorli or
having been excusecl flom school to help 'rvitir the irousehold c.iuties.
(Table 8. )

Tenr-o S.-Usual  t ine of  t lo iug i t t 'du,str ia l  l ton,e tcot-k dnr ing scl tool ,  term

Cbildrcn under 16
engagetl in indus-
irial home work

Usual tine of doing industrial hone work

T o t a l  - - - - - - - - - -

\ \ ' o rk  du f iug  sc l ,oo l  te ru .  - .

P o n ^ r f i n d  t i n 6

Per cent
distribu-

tlon

After schoo
Alter scho.)
Ilefore and
Before and
After school, Saturday, and Sunday -

I  o n l l - - - - - - - - - - - -
I  n n , l  S l r u ' r h y
a i r e r  s c l : , , o i - -
r f ' {  r  s p h o a l  a n , l  S r l l r d r j - - - - .  - - . -  - . - -

461
4.r0
50
qD

m
15
17
15

66

43.4
4t.4

4 . 2
1 . 9
1 A

1 . 6
t . 4

After lr-ork
O t h e r - - - - -

Not reporting-

Durine schoolnt hours (noi et1€nding schooi)
( indus t r ia lemplo-vees) ,  -  -

No sork  dur ing  schoo l  l c r r r )  - - - -  -  - - -

Ou'ing {o the i r legrr l l r i tv of  thc i lor l r .  many clr i l th 'en rrere t tnable
to gir-e in.y nro.e dehrr i te i i r folmution legur ' ,1ing their  hours of n 'ork
than that they l'orhed " irregularly through the day," " after school,"
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or, ,, aftcr suppel.,, Dtily I'oi'l.ing hours- $'ere. obtained,. ho.\lrever,
f o r ,  i l , t  o {  { t r "  f .OCf  c l r i l d r cn  r t i t o  l l o l ' l i ed  _ r1  r t l i i r g  t he  . sc l t oo l  t c t ' t r '

ancl for 448 of the ?36 chiltiren rrho r-:orl<ed cluring 'r'acation. ('t'ablc

9.) The Lours of l 'ot ' l< on Satnrclav during the school year cotticl not
hc  asc r l t n i ne t l .  as ,  o l ' i ng  t o  cx t t ' l  l r o r r seho l , l _ , l t i t i es .  1 - ro tne  xo r l t  r t ' l s

. , 1 "n  -u , ' o  i t ' r ' , ' g r t i r t r  on  t ha t ,1 l r3 -1 l r rn  o l )  r ) t l t e r  \ veek . ( l l l l r '  O f  t l r t '

ch ik l r .cr r  r i ' l ro  r :e1,ot ' t  . ' , .1  i l r t , i r  l ro j t t ' , .  , , f  rv , r l  i<  r l t t l ' in 'J-  l l ic  sc l too]  r 'e l r '
;;ii;-i;*ii;; it;;ti. 'tt';t 

"t*itat 
t.. l)72 (,.,2.pcr ccr.t) ri:.u&ll;' woi'lietl

at lealt tr.ro hours ancl 189 (26 pcl cettt) three hol,.r's ol norc. Ts-rr

hunclrec-i ancl sixtv-three (?1 per cent)'of the chilciren l-ho l 'or"ked
trvO l rot r rs  or  t 'nor0 a , lnV rvOt ' l<et l . .  l - rs  n r r t le .  nt  ic l - t  f i r 'o  , l l l r ' -  N r te* l t

nnd sc.me of them iiix or Seven. These ltouts ilray itot scetit long in

them-"rlYes" but coming at t l ie encl of ri clay in school unrl in a,lri i t ion
i,; ail; ho,,i 's o{ houseivorli that cornmonlf ftr l l  to the lot o{ girls.in

t,ori i ing families (the mrriolity of t l ie l iome rvoi' i<ers rvere girls)
l l r c v  I e i t  l i t t l e  o r  n o  t i t t r c  { { r l ' l ' e c l e r t i t } n .

T"*g g.--1.,, nttter of ltours of intlustrial hotttc rcot'li att a tljpiccrl, tcorlti 'ttg da11

other thott SQtur(lay tlurir.g sr.:ltor.tl ternt und tlttring rutatian', bll u/Je of cltilrJ'

at dI,te of intercLew

Children under 16 engaged in industrittr l horne rvork

Number of hours of industrial
home \tork on a typical day

Tota l - -  - -

Eor l ro  snrk

SCHOOI ,  TERl l

Renor t iDg hours  - - -  - - - -
I  r ) r ! ! r r  I  l l o t l l  - ,  - -
t  hou i ,  under  2 ,  - - -
2  hours ,  uDdcr  i l -  - - - -
3 hours, unalgr ' l  ----
4  hours ,  under  5 -  - - - - - -
5  hours  an( l  ove t -  -  - - - - -

Not  repor t ing  hours  - - - - - -

No hone work

su}{liEli \:-lcATioti

Total- - - --

Ilome work

Reporting hours ,,-- -
I ]n ( le r  I  hour -  - - - -
t hour, unrlar ?--
2  hours ,  u lder  3 - -
3 hours, under,l-
4 hours, under 5-

r00. 0
16. lr
21.1-
22. I
1C. I
12. 1
1 0 . 0
6 , i

2il
37
t E
10
14
12
5

67

99

19
28
42
2IJ
1:l
1 9
13

5 hours, urrder 7
7 hours and over

Not reporting holus

No home work  - - , -  - - - -

54

30

2E8

395 72 ';i
Moreover, even for chilclren

home work frequentlY ne&nt-
who 'worked during the school

worliinq less than three hours a clav
nisht ir;ork. O{ the 1.033 chjldren
year and reported as to night work,
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475 (45 percent) said that it l 'a-q customarv for.them to 1or_k in the
evcning-att,:r '  supper rrirenever rrork rras availt iblc. (Tablc i0')
Rrliabic infclmation as to the hours usuallv rrorlrerl irt nicht. itorv-
ev l r " ,  co r r l d  L re  c i l ' i a i ne t l  j ' o t ' on l - , - i 3U  o f  t l t e  { i 5 .  O f  t l r ose  3JU .  l ; : }  (+ t i

i--el cent ) i'cpolte,l that tliey risuaily 'rvor'l<ecl trro ho'.rrs ot mot'e antl
i; t*o lrel icr't,) three hodrs o. d,,te, the large najoritv <-rf these
irrrr-i l l"1 teet clnl)lorcd at lcast f i l 'c clays a l 'eek. mcre oftcl six. Ono
inn.irlt',1 lncl f"'r'tt'-trvo children, of rt'hclm 108 uslraliy wollieci nt
lelst f;r'e ,-il'.ys l week, reported that thev n et'e acctlstomed to rrolk
as irrte nn I "o'clock, ancl 5^2, of nhotn 40 irolked at least f ir 'e davs tr
l-eek. saici that it 

'n-as 
quite usual for tirenr to tt'ork as late as 1tt

o'clocli. 'I rventy cltildlen repclltecl l-orliing until 11 o'clocl< or lirtet',
of nhon ali buf 6 l'orliecl ti.t least five days a rveck.

l 'rr;r,n 10.-}u.n'tltc'i cf lt.rturs of irLd.ustriol Itome u:orl; oil (L tllptc&tr tartrking
niltltt ctthcr tlt.ell Euturde.1| dw'ittg scltr.tol ternt antL during aucution, bA age ot
t ' l t i l r l  r t !  t l ' r i r  t ' l  i ' t l r ' ;  r i c t r

Children under 16 engaged in indllstrial hcme \,/ork

Number of hoilrs oi work on a
tl'pi.al nigirt

SCHOOI. T]!I'}T

14 f,*eafs,
under

16
Age noi

reported

Ilours irregLrllr
I  e l - ro f leQ- - - -  -  -

Njght rv0ii i  lot reirorte(l, , -] 3? 
| 

------"

No work duriig school tertn----- [5 --------.

suvlrER r-!,carlo" i I
i l

rotar 
l-j-i!]--=

1 ' , o f k ; :  { U l n n " r  ! j l c : '  : r ' t j - - . - . .  , , t t i  - -  - -
. ' \ " i l c l l l  . r O r ' d . -  4 l i  - -  - - - -
\ i g l r t  \ r ' , , t  i  . - . - - - - I  2 : , 1

rrours rer,orte.r 
i_lll_Ill

U x d e r l h o l l r - - - - - - - -  9 l  6 . 4
t  hour ,  u ldc i :  - , , - -  59  |  42 .1
2 horirs, rind,er ;1 --,1 45 | 32. 1
l j  h o r l r s ,  i l r :  J , ' r  I  - -  l o  I  1 2 . 9
4  l rour5 ,  r i , r ' l e r  . ' ,  -  2  I  l .  l
5 h0urs and over 

I 
? 

I 
5.0

I

r r j i  2 5 . 0 1  2 i  1 2
a ; l  1 3 . 4 1  I  6

6

I

I

4

4

35
22
1 1
3

3

2

27

1U
3 1
l 9
10
J
3

2i0
119
111
75

3E

7

15

233
138
83
54

4
22
18
6
1
3

29

72

106

i86
1 1 7
60
32

139
90
42
13

143
/ 6

55
33

7

72

28

I

99

by

Ilours irreguler or not , /
r e p o r t e d - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ]  1 1 1 1

Night  work  no t  repor ted- - - -  *  
|

No s'orl i rn summer vf,cation -l 395 
|

22

10

90

10
50
:14
15
7
3
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Tlr,,plol,olt ion of cli iklt 'cn repot't ing three hours or more of work
l' irs st'utti i l  iunollg tlt, 'se l 'otking during the vacation months tl ian
.rrr,,rir.r'those l'olliins dru'inq the, school-tcrm. It rvas not so much
glc l r te l ' r  l ron 'er-cr ' ,  r rs  i r r ight  l i le  been exl teeted.  considcr ing l l re  adcl i -
i ionnl  l rorr t 's  of  f  rccd<, i r  en io t 'ed bv the chi ldren,  the e. rp lanet ion
nlobnbl  v  beins the r - rnre as i l r i t t  fnr : the smal ler  number of  ch i l . l ren
ivorkinf in t] i is period. that is, that there is less rn'ork during-the
slrmm€r"months tiran at'other ti ines of the vear. Of the 4{8 children
repor.ting their hours o{ rrork in this seaion rvhen worh 'rvas avail-
abie 62 per cent usually worked trvo hours or- more a day and 40
per cent^thrce hours ot nlore. as conlpal'etl rvith 5? p9t cer-rt and 26

i:er cent of those reporting their $'oihing- hours during the school-v"o". 
Iiinht work. irol'eler. r'as reportfu a iittle less frecgrently,

bnlv 34 ner cent of the childlen rrho t-orlied during the' sunmer
months a-ncl reported as to niglrt rvorh having l'orked after -qLtpper
as conparecl #ith z].-, pe:'' ceni of those rvorking during the school
year. Xight rrorlr in ihe sul,tmer months, hotl'ever, is harclly com-
"nar.able $iith nisht rvork at other sea-sons of the I'ear because fhe

i .c" t . .  pa. t  o f  i [  is  u: t ' i r l i . ] -  dr rne nut  of  doors i r r  daj ' l ic l r t  l rours.  fer '
, . 1 ' i l , l r . . t i  l r n r - i ng  r , ( ' l  ) o r . 1e ( l  i l o r l <  l l t e r  t l r r n  9  o ' c l oe l i  ( t l r r r - i i g l r t - sa r  i ng
tirne). rr-hercas-.in-the r-i inter rnonths it meant rvor"lring the entire
time'by altif icial l iuj it, in a closecl room n'here the entire family
, ' on r re l i t 1e ,  I  i n  o l . l . l r  t c  . : i l c  { l r , '  expcnse  o f  l r ca t i ng  o thc r  . r ooms '
Furithcrrrore. in the rrinl.er niglit ho:urs often nreaut n, tired child
j ' o r  sc l roo l  t l r e  nex ,  t l n r ' .

'l'he number of cliilclren reportitrg three hours or more \\'as con-
siclcrably srnaller ut both seasons of'the year in Nerrark than in the
otlier cit ies-er-en less than in Vineland, s-Lete the bulk of the home
l-olk rvas of tire -qame tvpe as that clone in Nervark, the finishing of
rnen's clotliins. In l{eivarh onlv 20 per cent <-rf the 496 children re-
polting hours of rvorli during the scliool yerr and only 36 per cent
i,f tt'r*'gSt rcporting fol the rjtcation peri6d iiacl rroll<ed as much as
tirrce hours.rr,rnte a clrry. rrhcreas in the other cit jes combined 40

lrcr cent of the 219 repolting for the school year anil 51 per cent of
tlie 1i? repolting fori the r:ieation pcliod had n'orkeil three hours
ol'more. it is bll ieved, l lorvever, that the p:lrents in Nel'ark uncler-
strrtecl the lvorkins lioirrs of their chilclr-en, being more on their
guarcl against git ing informntion that rnight injri le-t.heir chances
of continuing with the rvork than the palents in srnaller communi-
ties n,here h"ome rvork rvas not tlone on so lrrlge a scale, probably
because they iracl felt more keenly than the latter the specirl effort
made in 1923 to enforce the, sl-eatshop laws.

In acldition to the time spent in actuallv tloing home n'orlr con-
siclerable time rvas con.utted bv the children in going b,ack ancl
forth to the factor-v for -,r 'ork. At -any frrctories, esPcciallv in the
ru,sh season. consiclelnble time rvas rvasted even after the factorv rvas
reachecl in'rvaitins for the worl< to be rl istributetl, ancl not infre-
oucuth' the rottnd triD consutned as mrtch as an hour or more.'  

Oi . ldr  c l r i ldren general l l -  wor l ied longer thun youncer ones.  Of
the ?15 chilclren th-at repoited their houi's of rvorli cl.ring the school
year, 32 per ccnt of t l io,se 12 I 'ears of age or overr as compared with
"20 per cent of those under 14 vears of age. hacl-n'orl ied three hours
or 

'mot" 
a day, and of the 448 that reported their hours of rvork
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during the vacation months, 46 per cent of the older group, as
compared rvith 32 per cent of the younger, hnd .n'orked three honrs or
more. l'he younger cliildren rvorirecl-'shorter houls, partly because
they  co r r l L l  r i o t  cdnccn t r r t t e  f o r  l onge l ' l r e i ' i ods  r r rd  i , l l t l i ' l r oc ;111ss
many of the rninor processes, n'hich'r"cr.d the only p:uts of"the l,ork
that they lvcre capable of doing, tooii iess tirne th:tnlirose clone bv the
o l r l e r  c l i i l t l l en  rnd  the  a t l r r l t  f r e t r , b . r , s  o f  t l r c  f r r r r r i l r ' .  P r r l J i ns ' b r s t -
ings. . f t ' r ' ins_tance,  r 'as speedier  r lo l l (  t l ran fe l l in l 'cbats r rnd t r r rn ing
pou'der piiffs rvas quicker than serving thcrn,-' Somervhat fewei
younger chilclren had night rvork. Of thi' cliirh'en under 12 5-ears of
agc' the percentage working at night rvas 31 clur.ing vacation and 40
dur ing t le  sc l rool  yerr ' .  l ' l ierers of  thc c l r i l , l r r ,n  l ivears of  nge and
over i l ,e ,pelccntag6 rvor l< ing at  n ight  w' i rs  J f  t lu l i r rg vacabion inc l  49
cturrns l  lne scnoot  vear .

ILI,USTRATIVE CASE STORII]S

All sorts of methocls n eLe usecl to keen the children at n'ork.
Some parents set definite assignrnernts {or t ircur to do each clay (one
mother put each of her thlec chilch'en irr a se'lralate r.oclm anri made
them stav there unti l thejl assiqruncnt,c \ycr.e colul, lete,l) ; sorne coaxed
tlie chilclren rvith bribes of a'ferr. pennies, a n'crv pni.l of ,1,u"., o"
other.presents; others l iept up iheir interest anti eirthnsi*sm by
arousing r spirit of rivalrv nnrong cli l fer.ent nernbers of the faurilf;

rone rnothcr used home rvorl< as a means of punishment: and a few
said that thev eryen " bent the chiidren if thev clicin't rrorlr." ,\ fcw
accounts of tjrc worl< of indiyidual chilclren ivhicli nre reDresentative
of tlie rvolliing chilclren as a lvhole u'ill illustrate neilians mor.e
clearly than ligirres the conditions under. rvhich the chiidrcn'rvorked.

- Every afternoon after scirool for fir'e months the fir.e P. children, agecl 4,
8, 10, 11, and 14, helpetl tlreir sister-in-larv to ntalie d()lls' rlresscs. .Ihe oltler
chikiren lvorkerl from 3.30 to 5 o'clock in the aftcrnoon and from 6 to g
o'clock after: suppc'r, antl the 4-yeai'-okl chilrl rvorlicd l'ralf an hour in fl-re
aftcrnoon and :ur irour in the evening. 'Ihe thrce J'ounger chiklren rvere given
only the simple J)art tif the l-orl;, r,hich consistetl of tuming the ch'esses anrl
trimming the threads; but the trvo older girls helped to sel, the gat.lnents
as well. Tlre sister-in-la'rv reportecl tlrat it was only with the help of the
children rvorking regular hours evet'y da.y that she could rn:rlic the rvorli pey.
She expresseci a tlesire to secure a simpler iiincl of worli srich as porrder puIls
or tags and have all the children in the neighltorlrood help, " as tirey are
ahvays willing to do it if you pay thern il little bit."

When her husband's work became irregular rvith the aalyent of the .n'inter
months and the family were " running liehind in their expenscs " IIrs. f.
decicled to have her children help n'itir the fnmily expenses by stringiug tags,
Sire and her hu-sband heiped with the counting and paching, but all the string-
ing was tione by three children 8, 10, and 12 -r'etrrs of age. X'roln four to six
dr]'s a rveek, after school until supper time, after srqrper frorn 7 tr.r 9 o'clocl<,
and on Saturdays for tr.vo hours in the forenoon. the <irilclrcn x'ere required
to str ing tass.  At  tht  t ime the farni iy  rvas v is i ted b,v thc Chi l t l ren 's Bureau
agent they had been doing the n-ork for six months, though the, father had been
r.vorliing steadily for some time. In three and one-half hours each child tvas
able to earn approximatcly 21 ccnts.

At the time of the bureau
in the S. family upon the
mother n'as overtaxing her

agent's visit home rvork had just been di-scontinued
advice of the family Dhy-sician, who feit that the
strength. Previous to that tiDre, every day after
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school  and on Saturdals,  four chi lc l ren 7,  g.11,  arrc l  18 ye:rrs of  agc had
fillished coats under the rlirection of their mother. The trvo yollnger chilclrel,
tr-hose work rvas conflned to pulling irastings. rvolkecl orril ' a sitoit tirnc each
day, uslrally hlllf irrr hour in the cvcniug ancl irrcgrilarl-v rvlterreler thL.ir scl'viues
$'erc needed tluring the day; but the older ciriklreu. r',.ho n.eLc xl)lc to ilo the
felling, were expected to help foul or fir'e houls a d:r1'. cln scirool d:rys tirey
usually \yorkod frorn 3.30 to 5 in the aftelnoon airrl froru ? to 10 rrt nigirt. ou
Saturda.vs their hours rvere irregular thtougltout flre tlay. bnt il flic ereuirrg,
as on \\'eek daJ's, they n'orlietl from 7 to 10 o'clocli. 'l lre rrothcr erplrrilerl tlirit
they had not rvorjred the entire 5'ear because froru Decernber to ]Iarch ilre
factory hrld not given out any $'ork.

At the time of the study 11-ycar-oltl llary. her brother 10 I'cnrs of age, anil her
,  two s isters only g anr l  6 years o ld har i  bcen l tc l l r iuu t l :c i r  nr , , t l ipr  st r ing tags

for six months to eke out their firtlri 'r"s rru'agur iirt,onre'. Soint:tinies a rln-1'
passed wi thor i t  arr5 '  lxgg in the houst , , 'hrr t  i rs : t  nr lc  t l re r :h i ic l rerr  rvol i ;ed every
dtty except Surrrla.v. As sootr its school lr'as disinissed fol the aflernooir thelr
gathered arout ld the lerge tn l ; lc  in the l i r - ine lool i r  and struns txss unt i l
s u p p t ' r  t i n l p .  I n  l l r c  o v c r r i r r g  l l l c  l l i t ' (  o  o l r l r ' r  r l r i l r l r r  r ,  \ o | l i p r l  n q l r i r r  f " r  l l n i f  n r r
hour.  On Saturr l l ty  t l l  four chi ldrcrr  r rorkcr l  fur  thrct :  holr ls .  t i r ic  l tour in tha
forenoon and t rvo in t l te af tenroon. Thci l  nrol l ier ,oxpl l incr i  l l i i r t  pr .eviousl ; , r
to worki t lg on tass she har. l  t 'n ibroiderer ' l  l r rd ies '  i1 i 'esses.  l r r r t  l l ihcul l t -she rnar le
a iittle more rnoney at l.hat. r'ork she prefcrrcd to r1o ilre tlrgs ber:ltnse the
children could help and wheit she rvr;r'ki:ci on clresse:i she harl to clo all tire rl,r;rk
I:erseif and was constantly n'orried as to nliereilllr)l1is oi thc chiltiren. l.houslh
t\y{} of the chiklren l'ho did h('jnle rvot'k hacl been transfcrrtd ,ro ilie open-air
roo? by the sclool authorities, the rnother failecl to realize tliat horle-worli
w:lj not to their besf in1pr6's1. So irrtent \yas slte rrllol giving ilreni rr ole
comfortable surroundings that she failed to count the cost.

Mrs. trf. was much eoneernetl becau.qe hol three cltilrlror \\'ere nale nnrl thin.
She condemnc.tl other rnothers in thg neighborhootl rvho allorvcd theil ch!lth,r,n
to wor'l< on the trucli farms in ilre vicinity aurl tallierl of the anrourrt of r,hiltt
labor in thc r'ommunity in n'hich sire lived, brit rliti not r.c:rlize lhat jt rras
bacl for her orvn child. onll' 8 year.s of age, to sit in the house fr.t,.n four to
six hours a day folding wraplers for torfe(l'res. l-Ir:r. I{.'s lntentians \\,ele
of  the be.qt ,  and she t r ied to take good carc of  he.r 'chi l t l lcn.  l )1 l t  s l )e lookei l  mon
home rvorli as r pastime. Mr. M. u'as opposorl to lr.is s.ife's :1ctit::ii0s. ti he
feit that the 30 cents an hour made hy the mother nncl cjtiirl lyas lot l'orilr ilre
tine and energy spent. lvlr-q. Ivr., horvever. found it difik,uli to inanrige for a
family of five on $1,760 a year, and wrs continuing to r1o the rlork, trlding it
when her busband was around.

The. G. family bont all their efforts to$'arcl maliing monoy, although the1.
were in no flnancial need. Not -satisfied rvith rerrting the. iiasemt'nt ztnr-l the
second floor of their home, q.liicir the1, olvned, tlie family of eiglrt cror'.'ded
together in three of the rooms on tlie first floor and reuteil tlie fonrth to
a lotlger. I{r-s. G. as t1rell as her husbald l-ent out to rrorli arer5, dalr, ancl
the father' in addition to his regular rvork as a lrrborer for the city, lounrl time
to run erranrls for the bead-.jewelry r:ontractor rvbo rentetl ilre basement of
their home for his shop, and to make berLd bracelets at night with tiio :rirl of
three olcler children, dged 13. 11. and g. f.ire 13-year-okl glr.i, who wils
attending high school and was free frorn classes during ilre mornins. ryorked
regularly from 10 to 12, and all three chilclren l'crketl flurrr ? to c eich rrieirt.
Together thel' averaged about 20 cents an hour. Lirzirress n':rs flre qurLiitv most
dis l iked in the f tmi ly .  The ]1-year-olc l  g i r l .  who "r 'as snrnrt  iu ichool ' , "  n 'as
loolied down upon because she tvould not string bearls rvithout beinE bribed,
by the promise of presents. and bercause lghen she clitl n'orit she cuuld not
accomplish as much as her 9-J'ear-oid sister, who {,ryas not so snjart in school,,'
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l{ucir of the hurclcn of tire support of the .T. family fell upon 13-year-olil
Ka1ie.  1 'he f r i ih t , r  hr id t l ied t r lo ) 'ears bef lorc '  tho stur ly ,  leaving the fami ly wi th
a groccrJ '  s tore ur ic l  u hornc. ,  both heavi ly  mortgagecl .  The sale of  the store
brc, . ichi  n{}  i } i i ) l r r } ' .  ant l  thc rents f rom tcnants in the housc barely cor,ered the
pryrlerri-s tl-ric llt ihe iirortgage. llrs. J., to cale for.her-qelf ancl trro children
(I {a l ie:urr l  i .  sunl l  i r , . ry  7 years of  age),  wor l iec l  in a ta i lor  shop dur ing the day
anil fittisircil 1r'ouscls lt night. rl gror,vn ilaughter antl a son arrcl his n'ife lived
rrith Lhs. J., but the son $-as an irt\.alicl and a care ratht'r tha1l a lielp. The
dru:'tlrtur and clliugtcr'in-larv both wolkecl, but thcir contrilrutiorrs \\'ere not
enc-eigh fcr the sr})port of +he faniill-. Evory monent that sire rvas frc'e from
schor; l  l ia t i -^  helpr :c l  hcr  nto lher.  Al i  day in the,srrmmer:rnd af te ' r  school  urr t i l
6 o'clci'k chiring the school .re.ri, ercel)t on }londays arrl on Snturtla-v itftL,rl)1tons
rrrd Surrrial-s. she rvor'lietl x-ith hcr at the tailor's shop (although riolirting the
cl t i i r l  labor ' l t rx-  in io r lc ing),  ancl  s-henerer rvork r ' , 'as avai lable i re lpet l  to f in ish
tr( i i - r , . - {e l 's  at  i rome at .  n ight .  Dur ing thc busv mouths (May, .Tune, Oct .bgr,
Nr.rvernber,  aud l )ectmber)  r i re and her mother wor l ied regular l t  at  n ight .
Kat ie l rcrer  ror l ied later  than I  o 'c : Iocl i ,  but  the mother l iept  at  i t  unl i l
10 or 12. ,\t tifhcl time,.: of thc' }'oar they iurd home work only occasic)ilii11I-,
rvhr:n the \i{,l ' l i at the shop coulrl not be fini,sherl during the dey. As lier
mother suiielrci irr;n rltc.ttntatism and hr.r hrncls ri'ere badly sl'ollen. mur.h
of thc crr'o oJ. tire T--vcar-o1tl blother and the honsclork, particularlJ' the
lrashing, fell upoir I(atie. l\[rs. J. rras devoted to her chilclren and kept then
cleart lnd n-ell riles-sccl.

Tn some instances the hours reported \rere extreme, 38 chilclren
liaving rcllortecl cloing horne lvork at lcast fir-e hours a day in addi-
tion to tlieil work at school, 12 of tliese chilclrcn six hours or more.

One rlotheri: liarl €stabli-sl',ed a \rcr'itable l2gforf in het home. A11 her energies
\yer:e collcerhlrter.l on gettiug as rriucir hotre r.,-ork done as possible each dny.
Er-ery clay i;cfirrc school in thg rnorning from 7 to I o'clock, aftei school until
supper tirll. ', alrd fr(,rD 7 to 10 in the eyeiring the three children, 8, 10, and 12
ycars olcl, t'ere crLtliged to help feli attd trirn trousers. In the evening after
thcir tlay il the far-,tory trvo boys, 14 aud 16 )'ears of age, rvere obliged to help
also,  : r l f i rcugh t le l rother complainecl  thnt  the 1. l -year o l i l  boy was of ten so t i red
after l,rork thlrt he could hirldh' e|tt ]ris sup,pcr and tirat the father frcquently
hacl  to be: i t  t l te 16-ye:rr  o)d bo1' to ural ie h i rn rvork.  The rnother said that  some-
tirnes sire " let thc childlcn out after snpper until 8 or 9 o'clock and that they
" usually had Sunda-ys," but tlic rest of tire tinre they worked.

In anolircr farnil-v the rnother had nercr done hone work until the year of
the stucly, r-,.irc'n, irealing of r factory ri{rere' they were giving out beads to be
stmng i r r to b|acclcts,  she appl ied for  rvol 'k .  T i r is  rvas a t terv product  on the
nrar'ket. antl licr €rrrnillg-q, riirich were exceptionally high, qttite overwhelmed
hcr. Ner-er befole had she hitcl so iluch rnoney to spenc'I. " If you ntake extta
you spencl lnoi:c," -<lie exchitrle{l, aird every -spare rrrinute of lterself and her
chiklren was clcvoterl to " nraking extra." After school in the a.fternoon
anrl c-;er'jr ereirirrg until 11 o'clock, on Saturdays and Sundays as well as on
$'eek daJ-s, the tluee cliildreir, 6, 8, and 10 years of age, strung beads on wires,
the rnotlier lrsing corlofal punishment whern necessary to keep them at work.
Thesc hours rrere kept up for three or four weeks until the lvork at the faetory
grve out. since which time, discourageil at not being able to find any other
rvork that paicl so well, the rnother iras not taken home work.

In stiil another falrrily tn'o giris, 13 and 12 years of age, with their mother,
fa'iirc'r, anr-l a blother .16 years of age. bottlcd, cappecl, labeled, and boxed
ptxvrlere<l sor-rp rrhich ilre fathe'r brought from the factory. X'r'om 4.30 to 5
er-c|y nftei'rroon rfter scirool the trvo girls put the car(lboard boxes together and
erfter supper, s-hen the father and olr-ler brother were home to fiIl the bottles,
tht'-v ciil-.Ieri. labcled, and paclierl therrr frorn 7 to 11.3O. On Saturdays they
ilade br-.xcs floru l0 to 11.31) in the inorriing and from 1 to 11.30 in the afternoou,
doing thc other x 'ork a.s usual  in the elerr ing.  This was dorte s ix days a wcek
for cight *'eclis in tbe sprirrg of the )-ear whiie the children rvere still attending
schuol .
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EARNINGS OF IIOME WORKERS

--Errnings frorn. industrial home work were €xceedingly low.
Manufuct'r 'crs rnake use of home workers because thev can riav them
iess than fa.ctoly n-orkers I and home lvorkers, anxioirs to 6ke out a
meager farnily iircome nnd having no other work to rvhich thev coulcl
turn in the interim of household duties, not only accept the low
\r?ges in  prcfc lence t ,o  none but  accepL them very "much 

is  a mat ter
of  course.  corn l re l i t ion among fami l ics to obta in the ' rvork a i t ls  in
keeping down rvnges rnt l  e ten- in lorver ing l l rem. Aceorc l ing to the
slaterncnt  of  ono o l '  thc home wor.kers.  

- i f  
contrar . tors and ma, ,u-

fact_rr lers put t ing out  a nerv tJ  pe o{  honre rvork forrnd that  the horne
q'or l (crs r 'ere nr : rk ing good rv i lges they rer luced the rate unt i l  the
earnings did not excceti 10 cents an houi. I lowever true this mav be,
in ser.eral instances the rate on home work had been reducea wittrin
the_1'ear. The rate for assembling parts of mechanical toys, starting
at 11|.cents_ a gloss, n'as reduced shortly to 8 cents, and similarl!
bearl bracelets were recluced in one inst-ance from 45 to 40 cents l,
clozen and in another from 50 cents to 14 cents. Yet manufacturels
leportetl almosf unir-crsrl ly that th_ey^had no trouble in obtaining
home lvorkels-.t irat rromcn begged-for the work and commonlT
there l'r'as not enough to go aiound. Consequentlv, as a mothe"r
cxp i t i ne r l .  -T l re re  j s  no  u ie  i n  comp la in ing .  i l r e  b6ss  a lways  says
you're not forcccl -fo take the work if 1'ou clon,t like it. He tan get
plent-v of lyomen who will." The rvorliers had fallen into the menTal
n l t i l r r r le=e-xplesscd by on_e \ \ -oman found carr l ing safet r .  p ins,  who
sai,J. " \Ye don't get-much for all the hard n.orkfbut ive'r6 lucky to
get any work at all."

RATES OF PAY

The rates of pa^y depcntlc,l upon the emount of work to be done
on l l ro rrr t ic les beine distr . i l - rrr tei l ,  but even rvhen the work entai led
rvas the same they varied to some extent with the difierent employ-
erst sorne requrrrng more operations on an article than others. 

-Fdl-

Iou' ing.ale thc latcs_o{ pa.v-for the pr incipal k inds of rvor l< in which
the children wcre foun-d engaged, as stated by the parents of the
children.
lllen's clothing.

trr'or work on men's clothing the rates of pav were not at all
r rn i fo lm.  The.y var iet l  r r i th  the t .1 'pe of  carm. i l t .  the qual i tv  of  the
n-or l< requi rc t l ,  and t l re  nunrber  of  operat i -ons inc lur led in  the fe l l ins
processes. Coats Arought a higher iate than trousers or vests; fulll
l inecl coats brought more tbfn half or quarter i ined; and those of a
better-grade maferial. r4rich require fiirer and more careful work,
lr-.uqht more than those of th-e cheaper grades. When finishing
inclnded ,.everal _operations, such as seiving on the collar and rein-
forcing the arrnholeq with a double row"of stitching. as well as
tacking in the body l ining, the rate rn'as higher than"'for the one
operation nlone. For sack coats the rates ranqed from 8 cents to
3 { )  cen ts  pe r .ec : r i .  t l r e_  I ones t  n te  be ing  pa i t l  f o r  t he  r rn l i ned  coa t
mannfacturecl for southeln mnrkcts ancllh^e higliest for the fuil- l ined
one of expcnsive materials. Rates for overcoat! \yere proportionately
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higher, averaging ftom 20 cents to 40 cents per garment. For finish-
rng l rouscrs. rutes_ rangot l  f i 'om 3/2 cents to 1t12 cents n pni r  for  the
cheaper grade, rvhich ale.largely irachine nricle, to 3i ients a pair
for the better grade, rrlii':h 1e(uirc rncx.e hand l'olk. Irinisfiing
ve^sts brouglt from 1 cent to 2 it'nts prr garment. Rates for wor.ii
other than finishing \yere nroi.e unifonii. Iior serving separate collars
the rate lvas from 2 cents to 5 cents t. lcr collar and Tor l ininE sleeves
3 cenls _to 4 cents per  pai r .  .For .  prr ' l  l ing b i rs t ings.  rv l ren i t " rv i rs  not
included in the piice 

^for 
finisliiirg"., rrnrL for tl.iirrning it rangecl

frorn 2 cents to 6rf cents per grrnlent.
Women's clothing.

, Tt-. rate of pay.fol rvork done on s.onen's clothiirg (embroidery
and beading) varied considerably in busy ancl slacli seasons but
depended al"rvays upon the omo.,it of rv.rr'l< in the patter,n ancl the
quality_of material used, delicate fabrics bringing the. hieher pr.ices.
In beading tlie nurnber of colors necessarv rvas also tnken intb con-
sideration. The subcontractor and the " hoine tvorl<crs rvho deal
directly with the contlactor are paid on a piecen'ork basis, the actnal
amount-given Jor each gannent being tletermined by the ti ine it takes
a sample \vorker in the factory to-clo an identicll piece of rvork.
Complaints rvere healcl again aircl agnin as to the unfail.ncss of this
method because. the sarnple rvorker is experiencccl ancl, therefore, a
mlgh mole rapid worker than the hcnre \yolkcr. One contractor,
rvho may be consicleled typicnl, statecl thnt, f iguling at the speed of
the sarnple tvorker, he aimcd to pny {r'otn 2.r cerits to 60 cents an hour,
depending upon the season, for-crocliet bcetl ing and flom 15 cents to
35 cents an hour for ernbroiclcr'\.. r\one of the contractors visitecl
ollered any more or any less thrir thcst'cxtlcrnes, brrt the actual rate'
varied some'what 'with each. l lol.ever. t ire nraiority of the farnii ies
jnclucled in the study obtained tlrt'ir rvolir froin sriilcontractols and
there{ore received a lbrver rate of pav. Orie sLrch distlibutor of horne
work reported tliat she paid her rioikers 10 cents to 15 cents less per
garment than she receiyecl flom thc contractor. Another reportecl a
profit of 5 cents to 10 cents on cheap dresses, but as uiuch as $1 on
dresses for which sire received $5. and orle or two reltolted a uniform
profit of 10 per cent ou each gannent. 

-

Powder puffs.

=

- G =

:

For making po'wder pufrs the rate
$1,.25 per gross, depending upon tlie
has to be servn entirelv bv hancl or
repolted that the mosf popular puli
4s/a inches in diameter, which paid $1
by hand.
Stringing tags.

'I'he rates for stringing tags were especiallv lorv. Tags stlung rvith
stl ing requiring only n slipknot at t l ic hole of the tag ancl tags stlung
rvith \r'ire lequii'ing bnly a trvist of tlie 'wire at the end rvete piiid for a'6
the late of 14 cents per 1.000. Wliere the wire is inselted throush
the  ho le  on l v  an  i nch  o r  so  rnd  the  shu r t  en , l  t \ \  i s t e ( i  a ro r rnd  t l r e
longer end a[ the hole of the tag and bent dorvnrvard bach of the tag

of nav variecl from 30 cents t0
size'of tlie pu{f anrl whether it
s inrp lv  c los i ' t . I .  One cont lactor
rv i th  the honre n 'o lkcr  \vrs one
per gross rvhen made cornpletely
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t l ic l l te rvas 16 ceuts pcr 1,000. Tags nith the string l inotte,l ollcc at
tht'errrl brought 18 cents per 1,000 anci thosc l. ith tl ie string i inottccl
tri'ice-jir a slipknot at the hole ancl a hald knot r,.t tire encl-bi.ouglit
2() cents per 1,000. I-f anv of thcse var.ieries irre nnmbeli:cl . srLclirs
cxl)ress tags and baggage checl<s, and hare to be l<ept in consecutive
ortlet' an estra 4 cents was paid on everv 1,000. For tire tr .1.1{lpcli,: '
the tag that is merely slippecl onto a h6ar';' copper clip, the late l'as
lowerlhan for otirer varieties-12 cents lrei f .OOb.
Artificial flowers.

Rates for artificial florvers rariecl gretrtly. For paper or clotir
f lor.els families receivecl from 15 to 90 ccnts per gr.ossq l ior,ait:r ' .hirrg
stems to leaves irnd flo$-ers, 4 to 13 cents pei' grcss, tiie liigirer rnte
being paid for the larger leaves arid mr le cliilicnlr" fiol-cls anc1- for
rrish orclers I for ribbon flol-ers. 30 to 5ir centsrrish orclers I for ribbon flol-ers. 30 to 5ir cents pcr gross; and for
sen' ing rosebur ls  on-bra idr  80 cent- . .  $_1,  r rnd f i .10 |cr  3t i ; r ; r . r1 . .  t i re
p"i." i".'.".i"g ';iih il,;1";;.;;il fi;; ;,;;;il^"r'f",r, p3, ".:"1a.
Dolls' garments.

,Rates of pay on dolls' clothing variecl not onlv .rith the &lnount
o f  t - o r l <  requ i re ,  I  b r r t  a l so  r r ' i t h  t h t ' q r ; n l i t v  o f  i t i e  E r r r ' r n i , n ! ' .  

' l ' i i o  e
c,uoterl by the mannfitctuler givilg orit t ire rvol'k ranrred fL,orn 1 crnt
a dless to $1.75 per tlozen. fhile ihose ctuoted bv the horne .,vcrkcrs
intcrvierved in the coll l 'se of the studv range,l {iom 4 cents per- dozcn
to  9 j1 .25  pe r  r l ozen .  One  f : rm i l 1 -  r t l r i i . I r  n ru , i e  o l rbo r .u te  on t l i r >  o f  t l r e
l i in t l  i 'ou^nr l  on t lo l [s  g iven out  f i , r  pr izr .s  at  tml l : . r , rupnl  l r r i - l (s  r .e i )or , le{ l
a rate of $1.40 per 3llozen outfits-tire outfit consisrtin[.of hat.-ch.ess.
ancl bloomers. For the rest of the families visiiecl, iroir-u-el. t i ie r*te
receir,ed during the year of the stucly dicl not exccecl J0 icnts per
ctozen.
Ilandkerchiefs.

Thc rates for scalloping and embroirlering hancll iercli iefs dilTerecl-
greatlv. As woulcl be eiitectecl. consiclering tire nece,.srrv init ial
e--xpel,ie, the__remuneration ior embr.oicler"ing i.ias consicler.zrb\- hislier
than for scalloping or for any other f<rm oJ home t olk encountlercci
in the stucly. The rate, 'which is in accor.clnnce rvith the nunrirer ot
stitcl ies in the desiqn and the number of hanrljterchiefs tc be clcco-
rated, varied frorn 3 to 5 cents per 100 stitches for. l il,rzen lrant.liier-
chiefs.  One fami ly  har l  just  l in is l re,  I  an assigrur)ent  of  UU r lozen at
the time of the bui'eau agent's visit,-for rhicii they lerc to be paicl
$14"95. The rate for that particular c:lesisn rvas B ccnts ner 100
stitches per dozen handkerchiefs, an,l it haci'taken a dav and a half
to-  complete thc job.  Rr tes fur  s te l lup ing r -ary r . , . i th  i l ,o  in t r icncy
g[ tlie d-eqign, langing flqm 3 to 6i cc'nts"p." i1or.n hanclkerciiiefi.
Those rvhich bring tlie higher price. hou-evei, lre rlsunlly too clilficuit
to be done by chilclren.- Tha chilclren inclr-rdet-l in tjre stuclv all
'worliecl upon.the qimpfe liinds, for which a 1'ate of 5 or G cent! per
dozen rvas paid-the l<ind that are sold in r-aricty stor.ci for 10 cents
each. Theie are six or eight extra hanc[]iercliiefri incluclcii in the str.ip
fo r  r vh i t ' l r  t l r e  ho r r re  r vo r l i e l s  rece i v t , no  l r uv "  l l r e  r r r : r : l r f i t r . t l t r e l . t . l r r i r n -
ing tl iat he gets no pav for thern bnt muit throu' thcm in as extr.as
to muke up lhe numiber in case any impelfect ones are fornrl.
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Lace and embroiderY.
As l,ith otirer kincls of rvork thtrt coultl be spoil-ecl easily, the rates

pui+ furl ..ifiir-rg io,," 1nr1 ci.b.oicle.y va1ie,-l 
-with 

the value of the

i;;1;;;i ar .t"lT as tjie uurrrrLrrt of riork entajleci" 
'I'he rvolk done

ba, fhil,l."r-, r-as l*r.gelv of tlie chea1.'eri'arietics, since ll ch,arge wa-s

;",i;1,,; .li,nr,ig,o ait['the parents riele unrvi]iing to trtrst them with

ii l-b.l i .;1,i,,.:*,1. fn g,rnerirl. the late- r 'cceiretl {tr cutting edges and

insertioris $';1.i 1 (roilt i ., i  cents per stl i11 the sJ11qs being sornetimes

Ji l  , l , r r , ,  l -  in  l , , r rur  l r  r rnt l  sorr ret i r i ies l ; - r .  
-Trr -o 

c l r i l , l l 'en"  i ior t 'e t 'er .  one

f  . f  ; i " , f  i t , , . ' , , r i , , , I  L1  i . * , r i . s  o f  ug . .  r e l ) o r ted  I  t i t t e  o f  b+  { ( , r  a  10 - ; ' u l d

, t ,  i i ,  o l  i r 1 , ; , 1 i , 11 i , ,  r n rL r ro i , l e r . e , I  on  c .e1 ,c  t l e  . l r i nc .  t i ' e .  ' l t t c ' n  t o  l . r c

l i i i ' t  , ; , , u  i , , ,  , ' i r : , t r ' a (e  i c r {  dcs ign .  
' l ' l , c  r a t c  f ' r  c r t t t i ng  r r - redn l l i ons

r r r r :  { r ' o l i l  ! .  . ' c l r l  t r r  2  ccn l s  l ) o . l ' ( l ozen . .  T i ru t  f t ' r ' co l l n l  and  c t r f l  se t s

t;;;; i .,;t; i1in,l tL" se'a'ate'pieees an(l rrot {or the set-3 cents to 5

. "1 , , - ' " * l l  
' , ' l r t " t ' - t " ' '  

i ' i , l l , r r ' .  i t , , l  J ' 3  t o  - l  cen ts  ' c l '  ' l oze r t  { ' r t '  c r r f f s '

i;;Ji; 6;; fu*il" repor.tecl a rate b3, the set, an(l tlat estrer'ely low-

4 ccrrts per uozen.

Brassieres.
l l r t e - f t r r p u t t i n g h o o l ; s r n d e . \ ' e s o n s t r " i l l s f o r b i r t s r t i c t ' e s Y l r i e d

l ' ' ' " ' " ' C ' r , l " i , l ' " , ' t ' t -  T " ' : u  2 l - 1 ' l r , I  i c r r g r l r  u i t r l ' f t ' o r t t  l i  i o  l 8  c c n t s  f o t '

, ' < -S l t , , t ' , i  i nn l i t i t ,  t l r t '  r ' l l t ' t  i t i r r t , t i t i t  i t t  * : r ' ' 1 ,  casc  t l e  1 " ' l t t l i r r g .u l ron  t l r e

, i i . " ; i ' i i , .  l ' , 1 " t . - , i u , i  e l r , r r n , l  t l r e  i n te rv r l s  a t  u i r l c i r  r l r c l ' . i , r r d  t o  be

set- A 2.l-"r 'r lcl stl iP"l ' i th t ire. hooks ancl eYes 
l '"! 1]:-t:: l  

upott

b'ouglit 1l) crnis l)cr st'r ' . wtl lcl] lneans that for e'ery 36{ hooks

set tilc ti-olkel lcceivecl 10 cents.

Read jewelry.
ThL rates on nechlaces obtainecl from contlactols onl^v langecl frotn

1 t o  1 5  c e n t s  l r t r  n . ' , l i i l r . , ' , , i e 1 , e t t , 1 i n v -  u | o n  i l r e  t i z a  o f  t l r r ' l r e r r ' l  : r n t l

, f  , .  f  . " * th-o i ' t i 'e  - t r i r rq.  t r f  or l  n  t ,ec l i l rce 1;  i t rchos in  lengt l r .  s t rung

; i i . ; " ;? ; i i  ; ' i i i  ta ' 'g-* ' rn , l  sr r r r l I  ber ' - ls ,  t l re  t i . r ' l<cr  t 'cct ' i t 'c ' l  3  cotr ts '

ii;;';;';.;i"tt iir. r'Ite ofiered by contractors ranged from 6 to 30

;.;lr-;;;;ior.ir. T6e us.al rat6, irorvever', rvas -20 cents per clozen

t . , r ' t f  , i : - "  " .  r r . ; i ' 4 " ' ,  o r  s l r i r . a l s  (18  i r , ' hcs )  r r t r l  30_cen ts  pe r  t l ozen

i ; ;  A " ' ;  " , . i nJ . - "  ( 26  i r i ches ; . ' \ \ ' o r ke ' s ' de . i i ng  d i ' ec t i y  w i t h  t he

i" . t " i i r . "n iu*J f rJnr  15 to 4b cents l rcr  dozen {or  bru, 'e le{s.  but .  as

ilr"rt'"t*1-ili;r,;; o"fy o"" family included in the study received

tireir work in this way.

Buttons.--ii* 
,'ot" of pay for_carding buttons varied with the size and kind

"f 
1;t";, t lr"i"lgur b,ttonind the larger ca.d, to,which they a1e

i*.t.*a beine heinier ancl r'o'e criurbersome to handle and the

.ii,,rL irr,ti""rit 
"i"g 

more diffic.lt to card tlian the bored button, or,

u. ifr* r,orkers t.tin it, the 
('serv-tirrough 

" button. llhe rate paid

;;"e*1 fuom 3t/2 to tr2 cents p9r gro-ss.of huttons'. Complaint rvas

il"ui.i iri"t the'ri,olt poia puoitv ind that if any buttons were lost
no pay \Yas leceived fot anY of the u'ork'

Safety pins.
I l ,e  r l te  of  r rav for  carc l i r rg lnd buncl r inq safety.p. i  ns-  uas very

lou ' .  I n  c r rd ing , " i t  l ' r r i e . l  w i t l r  t l r e - - s i z ' e  o l  t l t e  p tn , ( t l t e  l a rge r  pm

L"i"n 
"u.i.r 

to iiinclle than the smaller), and rairged frorn 25 cents
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to irri cents for'1t)0 gross of carcls. For bunching pins tlre late rvas 3
cents pel pciund, there being approxitratelr' -b0 pins to a pouncl.

HOURLY EARI{INGS OF THE CHILDREN

Because horne n'ork is nsuali,v a farnilv rrctivity. it proved clifficult
to obtain inforrnation as to the childlett 's earrrings. Asicle froin tl ie
fact that the children, espcciaily the voungel orres, often tl id only a
rninor' part o{ the rvoi'k, another difliculty lay in the fact that the
home-l'orking farnil ies seltlom thought of thc, *'ori< in terms oJ
individual earnings-tl ie acclucd earnings at the errd of the dny being
all that counted. 

-lfoleover',.manJ'c,{ 
t le chiich'en n.ollre'cl soir '.egu-

larly ancl for sucli sholt peliods ut a time that it tas irnpossiblc to
estimnte tlte arnotint they tl ic' l  in a given time. Il l ]rcle t 'egulnr assirrn-
;;; i; ;.; '" * ',1,i1r..1 of i l ie chilclrei or wne"'ri""l ' ' ; ;; ' ; ;;s"atn"..!"t
membels of the farnily l\-as encouragecl to spr:ecl np tire u-orli or.r.lien
the children tlienrselr-ls took sorne niiae ;n ihe ariic-,unt tirev coultl clo
it rvas possiblc to obtain sorrrc inf'onnation, encl an estiniate of t l ie
rnaximuin amount that t lrev coulcl ealn in an hour' u'rrs obtainr,:d for
356 of the 1.131 childlen irrciutlecl in t le stutlv. (Table 11.) Of
these,42 chi lc l ren (12 pel  cent)  earnec- l  L :ss t l i tn  5 ccrnts arr ' ] rour
rvhe! u'orking at their best speecl, 13 ear.ning less than 3 cents. One
huldred (28 per cent) r 'eportecl an etrning cairacity of betrveen 5
anC i0 cents iln irour, ancl oniy 117 (33 per cent) earnecl as rnuch as
15 cents. 'Ihe earnings quotetl are lurgcly tirose of olcler chilclren,
2 : , 5  ( 7 2  p e r ' ( ' { ' n i }  o i ' t l r c : J i U  b t . i n g  l / . r ' c ' u . s  o f  a g e  o l . ( } \ . ( , t ' .  T l r e
e r rn ings  

-o f  
t he  \ ' ( , r r ng ( ' l '  c l r i l , l i c r r  r ve rc  i . c l : r r i r - c j v  l css .  O f  t l r e  101

runder' 12 yeals of age reporting as to tl ieil carniugs i5 earnecl less
tiran 10 cents an houi'.

Trsrr 11.--llatintutit, hour'|11 r:orniugs f rom principal ltitirt of intlustria.l home
uork, lty age of c:hilil, ui tluie of itttr:rtticrtt

( 'h i ldrcn r i rcrr tr  16 crgugclt l  in in( lustr ial  hol i le work

Maximum hourly
ealnrngs

Ileporting earnings-

Under  5  cents - - - - -
5 cents, under 1{l
10 cents, under 15-
15 cents, under 20-
20 cents, under 25-
25 cents, under 30-
30 @nls and o\.cr-

Not rcporting
u r g s - -  - - ,

No earnings

Irnrlcr
l{

years I

62

-l

1
' i

55

1 ; t . 2
2;. C
3 1 .  3
E. .i

10. 1
3 .  I
5 . 4

6 . 3
20. 0
24. t,
i3. 3
13. 5
7 . r
9 . 5

,  ]  to  1  cL , rs ,  ]  r r  1 ' t

i ] 
urr(ler 12 ur(l(

8 l ' e a r s , l -  f  
- l

u n d c i j  I  r e r  |  |
] tu' lr., ' ,,-1 Ll.1tl r-nr",i
I  i i , u  j " i ' i l ' l  t i L  i
l l l ' [ ' ! l
l - l
l,_ ,1 _i:i I 1li ,-

t ci ior:r r,r- r  
, ] r r . r  , r t

1 3  ' r 1  
] 3 : . s  i o !

5  t 9  2 9 . ;  . i r  1
3  I  1 1 . 1  l t  J
I  5 l  7 . 5  1 3 1

t i
1 1  1 l  r . 0  7 l

t l l
1 ; 8 1  2 1 i j 1  -  2 0 6 1 _' l  ' l  I  n l

8
26
3 i
23
17
I

T2

105
2

I

I Pcr cent distribution not shown rvhere base is less than 50.
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HOURLY DARNINGS OF FAMILIES

Sjnce the famill sroup rather than the indir-iclual is the worlring
unit in most fanii l ics. j irf,rrrnrtion Nrrs obtaini.rl as to the hourly
ear,nings of the group u-henevct Dossib-le. 

'I'ltlee htttrtl'etl nntl lrixty-
eight ;f the 62-8 fanrilies intelr:iewecl rvere able to leport, on this
p,i ini. As in the case of indir-idual earnings, the aurounts rproted
iepresent the maximunr ancl not ttrre usunl or-avelage arlrorint cltrnecl
in'one hour. Although tire nurnber of rvorliels in a group lallgc'd
from trvo to six pelsbns and wrth 13 exceptions incluclecl at lenst
one arlult an<l frerlutntlv tt-o, onlv 43 fnmilies (13 per ccnt) ellnetl
as mrrch as 50 cents an iiour airai ..itly 80 (22 per'cent) as much as 40
cents an houl. 1'be higher earnings n'ere not confined to anY ont:
industry. Of th-e 48 fainil ies repoiting an.carning capacity of 5O
cents or more an hor,rr 1? hatl n,orlrerl on rlents clotliing.9 on rvomcn's
dresses (beading ancl ernbroidering). and the lemrrining 22 on
l'aririus kincls oi rvork. Tlie follorving examples of the hourly
family earnings of the home l'orkers are typical:

The mother, two chughters, 15 and 11 years of age, anr.l two boys, 13 ancl 9
years of age, in the A. family cut lnce. For cutting and rvinciing the lace on
catdbof t rd they $ele paid i i% cents fo:  a 15-5 '4161 gl t i t '  ' I 'he mother:rnd
girls coulti t'ach cut three stlips aud tlte Lroys one artd orte-half stripsi in an
hour. tdt.litiorrai tirle n irs rerluirccl for rvirrdiug. 'l 'he nrotirer and girls

earnecl  about lJ  cetr ts each fot" thci r  hour 's  work ai ld the boys 5 centB each.

The mothet in tlie R. farnily " sen'etl coats," assi'qted by her 11-year-o]d
daughter. Wolking zrione tlie rnotlier " rlade a 15-cent coat " in an hour, but
wi th t l re help of  her dr tughtcr  sbc could do a "22-cel t  coat"  in the same t i lne.

In the S. family the fatbcr, mother, a grown boSr antl girl, and threE
chi l t l rerr .  C,10,  arrr i  14 lears of  age,  cut  out  col l l rs  ant l  cuf fs.  The fathel
and mother and olc lcr  brot i rer  cut  at  the rate 'of  8 c lozen piece-s an hour each;
tire others clut L1y'z tlozcn pieces au hltur. T'here x-cre 6tJ tlezen pieces to lr
s t r ip,  for  n 'h ic l t  $1.50 rras paic l .  \ \ ' i th  these menrbers of  the fami l l 'cut t ing
and t$'o otlier cliiiclren. 8 aDtl 5 yt'a|s of age, coulting anti " bunching " the
fami ly coul t l  f in ish a str ip i r r  1\Y()  houl 's .  t l re houl ' l ) 'eatnings for  n ine persons

thus being 75 cents. 'l-hoit lrrgest wech's eatnings n'ithin the year before
the -study were $11.

l[uch against t]re wi,ches of the father in the N. family, the rnother and two
chikh'en, 10 anrl 13 I'cars of rtlle, mtttle lnwcler ltuifs. The motlier and older
girl se$red the pu{'fs rrhile the )'ounger chikl stuffed thcrn n'ith cgrtton' The
older girl could st'w a tlozen puffs ilr an holtr atril her rnother C. The three
rvorkers took almost se\,en holri.s to complote a gt'oss, for rvhich they received
'r D cenfs.

ANNUAL EARNINGS OF FAI\TILIES

Information on yearlv earnings from home work was olitained
frorn 3il4 of the faririlies intervieived. 'I'liese earnings and the com-
position of the gloup rvliich hrtd heipetl r'r'ith the 'w'orli during the
i.n. are shon'n-jn Table 12. One ll in,lred and fifty-two (46 per
tent) of the families had earned less than $100 and 76 (23 per cent)
less tiran $50.
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-f . r r ; r - r ;  
1- . - .1t tnt{ ( j l  cGrnings f rom, indu,str ia l  J lotne raor l ; ,  by coutpot i t iou.

uorltiltg group

Families having children under I 6 engaged in industrial home work

Total

o f

Clomp0sii ioD of working group

One aclult anri
plicable

(irdi-
vidral

rorkers)
anil

group
eefnrngs
L0t  re -
ported

Annual earnings from in-
dustrial home $.ork

Num-
ber

Per
cent

dislri
bu-
lton

ch i l -
dren
only

fn analyzing the earnings of the home riorkels it silould bc l-lorne
in mind tirat. the actual re1 iirns were often less than the rates ollotccl
for' liorne \vorii $..ould inclicaie o\ying to chalges for materiils or
ntensils rvhich the 'n-orkel often had to buy, iharses for , loli l 'g1t
'n'hen the emplot'er dicl not deliler the rnalerial ind ttre farnilies
coulcl not go for" it themselves, tips or fees to clrir.ers, car fares birck
and forth betu.een the factory and the home, deductions for lcss or
spoilage. and loss of pay for work improperly clone. Of the 628
f^zrmilies'intei'yiewed 499 ieported that they hadio use implements of
some sort or ertra ruatelials such as thread and cement in ortler to
cio the rvork brought flo,m the factory. Although 289 families re-
portedl that these ryere fulnished by the employer ancl 64 failec'l- to
ieport as to whether or not thcl rveiie {urnishecl. 146 statecl ciefinitrlv
thit tirey t-ere obligecl to buy them themseh-es. \\'orkers ',r-ho
scallcped iace, hanclkelchiefs, anrl undern ear usualiy furnisired their
oryn scissors at a co.qt of 60 cents to $1.25 a Dair. (J<.clsionallv t irev
were obligerl to stancl the expense o{ sharpening also, but usualiy t i i is
\\.as clone flee of charge at the factorv. I\rorkers lr.ho beadecl or
embroidered \romen's dresses l iad to pror-icle themselyes with a frame.
clamps.-and needles. One u-olker^estirnated that she paid $2.8{i
for the flame ancl clamps ancl $1 for neeclles. Ilanl' engaged in soine
type of sewing llacl to furnish their ol.n thread. One home \vorker
'who made dolls'dresscs estimatecl her oull iry for threatl to be $1.20
a  \ reek ,  nno l l r e r  r ' ,  l r o  nu r r l r ,  l r o r v r i e r  pu f f s  re l l o r t e t i  t l r a t  she  s t l en t  2u
cents for  l l r renr l  on e\ -ery ; i i 'ea lncd,  inc l  s t i l i  unot i lc l  that  i t  cost  her
60 cents on eYery $i20.
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The eost of eolleeting and cielirering bome irork rras another i+.ern
of considerable cxitense to a la,rPle irutnLiel' of home rt'c'l'l<et's. 'Ihe

ma'iority of the familics interr.ierved (?L pcr cent) I 'ep'olteti t irat the
factorv"macle no pror.ision for cieliveiing the rvoi'k tb them, and if
there i,r.as no one in the family to go 1'or i1 somebodv had to be hirccl
to do so. If the factory did-deli i-er thcy l-ele often charsecl fcir i i
or felt obliged to tip the driver. One rvoman reitorted tirat she paid
a boy 25 cents a trip three times a rveek fot' getl igg tuttons {or her
and-returning theln to the factorl '  rvhen finishecl. Another re-
poltcd paying a fee of 10 to 25 cents for each tleli lery, a1c1 others a
icgular'cliarge of iiO to ?5 cents a rveek. Er-en rrh.ln tlie families
rvent for thc wolk themsclves the car fare mountecl up. One rvont:rn
who had to trayel from Paterson to New York three times a vreek
for her rvork said thnt it cost $1.50 a trip to r:oyer railrottcl fare and
lunch in i irc city. Wolliers Iir-ing jn l icrialk r,:td going to N'erv York
for work had [o pay 40 cents iri.car fare antl tliijse irnvt'liug frorn
Sayrevil le to South Rir-er by bus 20 cents for the rouncl trip.

eharges for spoilage s,ele sometimes hea't'y. especiailv if the familv
rras obliged to buy the damaged zrrtit ' le, as somctimcs happened.
One 'n'clman reportccl that she n'as reqttirecl to buy ttvo chemises, at
a cost of $1.40 each, rvhich slrc hacl'spoiled while scalioping. and
another that she had paid $1 cacir for trvo chemises on which food
had been spil led. One fanily hacl to buy an entire suit f lorn a
custom tailor at a cost of .$2ii becartse tlie coat hacl been clamaged,
and another famih'paicl $40 for tr suit t ire coat to rvhich hacl fallen
on tire stove and b6eri burnecl. In ser-elal instnnces charges for spclts
\ycre made. Three \romell reported a fine of $i to $2.50 for spotting
dresses and the l inine of a coat. Another rvorker reportecl a fine
rr f  $1.95 in  one u 'eel< fot 'co l iars a l l r l  c l l lTs danrr tued in t 'he process ot '
scallolring, a regular f ine of 10 cents for each piece spoilecl being
lssesser l  

'by 
t l re ' factorv.  Cl r r r rgcs {ot '  lo , ,s  l 'erc  nol  i ' i ' l )or te ' l  f t 'e-

quentlv. but one \\,onlrn sritl that she .liacl been charged $1 for

"-b.oido"v 
floss that the factorv mtutagel' cilimed was missing.

Loss o{ pay f<-,r ' rvoik improptlly i lone r',-as frequent,

ECONOI{IC STATUS OF FAX{ILIES OF CIIILD WORKERS

In 13 ner cent of the 628 home-vorkins families visited the father
rvas c.leacl, abscnt from the home, t,r ' incapacitated anrl rinable to-carry
tire burden of the farnily support. (Table 13.) Amottg an uirselected
eroup of  sc l rool  c l r i ldreh in  a st r rdy tnu, le  in  - \crv Yor i l<  Ci ty '  20 per
cent  tere in  f r r r r i l ies in  uhich i l re  fat l re l  l ' rs  t le l r l  or '  ab icnt  f rbm
home, so that in this respect the irome-l'orking cirilclren rvere some-
rvhat'rnore favorablv sitdated than the senetai rnn of childlen. Ex-
cept for the farniiies in which the fatlier n'trs absent or unable to
n-orlr, the fathers \vere assltming their responsibilities as head of the
house, but in most of the families tlie cliief breacln'inner-'rvhether
father', mother, or others-was engaged in an occupation pa;'ing

t  a t^ .
of L)elinquency (Whittier, Calif.), vol, 8, uos. 5-O (Septeubcl'-November, 1923), pp.
278-246.

96370"_28_5
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srrra l l  n 'ages or  y ie ld ing rn uncer ta in income. (Tablc 14.)  A larse
1r |o1r ' r ' t ion (30 Pcr  cent) . r 'ere day laborers,  the major i ty  ivork ing "at
o l l r ( to .or  jo0s.  sucn.  as ra l l l 'oad reparr tng,  servet '  ant [  s t reet  n.ork,  and
bul ldrng constr r rc t ron,  and a ferv rvere even dependent  u l )on odd jobs
{or  thei r  l ive l ihood.  -Nlany (23 per  cenr)  n 'ere semisk ' i l lc t l  fac iory
op.erytives.. six per cent'were in dome.stic and pe.sonal ser.r.rce,
e l t ref ly  inn i tors and barbers. - r rnd.a l i l<e nrrmbcr we' l :e  p lopl ie tors of
smal l  s tores d ispensing qandy,  c igars.  and g 'ocer i "s ,  an, I  l rucksrer .s
_and peddters.  ln  only  21 per  cent  of  tho f r rn i l i t .s  * .er . t  the chief
breat l rv inners in  sk i l led t rac ics,  and.of .  these n i l rny * .ere engagecl  in
1q.Jlp"lypnti9np a9 earpe.ntering, pai.nlj.nq.m,,soniy. 

"n,l 
briit iul:i"g,

n' l rrch,. tho,ugh bettcr prr id th:rn unski l lcd rvor. l<,  of ten f . ic lded i i rule
hetter l rvehhoocl becarrse so_ Iargclv dependent upon l 'cnt l rcr corrdi-
t ions. seasonal and irregula. emli loyment and i i ,c"p"" i iy ior r .egu-
l i l  l '9rk on the part  of  

' the 
brear ' l* ' inner hrd ha, l  tTtei . 'en." i  upo"

the home rrorkels' families. of the 4g2 fathers or chief breadrvin-
r'rers 'who were able to report as to the regnlarity of their work
$itr*  the year only a l i t t ie more than one-tTr i .J i5;1,.r ' " .ni1 frua
been employc_cl,  dur ing the.ent i .e_ t ime. nro'c t l r rrn one-{orrr th (29per cent) l rad been idle at least t l r ree months, ant l  alnrosr ,nc-f i f th
(lE per cent) at least four mtrnths.

TAaLU 13.--Petrati,onship of chief breadu,inner to cltiritren cngageu. in i,ndustri.al,
home work, by presence of futller in, ilr,e hojne

Fanil ies having children under 16 engaged in intlustrial home
s.ork

Chief breadwinner

Per cent
dislri-
bution

Father-
lUother
Other - .
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Trrr-u 14.-Occupation attil i'nrJustrll of chief breadwinner engageil
outsttie th,e home

49

in aork

F a m i l i e s  h a Y i n g
children under 16
cngaged in indus-
trial home work

Occupation and industry of chief breadwinner

Manufacturing and lnechanical, - - -

s and mechsnics-

Others in manufacturing and mechanical- -

Transportation

Drivers and chaufleurs-----
L a b o r e r s - - - - - - - - -
Other and occupation noi s'Decified-----

Trade- - - - - - -

Dea lers  (p ropr ie to rs  and managers)  , - - - -  - - - - - - - - - -
I lucksters and peddlers- ----
S a l e s m e n , - , - - - - -
Laborers-

Domest ic  and persona l  serv ice- - - - - - - - - -
ProfessioDal pursuits
Clerical occupations

1t
10

OD

7
4
3

34
4
5

16
6

20

1
25

1 . 8
7 . 8
L , 2

6. I

Not  reDor t ins - - - - - - -
Iu rp l ' l i cab le  tno  occupa l ioD ou ls i ( le  home)- - -

3 . 8
1 . 2
, 7

5 . 6
. 7
. E

1 . 0

. . :

fnformation as to the amount of their earnings during the yeat

of the stuch, from sources other than industrial home rvork was ob-

tainecl fr.om +g5 of the chief breadwinners in the 604 families in

which the chief breadwinner $'orked outside the home. Almost half
{45 uer cenb )repoltecl that thev had earned less than $1,050 in that
t ' irn"'antl neai' lv one-l 'ourth (23 per cent) that they ha.d made less

than $Eu0.  The ar-erage yeai ly  earn ings of  the chief  breadrv inner
in t l re  sroup as a whole was $1, i29.  The"earnings of  the chief  breed-
Tr . inners in ' these fami l ies Nere lo tyer  than the average annual  earn-
ings of chief breachvinners in rvorkingmen-'s^families, as indicated
in? cost-of-iiving study made by the Uirited States Bureau of Labor
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statistics in 92 inclustrial centers;.2 rn this stuch'. which is based
npon rcport:; f lonr rirole thirn 12^c)00 farnil ies, it was found that tho
ayelage annrul earnings. of thc'cli iet breadrvinners rras $1,84g, or
mo'e tl ian 9200 m.r'e thtrn those of the heads of home-rvor(ing
1anil ies. Fn't of the dilference is exlriained bv the fact that sorne
of the chief bleacl'r-i irrrels in the holre-n'orl i ing iamilies \\:ere wornen,
rr-hcleas all those in the ihlrenr of l-rbol Stalistics studv rvere r'err.
i{r-,*-cycr. tlie- ea'rrings eren clf tiie niale chief breachvirihefs ar'on€f
t l r t  l r < ' i r r r . u ' o r  k , ' r . s  u l r i l . r r gc r l  ' n i r -  H l , l i ; 2 ,  o r  f l l ) l l r ox in r l t c l r -  g200  l oss
t i r : , i r  i l r . s r  o f  i  j r c  c l r i c f  i r r ' , , r r , l , r  i l r ne r .  i n  rhe  B r i r . eu r  o f  l - r i bo r  S ta t i s -
1ic; gloup, shorving tirat e'cn l ' l icre tire frrthers rrere at home and
earling tl ie I iying tlrt '  lLr,urt,-n'oi ' l<inc frrmilies ryer.e on a somelhat
kt*-cr'. plane ecoir.l ' ir,r i l i i '  t i i : in t l,e general run of workingmen,s
.[rrmilies.

T r i  l l r t '  n r r r . i r ' i { . i '  o f  t l r t '  f . r n i l i es  i n te r ' i e ' * -e t l  ( i 5  pe r  een r  )  t hc r .e
r t l t s  r t (  l r ' ; r  . i  r : ; : o  o I i r ( . r  r .  l ge  c t l . l ) e r  i n  l l r e  f tm i l r .  bes ides  l l r e  c l r i c f
b'c.ciiviniler'. 'fht'se rvage eilrrle.s rvere usually oicler boys and girls,
bLrt ir i sonic fl ' i i i ies thc motlier also assisted in s*fpor.ting- thd
J'aurily. Asicle fron the 42 mothc.s rvho r.eLe chief breacil ' jnner<
i i  ' r ' r r , ,  f o rn r l  t l r r r r  a r  i l r e  t i r ne  o f  t l r e  s l r r r l r ' 68  r re i ' c . u l r l ; * t , , ; ; i i ; ;
t l r r , i l  i r r r s l r n r r r l ' u  p ; ; r n i ngs -1g  bv  kee l . r i , ng  l o , l gn rs  and  4g 'bv  r vo r l< in i
otit-irie the hoile. 'l'Le l'omen rvorkin-s awiiv flom hom"e. like th'e
rncii, r'iere in lorv-pnid joLrs-manv.of them lvere buttonhole maliers,
( ) l ' l i i r n ( [ : o \ \ € l ' S  i n  l r i i " r ' r l r o i r s .  s r r b j o c t  t o ; r e r , i r r r l i c  r r n c m l r l o r . m o n t ;  a
t r rmber  r . ' , ' r ' i ,  l r r o l r r i . i o l s  o f  -mr r l I r i o r . e .  o r  j r p l ped  i n  t he i r  I r r=ban i l ' s
'stoiesq and the,r'emairrcler l 'ele la'gely semiskil led factory .workers,
l icit;cls in iarrndr.jcs, and clomestic icrvants

rn some of t ire {lnii l ies the combined earnings of alr rrage earners,
fronr *'o'li other tiran industrial home l,-ork. iifforcled a fiirlv cc,m-
forieblc income; irlol 'c o{ten thrn not, hor.ever. thev fell beli i iv the
rlrel 'rtgc fcr l-;orl*ngrnrn's f:rmil ics in this countly. (Table 15.)
-\-"c,r 'r l ins.to '.hc l lu'cnu of Labor statistics, t l ie totir l oo-'e'oge e,rrn-
in;1* 1,c. farniir-. thc {amilies ar.e'agin9 4.g persons. lyer€-$1.455..
- \ 1 1 r , ' r 1 g , l 7 i ' f  t l r e  t i i S  { r m i l i e s  i n c l r r i l e ,  I  i n  t l , e  l r o r r r e - r v o r k i n g  s r n d y
I  t ' r ; : , r  u  l i r r n t  i t r l ' r , r ' r n i r t i on  A : {  t o  {am i l y  e l r rn ings  co r r l d  l r t ,  o l r t a i nc i l
r r r r ; ' e  f l 1 ; s11  l r r r l [  ( , , 7  J . c i . ce 'n i )  l i l d  I r r . i  l c r s  t l r r r  n  S1 . - l ' , 0  { r . nm sou r t , cs
r,1 ht r /.1rl l ho're rrorlr. The avcragc.!1mily earnings,tresides earnings
1' r 'o i r r  in , l r rs tL ' i : r l  l rornr  r ' , 'or ' l i  i tcr 'e  $I .JSj  a i 'ear ,  anr i  t ' l rc  r \ -erage l )un)-
J "  r ' u ! ' l ) c ! \ , ' 5  1 , , ' r ' f u . r r i l v  r r r s  c . s .  r r o r  Jum i l i r . s  o f  J .  a l l p rox ' i r r r l t e l " v
t l r r ' " i ze  o I  t l i e  j ' r rm ! l i es  f n  r l r e  r J r r re ru  o f  [ , : r bo r  S ta t i s t i cs  s t r r t l v .  t h "e
*i,ll':!ire e.alnecl. iircorne from sonrces other than home r,orli rvai oniy
$1.2.f9. 

' f ire anntral earninss for home rror.l< ayeragecl $186 per fard-
it-y: lVith the- airl of home *'orl i ancl of other. earnings of'mothers
t rn , l  t ' l r i i , l l ' cn  l l r e  l 1sn1p -1 r ' r r 1 ' ! 1 j r r q  l ' n r r r i l i es  r r . e re  on l v  s i i gh th .  l ess  I r . os -p o l o u s  t l r r n  u , , r ' ' ! . : i n i t ! l ! (  l r ' q  f , i n r i J i , ' .  i n  g e n c r r r i .

of-r,iling in tlre-{lnited stetes. u. s. Bureau of Labor statistics Bulletin Bbr,

n\fmhington, 
1024.

2 Cos l
! i r .  l ,  4

3 I'lrid
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TITE ETOME WORKERS

Tarr.n 15.-Anrnt(lL cernin11s of fantilll from entployment outsid'e honte,
t tuntber r : f  l tersont  in.  f r rnt i ly

Fanril ies i iariug chil i lren under 16 engagcd in industrial homc
l  o rk

' l '0tNl

' i { , t r l - - - ,

R e p o . l i r g  c l r r i n g s - -

trnder $650,
$650, under $l,050 -
$1,050, under $1,450
$1,450, under $1.8i0
$1,850, un.ler $2,2;tl
$2,250, under $?,0;{l
$2,650, under $ij,0r'10
$3,050 and over - ---

51

bll

Not renorting earnirtgs
Inapplicable (no outside 1",'ork)

I Includes 3 families ol 2 persons.

In 14 of the families lisitecl bome rrcrlr $as the onll remtinel'ative
emDl'.\'nlerlt repot'tccl for any rnembcr of the farnilv. In trvo of
theie ! rnrilies tire fathers $-er'6 eng,aged in hnncllierchi;f embroidery,
rvhich{ rjfolt le,l an incomg compaialtle to that of other occtlpntions
reDoltecl br- tirt-. fnthcls 

'inchicied 
in the stuclv. Another instnnce

rris the fariiitv of a home--,r-orir contractor rrhose earnings incluclecl a
nrofit from rybrli ciisiributecl to other liouseholds as well as that clone
bv  l r i s  o$ 'n  { rn ) i l \ ' .  E i s l r t  i ' nn r i l i es  t l i r l  no t  t l t en tp t  t c  l i i ' e  t i pon  thc
n1 'o "en , l s  f l on r  f l r o i l ' l t o t t r e  1 ' o i ' l t ;  i n  i i r l cp  f r rm i l i ns  t l i c  { l t he rs  r ve ie
i 'eceir-ing intl lstrial coil l len:iation. in t1'o tl ie mothers hari been granted
nensions'bv tire Stute boarrl of chilclren's guarclians. ancl in three
issistance i-as being leceir-etl frorn lelicf oiganizntions. For three
families it n.as im_itossible to nscertain rvhether there rvele other
sources of incone than home $ork.

In tire smaller commttnities risitecl, T-here registration of famiiies
receiving aid flom chnrches or organizations ivas nct available, no
attermlrt-l.as made to asccrttin the ntrmbel of farnii ies among those
incluried in the sttrclv l'ho htrt'l receivetl aicl. but in }{ewark a.licl
Paterson. $,hcre 480 ;f the 028 famiiies livecl an<l \rhere such regis-
tration clid exist. 47 {arnii ies had receiYed assistance from either
p r rb l i c  o r  p r i vn le  rgenc ies  i n  pe r i o r l s  o f  emerge t t r y .  2 l  o f  t hem
iv i t h i n  t l r e ' pc r i o ,  l  cov l t ' e ,1  b1 '  t h i -  s l  r t J r ' .  f n  a , l , l i t i on .  11  mo t l r e r s
had been grinted pensions by-thc State bbarcl of chilclren's guarclians.

REASONS FOR DOING HOI\TE'IYORK

According to the mothers, most of the children had begun to do
horne work'for the same reasons that the parents thetnselves had
begun it. Occasionally an older girl on leaving scltool took up the

| "l'.
I 
o""

I
1 5 2
l' t;
t ' "

l - - ,
t :
l i
l l
l,:
I
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52 cHILDREN IN INDUSTRIAL IToME wORK IN NEw JER,SIY

work as a trade in -preferelce to work outside the home. A fewof the younger.childlen did it of their own accord-nu*u." ti*y
were urgcd on by friends who were doing it or b.y contru.io* o"beearse thev u'anted to_earn money for nextras,rr"such as movies
and candy. br for speeial objects, srich as roller skates ani"baseball
il l l!_ ji general., hower.er. rhe.mother. -or occasionally the farher,
rnstrgated the work. and the chi ldren helped as a matter of  corrrse
or beeause thev were-obliged to. (Table 1'6.)

In 67 o{ th;628 famii ies the mbtf ,erc reporter l  that thev did thel'ork for (( extra money." or to buy clothes'whi.rr itt.-trr"il iother-
wise coulcl  not afrord. 

- ' (The 
kids need shoes." t r tey *oula-salv; , , the

g:-j.,;.ll"l n1e{1r. thlnSS to wear,J' or,, smali 
""rril"g, 

ui. il;fb+"i,,;
and " r t  rs 'we l l  lo  have someth ing  on  the  s i , le . , ,  

-A  
few r jan te t lmonev for a tlefinite. purpose. such"as to help Uuv u-frou.e, a truckneedetl in the father's-buiiness. or a set of tu't.u it*i-n. b;; irothor

did home rvork to send rnoney to a c,l_rild stitt in-riaiy.' s""oJ.ut r,..at'his.means of gefting monei- for christma. presenls. and in some
11Tl, l*r  ure enrnrngs from this sou'ce rrere uset l  to pay doetors'bi i ls
or to keep rrp insuranee..  Fort l ' -one motrrers repo' t id"thrr t  thev took
{P tne  * .o . l l .  ? l ; . l  pas t rme g !  to . , , keep ihe  ch i ld ren  br rsy ' ,  o i . . .o f frne sr leet."  t l l ty- two eould give no other reasons foi  the rvor l<
rnan rnat l I  was a cusl0m in th.e,neighborhood or that,  seeing fr iends
::j:: ' i l.b_o;1 d3ins i^t they did.ir'also. ,,The *omi""r[.?oi.. got
some noor{s.to.string lbr-money bags from the factory and askeci ifwe rtoutdn' t  l l l (e to hglp and eal 'n some money,rr  explained one
nglh.:."j:l igiiX.,;' Ever,l'body rloes it. Ort.i p.;ti;;;';hildren
nelp-wny not oirs !

\

__:::::::::u, 
**u':or doins r,ome work

-
Families reporting

nome work

Reason given for home r-ork

Per cent
distribu-

tion

566

D I

23
18
1 7
12
10
8,l

1.4

62

100.0
62.7
r0. I
8 . 0
4 . 1
3 . 2
3 . 0
2 . 1
1 . 8
7 . 4
1 . 2
2 . 5

Almost two-thirds (855, or 68.per cent) of the_families, however,
reported th.at they hnd begun t6 worl< 1o supplernent t ire 

-familrl

rncome. uhrch in  mosr of  the cases was inadeci r ia te.  pr inc ipal l .y  bd-
cause of undercmploymeni. A few accounrs of 

'the 
fr 'mil ies'wiio .l ir l

home work will make clear their attitude toward the work and
illustrate to what extent the necessity for earning -;""y-*u. tlrt.

-
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TfIE ETOfIE IVORI(ERS

Powtler puffs-pinli, n'hite, and yellow-covered chairs, tables, and even the
top of the -qtove in the 0. horne. l\Irs. C. began to " take " puffs eight years
bc'fole the stud)', rvhen her husband was i]l, ald she hld contittued to work on
them in periotis of need ever since. Mr. C., a street laborer, mlde $4.50 a day
rrhen he worked, but he rvas usually unemployed during the winter months,
and during the spring in which this study was made he had been ill and
unable to work for an additional two months. The two older girls, 11 and
12 years of age, had been helping " do puffs" for some time, and. the 9-year-old
girl hacl just begun. Each of the children had started at the age of I to
turn arrcl fill, and were gradually learning the more difficult work. The 72-year'
old girl, who had been " sewing " for two years, could make 2 dozen puffs an
hour. The 11-year-old girl, who had been trusted lvith this part of the work
for only a month, could make 1 dozen, and the 9-year-old girl, who only turned
and fllled. could take care of about 3 dozen in that time. The mother com-
plained of ttris last child because she continually left her work to run out and
play. Every day except Saturday and Sunday Mrs. C. worked. on powder puffs
in the interim of household duties. She usually spent four or five hours a day
at the rvork, but the children worked. only one or two. Together the four
'r-orkers made from $6 to $8 a week. n'or a time Mrs. C. had tried making
baby clresses instead of puffs, as the former work was easier and more profitable
to make and dicl not require the assistance of the children, leaving them free
for the housework. but after a month or tlvo the factory discontinued. baby
clresses, and she was forced to return to the puffs. At the time of the
burelu agent's visit she said that when her oldest child should have attained
the legal working age her home work would no longer be necessary.

The D. family hail depended for several years upon the proceecls from home
work to supplement the family income. Mr. D. kept a small shoe-shining
parior, the ertrnings from which were never sufflcient to feed and clothe his
eieht c'hildren. 

'i-,i 
the summer months he sometimes made as much as $15 a

neek, but in the\'inter months his receipts emounteal to practically nothing.
Becau-qe of their u'^ rperate neod, Mrs. D. began to " sew coats." With such a
large family she had little time to give to work during the day, but often
sat up until 1 or 2 o'clock in the morning to finish an assignment. None of
the children ','r'as able to help with the sewing, but the trvo oliler childreu
pulled the bastings. Mrs. D.'s eyes were in bad condition, which added to the
strain of long liours of night 'work. but she regarded. her earnings as abso-
lutely necessary for the support of the family.

Three years before the study, when her husbancl had suffered a long period
of unemployment and sickness, in the miclst of rvhich the landlorcl raised the
rent, l\[rs. A. decided that " some one in the frrmily had to rl'ork," and turtted
to home work, having heard that " there rvas good money in beading." At trrst
the 11-year-old daughter did the housework while her mother devoted all her
time to beading, but later the child learned to " bead " in spite of a dislike for
it. During the yenf of the study Mr. A. was again unenployed for five months,
owing to a strike in the building trades, and home work !!'as again resorted to
by Mrs. A, and her daughter. They managed to make $150 in nine months.

rn the S. family there *"ru ."o"ilil"en, the olilest 13 years of ag:e and
the youngest a little over 1 year. The father, a day laborer in a machine shop,
worked irregularly, never making more than $20 a week. For 11 years Mrs. S.
had becn embroidering and hemstitching dresses to supplement her husband's
meager earnings. X'or three years the oldest daughter had assisted, and for one
year the second oldest. Home work yielded them only a poor incomo-$5 to $6 a
\\'eek about six months of the year. To earn even that small amount the three
of them worked on an average of four hours a day, after school and at night,
six days a week. Sonetimes they worked a few hours on Sunday as well.
Mrs. S. was not well, and the housework as well as the care of the babies fell
upon the two olclest girls.
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51 CHILDRI,]N IN INDUSTRIAL ITO}TE WORK IN NEW JERSEY

I1r tlu B. farnil5r 611 other work that was not absolutciy ir'perativc \1,.rs setnsitre f.r ho'i. worii. Evcry no'rent that hcr strexgth an'ncd ]r's. 1t.. lr-s--si-sted bx tr.vo of her seven cliitdr.err, lxade pu;-,r;, pui'fs to heip 'rcet rrousorrorclexr)enses. rf srre noederi. a s'ppry of 1ruffi during the o"v-iiiu'"rrii,i.",, ...".ol iel)r t .om sch.or to go for therir.-  ur. n. n,ra,,n,: i i . r .b;;"";^g," i^irc,vioe,.. , ,
IIe l'rts sick uruch of fhe_time, r,"O-u ia"g."^;iirount ot their snrall nleanjj wclltfor 'iedicine. wrren he tritl wlork iri. 

"""iiris." 
\1'ere so ritile that, as trrrs. R.expressed it, ,,they liarl riever s, ruuch as g'ne to a, 'rovie in eighl :ie;s.,,

Six of X{r. and llrs. F.'s eight childrel were uncler 16 yc.ars of age andstill irr schorl. r\rr'. rr'.. a son, ig, anci . tlaugirter, 22, *,er:e'tii i""i.n""o.,r"",i'^ the fanrily. 1'he wint.r treto.e irr" rt"ov 
-trre 

son ard d'ughter n,cre raidoff-.durirrg' slack periocl_s, and the fatherl'i L,rir,lug.s of $:{1 I week *-ere nolsufli.icrrt for the farnily of 10. some rvork rraJ_to re fourtl, .ncl the daughterrrr:r'rlsLrd to .btain some hce to cut and '*-i'd af irn"i".--'r"'o.ir^ei iL rooruar-.''thing at tire work the'r,ther and fo'f y,,onge* crrilcire', s, 1J,-1s,-ano rs1'ears of age, hnd to hetp. T,he mother an<l"tiie'i1le1 girt 
";""kod 

;tihay andin the e'ening, and the.chiklren 1"rpeJ wrx,ireyer they courrl outsicle schoolhours- Th_ey-usuaDy.worlied frorn ? tii g i; iii;rnorning, iu ilre afternoon aftersch,ol untir 6 o'ciock. end from ? to g.B0-irr-ilie e'e.ing. The group averagedah.ut 46 cents an hour. -4.t the tiurn ot 
-iire-igert's 

visit flre olde* giri hadreturled to rvork in tlre factory, and thc 1b-j,ear_olc1 girl iratl ieft school to
:.::l:. ,.T,119 glder. boy was srill rine",piny"o. 

-;ri.,e 
ta,"irii'e***tiii ,ioi"-s 'ro_"worK, Ito\.vever, the two working Sirli hetping at nrgnr.

A Jear and a half bafore the sturly the father. in a fauily of nine was takento a hospital n'ith an acnte attacrr if rhou.ratisrrr, a"ir-tii'o-in"grrtu.._-, urro"t10 and 18 years of age at nre time, besan 
""inioio".i"g 

;";ii;t;ilr.ilt, t"tp
I9_: !]l: fanrily over thq. enrergency. 'Ihe father -neveL conpletely recovc,red,lrorvcyer, and .workcd orrl iri'cgularly, lncl rlilrough tfrere rvere iii6 aa-aitiorntivrge^e-srlrers' a boy of 1s\,rd^a.girr .f 10, the co.rbi'ecl nu."lisn ot-d; th.""($2,2sG I qeal) rr!-ere not ",rufEciirt t6 arrrp"rl the fa'rily, .r.-?irn gi"r* nu""continucd their ho're r'ork i' ordertl,r 

"u-*-"ro,,"y 
for ifieir .1utrri.. .rir"v

rgo,rkrld e'ery day after sr:hool. ''til -supper iine "ana 
aitt"" sirpir"*" until g

o'clock. Together they earned about 10 
"eritJ 

oo froo".

- The B._famiiy-father,-mother, and tlirae cliilclren_anrl trvo iodgers livecl infour spotless roo',..s on trle uppci fr,or of a 
-iw-.-fa'riiy 

dx-eili'g. The rather,a car cleaner for the railroad, earned g20 a neeli wrro" i'n"L i:as-tribe hatt,but he usually harl  no.w'rk t$o or three-cluys a $'eek. of the chi lclren, a
]5yearo1d gir l  rorked - in -a sl ipper factorv, averaging gt1.b0-a-l irccr. A13-yoar-otd sirl was in schoor,. and^fhe.younse"si chila rruii'rr.it yoi biguii schoot.Seeing all the other chitclren in the neighboifrooa, even the f""hr""A,Jii"ughter,cutt iug lace, Irr.8..  ei iscouraged at his o*n smali  ear"ir iss,-1h;ugrrt l i , l ,oorabe well  i f . the_18-ye:rr-olcl  gir l  .o"ro r.u""^iJ.-clo the wni{ a,, ir 'Earn'enougtrto iray for her clothes. Accordingly, the latter went rvith tne far.laiorAs ttrnugnterto_ the factory for hce. Everl: available minute aftcr school urrlii e.aO anAq]r da{ on .saturdav the t'r'o girls lrept :it itie'rvo.tr. nogetire* iile 

-m"a*i-or,,

a.mourrt that they could cut in one dayil'ns 4 d.zen race Loses at b cents a dozcn.I'he cmployer, .fulry an''re that they were doing the wo'ri 
"ri*p"iit"u,r, 

tonr.no .istr ^i' giving thern nraterials oi val'e 
--but"onereo 

thn; ;;iJ- iii"_' 1,ou.n"quality for which flre p:ry $'a,s unusually lorv. The trvo girls kepf at ine wort<throuq'hout the summer until no ,rroi.""wrr"f. was availuble ancl did it aglinfor a rnonth or so in the spring. ttreir weetiv earnings a""*go,r zJ ceriis ea"t,.
- J{rhether the earnings from home .n,o'k \r'ere more necessary in thefamilies inter'ie*'ed tlan in oth".. i,, tlr; .ume lo.alifv in *lri.n tnuctrildren did not *.orrr there tr'* ;;-;'";il a.rc-iiri".'il"t it i.apparent, if the families visited can be talien as;i;i";;ilpil, tnut
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\\,ORI{ERS

t l r e  g rc r i  r r r a . i n l i ( . r  o l  t l r o  i n r l r t s t l i r l  l t ome  l o t ' ke rs  a re  ve ry  nen r  t he

i r " i ' , i . r .  l i ne  o f  e ( . ono ln i c  , l ep t ' r r r l ence_  an r l  t hu t  i n  many .  f am i l i es  t he

u. . - r i i t "  o f  l r r re lnpluy l lent ,  i l i  l iea l th,  rnd lon '  \ \ 'agos js  sr r f f ic ient lv

! , .U" t  t , - . ,  Ci r lsC n ip 'ents to t r r r .n  to home 1r  ork.  Rt t t  hor ' re \ \  o l 'kerS Cnrn

3o Lttle 
". 

* r.'uln that horne 1\'ori{ olfels no sollltion of the problem

,i T"-115, depencietrc3'. - Iiearing in mind the fact that the b*rden

" i , l , "  
l 6 r l <  f u l l s . - * . ; i  o f t en  upo"n  l l , "  mo the l s  o f  I ' oung  c l r i l d ren  and

on t l re  chiL l rcn t l romselvcs,  i t  could not .  be regal 'ded-  as of fer lng an

" i i " q , ' r t u  
i " t r r l i on  e r - cn  i f  t he  es rn ings  a , l , [ e r l  r pp ree iab l v  t o  t he  f am i l v

i r , . -o-*-  - \ [ore r l , ieqrr r te re l ie f  measures are necded in eases where

in"-f"ltr.. ' . earnings are insu{Icient to sup'or.t-the family,or rvhere

iii"-*. iiia"i.:hoo,1iot clcsertion creates a ipecial need, rvhilc persist-

ent  t l rorrg l r t  is  g i ren to thc solut ion of  t lncmlr loyntentr  a I lvrng \Yage

for unskilieci wblk, ancl other economic problems.

1 -
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INDUSTRIAL HOME WORK IN RELATION TO PUBLIC
HEALTH

WORKROOMS

tr{any of the families doing home .n'ork lived in overcrorvded
quarte ls- i3  per  cent  har ' l  more than 1.5 persons a room. or ,  for
gllmple, more than 6 persons in four rooms-and ferv, er-en of those
li l ing in comparatir,ely commodious quarters, had a room to devote
exclusively to the n'ork. Horne u-ork added considerably to the con-
fusion in these households. nlanv did not haye eyen a spare closet or
cupboard in  n 'h ich to keep t l ie  nork ing rnuter ia ls .  l lpon enrel ing a
home i t  r vas  q r r i l e  us r ra l  t o  see  coa {s .  po r t r l e r  p r r f f s .  do l l s ' d resses .  o r
o {he r ' l i i nds  o f  t - o r l <  h t ' l pe r l  r r l l on  t l L r l cs ,  e l r n i r s l  sc r r i ng  mac l r i nes .  nn , I
somctimes even the tops of stoves, or lying in piles inla corner of the
room. A l itt le more than three-fifths of the 628 families r-isited car-
ried on theirivollr in the kitchen, which was_ofte! living and dining
room and occasiona\' even a bcclroom as u,'ell, and B? fainities used i
bedroom fol the rvor'\ The remaining. familjes had a living room,
a dining _r'oom., or an Lven more conveiiient place in l'hich trj rvor.l<.
Trventy fami l ies hnd separate quartersr  on- thei r  o l .n  prcmises in
wlr ie l r  1o rvork,  unrrsed iooms oi  eel lars,  or !  as in  the case of  t l re
handlrerchief embroiderers in South River, small shecls in the back
var t l .  Tn 'o fami l ies 's 'orked in the prrb l ic  hal lwav of  the tenement
building in rvhich thev li'ed. rn 39 families the home work rvas done
arvay from home-at the houses of neighbors or of relatives or of the
contractor.

'Ihe large. majcrity of the houses visited .were clea.n and in fairly
good condition. but sorne were e.rtremely neglected and somc c.,rrl i l
be elassed-o1ly as fi l thy. fn^one_ flat ori the first f loor o[ a rit, l iety
flame buildin_g in the iear of a larger tenement a family of seven
were crorvded together in four sm-all rooms. When r,'isited. the
mother, children,- and house were indescribablv dirtv. Finished
dolls' d'esses \vere scattered oyer a kitchen table l ittered rvith rem-
nants of food, and on the floor in the corner of the room lay another
pile of rlresses rvaiting to be stitched. In another home tlie bureau
agent found, a small girl and her mother sitting in the middle of the
kitchen rn'ith a littef of coats scattered on the floor around them.
The house was extremely clirty. The n ood.rvork rras so old ancl rrorn
that it could probably 

-notr 
have been made sanitary even had the

mother attempted to clean it. As she talked the chiid stood on ancl
walked over the coats. Another home-work shop was the very dirty
hitchen of a three-room flat where a \r:oman and her three children
mnde pol 'der  puf ls .  Two di r t .y  ch i ldren r \ere seen p lay jne on the
f loor .  and a goat .  ev ident ly  as much at  home in the house a i -orr ts i t le ,
was'iust coming ont of the door as the bureau agent entered. In the
only bedloom, ivhich could be seen from the kitihen, \yas an unmade
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RELATION TO PUBLIC ITEALTIT DI

bed in f i l thv condi t ion.  rnc l  in  the corner  on t l re  f loot ' r tas a p i le  of
ragged anr i '  mrrc lL soi le t l  c lo th ing which ' \ ras uscd a l ternate lv  for
b;ai';;*; l;c ; i 'rvearing 

"ppu''. i . 
Another .ftrmilv .scallolred irand-

kerchiefs ir ia darh and-dainp cellar, and sti l l  another se$'ed coats
in a bech'oom so dirtnp that the moisture could be seen running down
the rvrl ls. Aguin, iI} an unsn'ept hallway in a large tenentent hottse
an asent canie upon seven childien gatheied together from the neigh-
I'oll ioo, I to serv coats. The garme;ts were being dragged over the
floor' l ir is way and. that at th"e 'rvil l  of tbe-small-worl<ers,^re.gardles.s
of clirt. In i, basement flat. fottr steps belorv the level of tJre yard,
another family made porvder pufis. 

-When 
visited, the motherwas

sitt ins n'ith a large bbx of unfinished ptrfis before hel at an open
rvindirv. The wiidorv sil l  rras on a lei 'el rvith a vard, rrhich rvas
being su'ept and fr<-rm t'hich the dust came in through the'rvindow
cluriig the entire intervierv and settled over the pttfrs-

Frim none of these families or others in simi-lar homes could any
evidence be obtained that tlie employers responsible for distributing
the work had ever visited them-or-made any attempt to ascertain
the condition of the homes in which the work they gave out was
being done.

COMMUNICABLE DISEASES

Each mother interviewed was questioned. as to whether any illness
had occurred in the family within the three years preceding the in-
tervierv. ln addition, in Newark and Paterson, n'here such agencies
existed. the records irf the Visit ing Nurse Association and otlrer
rvelfare organizations \r'ere searched for information regarding the
health coniiition* of families included in the studv' Iiwas fbund
that in 27 of the families intervien'ed work had bcen earried on while
some ntember of the familv was lnlorrn to be sufiering from a com-
municable disease and in several others rvhen infectious diseases
rvere believed to be present though a definite diagnosis was not
obta ined.

Other cases of communic&ble diseases may have occurred the
existence of rvhich the parenLs were unwilling to reveal through fear
that their work miglrt be taken from them. Only one or two _parent-s
stated that thev hid notif ied the factorv and had relurned aII work

. in their posseJsion as soon as the disease broke out in the home.
Among tiio dise,ases found in the homes where home work was being
done ll 'ere chicken pox. measles, whooping cough, tuberculosis,
scarlet fever. ervsipeias.' influenza. syphil is.*and 

-goirorrhea. 
One

family had d, hiitoiy of chicken poxl 
'scarlet 

fever] and erysipelas
rr-ithin the year, andthrough each il lness they had stiung tags. 

-Ad-

vanced cases of tuberculosis were found in families where coats werc
being finished. hooks being fastened into brassieres. women's dresses
beinE embroiciered. Chrisiinas cards beins sorted. and baby clothes
bein[ made. One'mother reported that'ihough she nevei allowed
the firther, the victim of the disease, to handlethe work, it had been
in the home all during his illness and up to the time of his death'
$yphil is and gonorrh-ea were reported 

-in 
several families where

cda'ts ttere bein-g finished, and mealles and skin eruptions were found
in homes where powder puffs \yere being made.
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SUMMAR,Y OF FII{DINGS

fnd,-rstriai homu rvork is clistributcd in Ne*. Jersev not oniv bv
manufacturers witl i in.the Staie but pelhaps to an er-cn greater 

"it.trtby thosc of  neig l  r l ,or ing ccnte 's .  ch ief l  v  - \c*  ) -o. l i  Ci tv .  l \ 'o i ' l<  is
done in Icr i '  Jc ls ly  honres u1l i ,n  u l i i .g- '  rnd r . l r , ie , l 'nunrber .  of
a r t i c l es , .  e l r i c f  , a r r r c r rg  t l i i ch  a re  n ren ' s  c i , , i l r i ng  nn r l  o r l r p r  n ' en l i ng
lpparel. fn tLe maiority of cases irome rrorl i i I not gii-en out cli leci
trorn the rnanufecturer to the families doing the n'orl i at honre but is
distributed thlough contrnctors rvho act aJ miclcllernen betrveen the
factor.y ancl the horne rrorkcls.

As in other eastern cit ies,,the families doing home work in New
Jersey communities ars chiefly those of irnmigi.ants. In ali brrt iu,o
of tlib seven cities survel.eci tir. gr:oi,t it",;n"i&. .ii,r= lt,if ;ii"."

r{ome r-o.k js usuali j a fariri i i  r ic:t i ' i lr. airl 1;cr.s.'s .f nll ages
and degrees of sliill are engagecl in it, trut. irrosi c,f tlie rv.r,k is di.,*c
by t-ornen anrl minoi's. Clrilcl.ren Lr.ncler' 1{i l-ear.s of age, for,rn a lurg.e
percentrrge of t l lc,, l l 'ol l ici 'sn 'I l ie 628 families visited in the coulse
of tho sturlv ir rr ' lr lr lccl .1,i j , i3 l lersons. of rrhoin 1.g02 .ri 'ere l iorne
l'oll icrs. Llf i lrt:. '6ri per ccnt rrere chihh'en untler- 16 r'eurs of aqe
i rn , l  27  p r ' r ' ,  t ' , ' n r  r r r . , i i r c i s .  o t l r e r  mcn r l r o ' s  o f  t i , t '  f l r r n i l ' . r ' .  i r r c l , r , l i i i g
f t l  I r e l ' - .  u l dc r  L I ' o t i r c r ' .  un ,1  s i : l p r s r  a r r i l  1e l : r t j y cs  \ \ i , p  r r c i e  r r r t . r i r be r l s
ot_thc houseliolc'1, constitrrtecl 19 p." cent of the gloult.

Because of t i ie ease r'r ' i th l-hicli most tr-pes of-rvorli sent into the
h o t n t , t ' : t r t  b e  r l i l i , l , ' ,  1  i r r { o  t i r r r l , l n  o i ) o r . a t l o l r s .  l r n l r e  r r - o r j r  r , r . r r l i l t .
lencls itself t-o the enrplor-rrrcnt of er-cin r-crv srnall rhililen. T'hos"e
1 o o  t ' o t r n a  t o  I r t ' l p  \ r i t l r  r l r c  J r r o l ' ( . , 1 , f i l , ' i r i r  o i , o l ' i r t i r r n s : r s s i s t  r i - i t l r  t h c
simple' parts of the l-ork. Al'rost oneli io*r.t l i  of the cli iLrr.en
inclut-lecl in the stucly rre.e uncler 10 r-eru's of age nnd almost four-
fifths under 14. Rois t.q rveli ls girlj 5-cr.e |oml r-;o1iiers, }ut they
were  i n  t he  rn i r ro i . i t r l nn , l  on  i l r e  u l i r o l u ,  l , ' ( ) ung . ( . i , t l , n t r  t l r , , c i , . l r .' f l r e  p ' i nc ipa l  k i n r l s  o f  r vo ' l r  i n  r v l i i " l r  rT ' .  . i ' i ; , I  ' l * n  i i n , l e '  f oun . l
t o  he .eng rge t l  . u ' c re .  i n  t l r e  o r . ,  l c r .  o f  t l r t ' i r .  i r r r 1 , r , r . t an , . e .  f i n i s l r i ng  mcn ' s
c loth ing.  ber  r l  ing r  u, l  enr l_rro i  r  le  r . i  ng \ rorr  len 's  t l r .es ies.  mu l< i  n  g i .orvr . ler
pu f l ' s .  - t r i r r g i ng  t r l s ,  n rn l< ing  a r . t i l i , . i r l  f l o r r -e r . s ,  r r r r r l < i r r g  r l c , l l i ' i l : . p . . n .
scall<iping incf eniUioidering hanrlkercll ie{s, i.rtt i t g-"",i *-i '1"1,;";
Jacc ,  a r rd  .mbro i , l t ' , r y .  l l r r t t i r r g '  l r oo l i s  . r n , l  c . ves  i n  b i . n . . i c ros .  m , , i . i n I
berr I  jervel r .v .  cr r r l jng Lrr t tonq.  par . l i ing Ciu. is t i r r is  cr r t ls  an, l  ser ls .
a r r t l  c r r ' , 1 i ng  s l f c t v  P ins .  C l r i l , l r o l r  r l so  us r rn l l . v  c : r r r i c , I  t he  n ra t c r . i a l s
bacl< and folth betwcen tl ie f lctorr. antl the home.

Because many of the industr.iei cl istr. ibuting houre work (in par-
t i c r r l a r  t l r e  n ren l s  c l o t i r i ng  i n , l r 151py ,  i n  , o , , n , , . f i , , n . r i i h  

" . j i i , , t ) ' , . l +  
n . r .

ccn t  o f  a l l  t l r e  c l t i l , l r on  i n te t r - i e r i - e , i  \ \ ' { , l , r , e l n l ) l o . \ . c ,1 )  l r r r , l  s l , r . ! <  l , o r . i b ,  l s
falling in.the srlmmer montlis, rnore. chiltir,'-n l1e'e'foun,l cloing home
rvorl< rvhile school r','as in session than cluling the surrrurer-r-'acation
months.

58

Provided by the Maternal and Child Health Library, Georgetown University



SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 59

Although as a ntle the chilclren's rvork rvas irregular, depending
unon thc*frcqrlenr'\' l'ith rvhich work could be oblainecl {iom the
fictory. even 

'rvli"ii 
scirool was in session the rnaiorrtv \yere accus-

tomecito spen,l tr-ro ol three hours a clalr. ancl a"ferv" (13 per cent
of the ?15-chilch'en reporting tl ieir hours of wolk) f<jur br more
hours a clav at iiornc u'ork l'hinever n'olk was available. l-reouentlv
this meanf night n'ork €yen for those reirorting the shorter'houri.
Of 1.033 chiltilen who repcrtecl as to nigiit rvor:k rluring the school
year'.'-16 pcr c:e'nt, and of dg6 chilclren lvhi reportr:cl as to"night rvork
in the slrr)l lre1'r 'acation,36 per cent usrurlly rl.olirecl in the evening
a{tcr suppc'r', the majority dne or trvo irours, a snialler.propcrtioil
betl-een-iirrt 'e and four l iours. ancl sorne elen foul nncl hre'hours.
Oldel chiirh'cn generaily lvorkecti longer tharr voungel' ones.

fn Neu' .Telsey conmunities, as ii otlicr ciLics"l,irer.e stuclies of
home rvorh ireye been macle. ii rvas found th:rt in rnost cases home
work rvrs uncleltalien to sultiriement itn inaclecluate tamilv income.
,A l t l r ough - the  p r l en t s  o f  t h ' c ' r na jo r i l y  o f  l he  . h ; l , l r . , ' n  r l e i ' e  l i v i ng .
the chief  b leut i rv int te ls  in  these fhmi l i "s  \ \ ' t , r '€  pn{zrpcr l  for  t l re  moi t
part in occupations pa1-ing small rvages or 3,iciclirig irncertain annual
incomes. Many of thern rvere in ontside iobs rviriih wcr.e deuenclent
upon rveather Londitions and rv.te conseqi rently subjecL to c6nsicler-
able -une*ploymcnt. Of ttre 4?5 famiiiei whti repo,.tecl as to their
earnings clulinq the venr o{ the studv rnore than half had an income
from et,rpl,,r 'rrir,nt otirei 't i ian horne ivork of lcss than $1.450 a )ear.
althousir-th" ,rleiase number of nersons in a familv rvai 6.8.'I'he-earnings 

cleiived from horne rrolk rvele vei.y s-"11 since the
ratcs of prry riere low ancl much of thc l or,k ilr'cguinr. Of 3.16 chil-
ch'en rvhb ilele rble to give anv information as'to thcir intl, iviclrral
t 'a ln ings.6 i  t rer  ce l t t  cu l r rc t l  le t t  th , rn 1 j  cents nn i lo l i l . " :10 i rer  cent
lcss t l ran 1 i ) t ' r ,n t ' .  l r r r l  1J l ;cr  cerr t  less th l r r  i l  c t ' r , t . , t  n l - rc l  i r , , ik ing at
t l , " i l  l i , ' - l  - 1 , {  { , ,  1 .  G p o r r l l  e : t l ' t l i t r g s  t r r . r , ,  , . i t r t i l r r ; 1 . ' , '  i , , 1 .  r r r r l . r '  2 2  1 l e '
. , ,1 ,1 r ,1r  ; ] { i \  i .u ' r i l :e-  repol t ing th i : i l  houih '  e , t r .n i t igs i r : i t ' ing"nadd ns
rrr;i, ' ir rL- -lt ) ct,nts lrn hour. althoufr-h the-nutuber of rrorl iers in tl ie
1 ' r r t r r i l v  l ' : r r r : : { , r I  f r o rn  t l ' o  t o  s i x  an t l  r v i t h  I  { e i v  cxc , ' l ; t i ons  i nc l l i , l o . l
, , r , , ' , r , l t t i t  r r r r ' l f r eq r ren t l y  t l ' o .  O f  334  1 ' r , i n i l i es  r v i r o  l i e l i t  an  accoun t
,,f t l icir '  \ 'calh- eainings frorn home rvolk almost half i 'eportecl that
rl iu- lrtcl 'nracle less th;; $100 in tl ie 12 months.'-t'irr, tnajolity of the homes visited lvere clean and in fairly good
con,-l it ion,"butin many there were eviclences of neglect and iir sorne
extlcrne filth. Trventv-seven liornes u'ere found in i.hich horne rvork
hacl been carried on while some rnember of tlie famitry rvas suflering
fronr a communicable disease. Anong tlie illnesses of tilis kincl rver6
rneasles, chicken pox, \+gl,ping,corigir, tuberculosis, scarlet fever,
erysipelas, influenza, syphilis, lncl gonou'hea.

Child labor in industrial horne rvolli is not resulatecl either bv the
Nerv Jersey chiid labor lal. or by the sn'catsho[ law requiring'"that
homes where the work is cione be licensecl bv the State department
of labor. According to the lccords of tlie departmeni, mbre than
4,000 licenses for hoine rvor'li l-ole issuecl in the State during the year
oi the study. but oniy ?.1 of thc 62E families visitecl wete'l icerised.
Although a ierv vea.i plior to the study the clepartment hacl made
very slii:cial efic,iis to eri{olce the ss-eaishop lai, ancl especially to
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decrease the number of chilch'en engaging in home work, it had founcl
the fact that ttre law did not penali"ze]thJ emplover. a serious obstacle
to efiective enforcement. An bdcled difficultv'in "controllins the home-
work situation in Nerv Jersey is the fact ihat much of ihe rvork is
sent into the State by manufacturers in the near-bv States of Nerv
York and Pennsvlvania, rvho are thus released from the restrictions
of the home-l.orlk laws'of their own States-much more strinsent
than those of Ne'w Jersey-but who can seldom if ever be proseci-rted
under the Nerv Jelsey law.
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APPENDIX.-TEXT OF NEW JERSEY SWEATSHOP LAWS

l l ,aws of 1904, ch. 64, as amended add supplemented by Laws ol 191?, ch. l?61

Snc.31. No room or rooms, apartment or apartments, in any tenement or
dwelling hon-ce, or in a building situated immecliately in the rear of any
apartrnent, tenernent, or dwelling house shall be used for the purpose of manu-
facturing, altering, repairing, or finishing therein, for wages or for sale, any
articles rvhatsoer.er unless a license is secured therefor, as provicled in this act.

Appiication for such a license shall be made to the commissioner of labor
by any family or a member thereof, or any person, firm, or corporation
clesiring to marrufacture, alter, repair, or finish any such articles in any room
or apaltnlent in any tenc.ment or dwelling house or by any person, flrm, or
corporatiol), desiring to perform such work in any building in the rear of any
tenernent or dwelling house. Each license shall run continuously for a periotl
of six rnonths, 'whereupon a ncw or further license must be obtained, Each
application for such a license shall describe the room or apartment, shall
specify the number of persons to be emplol.ed therein, and shall be in such
form as thp corurnissioner of labor may rietermine. Blank applications shall be
prepared and furnishcd by the commissioner of labor. Before any such licen,qe
is grunlcd zrn inspection of the room, apartment, or building sought to be
licenscd shnll be made by the commissioner of labor, factory inspector, or, in
the discretion of the commissioner of labor, by any local board of health or its
inspcctor or inspectors. If the commissioner rrf labor or such inspectors as
herein proviiled for ascerttrin tliat such room, apartment, or building is in a
clcan ancl proper sanitary condition, and that the articles specified in flris
section may be manufactured thcrein under ciean and healthful conditions. he
shall, grant a license permitting the use of such room, apartment, or builcling
for the purpose of rnanufacturing, altering, repairing, or finishing such articles.
Eirch license .shall state the rnaxirnum number of persons who may be employed
in the room or roonls to lvhich such license relates. 'I'he number of persons
to be so employed shtll be determined by the number of cubic feet- of air
space contained in each room or apartment mentioned in such license, allorving
not less than 250 cubic feet for each person employed between the hours oi
6 o'clock in the rnorning and 6 o'clock in the evening, unless by special \ryritten
permit of the crumissioner of labor, and not less than 400 cubic feet for each
person enployer:l therein bet$'een the hours of 6 in the evening ancl 6 in the
morniug, but no permit shall be issued unless such room or apartment has
suitable light at all times during such hours as such persons are employed
therein.

such license must be posted in a conspicuous place in the room or apartment
to rvhicir it relates. rt may be revoked by the commissioner of labor if the
health of the corlmunity or of the employees requires it, or if it appeals that
the rocms or apartments to which such license relates are not iri 

-a 
healthv

and proper sanitary condition. Every room or apartment in which any of th"e
articles narned in this section are rnanufactured, altered, repailecl, or finished
shall be liept in a clean and sanitar5 condition, and shall ne sunjebt to exami-
nation and ir:spection by the comrnissioner of labor, factory inspectors, or
local boards of health for the purpose of ascertaining whether said garments
o[ articles, or an]- part or parts tliereof, are clean and free from verlmin and
every matter of infectious or contagious nature.

rf the commissioner of labor', factor.v iDspector, or local board of health shall
ffnd evidcnce of infectious or contagious disease present in any workshop or
in goods rn:rnufactured or in process of manufacture therein flre commissioner
of labor, factory inspector, or local board of health shall issue such orders
as the public health rnay require and shall condemn and. destroy such infections
an(l col) l i tgious art icles.

Suc.31a. No person, flrm, or corporation shail hire, emplo)., or contract with
any mcnber of a fnrniil', or any person, firm, or person-nol'holding a license
therefol, to nlauufactule, alter, repair, or finish any articles wtiaisoever in
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l l l l l ' I 'oonl  or  i l l )at '1 l l t€] l t t . in  any teneurent  or  t lwel l ing or  a l l l ' roorn or  t l )ar t lu,
in : r . . " ' l r r i i l l ing s i t r i i r t r ' ( l  in  thc rear of  h tenement or  dn'e l l ing house,  

^a,s 
ar .

srriri. ;rrrrl il(,r l)i 'rtsr-ir. {ilrD, or c0r'1ror:ttion shall rcceive, hnnille, or conroJ,
( ill('Ls oi' sel1, hold iir stoch, or exp,ose fcir. sale any articles whatsoever unl
ririrrle uurlel the sanitir|y contiitions anrl in accordance with this act. T
rrct shall ilot l)ferent, honcver, thc emplol'mt'nt of a tailor or sua*Jt."-"a
ilrt)'l)crion or farlily for the purFose of rnaking, altering, repairing, or linislr
'r' '1- articies of wealirg apparel for such person or foi tainity ri,ie, aira srr
ilot prcrent such enplol'Irelt bJ \r'(rmen's exchanges or philanthropic assor
tions not olgauizecl for pecuniary prolit.

Ssc.32, A'y person, fi ' ', or.c,orp,rtrtiorr being the orvner, lessee, or occup:
of the pltrce or lrhces to .,vliicl] the ltrccetlit.rg sections or Alr.v n:rr.t ther
relate, shall. for: the yiolation of any of the provisions flrer.eiu, Ui, iiirUfe tt
penalty of 950 foi' the fir'-qt offensc and 9100 for each succeecling ,rrrenit,

[La1rs of  1917, ch.  229.  supplemental  to Lans of  1904, c] r .  0-11

sncrro^'r .1. I'he commissioner of labor may, rvhen he decms it necc-ssa
require that all roonls or lpartments used for the purprrse of rnarruiictur.i:
erlteriug, repairing, or fini.qhing the:rein any article-s as rnentioned in'.dl,ru"
of the act of which this act is a supplernent shall be separate tr.oin ana rrr
lo.d_"9r. 11$gw, 

,r otLer oFe'rring iuto any living or sleeping 
"oorn 

o. niry t"
ment ur  d$cl t ing,  a l r r l  t l la t  no other ro.)n ls or  apartments shal l  be us(.d at  a
time for sleet)ing lrull)ose anrl shall contain no bi:d, beciding, or cooliing'irte,Ds
rre rnay furthcr lt,quile or ('lircct a sel)alate outside entrint:e to flre-ror.urs
apartruellts \vhcl'c the rvork is carlied on, alrl if suc]i llolk is carriecl o1 rr5r
the first {loor, then thele ruay be clirected a separ.ate and distinct stairn
]ga-d]ng thereto, antl er-ery sur-h room or rpartrnent shali be well antl .oili"ion
l'ighted' heated, rlnci ventilntetl by ordilary, or, if necessary, by niechanicnl ,
pliances. IIe tnly also require -cuitrrble closet arrangements and separate toil
rvhen and ls he tleerns it nccessary.

Suc. 2. Any pe'sou, flrm, or colporation, by themseh'es ur bI, tlteir ilsents
m-anag.'l 's, contracting for the manufacturing, altering, repaii'ing, or' iiuishi 

-
of any trlticles whatsoever, as mcntioned in section 81 of tie act of rvhlch t.
is a supplemelt. or giving ouL rnutcritrl for rr'hich they or an). part of them :
to be rnanirftrctured, altercd, repaired, or finished, shail keep a register of I
nancs and :rtlcresses plailly written in English of the pcrsons to whor_n su
article ol articies are given to be so manufactured, altercd, repaired, or .finisbr
or-'witir rhonr they liave contra.cted to do the same, such register shall -
subject to inspection on r]emand by the corumi-ssioner of ]abor or lactory iusp ?
tors, anrl a copy thoreof shali be furnished at his or their request.

Snc, 3. No articles of food, no do[s, clolls' cloilring, ar,cl n. artiele of cl
dren's or  infants '  wea| ing apparel  shal l  be manufactured,  a l tcred,  repar led,
finished in l'hole or in part for u fnctory, eitlrer directly or throuih tle iustr
ntentality nf one or rnore contractors or third 1rc|sons in iL teneiDcrrt house,
any portiol (if .ln apartnlent, any part of which is u-secl for lir-ing puriroses.

-Sgc.4. -r\.uy pnrson, firm, or corporation, being the olrrner, lesseo, or occupu
of the place ol places to lvhich the preceding seclions or any part thereof rcll
shall, for tltc r-ioiation of any.of ilre provisions herein, le iialte to a peua
of $50 for thc lirst ofieuse, anci $100 foi each succeedins offense.

o
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