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PUYALLUP VALLEY, WASH.

designed for shipment; berries picked in the latter p
and those softened by rain are sent to canneries.

they are usually inspected and graded at the shi

cooperative associations, and if not up to standar(f
distances or consigned to ca
to sort the berries as they pic
ping cup’’ and soft, dark berries for the “ cannery cup.”
or baskets are placed in a carri
cannery cup holding 1 quart and the
raspberries 1s not hard work, however,
bearing branches are commonly called,

Before ship
are shipped

shipping cup 1 pint.

are held in place by wire
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art of the season

ment

ping office of the

short

nneries. Sometimes pickers are required
k, choosing firm berries for the “ship-
Two ¢ cups”’
er worn about the picker’s waist, the
Picking
because the canes, as the fruit-

s and

are within easy reach of all except small children, and as the bushes

are from 6 to & feet high in the harvest season
(See illustration facing p. 32.)

they afford some shade.

TasLE 21.—Kinds of harvesting done by children in local and migratory families,

by age; Puyallup Valley

Children under 16 doing each specified kind of harvesting

Kind of harvesting Total 10 years, 12 years, 14 years,
Under under 12 under 14 under 16
10 .
Num- | Per years Num- | Per | Num-| Per | Num-} Per
ber cent ber cent ber cent ber cent
Local: Total2__._.._.._ 3280 ] 100.0 25 76 § 100.0 921 100.0 84 100.0
Picking small fruits 4. . ... 8281 93. 2 25 69 90.8 88 95.7 76 90. 5
Raspberries_..._ 8257 91.8 25 63 89.5 87 94.6 74 88.1
Btrawberries._... 141 50. 4 13 36 47.4 51 55.4 41 48.8
Other small fruits 67 23.9 7 14 18.4 20 21.7 26 31.0
Migratory: TotalZ.._. 5359 | 100.0 33 78 | 100.0 112§ 100.0 134 100. 0
Picking small fruits ¢ 5359 1 100.0 33 78 | 100.0 112 [ 100.0 134 100. 0
Raspberries____ 5359 | 100.0 33 78 | 100.0 112 | 100.0 134 100. 0
Strawberries._._ 50 13.9 5 11 14.1 12 10.7 22 16. 4
Other small fru 37 10.3 3 10 12.8 12 10.7 12 9.0

1 Per cent not shown where base is less than 50.

2 The reason that the items do not add to the
one crop.

3 Tnclades 3 children for whom age was not reported.

¢ Small fruits include strawberries, raspberries, loganberries,
this group may have picked one or more varieties.

5 Includes 2 children for whom age was not reported.

blackberries, and currants.

Strawberries in this district must be picked carefully. One m
remarked that the “boss” would not allow her boy of 7 years to
in the strawberry patch but that she hoped he would be allow

ick raspberries.

Of the 191 local and migratory childr
9 per cent were under 10 years of age. T
than the proportion of child strawberry pickers
fruit growing areas of the Atlantic coast, where berries are
so carefully for long-distance shipment.
example, the proportion is about one
groups of child work
one-fourth and one-third.?

under 10 in s

totals is that many of the children harvested more than

Children in

other
work
ed to

en who picked strawberries
his proportion is much smaller

mall-

not graded
Near Norfolk, Va.
fourth, and among certain
ers on Maryland truck farms it is between

, for

1 Child Labor and the Work of Mothers on Norfolk Truck Farms, p.8;
children on Maryland truck farms.
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40 CHILD LABOR IN FRUIT AND HOP GROWING DISTRICTS

Besides picking strawberries and raspberries, a small number of
children had picked other kinds of berries, mostly blackberries, but
some gooseberries, currants, and black raspberries.  Cherries, other
orchard fruits, and hops are not raised in this ares to any extent, and

‘ the number of children who harvested orchard fruits “or hops was
negligible.

Practically no migratory children had done any work except picking
fruit, and few local workers were hired for any other worlk, About
one-fourth of the children living in the districts studied, including
about twice as many boys as girls, did hoeing or weeding on their
fathers’ farms, and & smaller proportion, mostly boys of 12 years or
older, did plowing or cultivating, or pruned and trained berry bushes
on the home farm. (Table 22) Tt might be expected that more
children of berry growers would have worked on the berry bushes,
doing such work as cutting out old canes, topping bushes, or tying
new canes to the wires, but this work requires both skill and strength
and is usually done by adults. Few children in this district reported
transplanting strawberry plants, an important part of children’s
work in some small-fruit districts. Most of the children in the Puyal-
lup Valley who had done transplanting, or planting, or harvesting
vegetables and many of those who had done hoeing and weeding
were children of Japanese truck farmers. On the farms of the
Japanese truck growers the whole family—father, mother, and three
or four children—work together, getting down on their hands and
knees to weed or transplant the long rows of lettuce, cauliflower, and
celery,

TaBLE 22.—Principal kinds of work done during year by children in local Sfamilies,
by sex; Puyallup Valley

- . _ S
Children under 16 doing each specified kind of work
— —
Kind of work Total Boys Girls
—
Number | Per cent | N umber | Per cent | Number Per cent
— —_—
Totalt ________ 280 100.0 146 100.0 134 100. 0
General farm work: .
Preparing ground 2.____ 33 11.8 29 19.9 4 3.0
Planting and transplant. 32 11. 4 24 16. 4 8 6.0
Hoeing ___________~ " 73 26. 1 50 34.2 23 17.2
Weeding and thinning _ . - 73 26. 1 48 32.9 25 18.7
Harvesting small fruits 5. ... 261 93.2 130 89.0 131 97.8
Raspberries_.________ - 257 91. 8 126 86.3 131 97.8
Strawberries__ _.__ 141 50. 4 71 48.6 70 52.2
Other small fraits___________7777TTT7T 67 23.9 36 4.7 31 23.1
Harvesting vegetables_______________ i 45 16.1 29 10.9 16 119
Pruning and training berry bushes_.._ ... 24 8.6 15 10.3 9 6.7

|

! The reason that the items do not add to the totals is that most of the children did several kinds of work
during the year, .

? Includes plowing, harrowing, disking, dragging, and cultivating, )

3 Small fruits include strawberries, raspberries, loganberries, blackberries, and currants. Children jn
this group may have picked more than one variety.

HOURS

The hours, the children worked in the Puyallup raspberry fields
were not, as a rule, nearly so long as the hours in the hop yards and
orchards of the other districts surveyed, although on many raspberry

Pr(;Vided by theEVIéternal and Child Health Library, Georgetown University




PUYALLUP VALLEY, WASH.

ranches the nominal hours were from 7 or 8 a. m. until 6
9 hour or 10 hour day strictly enforced;

only two or three ranches was a

41

p.m. On

on these the field boss called the pickers or rang a gong in the camp

uarters in the morning and after the noon hour.

although the owners complained about the idleness

On many ranches,

of some of the

pickers, especially the girls who stayed in camp and the boys who

went swimming in the afternoons,
hours they wished.

Seven-tenths
local and migratory
last day before the agent’s visit,
of a working day in

working in the raspberry

they allowed them to work the

of the child workers (about equal proportions among
workers) had worked six hours or
a day which may be taken as
the harvest season because practicall
migratory and more than three-fourths of the local workers
fields on that day. Some children, however,

more on the
typical
all the
ad been

in these berry fields as well as in the hop yards of the other two areas

surveyed, had worked long hours.

One-third of the migratory and

one-fourth of the local child workers in this area had worked more

than 8 hours a day; 12 per cent of the migratory and
local child workers had worked 10 hours a day or

9 per cent of the
longer. Among

local children those who worked for their parents reported longer

hours than those who worked for other farmers.

Few local berry

pickers under 12 years of age reported long hours, but nearly as large

a proportion of the migratory pickers under
than this had worked more than 8 hours.

12 as of children older
(Table 23.)

TapLg 23—Hours of work of children in local and migratory families on sample

day in the harvest season, by age;

Puyallup Valley

Children under 16

Total 10 years, under | 12 years, under | 14 years, undet
12 14 16
Hours of fleld work on
typical day T Uri((i)er
| Per | oarst Per Per Per
Num- | cent hd Num- | cent | Num- cent | Num- | cent
ber ~‘ distri- ber distri-| Der distri-| ber distri-
| bution bution bution bution
- -
| | i
Tocal: Total 2980 | | 25 | 92 | - A
Total reporting. .. -woocooomn- 7204 | 100.0 | 57 | 100.0 69| 1000 64 | 100.0
Tess than 6 hours___.___. 597 289 4 22 38.6 20 29.0 13 20.3
6 hours, less than 8. ... 355 27.0 6 19 33.3 16 23.2 13 20.3
f hours even . _..._._-- 37 18.1 |ocmaonns 8 14.0 15 21.7 14 21.9
More than 8§ hours, less
than 9 . .ooocoe-nn 14 6.9 |oceomun- 1 1.8 5 7.3 8 12.5
9 hours, less than 10- - 421 10.3 1 3 5.3 5 7.2 10 15.6
10 hours, less than 1 _ 13 6.4 |occeaan 3 5.3 b 7.2 5 7.8
11 hours, less than 13- - 5 2.5 1 1.8 3 4.3 1 1.6
Not reporting. . . -—-cac-- (71 R
Migratory: Total ... 4359 ‘: _______
Total reporting- ..o ..------- 9338 | 100.0 26 70 | "100.0 169 | 100.0 131 | 100.0
Less than 6 hours__. 105 1 3L1 13 25 35.7 32 29. 4 35 26.7
6 hours, less than 8. 71 21.0 5 15 21. 4 24 22.0 27 20.6
8 hours even ... ...-.-- 350 14.8 1 7 10.0 16 14.7 25 19.1
More than 8 hours, less
than 9. oeoocemooemeee 8 DA S 3 4.3 3 2.8 2 1.5
g hours, less than 10 ___ 365 19.2 4 11 15.7 20 18.3 29 22.1
10 hours, less than 11____ 35 10. 4 3 8 11. 4 12 11.0 12 9.2
11 hours, less than 13- 4 L2 fomaaen 1 1.4 2 1.8 1 0.8
Not reporting_ _ _..--oor--n 22 I I 7 - ) O F 2 . [ 2

1 Per cent not shown where base is less than 50.

3 Includes 3 children for whom age was not reported.
3 Includes 1 child for whom age was not reported.

¢ Includes 2 children for whom age was not reported.

B } .
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42 CHILD LABOR IN FRUIT AND HOP GROWING DISTRICTS

DURATION

The majority of the child workers, both local and migratory,
worked at least six days a week, six or eight hours daily, and some of
them worked also on Sundays. ~Nearly half the migratory, and about

‘ one-fifth of the local child workers had worked on the Sunday pre-
ceding the interview. Nearly three-fifths of the migratory and
about half as large a proportion of the local children had worked 48
hours or longer t%e week preceding the interview.

Local workers, although not workin relatively as many hours
daily or weekly as the migratory, worke many more days during the
year. -The migratory workers were usually employed only for three
weeks during the height of the raspberry season, in July, but the
local workers picked raspberries that ripened before the arrival of the
migratory workers and after their departure, besides picking straw-
berries or helping with other farm work. Some of the migratory
workers interviewed at the beginning of the season had worked
fewer than 12 days, and the majority had worked fewer than 30 days
during the year. ~ Almost three-fourths of the local children reported
at least 30 days’ work, and more than one-fourth, 60 days’ work or
more. (Table 24.) TLocal workers in this area worked about as
long as local child workers in the Yakima and Willamette Valleys.
In the Puyallup Valley, as in the other districts studied, it was the
children between 12 and 16 years of age, including most of the Japan-
ese children of these ages, who worked the longest periods, some of
the Japanese children working every day on the truck farms from the
middle of May, when school closed, to the first week in September,
when school opened.

TABLE 24.—Duration of field work. of children in local and wmigratory families, by
age; Puyallup Valley

Children under 16
Total 10 years, under | 12 years, under | 14 years, under
12 14 16
Number of days of work ‘ Under
during year { Per 10 Per Per Per
Num- | cent |years!| Num-| cent | Num- cent { Num- | cent

ber | distri- ber | distri-| ber | distri-| ber | distri-

bution bution bution bution

Local: Total .. _.____ 2280 f_...___ 25 76 92 [ ... 84 1 ...
Total reporting______________ 3237 | 100.0 21 65 | 100.0 | 75| 100.0 74 100. 0
12 days, less than 30 ____ 466 27.8 8 23 35.4 20 26.7 14 18.9
30 days, less than 60 ____ 4102 43.0 11 30 46. 2 33 44.0 27 36.5
60 days, less than 90_____ 32 13.5 2 5 .7 9 12.0 16 21.6
90 days, less than 120____ 17 7.2 . 1 15 6 8.0 10 13.5
120 days and over_ . _.__. 20 8.4 ... 6 9.2 7 9.3 7 9.5
Not reporting. - ..__...___._. $43 |aas 4 1 e 17 |eveoees 10 |.enn
Migratory: Total_.___.| 33591 _______ 33 78 . 12 .. I
Total reporting____________._ 3350 100.0 31 73 100.0 111 100. 0 133 100. 0
6 days, less than 12.._____ 74 211 10 15 20.5 22 19.8 27 20. 3
12 days, less than 30. . _._ 3205 58.6 12 42 57.5 68 61.3 81 60.9
30 days, less than 60 57 16.3 7 10 13.7 17 15.3 23 17.3
60 days, less than 90_____ 12 3.4 2 5 6.8 4 3.6 1 0.8
90 days, less than 120_ ___ 2 0.6 |.ooo_. 1 L | 1 0.8
Not reporting_ . ..________.._. 9 | 2 [ . | O ) BN PR

1 Per cent not shown where base is less than 50.

? Includes 3 children for whom age was not reported.
& Includes 2 children for whom age was not reported.
¢ Includes 1 child for whom age was not reported.

I;(;Vided by theiMaiternal and Child Health Library, Georgetown University




PUYALLUP VALLEY, WASH, 43

EARNINGS

The earnings of raspberry pickers in the Puyallup Valley were
comparatively small. The weekly earnings of 72 per cent of 150
children who had worked 48 hours or more were less than $8, and
only 17 per cent of the children who had worked these hours had
made as much as $10, whereas most of the children in both the hop
and the orchard districts who had worked 48 hours or more had
earned at least $10, and more than one-half had earned $12 or more.
Raspberry pickers usually earned from 50 cents to $1.50 a day.
(Table 25.) About one-third of the children who worked for their
parents received pay for their work. The earnings of both those
who “hired out” and those who worked for their parents were about
the same as the earnings of migratory workers.

TaBLE 25.—Earnings on sample day of children ! in local and migratory families
picking raspberries, by age; Puyallup Valley

Children ! under 16 picking raspberries on sample day

Total 10 years, under | 12 years, under | 14 years, under
12 14 16
Earnings of children picking
raspberries on sample day Under -
Per N ‘10 2 Per Per Per
Num- | cent | Y®T5% | Num- | cent | Num-| cent | Num- cent
ber | distri- ber | distri-{ ber | distri-[ ber | distri-

bution E bution ? bution 2 bution 2

Local: Total...____....

Total reporting earnings.____

Less than $0.50_ . ______
$0.50, less than $1_
$1, 1ess than $1.50_
$1.50, less than $2_
$2,1less than $3._________

Noearnings_____________.___ 57Tt oo 6 14 | .. 23 ... 14 .
Not reporting________ N 50 |oo ... 8 22 i ... 11| 9 (.
Migratory: Total _ 3344 4. 33 Vi 105 |- 127 | _____
Total reporting carnings_.__.| 325 | 100.0 30 71| 1000 103 | 1000 119 | 100.0
Less than $0.50_ _________ 429 8.9 11 12 16.9 3 2.9 2 1.7
$0.50, less than $1_ | o4tes 38.8 13 31 43.7 43 41.7 38 3L9

$1, less than $1.50_ 122 37.5 6 20 28.2 42 40.8 54 45.4
$1.50, less than $2_ . 38 1.7 6 8.5 11 10.7 21 17.8
$2,lessthan $3___________ 1 L7 I I 2 2.8 4 3.9 4 3.4
Not reporting....._____.___._ 19 . 3 [ 2. 8 | s

! Excludes 93 children in resident families and 15 in migratory families that were not picking raspberries
on sample day.

3 Per cent not shown where base is less than 50.

3 Includes 2 children for whom age was not reported.

¢ Includes 1 child for whom age was not reported.

All the pickers in the district surveyed were paid by the piece.
The rate for a crate of raspberries, each crate containing 24 boxes,
varied from 50 to 60 cents and usually a 10-cent bonus per crate
was paid to pickers who stayed as long as they were needed. The
rates paid for picking “ cannery”” and “shipping”’ berries were usually
about equal, but occasionally 10 cents a crate extra was paid for
picking cannery berries because the baskets for cannery berries are
about twice as large as the baskets for shipping berries, although
the cannery berries are easier to pick. The rates for picking straw-
berries and blackberries were somewhat lower, 35 cents for a crate

S S . -
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44 CHILD LABOR IN FRUIT AND HOP GROWING DISTRICTS

of blackberries and 40 to 50 cents for a crate of strawberries. All
migratory pickers were paid by tickets which were punched after
each crate was picked and which on most ranches could be cashed
on demand but on some ranches not until the end of the season.
Although many of the pickers said they came to the valley for a
“vacation’ or to earn pin money, there was much dissatistfaction
because of the small amount of money they were able to make, as
even adults seldom earned more than $10 a week. Some stated thag
they had tried berry picking “ to see what it was like,” but that ““ there
Wwas 10 money in 1t”’ and that they would “never try it again.”

SCHOOLING OF LOCAL AND MIGRATORY WORKERS

The school attendance of few local or migratory berry pickers in
the Puyallup Valley district included in the study was interfered with
by their work in the berry fields. Although the blackberry season,
which lasts from the middle of August to October, conflicts with part
of the school term, as schools in the Puyallup Valley and also those
in Seattle and Tacoma open the first week in September, only nine
local children said that they had been absent from school on account
of field work. The attendance records of most of the children, both
local and migratory, compare very favorably with attendance records
of child workers in the other districts surveyed. Practically all the
children of compulsory school age had been enrolled in school during
the year preceding the survey. Of the 8 children who had not
attended school 5 were from Indiana and 3 were members of a
migratory family from Kansas. Of the 250 local and 252 migratory
workers for whom school records were obtained 86 per cent and 83
per cent, respectively, had attended school at least 90 per cent of
their respective school terms. Attendance rocords of the resident
Japanese children, many of whom worked on truck farms, where the
growing season lasts six or seven months, were particularly good;
44 of the 48 children for whom records were obtained had attended
school 90 per cent or more of the term. Only 17 per cent of the migra-
tory children in the Puyallup Valley, compared with 53 per cent of the
migratory children of the Yakima and Willamette Valleys for whom
school records were obtained, had missed as much s 20 days of
school for any cause. Consequently the progress in school of children
working in this area was not affected by their field work. Twenty-
one per cent of the local children between 8 and 16 years of age and
25 per cent of the migratory children of these ages were behind
average grades for their ages—proportions somewhat lower than the
average for city school children. (See p. 16.)

The migratory workers of the Puyallup Valley were less retarded
in school than any other group of migratory farm workers in-
cluded in the Children’s Bureau surveys of child labor on farms,
probably because the majority are of native Farentage as well as
because their work does not keep them out of school. Their per-
centage of retardation was somewhat smaller than that for the
Willamette Valley workers, considerably less than half that of the
Polish children who go out from Baltimore to work on the Maryland
truck farms, and only one-third that of the Italian children who

» migrate to southern New Jersey to pick berries and vegetables.?

# Child Labor on Maryland Truck Farms, p. 33; Work of Children on Truck and Small-Fruit Farms in
Southern New Jersey, pp. 42, 52.

- , - )
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PUYALLUP VALLEY, WASH. 45
BERRY PICKERS’ CAMPS

As in other districts where migratory workers are employed, the
pickers in the Puyallup Valley are housed on the owners’ premises.
On the berry ranches the camps are generally small, housing an
average of about 20 persons per camp. In the largest camp visited
the exact number of campers could not be obtained, but it was
probably more than 250.

Although many of these children came to the camps with their
mothers, in nearly three-tenths of the 220 families represented they
were not accompanied by either parent. Fifty-seven children, about
half of whom were girls, had no responsible person with them, but
were usually with brothers or sisters, or with friends of their own age.
In a few camps visited there were no adult workers. One Japanese
grower who employed white pickers had three boys and four girls
Between 14 and 17 years living in bis row house, but no adults. Some
growers, however, would not employ girls unaccompanied by grown
persons.

In some of the smaller camps the pickers were housed in old shacks,
barns, or bungalow tents (see illustration facing p. 33), but in most
of the camps there were row houses built for the purpose. Many of
these houses were shingled and painted; generally they had water-
tight roofs, wooden foors raised about 2 feet from the ground, and
solid partitions between the rooms. The size of the rooms varied
somewhat; most of them were 3 to 10 feet wide, 10 to 12 feet long,
and 8 to 10 feet high. Iach room had at least one window about 2
feet square. Some of these windows were fitted with glass panes, and
some were screened. Each room had also a separate entrance open-
ing on the porch, which ran the entire length o the building. Most
of the rooms had two built-in bunks, one over the other, but some of
the larger rooms had three bunks, each bunk designed to accommodate
two persons. Most of the bunks were filled with straw, and in some
of the newer houses they had wire springs. A table was usually
supplied for each room, and one stove for every two rooms, the stove
usually being on the porch. In one or two houses the porch was
boarded in and partitioned, and each family had a stove and a
kitchen of its own.

One of the greatest difficulties with housing of this kind, where
each room can accommodate from four to six persons, is the fact that
a sl family sometimes is obliged to share a room with another
family. In one camp, for example, 2 mother and three girls, aged 14,
11, and 9. shared the room with another mother and her boy of 13;
in another comp a boy of 13 and his sister of 15 shared their room
with a boy of 15. As in the camps of the Yakima and Willamette
Valleys, a large pro ortion of the rooms were overcrowded. In 61
per cent of the fami%)ies there were three or more persons per room,
and in 22 per cent, five or more. (Table 26.) he significance of
these figures is more apparent when the size of the roomsis taken into
oonsideration. By the regulations of the Washington State Board of
Health sir space of 500 cubic feet per_person is required in bunk
houses.! In one of the row houses 1n this district where the rooms
were of comparatively large size (12 feet square and 8 feet high), five

s\ s <hingion, Rules and Regulations of the State Board of Health, adopted July 27, 1921, sec. 64 (e),
par. 1w

.-

o ——————
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46 CHILD LABOR IN FRUIT AND HOP GROWING DISTRICTS

rooms were occupied by seven family groups, including 10 adults
and 10 children between 8 and 16 years. The average air space per
gerson was 288 cubic feet, much less than the amount of space required
y the regulations. Although the regulations of the State board of
health have the force of law no attempt was made, as far as could be
learned, to enforce them in berry pickers’ camps in this district.

TABLE 26.—Average number of persons per room in migratory families living in
. camps; Puyallup Valley

‘ ———
Migratory families i Migratory families

living in camps living in camps
Average number of persons T Average number of persons | ————
per room Per cent | per room Per cent
Number | distriba- Number | distribu-

| tion - tion

_ | | | .

Total..._.....______._ 23| 1000 5,lessthang. 2% L7
it 6,dessthanv . _____ T TTTC 12 5.6
l,lessthan2 . ___ .. ___ __ 30 14,1 |1 7,1less than §_ - 8 3.8
2,lessthand__.. ______ " 7" 50 23.5 || 9, less than 10 1 .5
3,less thand4. - 50 | 23.5 11 W0and over_..____ T 1TTT77C 2 .9
4,lessthan5__________ 33 J 15.5 ‘ Not reported . __ 2 .9

Sanitary conditions in most of the berry camps were good. Water,
either from the town supply or from private pumping plants, was
usually piped to the grounds of the larger camps, and the smaller
camps usually had drilled or artesian wells. Toilet accommodations
were fairly adequate. One camp had only 1 privy for 40 persons and
another had 1 for 24 persons, but most of the camps had more ade-
quate provision. Several of the camps provided shower baths for
the workers. Oné of these was built under the owner’s water tank;
it had two compartments and hot and cold running water. The camp
grounds usually looked clean, although in only a few camps was an
employee appointed to clean up the grounds, disinfect toilets, and
dispose of garbage, and the responsibility for the condition of the
camp usually was left to the campers.

Many workers said they came to pick berries because they wanted
an inexpensive ‘“‘summer vacation.” Owners made a special point
of advertising the agreeable locations of their camps, the provisions
furnished, such as potatoes or other vegetables, and the recreational
facilities. In one advertisement for 1,000 pickers it was stated that
‘“the berry industry offers a fine opportunity for mother and children
to have the advantage of occupation which will mean an outing and
at the same time an earning capacity sufficient to pay expenses.”
In some camps there appeared to be little recreation except swim-
ming for the boys. Mothers often went back to the city on Saturday
nights to do the family washing and to buy supplies more cheaply
than they could buy them from the grocers and butchers who called
at camp. The lack of suitable recreation for girl pickers is one of the
outstanding problems in the camps and one which many berry
growers and other residents of the valley recognize. Someé of the
public-spirited citizens attempted to stop girls from attending public
dances by organizing street dances, but objections were raised to
these also, and they were later forbidden. For girls who come out
from the city unsupervised by any older person there is special need
for organized recreation.

Pr(;vided by theiMaternal and Child Health Library, Georgetown University




CONCLUSION

Children in great numbers work during the harvest season in the
hop yards an§ berry fields of the northern Pacific coast. Scme
children pick orchard fruits also, though except in some of the prune-
raising districts comparatively few work in the orchards, for to pick
apples, pears, and peaches requires both more strength and more
judgment than to pick small fruits and hops. Many children work
on their home farms or on farms in the neighborhood of their homes,
or on both, receiving pay as hired laborers for their work away irom
home. But the majority do not live in the districts where the work
is done. Insome places, as in the berry-raising areas of the Puyallup
Valley in Washington, the migratory workers come chiefly from other
parts of the same State or even from the same county, spend a few
weeks in the district at the height of the harvest, and return to their
homes; in other sections, as in the Yakima Valley, Washington, and
the Willamette Valley, Oregon, a large number come from outside
the State, and these include many childrenin f amilies that, with camp-
ing outfit and in the family automobile, make a practice of *“following
the fruit” year after year from the strawberry season in May to the
apple harvest in November.

From one-third to two-thirds of the children under 16 years of age
enrolled in the schools of the three districts selected for study worked
on the farms. Although more than 1,000 migratory child workers
were included in the study they represented only a small proportion
of the migratory children at work in these three districts.

Unlike the child workers in the truck and small-fruit growing sec-
tions of the Atlantic coast, the children working on the Washington
and Oregon farms, even those in migratory families, are chiefly of
native white parentage. The fathers of less than one-third of the
children included in the Children’s Bureau study were of Kuropean
birth, and these had been in the United States a number of years
and were as a rule English speaking; only 3 per cent of the families
included in the study were Japanese and even fewer were Indian.

Children in this section do not go to work so young nor do they do
such varied or difficult work as children who work on the truck farms
of the eastern States. Of the 1,803 children included in the study,
however, 12 per cent were under 10 years and 34 per cent were under
12 years. The work of both local and migratory children of all ages
is confined usually to picking small fruits or hops or harvesting prunes.
In the Puyallup Valley district surveyed most of the migratory
children were engaged only for raspberry plcking, and local children
picked chiefly raspberries and strawberries. In the Willamette and
Yakima Valleys children harvest hops as well as fruit—87 per cent
of the migratory children of this section included in the study and
44 per cent of the local children had picked hops. Comparatively
few had picked apples, pears, or peaches, though these are the
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48 CHILDY LABOR IN FRUIT AND HOP GROWING DISTRICTS
principal fruit crops of the Yakima Valley districts. Some of the
older children living on farms help in the tillage of orchards or berry
fields, or thin fruit, and a few older boys do general farm work, but
it is not so customary as on the truck farms of New Jersey, Maryland,
and Virginia for children to plow, harrow, and cuitivate or even to
help with planting, weeding, and hoeing.

Although most of the work was not in itself difficult the vworkine
hours were long during the harvest seasons. The great majority i
the children who were employed in hop yards or orchards worked
more than 8 hours a day. On a sample day of the harvest season,
67 per cent of 967 local and migratory child workers in the Willamette
and Yakima Valleys who reported the length of their working day
worked more than 8 hours, and 43 per cent, 10 hours or more. A
larger proportion of children working as hired laborers than of children
working for their parents reported these long hours. The child
workers in the Puyallup Valley, most of whom picked raspberries,
did not as a rule have such a long working day. Of 542 children
reportin% hours in this area, 30 per cent, however, had worked more
than 8 hours, and 11 per cent, 10 or more. The 16-hour d1y is
much more common in the hop yards and orchards of these districts
than on the New Jersey or Maryland truck farms, where 14 per cent
and 19 per cent, respectively, of children included in the Children’s
Bureau studies in these States reported a 10-hour day.

The school attendance of local workers is little affected by the
work they do on hops or fruit. Parents who live in the areas sur-
veyed appear to have high standards with regard to their children’s
education, and many of the local school boards arrange the school
terms so that children can work during the prune, apple, and hop har-
vests and still attend school the entire timeitisin session. Absences
for farm work of local children living in the three districts were few
compared with those of children who work on Atlantic coast truck
farms. Four per cent of the 492 child workers of the Pacifie coast
districts who reported on this question had been absent from school
10 days or more for farm work, compared with 44 per cent and 27
per cent, respectively, of the local child workers included in the New
Jersey and Maryland studies made by the Children’s Bureau.

On the other hand, the irregular attendance of children in migra-
tory families of the Pacific coast is a particularly difficult problem.
Many children leave Portland for the hop-picking season just before
school opens and do not return until after the season is over, three
or four weeks later. Although children themselves seldom pick
apples or train hops, children in migratory families lose a large part
of the school year because they migrate with the adult members of
the family, leaving their homesfor the hop training in March and not
returning until after the apple season in November. The most
difficult phase of the problem 1s that relating to children who “follow
the fruit” from one county or State to another, staying only a short
time in any one place. The percentage of retardation among some
of these children was over twice the average among city school
children. Although many schools in the fruit and hop growing
districts of Washington and Oregon enroll children who are tem-
porarily under their jurisdiction no system of intercounty or inter-
state cooperation with the object of keeping track of the migrants
has been developed. In the districts surveyed there appeared to be

Provided by the Maternal and Child Health Library, Georgetown‘l'nivcrsity



CONCLUSION

no need for separate schools for children of seasonal
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workers such as the

schools provided for by the California school attendance law,! though

special classes for these children in the local schools

might be desirable.

Serious overcrowding exists in the camps both in the Puyallup and
the Yakima Valley in Washington and in the Willamette Valley in

Oregon. A regulation of the Washington Board

of Health calls for

a specified amount of air space per person in frame houses in laborers’

camps, but the regulation does not extend to ten

ts, as a similar one

in California does, and Oregon has no such regulation for either

houses or tents. The Washington regulation w

as not enforced in

the camps visited. The State Industrial Welfare Commission of
Oregon has demonstrated by the systematic inspection of camps for
fruit and hop pickers during the last two or three picking seasons

that State inspectlon can greatly improve sani

tary conditions in

camps, and it is probably safe to assume that similar inspections to
enforce housing regulations would be equally successful.

In some of the camps for migratory workers int

he Puyallup Valley

boys and girls kired for harvest work live without adult supervision.

In both the Puyallup Valley camps and the large
districts there is great need for organized recrea

r camps in the hop
tion. In only one

of the large camps visited was this need adequately met.

1 Qalifornia, Statutes of 1921, ch. 691
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Appendix.—WORK OF MOTHERS IN FRUIT AND HOP GROWING
DISTRICTS

As the welfare of children, both working children and those too young to work,
is to a large extent dependent on the amount of time their mothers can devote
to their care, a brief inquiry was made as to the nature and extent of mothers’
field work in the three districts. In making this inquiry the Children’s Bureau
worked in cooperation with the Women’s Bureau of the U. 8. Department of
Labor, which was making a more extensive study of women’s work in small-fruit
and orchard districts in the State of Washington.! Four hundred and seventeen
mothers of migratory child workers included in the study and 264 mothers of
child workers who lived in the districts surveyed did field work.

LOCAL WORKERS

Of the 264 working mothers whose homes were in the distriets surveyed nearly
three-fifths were the wives of farm owners, Almost as large a proportion of
mothers in farm owners’ families as in farm laborers or tenants’ families (about
three-fifths in all) worked for wages, usually as fruit or hop pickers on neighboring
ranches, and many of them also helped on the home ranch. Nearly all the
mothers in Japanese and Indian families did field work; approximately half of
the mothers in native white families and in families where the father was foreign
born worked. Even those who had children under school age worked during
the fruit or hop harvest at least.

Like the children, the great majority of the mothers whose homes were in
the Yakima and the Willamette V alley districts worked only at harvest time,
but of the 94 who lived in the Puyallup Valley more than two-fifths, including
most of the Japanese mothers, did general farm work, such as hoeing and weeding,
and a few pruned or trained berry bushes. The ouly barvest work of the
majority of the mothers in the Puyallup Valley region was berry picking, but
in both the Yakima and the Willamette V alley the women did a great variety
of harvesting. Of the 170 mothers living in the districts studied in tho Yakima
and Willamette Valleys, nearly half (considerable numbers in each valley) picked
hops; two-fifths (more in the Yakima than in the Willamette Valley) picked
orchard fruit; the majority in the Willamette Valley also picked berries or
prunes. 1In none of the districts was their work as a rule so continuous as that
of their older children, and it was concentrated in the rush seasons when the
help of everyone was needed to get the fruit to market. More than half of the
211 mothers in the three districts who reported the duration of their field work
had worked 30 days or ‘more, about one-fifth had worked 60 days or more, and
some of the Japanese mothers in the Puyallup Valley had worked several months.

The working day of mothers in the berry fields of the Puyallup Valley and in
the prune orchards of the Willamette Valley was not very long (usually less
than eight or nine hours a day), but the working day of those who were picking
hops, in both the Willamette and Yakima, Valleys, and of thogse who were picking
orchard fruit in the Yakima, Valley were likely to be extremely long. (Table 27.)

! Women’s Bureau, U. 8. Department of Labor: Women in the Fruit-Growing and Canning Industries
in the State of Washington. Publication No. 47, (In press.)
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APPENDIX 51

TapLe 27— Hours of field work of mothers in local families on sample day in the
harvest season, by district; Willamette, Yakima, and Puyallup Valleys

- T T

Werking mothers
o B 1
Total i
Hours of field work on sample day . Wil
pohia | Yakima | Puyallup
~Percent i ey Valley Valley
Number distribu- aliey
tion

e _ _ ,’ -
POtALl oo ime e mmmemmmmmm o m oo M4 - 86 ] 94
Total reporting 183 | 100.0 | 66 | T\ 62
1,088 tHAT 8 BOUS -« oemeememmmmemammm e 3| 101 14 | 3 | 18
6 hours, 1ess than 8. - oooeomcommmmrmmmeoom 33 18.0 9 \ 3 21
8 HOUTS EVeIle oo o oo wmemmcm o ommmmmmmm o mmmmmon s 27 [ 14.8 14 3 10
More than 8 hours, less than 9 - 13 7.1 8 2 3
9 hotrs, less than 10_ -~~~ o7 148 17 5 5
10 hours, less than 12 ... R 48 ‘ 26.2 4 39 5
NOt TEPOrtiNg oo cmmmmmmmmmmmmm e L N B 20 29 32

Beeause mothers living in the areas surveyed did not as a rule work more than
a month or so and worked only during certain seasons, the problem of caring
for their children was not a difficult one. Mothers who worked on the home
farm, especially those who worked in prune orchards and berry fields where
hours were irregular, could take their children to the fields and look out for
them there. But mothers who worked in neighbors’ orchards or in large hop
yards were obliged to leave their younger children at home, usually in the care
of an older child. Twenty-eight of the 81 working mothers who had children
under 6 years of age left them at home while they worked, usually entrusting
them to the care of another child, sometimes to a child under 12 years of age;
other mothers took the children to the fields. :

MIGRATGRY WORKERS

In a considerable proportion of the families that migrated to the Puyallup
Valley and in a small proportion of those that migrated to the other arcas the
mothers had remained at their homes, in some cases at least, to avoid bringing
young children to the camps. Of the 446 mothers in migratory families who
accompanied their children to the fruit districts, 417 (93 per cent) worked in
the fields. Occasionally mothers who had brought young children with them
did no field work but stayed in camp while their older children worked.

Whether or not the migratory mothers worked more than two or three weeks
on more than one crop depended, of course, on the number of places to which
they migrated and on whether they had worked on farms at home. The mothers
did much the same kind of work as their children and worked approximately
the same length of time. The majority of mothers who migrated to the Puy-
allup Valley worked only during the three weeks of the raspberry harvest, though
some also worked during the strawberry and hlackberry harvestsa The majority
of the 152 mothers who came to this district had worked less than 30 days during
the year, but one-fourth had worked longer than this, ineluding 12 mothers
who hadsworked 60 days or more. In the other two districts, mothers, like
their children, did a greater variety of harvesting, the work extending over a
somewhat more prolonged period. ~Most of the 265 migratory mothers working
in the Yakima and Willamette Valleys had picked hops, more than two-fifths (43
per cent) had picked berries, and nearly one-fourth (23 per cent) some kind of
orchard fruit. Others had harvested prunes, and a few had harvested flax,
thinned apples, or trained hops. Nearly one-tenth had done genersl field work,
such as hoeing or weeding; these included some of the Russian-German mothers
who had worked on sugar beets at home. Although many of the mothers had
worked only during the three weeks of the hop season a considerable proportion
who had picked berrics or orchard fruit as well as hops had worked longer.
More than two-fifths of the mothers migrating to these two distriets had worked
30 or more days, and more than one-tenth 60 days or more.
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52 CHILD LABOR IN FRUIT AND HOP GROWING DISTRICTS

While living in camp mothers usually worked in the fields every day except
Sunday, although they sometimes took Saturdays or a half day now and then
to do washing and household chores. In the Yakima and Willamette Valleys,
on a sample day in the harvest season, when the majority of mothers were in
the hop yards but some were working in the orchards, seven-tenths had worked
9 hours or more, and more than two-fifths, including almost all the mothers
working in the Yakima Valley district, had worked 10 hours or more. In the
raspberry fields of the Puyallup Valley hours were as a rule not so long. Al-
though mothers in this district were likely to work a longer day than their chil-
dren, not quite half had worked as much as 9 hours. (Table 28.)

' TABLE 28.—Hours of field work of mothers in migratory families on sample day
in the harvest season, by district; Willamette, Y akima, and Puyallup Valleys

Working mothers
Total
Hours of field work on sample day Wil

P ¢ méttae. Y"Iaalﬂma P\\}ylallup

er cen! ey alley

Number | distribu- | ¥21ey - ¥

tion

LY 407 | 204 61 152
Total reporting. ... 401 100.0 191 58 152
Less than 6 hours 66 16.5 30 3 33
6 hours, lessthan 8______.__ 42 10.5 19 1 22
8hourseven.._____________. 32 8.0 6 7 19
More than 8 hours, less than 9 . 13 3.2 10 .. 3
9 hours, lessthan 10_. ___________________________ 111 27.7 64 1 46
10 hours,lessthan12______.__________________ . 132 32.9 61 43 28
12hoursand OVer. ..o oo ..o ___.oo_._..__ 5 1.2 1 3 1
Not reporting. .. ... .._._.____ RN 16§ oo 13 2 P,

Of the 417 working mothers in the three districts 28 per cent had children under
6 yearsof ageinthe area. Two day nurseries were provided by the management of
the largest hop yard in the area, equipped with swings, slides, and other apparatus
for the children’samusement. A matronlooked after the children and distributed
milk free twice a day. In no other camp was there any provision for the chil-
dren’s care, but some of the camps were situated in open spaces where there was
plenty of room for children to play. One-third of the mothers included in the
study in the three districts left their children to play about the camp while they
went to work, sometimes in charge of an adult but usually in care of older chil-
dren. In thelarge and well-organized hop yards workers are not allowed to bring
young children into the rows, but in the smaller hop yards and berry fields, where
the rules about bringing children to the field were not so strict, mothers brought
their children to work with them, allowing them to play in the rows or about the
edge of the flelds where they could watch them. Sometimes babies were left
asleep with apparently no caretaker, in the automobiles in which pickers had
come to work, and 9 of the 115 working mothers in migratory families included
ir} the study left their children either alone or in charge of children under 8 vears
of age.
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