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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

U. S. DnpanrMENT on L-tnon,
Cnrr,nnnx's Bunn-tu,

Washington, llarch 18, 1915'

srn: I transmit herewith a report on the needs of feeble-minded

Dersons in the District of Columbia'- 
The fact that there is at present no special provision for this unfor-

tunate class is a matter of concern to many public-spirited citizens of

tho District. At the request of the Citizens' Committee on the Care

of the tr'eeble-minded, the Children's Bureau undertook to secure a

list of known cases of mentally defective persons resident in the Dis-

trict who for their own protection and that of the community'were in

need of custodial care. The following report is based upon the
information thus gathered. Also at the request of the committee,
brief statements as to the problem of the feeble-minded in general
and public provision therefor have been added.

Tlie report has been prepared by l{iss Bmma O. Lundberg, social
service eipert of the bureau, with the assistance of l{iss Katharine
F. Lenroot and Miss Nettie B. Browne.

Very respectfuliy,

Hon. Wnr. B. Wr,son,
Sauetary of Labor.

Jur-ra C. Llrrrnop, Cht'ef.
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I}IEMAL DEFECTIVES IN TIIE DISTRICT OF COLUNMH.

INTRODUCTION.

The following study of the extent of the problem of mental defec-

tiveness in the Distrlct of columbia was undertaken at the request

of a citizens' committee. This committee of about 40 persons, organ-

ized under the leadership of the Monday Evening club, is composed

oi 
""fr".""tatives 

of various philanthropic and social agencies and

institutions of the District ,"ho"u dealings with the problems of

the community have made them reilize the urgent need for secur-

ing un institution for the proper care and treatment of mental

defectives.
Reports of organizations and institutions of the District of columbia

have'repeatedlf stated the necessity for pr_oper custodial provision.

The Dislrict Board of Charities in its annual report for 1914 presents

the need as follows:

\ye again urge the importance of providing proper facilities for the segregation and

ca.e of"the feeble-minded. This is a question which is receiving active attention

throughout the entire country. It is now generaliy realized that the only_effectlve

metho'd oi handling this problem is to provide permanent custodial care r,-here this

class may be safely segregated from the community and prevented from reproducing

their kind. The iistricf of Columbia has at present no provision withinits confines

lor the care of this class. About 100 are cared for under contract in institutions located

in pennsylvania, New Jersey, and virginia, and a lew older persons are cared for in

the hospital for the insane.

The Board of Children's Guardians reports as follows:

provision for the care of feebie-minded children remains in the same unsatisfactory

condition as a yea,r ago and for many years preceding. \&'hile bills-have been pend-

irrg io t1e Coogre.s lor several years intended to establish a training school in the

Di"strict of coiumbia for {eeble-minded children, none has been enacted. The need

of such an institution is especially urgent, as no training school Ior the care of feeble-

minded colored children of this District is available elsewhere'

'Ihe superintendent' of the Home for the Aged and Infirm, aftcr

describinj cases of inmates who are in the institution, not because

they are ota nlrt because of mental or physical infirmity, says:

under these conditions can this institution be made all that the public intends it

shall be-all that the Board of charities have constantly striven to make it-a home?

But relief from these anomalous conditions is obviously only to be found in the exe-

cution of the board's plan to have a separate institution for each distinct class of its

dependents.

Pro'idecl b1,the Maternal and child Health Library, Georgetow'n f-nivcrsifr



8 MENTAL DEFECTT\,.ES IN TITE DISTRIoT oF ooLUMBIA.

The trustees of the National Training School for (Colored) Girls
reported to the Board of Charities:

The attention of congress should be invited to the necessity of caring for feeble-
minded colored girls. In the past many such have been sent to this school because
of the lack of an appropriate institution to care for them. Ifanifestly this is not the
placel no progress is made with them, and their presence is a decided drawback.

The superintendent of the same institution states in her report:
r would advise legisiation providing for the care of feeble-minded colored girls,

whom we are reasonabiy sure, from direct knowledge of such cascs, will become the
helpless mothers of successive illegitimate children.

The data gathered in regard to conditions in the District of colum-
bia furnish evidence bearing on the many phases of this problem-
the individual suffering and degeneration, the burden to families, the
handicap to the school systern, and the danger to the whole com-
munity resulting from the lack of proper provision for those sufiering
from mental defect.

rn view of the close relationship between mental defect and problems
of child welfare, the library of the children's Bureau is collecting
material pertaining to all phases of the subject of mental defectn
including reports of institutions. This material is at the service of
those interested in the care of mental dcfectives.

DEFINITION OF "MENTAL DEF'ECTIVES.''

The term "mental defect" implies congenital defect ol defect
occurring in early iife as contrasted with ,,insanity," implying a
diseased condition developed in later life. The term ',feeble-minded-
ness" is now largely used in the United States as a generic term
applied to all persons who because of mental defect arelncapable of
normal development.

The generally accepted classification divides feeble-mindedness into
three grades: Idiots, the lowest type; imbeciles, the middle type;
m-orons, the highest grade. The American Association for the study
of the Feeble-minded in 1910 adopted the following classification1 of
mental defectives:

" fdiots-Those so deeply defective that their mental develop-
ment does not exceed that of a normal child of about 2 years.

" Imbeciles-Those whose development is higher than that of an
idiot, but does not exceed that of a normal child of about Z years.

" Morons-Those whose mental development is above that of an
imbecile, but does not exceed that of a normal child of about 12
years.tt

I

I Joumal oI Psycho-Asthenics, March and June, 1911, p. 194.

:-fl j
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10 MENTAL DEFECfi\IES IN TIIE DISTRTCT OF COLUMBIA.
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MENTAL. DEFDCTIVES IN TIIE DISTR,ICT OF COLUMBIA. 11

The sex and race distribution, by age, is summarized in the folJow-
ing table:

Ser and ru,:e distribution, b.q age.

Rare.

r
White. Colored.

264

15
36
6l
96
63
60
44
32
w
23
50

l 1
t6

46
38
36
l4
2l
19
l0
t6

Sex.
*---T-----
Male. I Female.

I
I

438 I

MaJe.

305360

10
23

49
43
45
4I
l9

18
t2
41

Female.

131

4
6
7

15
19
18
2l
6

13
8
4

l0

20

77
128
109
98
80
4b
50

66

10
, !

50
?9
66
53
39
t7
2L

,1

22

q

l9
4l
62
39

24
I9
13
l5
15
16

6
t7
20
34
24
27
20
l3
IO

l 0
8

34

I

I
17
27
n
15
8
8

11
6
6
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I

SOURCES OI'INFORMATION AND COMPLETENESS OF
DATA.

An efiort was made to secure as complete an enumeration as possi-
ble of the mental defectives of the District of Columbia who might
be assumed to be proper cases for institutional treatment. Valuable
assistance was given by the teachers of public, parochial, and atypical
schools, the Board of Charities and the Board of Children's Guardians
of the District, all the reformatory institutions for children, orphan
asylums, church societies, hospitals, social settlements, relief-giving
societies, physicians, pastors, and private individuals. About 200
cases were visited by an agent of the Children's Bureau for verifica-
tion and further data.

A total of 889 n&mes were reported, but of this number 91 were
either duplicates or names regarding which the information was so
meager that the persons were not traceable, leaving a total of 798
individuals reported as being in need of institutional care. (See table,
pp. 9, 10.) It is of course necessary to assume that a large number
of the cases so reported would be found on further investigation not
to be proper cases for institutions; but on the other hand it is self-
evident that the enumeration does not include the total number of
those rvho would benefit by the right kind of institutional treatment.

Compiete information obviously could not be secured in a survey
of this kind. It was impossible to make any test of mentality in
order to determine accurately the number of mental defectives in the
various reformatories and institutions for dependents, or to attempt
to determine the number of mentally defective children in the
schools except as this has alrcady beerrdone in connection with the
atypical schools. Accurate information in regard to individuals
neither in schools nor in institutions was still more difrcult to obtain.

In order to determine conclusively the mental condition of an
individual it is necessary to consider his family history, general
environment', illness that may have resulted in retardation or perma-
nent handicap, present physical condition, personal habits, conduct
and peculiaritics, schooling, and employment recold. The decision
as to the need for custodial care in a given case must be influenced
by social conditions, including the character of the home and the
ability of the family to provide the necessary training and safeguards.
The number of individuals requiring custodial care remains approxi-
mately the same, although the personnel of the group varies with
constantly changing conditions.

12
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I
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MDNTAL DEFEOTIVES rN Tr{E DrsrRrcr oF coLUMBTA' 13

Authorities on mental diseaies have estimated that the number of

mental defectives in a community usually approximates the number

of irr.urr". on this basis the number in the District of columbia

would be between 1,400 and 1,500' The percentage of mental

defectives need.ing custodial treatment, howevet, would not be so

iorg" u, among th"" in.ut 
". 

According to estimates based on findings

oi?u.ioor inq"uirier in the United States and in other countries, the

7gg individua'ls reported during the course of this invcstigation as

mentally defective represent a Yery -conservative 
proportion of the

totat population o{ the District of columbia. This enumeration was

made-for the purpose of discovering the number o{ persons in need

of institutional tieutment; and the numbcr reported, allowing for

ifr" -urgl" of error in omission and inclusion, is probably a fair

,.pr.."rriution of the number in the District who should have custo-

dial  care. (Sce table, PP. 9, l0 ' )

The data concerning children of ordinary school age-6 to 15_ years,

inclusive-are naturally more complete than for very young children

or adults. Thoso under 6 years would not come to public attention

e*c"pt in cases in which family conditions are such that the care of

children who are mentally and physically defective becomes an

unbearable burden. The children of the ages of 6 to 15 years too

defective to attend school were difficult to locate for the same reason'

id,rit", especialiy adult men, unless they have become inmates of

o"rrul o, oiher institutions or have become a burden to their families,

iould not naturally come to the attention of physicians and social

workers who contributed the information contained in this rcport'

The situation in regard to mentally defective women of child-bearing

age is someu'hat difierent, a larger proportion of aduit females being

di"scovered on account of the public recognition of tho danger of

this class.
There is a very stril<ing increase in the number of feeble-minded

in the g to 11 age group, while the 12 to 1-l age group is very much

Iarger than any preceding. This is explainable by the fact that it is

on1"1, after e*tln,l"d attempts at training that positivc assertions in

regarcl to mcntal de{ect can be made. Experts on the-subject

cliim that it is clifficult to determine the mental condition of a child

vounser than 12 yearc. After the age of 14 years there is a steady

h"c[ie i. the number of each &ge group, due to the lack of informa-

tion concerning those not in school'
Data ryere secured concerning 534 white and 264 colored mental

defectives. The population of the District of columbia, according

to the census of 191b, is 331,069, of rvhich 94,446 are colored. The

colored residents of the District thus comprise 28.5 per cent of the

total population and 33.1 pcr cent of_the mental defectives concerning

whom information was 
-secured. 

Information concerning colored

Provitlecl by the Maternal and Child Health Library, Georgetown fTniyersitr



14 MENTAL DEFECTIYES IN IEE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

mental defectives is incomplete because there are no institutions for
them at present, therefore no waiting lists, and apparently there is
less familiarity with their condition. Attendance officers report dif-
ficulty in enforcing the compulsory-education law because the colored
families move frequently and are often impossible to locat'e. The
table (pp. 9, 10) covering the enumeration of mental defectives in the
District brings out strikingiy the lack of provision for any degree of
proper care for colored mental defectives.

Information was obtained concerning 305 white males and 229
white females. The smaller number of females reported is probably
accounted for by the fact that mothers often keep their defective
daughters in the home, both because of the danger they may en-
counter outside and because the girls can assist in the household
tasks. The bovs can not be kept in so easily, thus coming to the
attention of neighbors and others.

It is comparatively easy to get infcnnation concerning the lower
grades of the mental defectives-the idiots and imbeciles. They are
in general placed in institutions so far as acconmodation is provided.
The situation is difierent with regard to the high-grade mental defec-
tives, the so-called morons. Their defectiveness does not generally
become knorvn until they have committed some depredation or have
given evidence of moral delinquency.

t '
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SITUATION IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

PROVISION FOR MENTAL DEFECTIVES.

The District of columbia has no institution for mental defectives.

Sincelg02Congresshasmar]eseparateappropriat ions-tot l reRoard
of Children's Giardians for the care of feeble-minded children under

it 
"i" 

gooraianship or referred. to them. s4rite children are main-

iui*a'i" training schools at Vineiancl, N' J', Elwyn, Pa''- and tr'alls

Cnlrr"tt, Vu. Col=ored chilclren are boarded out in private homes'

NI]MBER OF MENTAI DEFECTIVES.

Of the 798 tliscovered cases of mental defect, 428 are-ab large in

the commun ity, 249 are inmates of institutions not especially_ designed

for thc 
"ur" 

of mental clefectives, 97.aro in training schools for the

feeble-mincled outsicls of the District, 24 are boarded out in family

homes under the supervision of the Boarcl of children's Guardians-

Fifty-fou-r per cent of the total number listed are neithcr in institu-

tions nor under the supervision of public authorities. This percentage

*""iJ""a"ubtedly tL nigner if the enumeration of mental defecti'cs

in the District rvere entiielv accurate. Proper care is taken of onlv

12 per cent of the total number.
i-ong the mental defectives enumerated is a considerable num-

n", 
""poit"d 

as being epileptic also' No. attempt has becn made to

lf"".ify these, as thJ ttumbet is necessarily Yery incom.plete and in-

"ioa"." 
orrty ih" epileptics primarily considered mentally defective.

Besides these there i. u veiy important class of epileptics who arc

normal betrn'een seizures, but who are nonc the less in need of custodial

treatment antl an opportunity for training' The epiieptic patients

of the Government i{ospital ior the Insane are not included in this

report, as the greater number of them are insanc' The population

of the District of columbia probably does not warrant the creation

of u .npurute institution for epilepiics'- Insane epileptics could be

cared for in a colony connecte,d with the Government Hospital for

the Insane. It is nccessary, however, to makc proper custodial pro-

vision for epileptics rvho u"" ,,o"-ul between seizures and those who

are montally defective.

AGES OF MENTAL DEI'ECTIVES.

Of the 798 mental defectives enumerated in this report, 272 arc

under the age of 15 years; 207 atebetvreen 15 and 20 ysatt, inclusive;

253 are between 21 and 45 years, inclusivel and 66 arc over 45 years'

A striking fact revealed is that the greater number of persons now

Pro'irlecl bv the Maternal and child Health Library, Georgetown Universitr



16 MENTAL DEFEcrrws rN TrrE DrsrRrcr oF coLUMBrA.

in institutions are older people rather than children of the ages
when training would be profitable. This is due to the characteiof
the institutions, the limited accommodations, and the necessarily
long residence. only one-fourth of the children under 15 years of
a.ge are in institutions, as compared with two-thirds of the mental
defectives of 21 years of age and over.

A comparison of the relative number of males and females over
and under the age of 20 years reported as mental defectives shorvs a
larger percentage of boys between 12 and 20 years (45 per cent of the
boys and 38 per cent of the girls), and a predominance of v.omen
over the age of 20 years (36 per cent of the men and 45 per cent of
the women). This may be due to the difierent kinds of delinquency
and the ages at which manifested. Of those enumerated , 202, or 26
per cent, are rvomen between the aqes of 1b and 4b vears. the child-
bearing period.

MENTAL DEFECTIYES IN NONAPPROPRIATE INSTITUTIONS.

of the mental defectives in institutions not specially designed for
their care, 73 are inmates of reformative institutions, hospiials, and
homes for dependents, and 176 are in the Government Hospital for
the rnsane, having been sent there for protection beeause there is no
other place for them. The Board of Children,s Guardians boards
ortt 24 colored children in private homes.

The presence of mcntal defectives in institutions not desisned for
them is detrimental io their own welfare, sinee they can not be givcn
the training and mode of living thcir condition require., and i, u
grave disadvantage to othcrs for whom the institutions are adapted.
As to the colored childrcn boarded out in family homes, it can hardly
be doubted that in the end a properly equipped institution would be
a safer and more economical method of caring for them.

Beyond cluestion, the Government Hospital for the fnsane should
not be compelled to care for the feeble-minded. Youthful mental
defectives needing training and custodial care are out of place in a
hospital. They are a burden upon it, and it is unfair to demand
from a hospital the facilities for industrial trainins needed for the
feeble-minded. Therecords of theGovernment Hospilalforthernsane
show 176 inmates classed as "idiots, imbeciles, and feeble-minded.',
The presence of feeble-minded persons, whether adults or children, in
the wards of the hospital often involyes unnecessary suffering for
both the feeble-minded and the insane and in justice to either class
should not be permitted. some of these people have rived in the
institution a lifetime, and the hospital has proiected them and soci-
ety; but no hospital for the insane should be asked to do this work.

one of the feeble-minded inmates is a woman now about z2 years
of age. she was first admitted to the institution in 1g5b, at thl age

l
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MENTAL DE.b'ECTIVES IN THE DISTRICT O} '  COLUII I } I^ \ .  17

Of 12 years, and, with the exception of a few years whcn hcr-sttll \vils

intermittent, has lived there constantly. This woman has bcen pro-

vicled with shelter and care and protected from helpless motherliootl

that would have involved the community in unending expense. Orr

the other hand, she has been unnecessarily subjectcd to the restrairrt

and conditions sutiounding the insane. Had she been from chilrl-

hood in an institution in rvhich she could have received the training

and education her mental condition made possible, she rvould have

spent the years of her institutional life (almost 60) in useful occupa-

tion that not only would have made her happier but woulcl also havc

yielded some return to society.
The records of the institution show a surprisingly large number of

young children. It is safe to assume that the circumstances in the

case of those patients u'ere such that institutional carc I'as an extrcme

necessity. A *"te statement of the ages at rvhich many of the present

inmatcs rvere adnitted shov-s what the home pressure must havc

bcen. Nine of the inmates are now under 15 years of agc, 2 of them

being 5 and 8 years of age, respectively;24 of the present inmateF

were'admitted when they rvere under 15 years of agc, 2 of thcm at

the age of 5,2 at 6, and 4 aL g years of age.
ThJ advanced ages of a large number of the inmates, the length of

time they have been kept in the institution, and ages at commitment

indicate that the authorities feel the nocessity for custodial care of

both males and females beyond the ages specified by some states.

Of the inmates at the time of the investigation classified as imbe-

ciles, idiots, and feeble-minded, 42 pet cent were over the age of 40

yearc; 40 of these ate 4l to 50 years of age, 25 are 51 to 60 ycars

of ug", 8 are 61 to 70 years, and 1 is 75 years of age.
ConfiIement in an institution apparently has proved to be neces-

sary for the proper care of the mentally defective individual as well

u, iol. the protection of society. Foilowing are some instances of

extended confinement in the institution: A colored girl, classed as an

idiot, u-as admitted at the age of 6 years and has been an inmate

19 years. A white boy, an imbecile, was admitted at the age of 9,

20 years ago, and another boy of the same description, admitted at

the age o{ 12, has been in the institution 29 years._ An imbecile

colorc,cl girl, admitted at the age of 12, has been cared for 41 yea,Is'

and 2 other imbecile colored girls, admitted rvhen 14, have bcen

inmates 18 and 21 years. An imbecile white boy, admitted when 16,

has been an inmate 25 years; an imbccile rn-hite gir'l, acimitted at t7,

for 32 ),ears; and another imbecile w-hite boy, admitted ?t !7, for 20

years. 
" 

An imbecile rvhite boy, 18 years of age r''hen admitted, has

Le"n i,' the institution 40 years. Thrce imbecile colored boys,

admitted rvhen thcy \yere 19, have becn in the institution 29, 13, and

!2 years, respcctively, and a white boy of the same age for 20 years'

883980_15_--3
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18 lrENTAr- DEFECTTvES rN TttE DIS'r.RrLl.r- or. collrrrBtA.

A colored girl, 2 colored boys, antl 2 white girls, all classed as imbe-
ciles and admittcd when they rvcre 20, have been in the institution
L4, 16,20,22, and 26 years, respcctively.

MENTAL DEFECTIVES ATTENDING PIIBLIC SCHOOLS AND AT HOME.

There are in the District several atypical schools. These schools
are designed to givc special attention to children rvho are subnormal
or are backward for one reason or another. Many children are so
defective that they can not be cared for at all in this rn-ay, anci many
now in the schools constitutc a menace to the other pupils. One
hundred and thirty-nine children in the regular and atypical schools
were reported as being so defective mentally as to necd institutional
care. Thirty-three others u.ere found to be too defective to attcnd
school, and this number is undoubtedly too low, as these cases are
difficult to trace; 20 feeble-minded childrenunder6were discovered,
many of them physically deformed; 181 persons over 15 were stay-
ing at home, neither attending school nor, except in a ferv cases,
engaging in any form of remuncrative labor or other occupation
The condition of those not cared for in institutions is illustrated br-
the cases cited at the end of this report.

NEED FOR T]NIFORM STANDARD OF EXAMINATION.

In making this study no attempt has been made to discr.iminate
betrv-een various methods of determining mental status, but statc-
ments of physicians, teachers, and others having considerable contact
with the problem have been accepted. In determining who shall be
admitted to an institution for the feeble-minded, it is necessary that
there should be some standard method of ascertaining mental status.
The method of such determination is a matter that requires careful
consicleration. It is necessary to decide whether there should be an
official examining board, as for the insane, or a commission on which
psychologists and physicians are represented, or some other methocl
of examination. There is now no recognized standard of determina-
tion.

MENTAI, DEFECTIVES NEEDING INSTITT}TIONAL CARE.

This enumeration is uot based upon a scientific study of the mental
and social conditions of the individuals reported as possible subjects
for an institution. In view of this fact, and because of ever-changing
family circumstances, it is impossible to specify the exact numbcr to
bc provided for. The following figures, however, for the purpose of
rough approximation, may be taken as indicative of the situation.
Of the 798 enumerated, it is plain that the 308 persons in the three
training schools, the Government Hospital for the Insane, the Home
for the Aged and Infirm, and boarded out by the Roard of Children's
Guardians are of a class rvhich authorities recoqnize as needing the
care of special institutions. The training schoJls are overcro.ria"a.
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MENTAL DEFECTIVES IN TI{E DIS'IRICT OF COLUMBIA' 19

It is always a question whether accommodation can be secured for the

children tro- it 
" 

District of Columbia, and there is no economv in

thussendingthechildrenabroad.forcare.Sixty-twoindividualswere
reportecl u""bei.rg mentally defective inmates of various reformatories

"fJ 
pfrif""throp"ic institutions. These institutions do not provide

the kind of environ*ent and training adapted to mental cle{ectives,

una tn" work for rvhich they were intended is handicapped by the

Dresence of this class. It is possible that a scientific test' of all the

i*"i"" 
"i 

these and other institutions would reveal a large number

*rri"r, should be added to the list of mental defectives. The 139

"uitar"r, 
in atypical ancl other schools reported as needing institutional

"ur" 
huo" bein under the observation of their teachers long enough

and have been tested sufficiently to make it probable tbat they

,nouabec lassedasproper ins t i tu t iona lcases .Totheseshou]dbe
ft;J86 reported by teacners as former pupils. _Over-100, mainly

children, weie reported by phvsicians as living at home but being in

need of institutional care.---io 
-ut ing an estimate of the probable number to be provided for

in an instiiution designecl for ihe care and treatment of mental

a"f""ii""., it must be b-orne in mind that besides the cases discovered

i" tlri" investigation there are a considerable number of individuals

in o""a of cusiodial treatment concerning whom no report has been

."",rr"a. It is also necessary to consider that some inmates of non-

"ppt"pti*. 
institutions, particularly persons of advanced age' properly

"i'ghilr" 
Ieft v-here they now are, and that all of those designated

;?ilidcustodial care would not be placed in_an,institurion no

matter wf,at the conditions of commitment might- be.- Although

Luny of those enumerated' would no doubt be found to be properly

"ur"i 
fo" in their olvn homes without detriment, a surprisingly large

number of parents rvho v'ere visited erp1ery9d themselvcs as eager

to rroo" cusioclial care providecl for their children, either because the

burden'u,'as too great or for the sake of having the children properly

.uf"glro.d.d. M"ary who had been successful in their efiorts to pro-

oidl-fo" -"rrtally clei.ective children were fearful of what would happen

when they were no longer able to do so'

It is r""""..ory ir", maf,iog plans for the proposed i'stitution to allow

for the fact thai the number of inmates will increase as the institution

becomes better established and as the public becomes familiar rvith

its ilrp"..s and the value of its rvork to those cared for and to

"*iiryl 
It has been said that the presence in a community of any

.o""in"a type of clefectives becomes apparent only when acccmmoda-

;i;";;" 
"t'"ovicled for the care of this particular class' Without

q""_ri"" ,iris will be founcl to be the situation in the case of mental

defectives ancl particularly of epileptics. The presence of the inst'i-

tution wiII reveal needs that do not now come to light'
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REASONS FOR SEGREGATION AND ASSUMPTION BY THE
STATE OF CARE OF MENTAL DEF'ECTIVES.

The past few decades have witnessed a remarkable change in
public attitude toward mental defectives and progress in methols of
treatment. rnstead of being regarded as an individual misfortune.
mental defect has come to be recognized as a destructive social forcc.
The idea is now generally accepted that custodial care should be
provided for mental defectives for their own safeguarding and for
the protection of society, and that they should be given-whateyer
training their mental condition makes possible.

The reasons for segregation of mental defectives and assumption
of their care by the public may be summarized as follows:

BI'R-DEN ON TTTF' FAMILY.

A very large number of mentally defective children and adults who
are so deficient that they are unable to earn their own living belong
in families on the border line of poverty, barely able to be ielf-supl
porting under normal conditions. Many of the mentally defeciive
are also seriously handicapped physically. A member of the family
unable to care for himself may consume the tiine of one who miehl
otherwjse be a wage earner, and pauperization results from iiris
unnatural burden. A mentally defective child in a family demands
a large share of the energy of the mother and not only interferes with
the training of the other children but exercises a demoralizins influ-
ence on the family life.

IIANDICAP TO SCEOOL SYSTEM.

The presence of mentally defective children in regurar and special
grades is a serious handicap to the training of the other chiidren,
taking an undue proportion of the attention of the teacher and"
resulting often in moral contamination. In the course of this
investigation numerous instances \r-ere encountered illustrating the
seriousness of this situation. children who should be in atvoical
schools a-nd would profit b;' their training thcre are kept out tj ineir
parents because of the presence in the schools of very deiective
children.

DANGER TO SOCIETY.

_ The danger to society of the mentally defective woman of child-
bearing age is easily demonstratcrl and generally recognized. A more
intensive study than has yet been made would be nie..a.y in order

20
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MENTAL DEFDCTIVES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 2L

to prove the comparative danger to society of the adult male who
is rncntally dcfective, but it is apparent from recent u''ritings on this
subject that the generally accepted idea of the proportionally slight
menace of the adult male is being challenged. Certainly the records
of penal institutions, juvenile courts, and jails provide testimony on
the danger of the antisocial instincts of mentally defective adolescents.

The connection between mental defect and delinquency has been
demonstrated through studies made by reformatories and penal
institutions and courts handling juvenile ofienders' It is generally
agreed that a considerable proportion of the inmates of penal institu-
tions would be pronounced defective if examined by alienists. This
proportion increases very decidedly among old ofienders, indicating
the danger to society of attempting reformation in the ordinary way
where the mental condition makes it impossible. The number of
mental de{ectives among recidivists emphasizes the need of discover-
ing mental defect early in the careers of delinquents and segregating
them permanently for their own welfare and for the protection of
society.

Studies of the subject and experiments in custodial care have
proved the necessity of adopting measures looking toward the pre-
vention of the propagation of mental defectives. Authorities agree
in their estimates that probably two-thirds of our mental defectives
are so through inheritance. The British Royal Commission on the
Care and Control of the Feeble-minded determined, as the result of
the evidence gathered, that feeble-mildedness is in a great number
of instances an inheritance, and that the prevention of parentage
by feeble-minded persons would tend largely to diminish the number
of such persons in the population. Dr. Walter E. tr'ernald, superin-
tendent of the Massachusetts School for the Feeble-minded, makes a
statement that from 60 to 80 per cent of the cases of feeble-minded-
ness are of direct inheritance. Dr. Henry H. Goddard, of the Vine-
land (N. J.) Training School, found that one or both parents of 65
per cent of the children in the training school were actually feeble-
minded.

Studies of family records have shown the results of transmission
of mental defect from one generation to another. Current news
items abound in details of atrocious crimes whose character indicates
.that, they 'lvere committed by persons mentally unsound and of
oflenses against the law for rvhich the perpetrators, because of their
mental condition, can not bo held legally responsible. By means of
segregating mental dcfectives it is possible to cut off at the source a
largo proportion of degenet'acv, pauperism, and crime. It is through
prevention that the largest benefits rvill accrue.
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22 MENTAL DEFECTI\TES IN THE DISTNICT OF COLUMBIA.

POSSIBILITY OF TRAINING.

\fhile^it is impossible.to-.suppiy missing mentality through any
course_of training, many individuals who aie deficient mentaliy may
be made useful to themselves and society if they can be trained under
proper conditions difficult to secure in the home or ordinary school.
They may b_e taught to care for themselves properry and tL feel an
inte_rest in sharing the work of the communiiy. 

- 
The training must

be largely manual, fitting them for work aiound the household,
farm, and shop. n'arm colonies and industrial institutions have
proved that mental defectives il some cases may be made self-
supporting, a condition which not only relieves society of the burden
of their care but turns their energies from injurious und morbid
channels into useful and happy ones-.
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EXTENT OF STATE PROVISION FOR MENTAL DEFECTIVES.

Thirty-four States have provided institutions for the care of mental

defectives, accommodating altogether approximately 25,000 persons.

The number of patients cared for by each State runs from less than

100 in five States, to more than 3,000 in l{ew York and Pennsylvania
institutions. Ten States have bctween 1,000 and 2,000 inmates in

institutions for the mentally defective, and the remainder from 100 to

500. In going over reports of State institutions, we almost invariablS'

find the statement that the institutions are oYercrowded and that

there is entireiy inadequate provision made for the feeble-minded.

Ten States have provided for institutions designed entirely for

women, or have recognized the necessity for segregation of rvomen of

chilcl-bearing age by the specific inclusion under the admission rules

of women through the age of 45 years. In "nany states where there

is no stated age limit, special attention is paid to women rvho because

of their mental defect are unsafe if left at large.
In over half of the States no age limitations for admission are

specified in the law relating to the institutions for mental defectives.

Following are the ages at which patients may be admitted in various

States: New Hampshire, males, 3 to 2L1 females, over 3 yeam;

Nebraska, over 5 years; Iowa, 5 to 46 years; Oklahoma, males, 5 to

16; females, over 5 years; Vermont, 5 Lo 2l years; Colorado, 5 Lo 20

years; Maine, Michigan, North Carolina, and Wyoming' oYer 6 years;

Missouri, 6 to 45 years; Indiana, males,6 to 16; females, 6 to 45

yearc; Montana, 6 Lo 2l yearc; Kentucky, 6 to 18 yeors; I{erv Jersey

and Virginia, 12 to 45 Years.
The wyoming statutes relating to the care of the feeble-minded

and epileptic of the state give a comprehensive statement of the

generally accepted modern idea of the problem:

The object of said institution fhome for the feeble-minded and epileptics] s)iall be

to providl by all proper and. feasible means, and intellectual, moral and physical

training of that uniortunate portion of the community who have been born, or by

disease, have become imbecile or feeble-minded or epileptic, and by a judicious and

weil adapted course of training, management ancl treatment, to ameliorate their con-

dition, ancl to develop as much as possible thelr intellectual facullies and physical

health, and reclaim them from their unhappy condition, and fit them as far as possible

Jor future usefulness irr society. (Comp' Stat. of \Yyoming, 1910, sec' 493 ) 
23
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KIND OF INSTITUTION ADAPTED TO THE CARE AND
TREATMENT OF MENTAL DEFECTIVES.

The newer Statc institutions for mental defectives have follo'wed
the colony plan of organization, combining a custodial department,
training school, industrial department, and farm. The institutions
built during the past 20 years have adopted the cottage or detached
t;rpe of construction, allowing for classification according to agc, scx,
mental and physical condition, and grade of inmates. It is to bc noted
that the larger States are now providing separate institutions for
epileptics, for children, and for adult women.

Owing to the rclatively small population of the District of Colurn-
bia, it is out of the question to provide separate institutions for the
difierent types of mental defectives. Provision is needed for chiidren
and adults, for those whom it is possible to train for some form of
useful work, and for those physically handicappcd or so defective
mentally that they must have purely custodial care. Not only the
various grades of mental defectives, but certain epileptics need care
and protection. The institution should be large enough to provide
the necessary room for ali these classes, allowing for proper separation
of white and colored, male and female. A large tract of land must
be provided in order to allow for necessary classification. Again, the
acreage should be large enough so that when future development is
necessary the District will have the land needed for expansion.

The buildings should be planned in such a way as to admit of
economical adaptation to future development and changing needs.
Costly construction is both unnecessary and undesirable. The great
diversity of needs of the various inmates-custodial care, mental and
moral training, farm work, and industrial occupations-calls for an
institution composed of many units, forming one central organization.

In an institution of this kind it is particularly essential to provide
work suitable for the able-bodied boys and men. This class is provided
for by the establishment of farm colonies as adjuncts to the training
schools and custodial dcpartments. In establishing a farm colony
ample acreage, rather than land already prepared for cultivation, is
now held to be the most important consideration for its success.
Certain of the most progressive American institutions for feeble-
minded are now succcssfully developing farm colonies on rough,
uncleared land. The l'ork of clearing land, hewing timber, con-
struction of necessary farm buildings, and all the labor involved in
preparing land for agricultural purposes, proyides useful and remunera-
tirc occupation.
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MENTAL DEFECTIYES IN TIIE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 25

Among instances of farm colony development may be mentioned
the Templeton colony of the Massachusetts School for the tr'eeble-
minded, Letchworth \rillage, in New York, and the farm colony con-
nected rvith the Vineland N. J.) Training School.

The Massachusetts School for the tr'eeble-minded is one of the
oldest institutions in the country, embodying in itself a history of
American methods of dealing rvith the feeble-minded. The school
at Waverley, rvith its adjunct, the farm colony at Templeton, is a
type of public institution that has accumulated valuable experience
in methods of providing training and employment for the various
types of inmates.

The Sixty-Sixth Annual Report of the Trustees of the Massachu-
setts School for the tr'eeble-minded (1913) describes the institution
at Waverley as follows:

The plan of detached and separate departments greatly facilitates the proper classi-
fication of our inmates according to age and mental and physical condition and helps

us to secure to each inmate the consideration of individual. rvants and needs so hard
to get in a large institution where the inmates are massed in one huge building.
As'we are now arranged, our inmates are classified as follows: At the girls' dormitory

are the girls of school grade; at the boys' dormitory and the boys' home are boys of

the school department; at the north building are the adult males of the lower grade,

the cases recluiring much personal care and attention; at the rvest building are the
young and feeble boys and the females of the lower grade;at the girls'home * * *

are the adult females who are in good. bodily health, many of them graduates o{ our
school department, and all of whom are employed in the various domestic depart-

ments of the institution; at the farmhouse and the east building are the adult males

who are regularly employed in the farm work. In the hospital are the feeble girls
and those acutely ill. Thus we have divided our institution into 1l comparatively
small families, each with distinctive and peculiar needs, and all under the same
general management. This plan retains all the benefits of a small institution and
secures the manifest advantages of a large one.

The following is an extract from the Report of the British Royal
Commission on the Care and Control of the n'eeble-minded (1904),1
giving the impression of the commissioners as to the situation in the
United States:

Our members [the commissioners who visiteil the United States] were struck by
the originalitv and directness of the methods adopted in several of these institutions
w-ith a view to stimulating the activity of the perceptive powers of the inmates, and
also by the freedom fuom cramping and unnecessary regulations which enabled the
managers to apply thejr minds to new experiments in education and organization.
They were also impressed rvith the large size of the Arnerican institutions, some of which
contained from 500 to 2,000 inmatee. This seems to them to secure proper classi-
fication, the general plan being that each institution contains three departments, and
it is perfectly easy to transfer an inmate from one to another. These departments are
the Custodial care for the lolrest grade (i. e., idiots), the school for the higher grade
children, and the Industrial for the higher grade adults. These departments are en-
tirely sepa:rate and often at some little distan:e one from the other, though under the
same central management. Our members are of opinion that the large size of the insti-
tution tends not only to better classification but to gteater economy. They also point
out that the provision for the feeble-minded in America is on very economical lines.

I VOI, YIII, P. 297.

Providecl by the Maternal and Child Health Library, Georgetown flniyersifr



ECONOMIC ASPECT OF THE PROBLEM.

INVESTMENT IN LAND, BI]ILDINGS, AND EQINPMENT.

The investment in lands and buildings for State institutions for the
mentally defcctive varies greatly. Much of this variation, of course,
is due to the differrnce in the number of inmates provided for and
also to the difference in the price of land in the various localities.
A considerable part of this capital outlay represents investment in
farm lands and equipment, the returns frorn rn'hich help maintain
the institution, represcnting, therefore, an appropriation for part of
the maintenance covering a large number of years.

The State institutions of Kansas, trfissouri, Nebraska, one of the
Massachusctts institutions (Wrentham State School), and one of the
New York institutions (Syracuse State Institution for Feebie-
minded Children), have from 400 to 600 inmates.l Theinvestment,
for buildings, grounds, and equipment in these institutions varies
from $351,000 in Kansas to $550,000 in Missouri. The investment
at Syracuse, horvever, (8462,784) does not include equipment.

In thc State Custodial Asvlum for Feeble-minded Women, at,
Nervark, N. Y., there are 852 inmates, and the investment for build-
ings, grounds, and equipment, amounts to about $438,117.

The State institutions of California, X{ichigan, and Wisconsin and
the semiprivate institution at Ehvyn, Pa., have each about 1,000
inmates. The value of buildings and grounds, including equipment
in all except the training school at Elwyn, ranges from $708,1g7 in
Michigan to ,$838,737 in lYisconsin.

Dr. X'ernald, in his History of the Treatment of X'eeb1e-minded,
says:

The experience of these institutions * * *. has been that plain, substantial,
detached buildings can be provided for the custodial cases at an expense of not
over 9400 per capita. These detached departments are generally supplied with
sewerage, water suppiy, laundry, storeroom, and often heating facilities trom a cen-
tral plant, at relatively small expense compared with the cost ol installation and
operation of a separate plant for each dir.isicn.

COST OF MAINTENANCE.

The average annual per capita cost in B0 State institutions for
which figures were obtainable was 91g2. The cost in the various
institutions ranged from $97 to $300 a year for each inmate. How-
ev.er, it must be recognized that, orving to the different methods of
bookkeeping, great allot'ance must be made in comparing costs.

I Report of Bureau of Edo.utloo on;aristics of Schools ,o. ,n. 
"..U-,.-*inO"a**O26
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MENTAL DEFECTI\IES IN TIIE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 27

The apparently low cost, in many of the institutions is due to the

saving in cost of food by the use of the produce of farms operated

by the institutions-the $,'ork being done by adult inmates-and the

earnings from the sale of surplus farm products. Many institutions

also have industrial departments in which they manufacture muoh

of the necessary wearing apparel and house furnishings.
According to figures published by the Board of charities of the

District of 
-Columbia 

the per capita cost of maintenance of mental
deiectives in the various institutions, including current expenditures
ancl salaries, is as follows:

Per capita
cost.Instit ut io!.

. .  $210

. .  1 5 3

. .  2 8 6

. .  233

. .  188

. .1 r20

. - l  2 5 0

. . i  2 5 0

. . 2r'i0 to 300

There are 31 individuals reported in institutions providing tem-

porary shelter mainly. It is fair to assume that the community
spends at least $200 a year for each of these persons' as many of them

are in hospitais where the cost greatly exceeds this. n'iguring the

cost for the number of inmates in the various nonappropriate insti-
tutions at the time bf the invcstigation according to the above per

capita figures, the total cost for maintenance for a year would be

approximately $56,371. The Boarcl of Children's Guardians reports
expenditures for the year 1914 oI fi21,572.64 for the care of feeble-

minded in the three training schools and those boarded out. The

total annual expense for the 370 mental defectives carcd for in insti-

tutions or under public supervision is therefore approximately

fi77,g13. This does not inclucle the amount, spent by private charity
nor the cost of training in the public schools. The annual per capita
cost of training in the atypical schools is given as $74.10 and in the
public sehools as $32.62.

The prescnt annual per ca,pita expenditure for mental <iefectives

of the District of Columbia boarded in institutions or under the

supervision of public authorities is approximately $211. More than

tratt of the number of defectivcs in institutions are inmates of the

Government Hospital for the Insane. These patients do not in

general need the care of expert physicians and the expensive type

of custodial buildings. The per capita cost of maintenance jn this

and other non&ppropriate institutions is undoubtedly higher than it

would be in an institution of the kind proposed. In considering pc'r

capita cost of maintenance it is important to note that tlie S192
annual per capita quoted above as being the average for 30 insti-

byProvided the Maternal and child Health Library, Georgetorn'n f-nivertitr



28 MENTAL DEFECTIVES IN TIIE DISTRICT oF coLUMBIA.

tutions represents expenditures in institutions most of which are
located in northern states, where the rigors of the climate make the
expense for fuel and clothi'g greater than would be required in a
milder climate.

ECONOMY OF ADEQUATE PROVrsroN.

rnvestigations of mental defectives have proved conclusively that
the burden is increased indefinitely by the failurc to prevent the
transmission of defects that are known to be heritable. rt has
been found that mentally defective women are in a very large number
of cases the mothers of illegitimate children, and that thesl children
have to be cared for by the public because of mental defects or
antisocial instincts. The record of one family charted by the research
branch of the Nerv Jcrsev Department of charities and corrections
illustrates the cost of lack of prevention. An imbccile woman
married a moron. They had 3 feeble-minded chilclren, the records
of 2 of s'hom were not obtained. The third, frccluentry an inmate
of an almshouse, had 6 illegitimate children, of- rvhom 4 diecl in
infancy. one of her feebie-minded daughters had 2 feeble-minded
children and another child u,ho clied in inIur.cy. rrcr other dar.rghter
had 10 feeble-minded children, z of rvhom were cared for in alms-
houses or by State authorities, 2 of the others dying r,vhen yery
young. In tirree generations this one imbecile woman naa rz feeble-
minded progeny whose records rvere obtainable, 10 of whom were
cared for in almshouses at times but not permanently segregated.
Besides this immediate line the familv connections of this woman
include 259 feeble-mindecl pcrsons in five generations, the majority
_of whom were dependent on the public for mairrtenance. Iuan.j' simi-
lar instances are recorded by state investigating boclies ancl research
departments of institutions. The social economy that must rcsult
from the prevention of transmission of clefect can not be estimated
in figures, but it is harclly to be questioned that the investment rvould.
resrrlt in savings compounded rvith each generation.

Quoting from an editorial in the Survcl, of March 2, Igl2, "The
greatest need of all is for more institutional care. When this has been
brought about i' every state rve shall rvitness a great gaol delivery
eyen more significant than that which has follow-ed the discontinuance
of imprisonment for debt, or the abolition of the saloon, or the
introduction of the probation and parole system. care for the
feeble-minded adequateiy for a generation anct expenditures for
prisons, reformatories, police, fires, hospitals, and aimsrrouses will
be enormously reduced, or, lvhat is even bettcr, expenditnres for
such purposes will be accomplishing desirabie tasks which .1,r,-e have
not yet had the courage to unclertake. Biorogy and economics unite
in demanding that the strains of feeble-mindecliiess shall be eliminatecl
by the humane segregation of the mentally clefective.',
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APPENDIX.

CLASSIFIEDINSTANCESoFMENTALDEFECTIVESINTHE
D I S T R I C T o F c o L u M B I A F o R w H o M I N S T I T U T I O N A L
CARE IS DESIRABLE.

The following pa'ges contain concrete illustrati-ons of various phases

"r 
trr" 

"t"frf"-'oi 
,ri"itii-a"]".t. These hundred cases represent only

, fl* 6f itriii""s"l**bcr of childre! and adults f-or whom at present

fi,i 
"i,#ir#;il;a;.^ 

-No'att"mpt, 
!",as been made to presrnf all the

i"}.jr-olio" that might have been obtained in regarcl to these cases.

R;;;;A;;T;ii;f at"'zds 
"o.". 

utrn-erated, as wcii as a largenumber

;i;h;";;;oti"a to itt" t,.tt"u,t since this report \Yas prepared' are on

file in the Children's Bureau
The attempt was made io clattity these instances according to the

""td;fih;tit"rri.- 
i;olved, uut it is.obvious that' there is much

#;;;#"'I; ;iin; to""a that each inciividual meniioned suff ers

i'-tiffii#;"%t trt"*T*.mt., not from orre only' x'or cramplc' the child

;h;i" h;""";i;;;J;;';-delinque"t is also"found to be-of defective

,i,i"f.lffr|".,hild ;f 
- 
u *oruUv de[nquent mother, and too .defective

#;iG; rfrr"ot, 
"i;-"C[i* 

interf' 'vitting of bad ronrlitions, cvil

i"n"rii""."., rveaknesses, and antisocial tendencies charactertzes t he

iri,.fri"*'"t"mcntal a.f..i it... All that society catr do is to^provide

ii; ' 'f i i"i;; ';;,1 ;;;;"inoi"-u save thcm frbm suffering from thc

;?i;";;flir""ir -t.f""t"t* utrd tto- contributing to the cycle of defec-

iio"o".., dependency, and delinquencv'

I. MENTAL DEFECT AS A CAUSE OF DEPENDENCY.

N:: 33' |?*;t:i'il'tii'"tte) r{"ba"d and wire'

I\farried in 1907. The records of the R-oard oJ children's Guardians show that the man

gr,ii;nr:"nimn[t*i'iix.lii;'il.*l.oi1i"o'"?l;""'"*?x*,iJ'"";"#f xf;
; 

4,1$ -*; #'J"i?t 
t+*ni';;l't';Y;; ;:.lLil; r-t'r. wa s ep i I e p ric .an d died i n

." ' i ; 'J; ; ;yiu-. ' -Snu f" ir  eorrsir lerable mgn-ey ro.th"e tamily. but thc father'  a

;il;l;' ; *i lq;i,,.u",, *o,, s q ua n d ered it. r\f 
:f; S""ilj:: J',1i #t'1".#J#gf;JF;i'?*'"'.Xl'P*;;:.1"'l:'ih"iJ1:"#t"i'i:tu.,i;io;,;;"'fi;i"1so+''eg,'r

;;;;;;; #ork ii',u i,,,,",l'v' bot was to6.i'comnf::*'i3r";l:t f,lf 314["*f:i;*rJ$"+.:'$"?.1",il*'lliryl";**tt*iq,1lr:n:tfi jl"i\*ft 'fi"ffi ffit
xffih TJ'n: f"T{ ':*?J:f i:f""lt:i'Tlii,ll'llT;;;;';,"; r,' ro,'.'n,;e, rs'd, uh"
;;;fr#;"t"h; f,""Ii 

"t 
"il"titi"r, 

""a-ivas 
sent to the Florence Crittenton ,lission'

#fi"i" utt. save birth 1o a sti l lborn child'
"fi#ilii;g d." -i..iJ""rr*"t;;;[a;', chambermaid in a hotel and soon manied

:,tm*.*in'#"r*3jt?:*ru"11Jff;;"il'tllil#:fi ,i:'TJ;$:":F::':'"t
E:"*'::'s"'*g'3J?i'fli#x'*lf*w:nrux1#*'[lxHt*f l:':"sg::
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30 MENTAL DEFECTTyES rN TrrE Drsrnrcr oF coLUMBrA.

times they rented a room; but the woman screamed a'd c-.rsed and used vulgar lan-fl ;"fl ""ii;:f ,Lu""ffi ,ll:l,t:""t"-?"i1tn#mrf T.{"r",}'f;J'f ti"*'xrrmiland soon after she and h_er stepmother had hiil'anest.Jio. i*i,.op"r'"o"dn"t.

)''it*:TiT.ff#*t!l*:;',Tl"x:'l:ffi J*Il';:r"sr#..,1tuT3t:l*:"*:
jgl !!_"'-n"'qog of observltioi i" 4"1;;il; *ii"trr"r she could be committed to theuo'ernment Jiospitri for the rnsane. The doctor pronounced Iro.-u" i-rr""iru o,H1';f ."*:Jtsf *l?'::x*m"nlt*m.i:ef,il,';,i,i:*.*:':f ::'*e?:,fff, :;to go there.

-  The husband has occasional ly  obta. ined a job,  but  never keeps i t  long.  I le hasobtained a good deal of

lf ilH,'#i'"',""n-*ufi ,ni,{*lii'l*iln:l}*i:l1fi f:lti#:fi rt"^+-"'"
or.ent, rr1"e-ai;;;i; ru'riture, and rive i" 

" ";#?i1it1*: hT;l:i." 
nonpavment

Of the five livine chitdre!, a boy 6| y."r, oia i, i,ltt, il;;f;!;;rher and sister,but not vet in schoor: agirr b| ycr.'"dia, me"i"iv a"i"lii""l'i; ;""iir;;;.diton cityOrphan Asvlum; a bov. 3.| ,yeaisbrd. and t*- gi; i .1 i i ;14t; ; ; i l  ; i ; .u,",wi lh trreparcnl.s. Nonc of thechiidren appcar bright. ?"a trrir girr 2i i.errs ot age is frr lromnormal.
The man is now rvorking in the railroad yards, but it is said he loses about one_thirdof histimeonaccountof h6rnia- . Neighbois lt"tb"tn"i'tr." ,;;;;;;;;. ite child.en.

:trT*X1{A""Ti3T,""f?;1fl,'JiT :f,f;?lf to' 'u""'"1'"o"t' fa't-tiietaliira, rrtea
,. ?Hil*" lT ft g TJfil: l: 

i;-""",Xt1?&1';""?:e'' married six children have b ec n b orn

No.591. I fale, 18, colored.

-&ttrqt deserted family, and the five childrcn were taken irr charge bv the Boardof children's Guardians-rl -years aso. rni, uov .,";;;i;;d i" ib;;1".liJ- iiome a,rdlater placed on trial for indenturei-but his-mirid was so defecti'e that h-e courd notdo much. rle was sent toschool,'r_"i_ _;ittlt-rs of age had not rearned his let-ters. rre was finallv nlaced. in the children's i"-po.u.y'Lo-;;-f-*bi;;iaod, butescaped in.July. rgi+. and ir now aCtaig...  
"d;; ; .  

seconrjarv svnhi l is,I nc mothet '' 'u'n '" 
i1#;1;llr.fl:t::l'.'n?o ffi";iffil';tl';l *l: sent to the

tJgti""#"J.[]"f;iX"" irr'egilinlate chlcl, ancr i'as crrshonesr and untrurholdcr brother was sent to the" Indust.lni fio-u S,A younger brother was also placed in tne roaurt i'a1"S;*ltmit""r' 
u'*ofJ'{,H{

No. 367. Malc, 39, white. ' ) . ,

No sos n-"*,inll:,,*Jlir"Tl"::' -""
. Both meltally deiective, as is also their son. g rrtr,""gr,t t r," atre;t^.,;;lih;"sh;h"";i:;"j;'ift{:?Tdj3"*f;;"* %.J"rJ#i: ilu#atv-pi-cal school. Their second cliild was stillborrl and ih;i t;;;;t"#i,riYln o.,^-o.of 191.4.

The Associated charitics has a rong record of the family; the ma' is co^losing his job and ahval'srr'c in the bascmenL ", ";:ijn*"l"n"X;,t3""L1;; 
a';tv^;,,a-.i,iiri#]t"$ilI

]il; i'\ lu.ffi pit"i ; i,.,mb er "f ii-",. 
- 
br,; ;if""" 1{":' J. :f i\1, H? uilx:#3".l,ftenton Mission lor temnorary shelter.. tn" [uruu"a *", ,""i-t"'ir"^iil"1-iii,rgi"iAsvlum Hoslriral about'a year.ago; his t 'ouble-pii;u aq rr" . ipiri i i .; i iu,, 

"or"being l reaicd-. r I  an.evc.  car.  arrd i t  rb" l t  
" .p i r " i ]  

t lo"  
*on s parenrs r re rcspoclablepeopl.e, and tir-e fairiy'comiortably. rnuy'h""u h"ii,"a ii*",iilffi;;i;j but areunable to continue do-ine s<l.

No. 655. Female, 25, colored.

orqhaned at an early age. .\yas found living with- a woman who had a workho'se

tiridi'}'ffi f*'ii{i{HH*lh#"i.isi;"tiffixqiif:glil#?'YT'T"f, F
placed in temporary hoine for 

"nitai"";  ": f i*. i r" ' i ,i"*"a t"ii'" iS"fiij'iiiffla risr of rre Board or c",a'rtT,?"d,iffi1e07 
she was trans-

t
I

'
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MENTAL DEFECTIVES IN TITE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 31

No. 578. Female, 32, colored.

IIas hacl three illegitimate children. 
-w_as 

living in one small room with her grgt]rer'

*:t'J:if#;1tr-'ltf,?llii;lri*lt.#'qsm**"#'lil%!0xx'f ?f; ;'fr l:."Hiti:a
:l r :x $l"t "t* iti :lll"m: " "Tlf " 11 :'i,lu"vn" i*1iil l "'-:l'i'1' #5i; |;; l':"1
iio*ai''e home unlil Deiember, 19J2, rrhen they were placed 1or lndentufe.

No. 20. Female, 21, white.

. Epi|9nti.c ed --"*llf defective. Her father n?:#:eTstiSL *31+:ffiltf.1"'i

*1,-"{l:irHTf,:frxli"i,ta}iil}tn:";t:*"'13 # J ll".gq -He.is now in the aqrrum
;*'#.""i,,''il;-.i;i;d'Ch;;iiiEs ag.nt aequainted rviih the fanrily.stares thri the
;i;;il;. 

""iT6i"" "rriia*" "i"-"tr"'aefectiie, 
a-nd it is said the flmilyJras received

rr"ro'i.orn r' lmosl, er.ery nt..gi"ing chu_reh and socielv in the citv. The girl had

siii' ini?,l,;ix it ii' l:, tf,i: il l * [i:"1.:*xil Ti'tlilh'#i s p #r r vz ed
No.25. trfale, 36, white.

Is able to rvork, br.rt is a "dopeienrl" as ['ell as mentally defective, and has been

"t 
trrl ri"-" i"r'--irr"-,Lg"a r,'Jinni- in. a year; is likely to remain there for life'

t r .MENTALLYDEFECTTyEwoMENwI IoAREMoRALLYDELINQI}ENT.

No. 461. Female, 33, white.

This woman has been known to charitv **?-z;:t"Bfi'*:: 
#3t{"f;:',:r""iTJtradmi{ted to the hospital,  where her baby was bor

#;1o h;i; ili" r"6ut" i"incled and rvho had died 
:fr i*H'H:Tti?Jf*3i"tTt*1ft

"il.JV.- 
g1 him she hed hed tluee children, all

she hrs led ihe l i fe of a prosti l  ute.*'iirir 
;";il has beed i" in. ftotu"ce Crittenton trfission and in the \\rashington

Ar"iil"i#ilitJu"t:o*f ii-.r. While at the hospital in-1910, being trented for

il,*''"',1il:#1fl *n:$u"i"H'1il'i:l'i"i"ii.i36:1"di'till{lT":T*$
;;ir; i;ii arrd'-ito.thor,se record, an nabrtuar orunkard with vile habits, and had

nfrt:,J.]:i:"fl:f,:A-i;Tl,t:ti',nro. rhree months rarer.sr,e apprietr at rhe omcc

"f ifrJ'-f..""ir'*a'Cl"riii"Jl"r "ssistance; 
she-ri'as lerribly blrisecl,ilop lgati1p by

ii;$f :F:i"'b?31iu", ,T;r,ll,:"oH'1,:'Y:.:l'i$iil:'3J:fli:i.lliiiil;,'f""":'liioT
s H i:i*:,Ti"l l"li l*"i1,:;t*;L:'lltti:1i ;:i'll: J:i:"ft ":H'?iffi , ii:: $iif;
il;";Ht"tti;,";f;;lrji,i-;ir6orrt 6br 7.ye1qs,. although she.is now 33; that slre was
r rnrblc 1o crre lor  t rerseu,-and t l ia t  she should be permanenl ly  segregeted lor  her own

:-tffi ii$Jlll?fi i"S:'f:S'f l["t""chirdren;T,*,:"f 13'*"Hr*"t"tlt"",i-;t"J.-- ff .t husband is now in the tuterculosishosl
ii,n".".it"tit ito.pitot tot treatment, 'but refused to remain'

No. 102. Female, 21, white.

I{a,s trvs illegitimate children, 3 and 2 v"q'..oi'| f#i'ii"r# 
"J,T;i".T1fi".*"1:tltf,l'*jffiti'i,f',ffiT.,:t'ilHtS;/t?H#*i,ili"lii'ln*;n';-. \\'omen wr.'."""nrIv

;;il"{-i;| 6arrg ar"*."J]'" -u11;u 
"totnitg; 

she is n6v in jail awaiting sentence.

No. 76. Female, 19, white.

-dt Florerrce crittenton tr{ission with baby I month old. IIas another child 2

";;;Li,;; "u."4 
to. by her mother. Both are illegitimate'

Provided by the Maternal and child Health Library, Georgetown Universitr



32 MENTAL DEFECTIYES IN T}18 DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

No. 75. Female, 26, white.

No home. Has illegitimate child 14 months old, born at Florence Crittenton Mis-
sion.; another ill_egitimate child, a boy of 5 years, is at St. Joseph's Orphan Asy'um.
He is not normal.

No. 106. Female,30, white.

Epileptic. Was in Florence Crittenton Mj:ssion three years. Ifas one child 2f
years old; boarded out' 

No. 643. I-emale. 1g. corored.

. Has "falling spe!!g," probably. epilepsy. [Iad an illegitimate child which died
about a year ago. \\ aB marrred the past summer.

No. 2r{9. Female, 19, white.

Ilas no pa.rents. Ilas illegitimate child 8 months old; is in service and is keeping
child.

No. 64. Female. 35. white.

Now at Florence Crittenton }lission l'itli 4-months-old babv. but thev can not
kcep hcr long. I labits unclean. Has a chi ld 2 vcars ol, l  l iv ins with hei.sister in
Virgirria. Comes irom a good family. Her sister 6as a mentally ilefective boy.

No. 582. Female, 33, colored.

_ Has harl two illegitimate children, last one born June 2, 1913. An
in an institution in New York City. Younger child is iir charge of
Children's Guardians.

No. 586. Female. 28. colored.

Is badly crippled. Has had three i l legit imate chi ldren; the f irsr one is dead; tbe
second one's lhereabouts unknou n. I ler brothcr- in-larv is reoortct l  to be the falher
of the third child, born in Ig11; she is now at the Ilome for the Aged and Infirm.

No. 189. Female. 22. white.

Badly in need_oJ institutional care. A child, colored, rvas born in 1g0g in lrlor-
ence Crit tenton tr l ission and is norv boardcd out bv Roard of Children's Guardians
with colored family. \\ioman norv working in Bruen I{ome.

No. 140. Female, 27, while.

Ilother died rvhen girl l-as a baby. IIas kept house for men since she was a small
gir l .  Lived with hei brother in Langdon antl  there had a chi ld bv him in 191' l .
They were threatened with arrcst and-came to \\'ashington, where her brother com-
mitted suicide soon after.

No. 676. Female. 35. white.

crippled. Two illegitimate chilclren are being cared tor by her brother and sister.

No. 787. Female, 30, white.

, Paralylic and crippkd.. . \\'as pronounced. fecLlc-minded by a physician, taken
charge of by Board of Chil , l ren's Grrardiarrs in I896, and boarded o-ut.- In 1905 had
an illegitimate child lvhose father she ciaimed rvas the mal jn the family keeping
Fot. This,man agrcetl  to,suppgtl  .both, 

-but 
has since died. \ \ 'oman io* ugu-

Delng Doaroeo out Dy uoato oI ( nl ldren s Guardrans.

No. 649. Female, 21. colored.

, Epileptic. .Girl's mothgr had 15 or 18 children. This girl and a younger siBter
have had i l leqit imate chi ldren.

older child is
the Board oI
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MENTAL DEFECTI\,'ES IN TIIE DISTBICT OF COLUMBIA. 33

No. 137. Female, 26, white.

Has had three illegitimate children, two of them now dead. \foman is in service
and has the third child with her.

No. 237. Female. 24. white.

Has bad two illegitimate children. IIer mother is thought to be mentally defective.

No. 639. Female, 28, colored.

Verv delective mentallv. Has had three illegitimate children and is soon to have
a fourih. Lives rrith a man said to have a wife-and children in the city. The three
children are boarded out by the Board of Children's Guardians.

No. 799. Female, 35, white.

Taken into a family from the foundling asylum when quite young; afterri-arcls sent
to Industrial IIome School. \\hen about 16 years of age was sent to the lJnien llome
and later Eave birth to chilcl rvhich died soon aftenvarcls. Livecl at the Bruen Ilome
for severalyears as a heiper. Appears idiotic. \Yas married cluring the past l'inter.

Itr. CEILDREN TOO DEF'ECTIVE TO ATTEND SCIIOOL.

No. 93. Ilele, ll, w]{tc\n,nthers.
No. 94. l \hle, 13, rhite/""

Have been in public school ancl nre no\s in prrochial school,.but the prilcipa1 1eys
it is impossible for thcm to learn. There are nine children in the family; all but
these twb appear normal. The family have almost no furniture and the house is very
dirty. The 

-children 
seen by the visitor were dirty and ragged.

No.479. Female. 10. white.

Attended a parochial school, but was so defective she could not be allowed to be
with the othefchildren; rvould eat food from the garbage pails in preference to her
own lunch. Ilas recently been sent to the Government Hospital for the fnsane.

No. 16. Female, 7, white.

Mongolian type of feeble-minded. Very defective; badly in need of institutional
ca're' 

No. 371. Female. lo. rvhite.

Not now in school. Iler behavior has caused neighbors to report case frequently
to attendance oficer. The mother is'also defective,-and the father a "dope hend.,'

No.534. trfale, 15, colored.

Has been in Government Hospital for the fnsane; can not read; can count and
make. change. Did good work in- chair caning and basketry when in an atypical
school; now working as an errand boy in a gtocery store,

No. 181. I[ale, 12, white.

Was removed from Virginia Training School in July, 1914. Is an epileptic and
needs care; is a mrisance in the neighborhood.

No.285. Ilale, 16, white.

Paralyzed on left side. Never attended school; does not know the alphabet; sel1s
papers; Iives with an aunt.

No. 541. Female, 9, colored.

Too defcciive mentally to go 10 school;the mother, a widorr, is e duy rrorker and
has ro employ some one io ca"re for the chiid while she is an-ay.
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34 MENTAL DEFEoTIvES IN TITE DISTRIcT oF C0LUMBIA.

IV. CEILDREN IN SPECIAL SCHOOLS TOO DEI'ECTIVE TO BENEFIT BY
STICE TRAINING.

No. 539. Female, 14, colored.

. I{t po atlpical schooll has no idea of what has been lauglrt rrhen the lesson is over.
Jl Arster atso delectlve.

No. 375. Female, 16, white.

Has attended an atypical school, but can not learn.

No. 572. Female, 7, colored.

Mental condition so bad she could not profit by attendance at an atllpical school.

No. 565. Female, 12, colored.

, Goes.to at lpie2l sehool when older sister can fake her, b.t  mental ly incapable oI
benefi t ing by school al lendance; physical ly defectir .e also.

No. 222. Ifale, 8, white.

An atypical-school teacher says she is unable to teach the boy anything.

No. 219. Female, 14, white.

rmbeci le, can not talk; gins when asked qrresrions. _was kept in f irst gr.adeol
r e g u l a r s c h o o l s i x y e e r s . e n d r h e . n s e n l t o r n a t y f i e a l s c f i o o l a t t h e a ' g e o t ] C .  b i a n o t
kno\v ,now, logoupof  downstar rs rvhenshecameto lheat lp ica lsc . l roo l ,  bu thasnor r
been taught to put up one foot after the other.

No. 9. Female, 14, white.

Epileptic aTd reeble-minded. Has been in an rtypi.cal school- only a couple of
weeks. Uses bad language and is likeiy to demoralize'the other childien. 

-

No. 228. Male. 14. white.

, .Teacher in,atypical school reported that she felt sle had been unable to instmct
him during the three years he had been in the school.

No. 338. Female, 13, rvhite.

^ I ] i ' l {  
r l : l : r , l l i i "- l l t  

9ase, ,At the.,age of 7. when sbe cnteretl  the aLypical
scnool, sne could not get up or down \Fithout assislance. rt  took three months toget her fingers- exercised so she-could hold a pencil. _Can now understand and answerquestions fairly weil. Ilas a brother who ii very defective.

No. 153. IIale. 18. white.

rs about flve years old mentally, although as large as a man; attends atypical scirooi.

v. MENTAT, DEFEcrrvEs wEosE FAMILTES ARE IINABLE To pRovrDE
PROPER CARE.

No.23. tr Iale, 18, white.

This boy.and his broth-cr. 16 years.oI age, alro r-ery defectir-e, belong to a familv of
seven,cntldren, lour o[_s'hom ar_e living. Two older broihers ai.c worklng. This bov
alten(icd an atyaical school for threg yeirs bu t cou rd nor Ierrn ana n",i r ii".r i;ji,;";;;
9) jer 1t19rolh:,r.boys., t 'an do ernnrls. butcxn do no work for which he coulr i  bc paid.
Hrs molher thrnks she cag se€ some inrpro'emenL in his condit ion. ' l 'hc r0-i .ear old
lo{,1",. ""1'E. 

been to school. ,,The two boys are a-gr-eat""i"-to ii"ir -"in'"., *howoil.rd oe grad ol a ptace^to.put lfrem where they could be care,l lor &nd tarreht. 
' 

Thetamrly rs trn: ibte to_pay IUII tuit ion, but could pay something. They are in-moderate
cucumstancesandha\ -eane l thome. -  Theboyshangaror rnd lhepub l icschoo l .  Thev
1;9 gflgpannoye{ lry rhe other children and"are a ilenu"e ro ttic neiglborh,j"a, [irt
the mother says she can not keep them in the house all the time.
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No. 488. Ifale, 17, white'

Wasunableloprogress{urtherthantheiourthgradeinschool.;  hasnotbeentos' lro"l

lsi:n""ffiH?ii?dx?'*"",'J"11;+iit*li:lt'#:iili""lls':Tf?iil:#i:lllil,l'ni:
;;;il;;;.;i;. i"*tr"ttv t"r'i.* olithufhe.may do as a result of his uncontrollablc'

ffiil. 
" 

HT. p;t"-;i";oirld' Iike to put him in air institution'

No. 427. Ifale, 9, white'

Appears perfectly notmal for about two weeks each.month, then ,qi-d.u-11].{ 
gg::ji

n:u::"*it?HTlYr-$:ifl#"Xi#JiT&fJ*-"xr,llJ:fs$?H',.Lilfr"'".:""i;';lH;
;;ki iih;;;i; hii" i" ," i"'|iiuU"". He his an atnt whb is mentally defective-

No' 64' 
No. 754. Ifale, 10, colored.

can not stand or walk and his speech is limited to the words "btead" and "wrtet,"
*";;*;;;d th;ii.;a;.rt";a"to'be his sister,s name; can not feed himseli; sits in a

;6]1;;;A;"t[ .  tr i . ' " t . .-nna-f "g".pur*o.t ical ly 
and'Iatrghsl has.j t tsL been r"t t trnod

i."^- f\ 
"Jfrirlior, 

,trr:In- H;pii;1.;; nothing 
"6'rld 

be ddne tor hiin therc: mot hcr is

;;id;;;;;";;;ks ,iut; shc has two olher ch-ildren'

No. 317. trIale, 25, white.

Ilas never been able to attend school; mother spent one wilter trl'rng to teach him

hi; ; ipi ; ; ; ; i ,  bnl6" ao"r i t i [no* l f  
" 'o*; 

does r iot do anvtl ins; prrents are rrnable

i; ; ; ' i ; r  inst i t i i t i ,nal 
"0t"", 'ui ibough 

they 
"o'r l , t  

pry parf;  he is 1bo old {or exist ing

ii.fit{,ti;;:'"Tii" ii"tn"t-t r,i""ti,iiaffi rinderih"e iong'strain, and. the doctor has

;id ;1;;;; -urirre p"t somewherel He has one sister 'r:ho is normal'

No. 741. trfale, 38, colored.

Can not talk, but can feed himsell; he-caq th-op wood, but is not competent to go

oo .iiu"at. lle is boarded and cared for by his l'rother'

No. 194. Ilale, 34, white.

can not read or write nor clo any work; he is cared lor b]' his rviclo$'et1Very defective;
mother and sister.

Verv mucn
not in school.

No.408. Female. 13, white

in need of institutional care; can not talk or be made to learn anything;

N: 3i[: lltiS;3; i3l3i:$;'*'"'
Both boys are unable to n'alk or talk; family very poor'

No. 412. Female, 11, rvhite.

was in second grade of regltlar school; sent,to atypical school. btrt has recentlY b^een

";i;A;Ai;;;;""h;ibt 
tfie boarct oi health. No tes.chcr ri.ii1 keep her because oI

mi f"a nuuitr. The mbther is a "dope fiencl'"

No. 82. I fale, 15, whitc.

Not in school; should be in an institLition; father is sr,id to be mentally defective.

Harmless. but verY defective
neerls institutional care. 

No.

ry*ili;;,*i|.$tiil,fiT*ilii'T'iir"ill:i?lt.:ri'i*#l?'#"&?Jilfl 
::lii"?.131*.

mentrrll-v; helps at home and takes care of the baby;

774. Femalc, 8, colored.
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36 MENTAL DEFECTIVES IN TEE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

VI. DEFECTIVE DELINQI'ENTS DETRIMENTAL TO T}IE WELFARE OF
THE COMMI]NITY.

No. 348. Male, 10, white.

$as been examined and declared to be in rreed of institutional care. Ilas been
be{ore the juvenile court for stealing.

No. 30. Female. 18. white.

Mother is clead; there are nine children; older sistcr is in charge of homc. This
gir l  is a good housekecpcl ancl hrs a srveet disposi l iorr,  but has bad-infuence over the
other chiidren of thc f;mil.\'. A grert problcrir to tho father.

No. 303. llale. 14. rvhite.

Orphan. Unable to stud-v. butrrorksrrell underdirection; ryasboarded outwitha
family-for.two or three months. but rves returned to an asylum in bad condition; a
great detriment to other childrcn, who alsc worry him into 

-a 
very nervolrs condititin.

No. 88. Female. S. rvhite.

_ Attends.an atvpical school. \\:as assaulted u'hen 7 years of age and is in constant
danger orr irrg to her nrental condit ion.

No. 505. Ilale. 14. white.

Hrs eltr ,ndod an r{J pical school. ' fhis bor- rn, l  I  brolher lhree \-ears vounger have
bcon in thc Inrluslr ' iul  lJnmo School; hrvo also bcen heforc thc' iuteir i lc corrrt  for
s (ea l ing .  I loy  has  hcer r  i r r  Ch i id r tn  s  I losp i ra l  lh r .cc  t imes.  T l rc  famiJv  hrs  becn
he lpe t l io ryears_bypr . r l , l i c re l ip {a l r ,ne i r .s .  1 'herea l r l r r rc r r t l r i s i r rs rn i ty in ihc i rmi l l - .'1 'hc f:r thcr hes Lecn irr hospit,r l  lor ohsorvetion. bt ir-a physi" irrr dc,. lared hc sas not
insane; he.is an habitual drunkard; has been in thrlu'orkhouse; his tather is said to
have been insenc at the time of his death, and a brother is insanc at times. There are
five children in the {amily; thc baby is said to be abnormal.

No. 300. llale. 25, white.

Never learired to read or rvrite. IIas served sentence for larceny and has viciousiy
assaulted his mother.

No. 97. I lale, 20. white.

Feeble-mindecl and very immoral and has evil tendencies. \Yas d6ing fourth-grade
work at the age of 16. Nbrv rvorking.

No.358. l Iale. 19. rvhite.

This boy rvas recently sent to the Ilomc for the Aged and Infirm because he would
not work and was considered an undesirable pcrsoi to har-e at larqc. He left after
having been there 11 days and now is r.andering the streets. The famiiy does not
know rvhere he is. The father deserted thc famih- three veers ago; the-mother is
employcd in a factory. There are four children; the oldesi girl is in the Irrclustrial
I lomeSchool; the.secondgir l isinthePennsylvaniaTrainingSchool; andabol- isin
the National Training Scirool.

vII. MENTAI D.EFECIIVES WI{O ARE ALSO PEYSICAI,LY DET'ECTIYE.

No. 547. Male, 23, colored.

Epilcptic. Unable to learn; some ol the best phlsicians in \ \-ashjngron and BaIt i-
more have fai led ro improve his plr lsical condif ion: has to be attended l ikc a baby
at limes.

No. 312. Ifale, 16, white.

. Irpileptic. Declared to be in a state of mental deterioration and in need of speciai
institutional care-
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No. 627. Female, 10, colored'

Is blinti and can not talk. but understantis what is said to,herl can not feed her-

'"ii;';;;;1;;h;;"If il;;i;{;)';-ffi b.An boarded out bv the Board oi children's

Guardians siuce she \\ 'as a ) 'ear and a nati  otd'

No.622. ] Iale, 15, colored'

\ o i a t h c r ; m o t l t c r r r - o r l i s o u t b i . t h e d a v . a r l d b r o t h e r , ] 3 l - e a r s o l d . j s o | t e n l o p t

" ' . , i ' " i ' ."nori  
io *.o for tr i* i i l t" t ' r i" tu. nbl*5trot. heip; parr. ial lv perelr zerl '  but can

iri,]r. 
"ii.i'i,"a.i.ru".t. 

*h;i'i;i,ii; tti-.- 
'oo"t 

not dreis himseli rntl docs not talk;

rt"J'iaiiii"-ii"p;;;;i;; t-[e tto-e seems corafortable; no other children'

No. 665. Female, 11, colored.

Badly crippled; uses crutches; never attended school'

I::ii3' llllS: i3, slil: )*".
In an atvpical school; these bo-vs seem to have no control of their limbs; theyleel

.1#; tit;&".;;t if th;v ;;t" drink; thev are brought to school in a wagon; anotner

brother slighily defective' 
\o. 7g1. Female, 1g, white.

unable to rvalk or control her limts; has been two years in hospital; was sent to

the Home for the -{ged and Infum three years ago'

No.791. Female, 12, white.

V e t v d e f e c t i r . e p h l . s i c a l l . , . : c a n n o t m a k e a n y i n t e l l i g i b l e s i g n s n o r i n d i c a t e h e r

""liii 
i.i"n[;;r';T.1;;'i; J" iiii'"ti.t .nair"during t[e dav: parents ahlc to pro-

vrde for her n'hi le thel l ive.

VIU. MENTATLY DEFECTIVE WOMF'N LTTGLY TO BECOME VICTIMS OF

IMPROPER TREATMENT.

\o. 143. Female, 20, rrhite.

Hasattendeclanatypicalschoolancl-learne!]tosrritehernarye-,but.w^aswithdrawn
bv her parents because ;iril i" ;i;^;;h;;l;li" rrere oltler and' less defective taught

ti."",ia5rir-rir";hiil;;i:i;;; .p"t" 1" ["i on the street: .ow sta"vi.g at home.

\o. 3. Female, 17, white'

IIas been in an atypical school. but can not go and come alone; she has given the

*o.f"r"l' 
^"nr# 

;i'; pi;is'';;;;; s';;i?;;I of trouble: srorrn men rroulJ hang

around the plar.grouncl ;;d";;;;.^r;o}-ance until ihe -to.ier would be compelled

to take the errl home; her mother ls oeao'

\o. 470. Female, 16, vhite.

Hasbeenbroughtbeiorethejuvenrlecourtforbadbehal ' lororrthestreet;shehad
#iiiri#"#&;t,""*;;g te'was the father of her child'

No. 790. Female, 16, rvhite'

Thissir lLiveswithhersister,butthelattercannotrestrainherandisunwil l ingao
k;i l3;; ;h;; ; ; f ; ; ;d i"  iL-6 

"o-n:"y 
of a man in Balt imore br ' .a deaconess antr

seni 1o Siblev \Iemoriui uo.pit"r,  *heie she t"tuina thtec rnonths' but sas dis-

;il.J ii"ii'1i".". 
". 

.h"^+;.';;i'?'il;;;i;t p;ii"nt: the sistcr has since applied for

[ad-istion for her, but rras refused'

No. 460. Female' 23, white'

Themotherisdead;fatherac' ' rqnkard;shel ivedri ' i thmarriedsister.unti l turned
out because of her betraiior untl i"flt'u"tu; lqoula can men in from tLg street to intro-

duce them to her nieceJ: "rh;;;'.;";'iri ri.," b""iJ 
"f-( 

hari ties to llorencc Cri l ten-

ton Jl isr ion-for lack of a beltcr plece-airer.sh"-h"J-L""o crrested, havirrg appl ied

i"Jiua--ituiott to a rooming house after midnight'
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No. 238. Female, 17, rvhite.

Has attended an atypical sehool, but wa s removed by parents because there was but
one other girl in the eChool and because she learnbd bhci laneuage from the bovs; she
las a _violent temper: her mother rrould be glad to put her in aI inst i lut ion, as she is
fearful of rvhat may happen to her; the family could pay something for her'care.

No. 65. Female.21. white.

IIas been too defective to attend school; unable to go about alone ; parents are able
to care for her at present, but are constantly worried foifear of what may happen to her.

No. 70. Female, 16, white.

The mother thinks it unwise for her to attend the atlpical school, as she believes it
unsaie for her to go lo aud from school alone. GirI  has-been in Pcnnsvlr.ania Train-
ing School..  but paren ts i .nsisl-ed on haring her brought home. They w<irrkl be wil l ing
to pul her in an inst i tur ion i f  there werebne near enough ior them"to visi t  her.

IX. ADUITS WEO MIGHT IIAVE PROI'ITED BY INSTITUTIONAL
TRAINING.

No. 685. Male, 20, colored.

Has never been in school; should be in an institution;.works about the house; cau
sweep and dust; can not go about alone; can do errands, if not sent for more thari one
thing at a time; family in moderate circumstances.

No. 587. Male. 16. colored.

Epileptic and meltally defective; never-advanced beyond ihe firsr gade in public
s^chool; was a lormal chi ld unri l  7 years of age. rvhen hi 'had scarlet f iver; is r iow in
Government Hospital for the Insane in ward with 25 or 30 others: helps clean the
ward sor-netim^es,-bu.t-w_ould be able to do other work if jt could be provided; is very
much dissatisfled n'ith his surroundings and begs to be brought honie.

No. 269. I{ale, 21, white.

Epileptic. His condition was caused by an attack ol spinal meningitis at the age
of 9 months. He is melancholy, as he reaLizes that he is iot normal. "An 

institutiSn
where he could be taught an occupation and be emploved wouid be a Ereat benefit.
Family would be glad,to prrt  the bby in an inst i tut i6n i f  rherc were one"nearby. He
tB a constaDI wolrv to hls mother.

X. CASES INDICATING DEFECTIVE STOCK.

No. 715. Female. 5, colored.

fn Government Hospital for the Insane. Father has been under observation at
washington Asylum Hospital. Grandfather in Government Irospital for the Insane
since 1891. Great-aunt (on {ather's side) died in the Government rrospital for the
rnsene ln rbvs' 

No. 373. Ifale, 40, white.

Painter. Has epilepsy. Reported to be of lo'w moral character. wife tubercular.
A son of 10 has shown signs ol feeble-mindedness. A daughter oi 8 has very bad
habits.

No. 789. tr{ale, 11, white.

Father died in insane asylur,n. The boy has been recommended for the vineland
Training School by his physician.

No. 389. Female, 16, white.

. {n an atypical school. IIer mother sa.id to be defective, as is also the mother's
8L8tet.
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No. 361. Female, 18, white.

In Yirsinia Training school. )Iother is in covernment Hospital for the Insane
(feeble-mfnded); brotlier and sistct in Industrial Home Training School.

No. 310. Male, 10, white.

rn pennsvlvania Trainirrg school, sent by Board of children's Guardians. Mother
(case 311) nblv in Governmint Hospital for-the Insane (feeble-minded).

No. 90. Male, 28, white.

unable to work on account of mental condition; has a sister in the Government
fospital for the Insane.

No. 426. Male, 14, white.

Attends atr,'pical school; hows almost nothing. Ilas a defective brother. Mother
is also consideied defective.

No. 123. trIale, 8, white \n,^ra", and sister.
No. 124. Femile, lo, white/"" '

Parents both defective; 5 children, all considered defective. Parents will not
alloiv ihe- to attend atlpical school, and teachers in the regular schools will not keep
tnem,
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