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foreword
The child under whose searching hands the lump of wet clay takes form

is making his own creation. The child rvho discovers books is finding new
understanding. The child who is able to explore freely tho universe of sound,
motemettt, color, rvords, relationships is finding his orvn place in the rrorld
from rvhich he can surely receive much richness and from which he may uniquely
give richness in return.

Living creatively starts from ideas-and children are full of ideas-ideas
that they are eager to express. iclens they must express if they are to lir.e fully
as a child and as an adult.

If we can preserve and foster the creative spirit that begins its growth
in a child's attempts to understand the world about him and allorv him free-
dom in expressing horv he feels about it, 'we rvill help him grow into a creative,
constructive adult.

This was the essence of the theme of the Golden Anniversnry \Vhite lfouse
Conference on Children and Youth-and it is this theme that Margaret Mead.
rvith rare insight and sensitivity, elaborates in this pamphlet. Vividly carrying
its meaning forward, she applies the concepts of child development and child
rearing implicit in all the Conference findings and recommendations.

ff children find their world trustworthy and adults interested and under-
standing, they n-ill share rvith us the treasures of their minds and hearts: their
stories, their poetry, their love of rhythrn ancl music, their search for rich
experiences. We find they have thoughts rve never dreamed they had-and
they are able to express then in nerv und fresh rvays. They lore language,
they enjoy the taste and color and flavor of their experiences in a way that
is creative in tlie best sense of the n-ord. Through these paths, tliey find an
outlet and release for joy, ferr, hute, love, pressure, ancl eren crisis.

fs what the child produces rvith words, poetry; with clay, sculpture I rvith
painting, art; rvitlr. dramtrtic play, drama? They are. in the sense that they
represent the child's efrort to interpret and understancl the rvorld around himI
they serve asthe fount fromlvhich all creative endeavors spring; they are the
way a culture travels from one generation to another. AII of this is what makes
eaclr" day we live rvith children of such vast importunce to us, to them, to ottl
country, and to the rvorld of tomorrorv, so dimly seen by us, but so close and
vital to our children.

The Childrents Bureau and everyone associated rvith children orve trfargaret
Mead a great debt of gratitude for giving us a glimpse of rvhat a creative life
for children can mean to us as parents and teachers; to them as purveyors of
the future.

//"/
/

]ule M. Suca*uru

Acing Chief, Childten's Bareau

SOCIAL and REHABILITATION SERVICE
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a
cfeative
life for

youf
children

I.

IN A DEMOCRACY a child is a person from
the moment of birth. IIe is uot 'iust a futnre
citizen or a future subject or a future adult.
Now, in the present, he is a real person. Each
day is a day to be lived to the full-to the full
capacity of the child who is 2 days o1d or 2
months or 2 years old. \4rith her 2-day-old
child, a mother cau look only for his breathing
softly in and out. At 2 months she can look
for a smile when the chi-ld hears her voice or
sees her face. The 2-year-old may have a fen-
words to describe the dandelions on the larvn,
and the 4-year-olcl may wonder rvhy tliey are
named after lions. And it is trne, the younger
the child is, the more each day counts because
it is a larger fraction of the child's rvhole life.
One dny in the l ife of a 2-clay-old child is half
of his whole l ife, and if he is i l l  or unhappy,
he has incleed been ill or unhappy for half of
his l i fetime. From the standpoint of l i felong
grolvth, the days and n-eeks of infancy, the
rveeks a.nd months of childhoocl, and the
months and years of ado escence ale clucially
important.

But each day and rveek, ench month ancl
yeur is valuable in itself. A second bilthchy
is a day that tr mother greets rvitir a, sigh of

A Child Is a Person

regret becanse her child will nelel be izsl tu-o

again. But the clay after ancl the tlrt l rtftet'
that  are t tages, t t  too,  ages to be g i len t l re i l  f  r r l i

clue of l iving and grol' ing-feeling tlre rrirL,i

that blorvs that day or expelieucing rt nniqr.te
event and later knowing that it happenecl.

Someday he rvill stv, "We all lookecl at the

Satellite llcho the clay I rvns 2 years auil a
u'eek olcl. ]fv urother told me. lly brother
rvas 4 clars old then. IIe rvas sti l l  in t l ie hos-
pital, and he dicln't see it. I cun't reuteurber
seeing it. But I know I clid." Because the
parents felt thtrt eacli dar' \yrls r special day
in the child's l i fe. beirg helcl up at night to
rratch a dil lerent kincl of l ight f lasli iug across
the sky was n cleliglit then and norv clttr be tl
nenroly in rr 'hich the chilcl 's sense of iclentity
from tiren until non' cnn be felt as or.re.

Americtrtrs shon. their sqtl5gieltstress that
elch age has its orvn clistiuctive cliaracter by
all the thirrgs tlrtrt iu'e fitted to the child's size,
not only the crib rnd the crirclle g1'rn and the
bathinette, but the small chtir atrd ttb1e, too,
and the special borvl nnd cup trucl spoon rvhich
together make a chilcl-size rvorld out of a cor-
ner of the room. Itr sotle societies, cli i ldren
sit. l 'here adults tlo, or they may be held ou
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adult laps or carried on their mothers' backs.
Rut in Americir they have chairs of their own,
high chairs to bliug thern r.tp on a level rvitlt

adults ancl l i tt le chairs at l i tt le tables rvhere

they can look nt l i tt le books, evetr l i tt le cloth
books that cur be dlopped irtto tl ie btthtub
rvitliorit hann. In tliis llllrserv rr'ot'lcl, tr chilcl
moves arouncl on sure legs. He is not forevel
climbing or slipping or cl inging I he walks over'
to his own clurir ancl sits clou-n ori it l ike rrrl
other person.

\-ery early, too, Americatr children be-
colne persons rrho hnve thitrgs of their crl-tr.
Not only their clothes ancl the fittecl sheets fol
the crib, but t l i ings ti iat ' are their verv o\\ 'n-
a rattle tnil a bobbing plastic tlttck, l-liich
mother lenrns to ask for as politely, if she
rrants to take them arvav, as she rvoultl irsk
sorneolle for the lle\\-spir.per he n-as retrclirrg.
For,, after rl l , i t is !unior's lattle, even thorrglr
it is also clesclibed as "the pink and rvli i te one
'\urrt Eleuior grve irinr.tt It is bis rnttle now,

urcl he learns both to give it to mother tnd to

lerrch out commanclirigll '  to get it back tglitr.

l lore iri 'rportunt, pelhaps. t l ie cli i l t l  leanis to

give uid receile antl give trgaiti t l l  kincls of

tl i iugs, r-hethel the things gir-en irncl receivecl

iu'e toys ol foocl or other plossessious. Tlte

<'l i i icl 's l lame' too. is his orvn trttcl belotrgs to no

orre else in the familr- ir i l i is generttiotr. If a

boy is ntmecl after' his ftther', t l ien his father
is l3ig-.Ioe nncl he is Litt le-.Ioe ol Ionng-'loe'

and a girl ntmed after hel tnother is Litt le-

Sue, but itr artl- case thev are thetiiselves trnd

tlreir ntrnes tre theil ol-tr. Arrtl. l tter' rvhen

tlie cli i ld nreets tuotl ier chilcl l- ith the strite
llarne, the expe'rience that ( ' l ie's Joe ot' she's

$,ug-feql: is t furthe.r estetrsiotr of being a
person.

\Yherever the fan'ril5 goes, eveti the

srnu.l lest chilcl l ius a plirce. -\ plltce for his clib,

n pltrce fclr ' l i is chuil tncl for his ctr sezrt. und,
Iater, places for nrbbers autl scooter irucl
schoolbooks. Tli is pltce rvhich is ttmitrett ancl
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which is defended vigorously against all

corners is also part of the 
(tuorvtt in which each

American chilcl lives. His scooter or bicycle
tslnis nou, not so that later he l-ill be trble to

learn to drive a car or pilot a plnne but becanse
he is old enougir norv to enjoy riding a scooter

or a bicycle.

Even the familiar Imerican clream that
any boy can become Presiclent or, tocltry', the
idea that any boy may gro\y up to riialie t
journey to the moon or explore a clisttnt planet

is not a 'ir-ay of saying that rvhat is clone ts a
child matters as preparation for sometli ing to
be done later. Describing one of a rnil l ion
children, each of rvhorn migbt becoure Presi-
dent or rnake tr, lanclirrg on the nloon, this is
a way of saying sonrething importnnt abottt
being an ;tmerican chilcl in the secoud htlf
of the 20th century. J\t l ien ,I immy savs. tt ltm

going to be a senator," or Alice savs, tt ltm

going to be a ballerina," they ale really saying,

"This is part of l i fe norv. to dream of being a
senator or a brl lerina.tt In the same \ray-

I'm old! so old I can write a letter;
My birthday lessons are done:
The lambs play always, they know no

better;
They are only one times one.

And so, too, the l itt le girl whose actor parents
n'ere far arrn; in Australia could sav, ttl t-as
so sorry for my parents because they missecl
my twelfth birthday."

The Americ&n sense that a chilcl is r
person every day of his l i fe comes partly out of
our past. In any family, the first people rvho
came to this couutry-rvhether they are norv
parents or granclparents or so many gelrer&-
tions removecl that rnost people hale stoppecl
counting-rvere gro\yn up rvhen they carne here
and tbeir chilch'en rvere tlie fir'st cliilclren in
that family to be born as Arnericans. So each
day of the child's l i fe took on, ancl todry sti l l
takes ou, this extra feeli lg t l iat t l ie chilcl n-as,
and is,l iving a l ife tirat his parents never l ived.

Today, rvith the speed of change in the u'orld,
this is true also of children lvhose parents rvere
themselr-es bom here. The child is living in
an age the parents never knerv. Never before
rvas anvolle 2 years ancl a week old rvhen the
first satellite 'w-rs lannchecl. Ancl, of corlrse,
only this orle grolrp of 2-year-olcls l-ill ever
see the first rveather satellite at tlie age of trvo.
So ti ie excitenent of a fir 'st rnoment in history
trtcl a tnoruent in onr cli i ldretr's l ir.es trre \yo\-err
togetlier in oul nriurls.

'\mericrn clri ldlen tle gilen rrany acl-
r.antages through this ernplrt,"is orr t l ie pres-
ent-on today, this rr 'eeli. this r-eirr. t l i is
Christmas, this summer, t l i is spling ri-hen the
clalTodils f irst come orit, this yeirl l 'herr \\-r ' ( ' : lr)

see the Thanksgiving ptracle, x-hen u'e u-i l l
'rvatch for a hurnmingbircl 's nest bec:rrrse he
rvill be olcl enough to enjoy it. If fooci is
scarce, the chilclretr are thought of f irst. If
monev is scarce, the chilclrents clothes ancl
clelights come befole things fol aclults. If a
choice lias to be macle betrveen greeu grass {or
chilclren or a shorter cornmuting trip for
fatlier, the chilclren n-ill get the green grrss.

The -\nerican habit of thinking of chil-
clrents l ires as ralnable in themselves rvhile

they are l iving etrch clny ancl ulso as clifferent
from anv kind of l i fe t l iei l parents htrve ever
]ivecl maiies it easier for us to meet new values
for chilclhoocl. One of these tierv 'l'alues is
creatioeness, (-r'eatir-eness is a trerv clesire, so
uerv that trlthough \re lre nsking it for oui'

chilclren, uranl' people are uot quite sure rvirut
it means.

lYlrnt cioes it tneau to be stue that yottr

clri lclrerr lrave r creatioeli le?. It cloes rtot tneatt

that everv Amelicatr chilcl sl ioultl spend his

chilclhood lealnit ig the tl i ings rve think of as

especiallv ct'eatir-e in the aclult rvor'1c1-paint-

ing pictures, tnnkiug scienti l ic cliscoveries,

buikling uel- orgttnizirt iotrs, l iealing the sick,

bincling the lteoples of the earth together in

ne\\- \rilys. These are the kincls of things rve

call cretrtive wheu uti aclult brings into beiug
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somethirig ne\\-, solnething that has ttet'er

existed in the rvorld before. Tlie skil ls needed

for th.is kincl of adult creutiou lequire vely
htrrd wolk, lenming to n'rite, to think. to paint,
to expeliment, to cotultose trittsic. ^\ncl so if
$-e go clirectl l '  to chilclhoocl froni tt pictrtre of

this kincl of cleatir-e tclult. rve are l ikely 1e
picture a child sperrclitrg ti iauy lottg hottrs
prncticing at a piutro or working in a stuciio
or a labortrtorl x-hile other cli i l t lrett nre orit
at phr. IYe thinli, too. of t l ie kinds of pirlerrts
l'ho hale cleciclecl that tlieir chilclren linr-e
talents l-hich rnust be cleveloped.

This is not l'hrt t creative chilclhoocl
means. I\'hen we sa)- tliat one of the itlells
for: ,\merican pulents in tl ie late 20th centrtlv
is to plor.icle a creative chilcl l ioocl fol their'
children. l-e clo rrot nleur rr pt'epurat iorr for us-
irrg sorne specitrl t l lcnt latel brtt ratl iel ir cle-
ative l ife norv, l-hile they are chilclren that l ' i l l
leacl iu.to munv kincls of trclulthoocl. Sonre
chilclren l ' i th speciri intelests mnv rvant to
practice the pirrno ol spencl hours x'ith chem-
istry expeli lncnts ol eclit a ne\\ 'spaper or give
plays iu the snlirge. But it is not t l iese sltecial
things that u-r' rrle talking about.

Often rrhat rve mean by creati'l'ity in an
adult is ltt extra abil ity to originate something
that niakes the things thrt person cloes so sig-
nificunt. urcl conspicuous that his name is
kn<irvn to nil l ions atrd goes dorrn in l i istory.
Arrtt rve neglecf the l-tr1's in rvhich people not

onll '  r 'elnte thernselles to tntrsterpieces but trlso
lule creative nbout sriurl lel t l i ings in their orvtr
right. I3y a creative l ife for children, \ve
rlreirn u cleative l ife for trl l  childlen-not only
speciaJiv tulentecl chilch'en or specinliy briglrt
chilth'en ol chilch'en u-ith snrrre gift for seeiug
anil hearing cli lTererit ly frorn others. but all
chilth'en. \Ye meur the l i irrcl of cleativity t l iat
is possible fol er-elv cli i lcl irr evelv l i irrd of
houre iri er-elt '  I i intl of ccnrmurritr ' . \\ 'e nie:rn
rr cliance fol elelv clri lr l, ls he glou's tucl coures
to unclerstrrncl t l ie u-orlcl. to rntl ie r)e\y a l)rrt
of t l ie l-orlcl he sees. It nre:rns rri i- ing cli iklren
t clirrn<'e to clo in plar', as thev glor'. the kincl
of  t l i ing that  is  t lor re l i r  poets l rn( l  lanclsc i rpe
nr '< 'h i tects.  sc ierr t is ts  r r rc l  -qt r tesmel l  to  srrch u
snlierlr cleglee.

'I 'his rnar- seem to be contrrrt l ictory. If
orr.ly t feu' rt lults hrrr-e such gterrt cleirt ir-ity.
hol- can rl l cl i i lch'en be cleatir.e ? 'I 'his is
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pftrt l) '  becnuse cluling the time they are gro\\ '-
ing' their l-hole being is inr-olrecl l'ith grol--
ing trrl ler'. stfoliger. rrncl mole rnltule, ancl
grol-th itself is clelt ive. Errch rlrr.r '  is u ne'rv
da.v. I 'he chilcl nrirkes it so becurrse' the clri lr l
hrs grol-n. I 'his is the cltv l 'hetr. fr ir.the' f ir.-st
t i tne in  l l re  u-ot ' l t l ,  .J in t r r rv  or .  IJct tv  cun stnrr r l .
ol sl-irn a huncllecl var.cls. or clinrb tlre trrl lest
pine tree in the s-oocl. -\s cr.eirt ir-it l  i ,. cssen-
t ia l lv  r i r r rk ing soniet i r i r )g n0\y.  rL l l  t lLose r ' l ro
lu|e bu.qv gr.orvirrg rre rrrrtut'rrl lr- cr.t,rrl ive.

I t  is  pt l t lv  beciurse lerr r t r i rg  is  c lerr t i r .e .
ancl  l i t t le  ch i lch 'et r  a le lerr r . r i ing r r t  r r  rnole t te-
metrc lous rate thar i  t l rer-  e le l  l - i l1  agai r r .
Learrr ing to s l teul i ,  t l rc . r -  r r re r i r r r l i ing l r rngrurge
i tse l f  r -q t l iev f inc l  orr t  l ' l i r r t  l ' r i t . r ls  l te i rn,  l r r t l -
n-orcls trt 'e ltnt togethcr'. s' jrrrt i. t lre' t l i l ler.ence
betn-eett I ancl 1,ot1, I ntd nte, go tttcl gone,
Later, rvheu thev ru.e oicler'. thev x-i l l  use ian-
guage ns ersilv its thcr- l 'errr their clothes. arid
most people u-i l l  use lurrgutge in an elelrclirv
flshiol onl; rt lel.v r-ith the tlu.i l l  of discover..v
ancl  cret t ion t lur t  r r  ch ik l  l ins.  Le,arn ing r r r r . -
thing fol the l ir.st rit irc, rvhen it is leru'necl lr.r-
solneone l ' l io exlleriences the lerrnring us solrre-
thing thrt l ie or. she clicl, is being cr.errtir.e.

'I ' l ie 
x-nv iri rr-hich par.euts ancl te:rc,hels

let a chikl lenrl how to plal- l- it l i  his f ir iger,s
and toes, l- l iat t l ie l]atnes of the tl i ings l lounrl
hirri ale. n'l iat Jtrltpens l 'heu r-ou try to cli l ide
a lound thing l ike a ctrke iuto seven equirl
parts, rrhethet' von can touch a l ir ir ibol- ol
catch I "l igh.t bir.d" r.eflectetl on tl ie ceil ing
tlrrough a prisnt, rrhat a tnrtle cloes l-hen \.ou

tap its shell, horv vou knorr it is Tuesclav or
l-hele Floliclt is or Iclir l io, t lo lrorrse-* clie--this
is one tl i ing l 'hich determines l-l iether, or, not
a chilcl l ' i l l  l iur-e r creatir-e chilclhoocl. Etch
of  these t i t i t rgs c i rn l re ovel t r rught  in  sucl t  i i  u . tv
tl irrt the l)iu'etrts' Jlrou-leclge that , ieleryotre

llrol 's t ir is" lreconrcs mol'e rerl to the chilcl thtrn
his  ou-n scrrse t l r i r t .  for 'h im,  i t  is  r  b lancl  r re l - ,
-slrirrir ig. ru r rL r-oncler,f ul iderr.

Sonte ltrLlerrts nli l \ '  f i trd it eilsier to un_
t l e | s ta r r c l  c r . ea t i r - i t r - i n  t h i :  seu , .e  ru i r l  1d  l t u t
t l renrselves i r r  t l re  c l i i ld 's  p l i rcc l r r -  ( , ( )n) l ) iu . i r r : .1-
the chi lc l ts  expel ience at  l rorr re i r r i r i  r r t  s , . l rool
l- ith tn rrclult 's tt. ip to a stt 'angr (.ounu,\,.
Thele er-elvthirrg is f lesli atrcl neu-. 

' I ' lrc 
rel,-

conlel' cloesntt uucler.stancl a l-ord people rrr,e
saviug. 'I lrel 

at'e rnali ing r lot of sonncl_s. l)rrt
n'hetl iel ir I)al 't iculut' souncl nleil l ts J,€s or ao,
stop ot go, bello ot goodbl'e i,. u nr\-_ster.r-. Ihen
e-itclr rr-olcl rrncl plrl i tse onc lelln..-please, tuo
not tbree, botu mucb-is irn itclr-errtut.e. tncl
etch tirne olie l lses rr ne\y u-old or. lthr.nse, one
feels e'xtnolcliurrl i ly gclod. Then t bus l icle
or t felr '.v r. icle srrfell ncconrpli_checl. l, i th onlr-
a feu- u'orcls of the lurrgrurge to help oneself
rulong. nrakes orre feel (,1 nrrcle it !, '  ]Itcle
u'lrrrt I -\ t l ip orr ir stlatrge fet.r..r-. lrrrr. itrg ir
t icket .  r rs l i ing d i t 'ect ions.  urr r ler ' -s t r r r rd ing thc
iuls\\-ers in a stlunge lirugutge. 'I ' lr i .q 

is soure-
th ing t l ie  t l r t r -e ler  ner-er .  hus c lone l refp le.  I Ie
crlrt r i l)plopt' i l telr- sit.r-. t,I r i i lcle it.,t not sit itplr-.
"l r l i t l  i t. I tooli the fet.r.r-," rrs he l-oulcl _qur.
of n fen'y r.ide he took er-err-clrrl rt honte.
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IL

FOR THE GROWING,  l ea ln ing  ch i l c l ,

every da;' is filled rvitli jri-<t such ferry cross-

ings-launching out it i to stlr l l)geness ancl

finding the l-tv t l i turrpli i tntlv t lrrough prrrt of

that strangeness. The small child becotnes

&ware of a srrclclen sortud. The sound starts

and stops. Sometinies it is so loucl it rvakes

you up. Aftel a rr'hile the chilcl leanis that
the sonnd happens in tl ie stlme collter of the

room rvhere thele is a black (ot' toclay it ma1'
be a led or 1'ellorv or blue) tlting thnt cottles

apart into trvo palts, n thing thtt mother or
father sometirnes holds. Then the child learns
that l'hen one part is pickeil up, still coutrectecl
by a corcl to the other part (but "conuectecl"
is too hard an idea, still somehorv part of the
other palt), the souncl stops. This is a great

discovery. Someone goes to the telephone.
picks up one pnrt of it; the sorurcl of ringing
stops. This is a piece of a pttteru. It wil l
happen agtin. Insteacl of being frightened
rvhen the telephone rings, the child can rvait
and watch; soon, someone n-il l  come ancl pick
up the recei'r-er, and the ringing will stop. The
next cliscover1 rnfly cotne weeks or tnot.rths
lirter. A telephone is something to tnlk to.
Jlother or father picks up the leceiler aucl
trrl l is into it. Tire chilcl n'nits fol that. too. and
leirlns tl iat after the talking, the recei'r 'er wil l
lx' lrrrt blcli rvhere it rvas rrhen the ringing
l,egirn, Ihis. too, is a piece of a ptrttern, sorne-
t l r i r ,g  r r r i r le t ' ,q toc ld and expectec l .  Thetrext  s tep,
l l r ( ) l r ,  \ \ -o l i ( ler fu l l r  exc i t i lg  perhaps than the
r , t  l rer ' . .  r ' ( ) i l les rv l rerr  the receivet '  is  p l t rcecl  at
t l ie  , ' l r i1r1 ' .  er r l  r rnc l  l ie  hei t ls  t r ,  vo ice.  a f rur i l ia l
r -o i ,  e .  I ) i i r lc l r ' 's  vo ice.

lJnderstanding the Wodd

'\t this montent the clifierence betrveen

letting a chilcl learu atrcl overteachitrg comes iu.

The palettt sets the stage either by putting the

receivel to the cli i lcl 's ear or by lettiug the

child tr'1'to clo rvlitrt he hts seetr the aclults clo-

put the t'eceit'eL to his orvu etlr" Then ti"rother

can sa\' f irmly',(tNorr' l isteu to Dlclcly,tt or'ttSty

liello to Dtclcly." Or tnothel cln r-l i t unti l i t

slol-ly clas'tts on the clelightecl chilcl that he is

healiug DadclS. Puttirtg the receivel to the

chilcl 's ear, tell irtg the child l ' l io is speaking

ancl rvlitt to snv robs the chilcl of that experi-

erlce. It robs the chilcl of the tlrrill the trdult

gets as lie suclclenly liegins to truclelstttucl a few

rrorcls of a strange laugutrge.

The child has accnmulatec1 iufounation

about telephones. J\'here the lilrg cotnes frour,

l-hat makes the ringing stop, rvhtrt gl'o\uruPs

clo when it l ings, that if you l isten you cau hear

sollleone talking rrheu the sollleolle isu't iu the

room. Tliere is a. telepholte iu Glttrdtnt's

house, too, ancl you call hetr Grandtntts voice

on vour horne telepltotre tucl mother's voice

on Grntrchna's telephone. I cl i i ld l 'ho l ives in

the countr'1' learrrs tl iat t l iose tall rvooclen poles

are crl lecl telephotie poles. The part of t l ie

telephone crrllecl the receir-er is ftrstetlecl to the

other part by a long bltck stt ' i trg, the telephoue

is fastened to the l ' tr l l  b;' tuothel long black

string, ancl t ltele ale long stritrgs betrveen the

telephoue poles. Sl'allorrs sit ou the strings

in tlie evetriug, ttrtl tnother savs, 
(tl{etrr the

liumuriug in the telephone l ' i les." 
' Ihe chilcl

asks, "Catr I telephoue Dadcly ?" ]Iother ex-

plrins, "Not just norv, because Daddy has left
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his office. He is on the rvay home." On his
rvay horne, driving in the car. oll the road
where tlie telephone poles are, but A
question, "Is there a telephone iu Daddy's
car?" Again mother explains.,,No Tornmy, a
telephone needs rvires, you see." \\ 'hat is a
wire ? Strings, cords. rvires that hurn, a tele-
phone at Grandnrats ancl at t l ie office l-here
Daddy rvorks ancl here, but no teleuhone in
Daclcly's car . suclcleuly the u-hole compli-
catecl pntter.tr tukes shrrpe. Ihe telelthotres
stay in places, the rvires go betrl-een. ,, lfomrrry.

can I telephone Glnnchnn ?"

This is the creatir-e mourent. The chilcl.
l ike Alexanclel Grahani I lell, l irs just cr.eatecl
the telephone-srrclclenl.t ' . f lonr t l l  t l ie l i tt le bits
atrcl pieces of slon-ly uuclerstoocl rrreanings. the
idea of the telephone hirs corne rr;.r. Nou-iotest
it. If the iclea is riglrt, rrrr iclel nruch too cour-
p l icatec l  for . l -o l t ls .  then the rv l r . to  test  i t  is  to
telelthone Glatrtlnia. The busr. niother rvlio
fails to recognize l-hat is goinlr. on ri it\. lruve
t  to ta l l l  inex l t l ic rb le tenrpet '  t r rntnrnr  rn i  j ter .
hancls as tlre r, lr ikl, btlketl tt the eclrr-e of clis_
coler1', scl.eunrs, t(I rr-i l l  telephorre Gr.trrclrla,

I will, f will. f will !" The mother n-ho has
tine to see what is happening rvill help diat
Grandma, sirnultaneously racking her brain
for sonre substitute, sorreoue to telephone to if
Granchna isu't horne. Rut the next question
may still lea'r'e her. gnessing, ttl{omn-ry, can
birds telephorie?" ff she is lucky enongh to
lemember those sn-allol-s sitting on the hum-
ming rr' ires that they sarv iu the country last
l'eek, this rvontt be too har.d. t(No, Tornrny,
bircls don't talk the u'ny people clo. But birds
do sit on telephone l-ires the \\'aJ $ie sit on the
front porch.t'

Iforvever, for the child who lives in the
city, the problem of the telephone may be rnore
clifficult, for there nre no r-isible rvires. But
other connections that ale nrtrcle rvithout wires
are there to rvoncler about. The paracle is
going along clotlntorr'u on r ftuli l iar street, yet
the paracle is here, too. on the TY set in oul
l iving room. The rronclels of moclen) coll l-
urunication rvil l  slorrlv begin to dr\\-n. Lirter.
the school chilcl is ftcecl with tire n'onclerfir l
palacloxes of its being one tirne irr Lorrdon lt lcl
nnotliel in Neu' fu'k ancl of ther slror.t plrine
tr ip  r rhele the p l t rne nrr ives befor .e i t  s t r r f led.
- \s  a school  ch i lc l ,  he x- i l l  en jov t l rc  r ,onteur-
porart' version of t l ie l iurelick:

There was a young lady named Brighr,
rilThose speed was much faster than light,
She went out one day
In a relative way
And returned on the previous night.

t ' I clourt suppose, Granclma, tl iat you I 'eally
uuclerstancl that,tt he lnay sl) ' iu l lofty tt irre,
ah'earh' knol' ing thtrt i ie is t l ie ir iher.itol of u
future of wli ich l i is glunclltrrreuts conlcl har-c
liatl no vision trt the sunie age.

Or take the toclcllel l- ith onlv I ferv
lrorcls rr 'ho sudderrlv begins to nror-e urouncl
the loonr  touchi t rg t  l i ings i r r r r l  s i r r - i  r rg.  ( . IJot t le . t t

He is tciucli ing all sorts of thitrgs, untl errch
t inre l re lepeats,  t ' I lo t t le . "  ' I 'he 

urothel  u.ho is
t rot  t le t ' t  to  u ' l r t t  er r t , l r  urorr ier l t  l i le tns to her
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child mal just sar as he pokes his finget at ur
aslrtrrl ' , "No, I l i l l l-, thatfs not r bott. le.:r Ot' she
mnv fir'nil1' sliorv liirn t irottle or ltut his hlucl
oll one. t 'This is a bottle.tt l{ ircl she beeri
rvntching nrore closel1.,, she worrlcl have seen
that the chilcl u-rrs not mixed up lbout s-hrt n
bottle is, u-as not t iresorneh- nncl stull idlr- sar--
ing, t 'Rottle. bottle. bottle,' '  ovel antl over
agnin for the fun of chanting the u-orcl. l\- lrrt
were tl ie t l i ir igs l ie touchecl ? A glass aslrt lav,
a rvinclou-llane. r glass r-rr-se, the glass Pane in
the cloor', a glirss lanrp. Sutli lerrlv l ie l i ts the
iclen tl iat sonre things cnn be tt 'ansltrrent, sonle
ti i ings cirn be seen thlough. To asli about it,
to get l i is ir lea strl iglrt. l ie is usirrg the onlr-
rr-old he l inos-s for sonretl i ing tl irrt is trans-
parent .  " l lo t t le  l t '  I le  is  as l i i r rg t  quest iorr .
not nrlking n sttteinent of solit l  ftct.
t ' l lott le lt '  is uri appenl to tl ie glou'nrrp to ccn-
finl his cliscolerv thut t l iere rle leullv a lot cif
c l i l lerent  t lnnspi r ler r t  lh ings in  the u-or ' ld .  I f
h is  Inot l rer  fo l lou-s h i rn as l rer  rnoles u lourr r l .  us
he torrc i res o l le  t  la t rsparent  t l r ing i r f  te t '  : ruot l ret ' .
agreeing l ' i t l i  the l ikene-qs, lettins tl ie u-olcl gcr
for thc time being, she rvil l  har-e l iept for' hiui
this ruonrerit of clerti l i t\- l ' l ien he rnrrcle sotne-
thitrg Irel ' irr the tr-ollcl. trrrns1'rtt lerrc\'. rs -srrlel\-
as tire fir 'st rrrrn x'ho letrrred lrorv to rnirl ie glrrss.

Rut  sot i ie t ime-q t l re  chi l r l ' -q  c let t ior r  is  not .
as the c l iscor-e lv  of  the te lepl rorre rn '  o f  g l tss
l 'as,  s in ' rp)r '  t r  f t 'esh,  inc l iv idurr I  unr let 's t rut t l i r rg
of  something l l ia t  l i rs  been d iscoler ,er l .  i r r -
ventecl, or rnucle br adrrlts. In,.teird. it i : rt
f l ig l i ten in  g n ig l r tmt t 'e  combinut  ion of  nr isun-
delstoocl bits. -\ neu- doolbe'l l  is lrut irr. one
thrt l ings mucli loncler t lrrrl the okl otre. On
t l re -qnt t re c l r r t ' .  t  re l - .  nois ier '  \ 'a( ,u l l ln  r . le iurer .  i -
cleliveled untl is prit arr-trv in a col'nel' ju-st uncler
t l ie  p l lce l 'here t l ie  neu'  t . l r r r rg ing beJl  r i r rgs.
Tl ie  bel l  l ings:  t l ie  ch i lc l  c l inges rurd lool is  to-
x 'ard the col 'ner  f lor r i  rv l r ic l t  the sourrc l  is  cor i r -
ing.  - \  l i t t le  l i r ter ' ,  nrot l r t l  t r r l ies the l r rcurrm
cle: r t te l  out  of  t l ie  ccn 'ner ' .  i rnd t l re  n i r rc l r ine
tr.. irrl ies I holl i lr le rreu' souricl. 

' l ' lre 
r. lr i lcl lrrrrs

rru-tu' fronr tlre r-ucurrnr cleaner'. -.r.r.t l t lr i trg^.
Hele,  too.  the chi lc l  lns l ieeu c let t i r -e.  I Ie  hrrs
I r r i tc ie  somethi r rg neu- ,  : r  r ro isv r l lo l ls tet  t l r r r t  l i r -es

in a noisv cornel'. It rvil l  ttke r l i tt le pttience

to solt out this rle\y clertion so that t l ie cli i lcl
. lerlrrs 

l lrrrt t lre lucuunl clernel rrrrcl the be l

lurle nclthing^ to do x-it lt errcli otl ier, ancl t l iat
nei t l rer  is  r lar rgelous.

Or consicler ther rvorcls, lt is Monday,
tt l lonchv" is spokerr in rr t l i l ierent torte of r-oice

fronr  "Surr t l l ry t t  or ' t 'Sr t tur t l r ry . t t  I t  is  ] Ionr l ly ,

aucl er-clyone is closs. The olclel chilch'en
(' irn't f in(l t l ieir ' -qchoolbooks.  ̂ \. l ice's tnother
irus tlouble prrt ' l i inq' the lturr'h because the

srrntls-iclr lrrgs rvet'e 111 rrsed for the Surrclal '
p i t ' r r ic ' .  Surrc la l '  p icn ic-Sunclay is  c l i l lerent
f lonr ]Iorirlrrr '. r;Sunclity. Jloncllr ' . Tues-
clirr 't '-th:rt c'oll lcs out of :r booli l- it lr ytictules
of a rlog on the plge. rr, clog s-l io loolis l ike
Slrelr. "Slrep. cotne he't 'e I t 'ou ctttttt go in tl ie

c i r l  to t l i rv  ! ' :  t t \ \ - l ru t  c l r r l  is  i t  / ' '  t t l t 's  J Ion-
r l r r r - . f '  I ) ic l  t l re  t l< ig o l l  thc l ) i rge lnet i l  l loudrr l -  /
Slou'lv. thrcngli tntn.r' Lrlue Jlonchvs. Llice
rr'oucle'r 's. cogit af e,.. croIIccts er-idertce. soli leti lnes
t l r in l i ing.  sonret inre--  orr l r -  r rot i r rg.  ( )n J [oncl r r r '
r ' \ 'el ' .\ 'ol)e is ct'oss. Jlorrrlrrv is t] ie dlv l-herr
elel '.\ 'ol le g()cs soll le\\ ' lrelt ' . frrt lrel to u'or' l i  tncl
t l re  l r ig  r ' l r i l r l ten to s t ' l rool .  i r t rc l  ever ' . t 'onc is
(' l 'oss. J[on<lrrr ' ( 'ol)]os lrfte'r ' Suntllrr ' . 

' l ' lrerr 
otr

r t  t l i t l  t l r l t t  is  r ;o /  J lorr r l i l . \ - .  l l ro t l re l  is  r -et ' . t -  t ' t 'o- .s
r rboul  cr -c l l th ing ' .  - \ l i t 'e  r rs i is .  "J lorr r r r r r - .  is  i t
J lorr r l r r r - f  "  - \g i r i r r  t l re  i rnsu 'c l  l ' i l l  r r r r r l ie  r r
r l i f l e l e r r ce  i r r  t he  ch i k l ' s  t l i s co r -e r ' . r ' i r nd  i n
l l te  n ' i r r -  t l ie  ch i lc l 's  l i fe  is .  r r r r t l  u ' i l l  c 'on-
t  i l lue to ] re.  c ' t 'e i r t ive.  For  t l re  s I t t ie  I 'er rSor I
i t s  t l l e  one  t l r i r t  n r r rde  l r e r ' - " o  i l l i t r r l r l e .  t l r e
I t to t l re l  l l r i r . \ -  s i l . \ - .  " \o .  i t 's  r to t  J lorr t l r r r ' .  \or '
s top  t i r l l ; i r r g  i r r r r l  e i l t  \ - o t l r ' c c l ' t ' i r ' 1 . "  I ' he r r
t l re  nronrent  is  gorre.  I r r . te i r t l .  s l ie  nrr r -  t l r l ie
t inre to sr i r ' .  "No.  ̂ \ l ice.  1or l r r . r ' i ,s ' I ' t tcs<l r tv .  ] -o i t
l i r rorv.  Surrr l i i t ' .  J l r r r t l r r r ' .  f - r resdrr r ' .  I l t r t  I ' r r r  scr
t i le t l  I  fee l  r rs  i f  i t  rvr rs  l f t l r t l i r r ' .  i r r rd J lorr r l in '
i," t lre rlrrt '  l- lrerr ever'.r-one fc'els ti lecl lret':ruse
t l rer  l r r r -e to go l r r r t ' i i  to  u 'o lk .  l f  l re  u 'ec l ie t r t l  is
oreL l i r r r l  l l rer -  ln le 1o go l r lc l i  to  l -o l l t . "  ' I ' l ren

t l re c 'h i l11 is  le f t  u ' i th  l re l  r l iscolc lv  r r l rout  the
I t r r -s l  e l ious l l r t  r l le  of  l lor r t l r r r ' .  - \ l t l  s l ie  - . l r iu 'es
sor i ret l r i r rg of  t l re  t ' r 'er r t i r -erre, .s  o{  t l re  rn i rn rv l ro
f i ls t  i r r r -e ' r r te t l  r i  c i r lenr l r r r ' .  f r l l  er r r r i rp le ' .  b l  cr r l I -
i r rg er-e lv  t l i i r '<1 drr r ' "nrr r r ' l ie t  c l r r r - , "  t l re  t l i r . r '
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rvhen markets could be held, and then realizing
thrt tlie otirei' tn'rr clnys. rvhen there rvtrs uo
mar'l<et, coukl be given narnes thut meant "tlte
cltry-befote-market-cliw-" and ttt l ie cltv-rfter-
market-clay." And beholcl, there rvas a 3-day
rveek and & \1-a)' of telling one clny fronr
anotlier,

I lach time a piece of leaming li l ie this
tnkes plzrce, l-e ler-rl ize unerv the extlaolclinzrlv
rlunntitv of inol-leclge that all young cliilth'en
ale absollring. e\-erl iri a home l'hele the ptu'-
erlts ir le busv lncl ]ru'rssecl ol al 'e verv l itt le
i i r formed.  The chik l  is  leanr i r ig  l -ho he is
trncl l 'hlt he is, x-hut the cli l fererice is betl 'een
th ings that  a le r r l ive lur t l  th ings thrr t  nre not ,
betr-een hnmirn beings nrrcl rtrri inlls or ir isects,
l retu 'een 1 l ie  f r rur i l iu l  a i i t l  the unfani i l i t r ,  l 'h l t
is zzp and ri'hat is doran, ttrcl u-lrirt is across,
IYhen l 'e ta]Ii about nilking r child's l i fe <,r'e-
at i r -e.  u 'e a le in  i r  \ \ - ty  t tJ l i i r rg : rbout  r r< l r l ing
souret l i iug rerv to t l i is  n l tu l l l  n l rsorpt ion of
the u 'or ' lc l - l l r i iu t  l io l -  to  tnul re t l re  ler r r . r r i rg
t l ia t  rv i l l  t t l ie  p l rce rn\ - \ \ - i l l  l re  t r ro le r r re i r r r i r ,g-
ful rncl l iole rl ir-e.

One velv intlrortlnt l-av is to lt lor-it le
the concl i t ions u ' i th in l ' l i ich t l ie  c l i i i r l  h iursel t
c t tn c l i -scor-e l  t l ie  conr l t ler  t l i i r rgs i r r  t l ie  horrse.
in  t l ie  lorvn,  in  t l re  r rat r r r r r l  u- r i l l r l .  u- i t l r  j r rs t
enougl i  Jre lp to be srr re the c lues r r rc  l ig l r t .
- \ I r t -q l ive in  rnt  l i i l ls .  I f  r -ou fo l lo l '  thern
flom the spil led suglr to the pltce rr' l tele tl ier'
a t 'c  going in  u st l r r ig l r t  l ine,  errch c l l r .v ing t
t i lr l  cl lstir i of sugtr'. 1'ou l-i l l  f intl rvhele ther'
ciuiie flonr. \\- l i tt is honer' f \\ ' l iat is ir bee 1
A fel- dtvs lrrter. rt -stirrg teirr. ltes ull too u'el1
l 'hrrt ir l iee is. But u'l int l i irs lrouey to tio rvith
st ings ? I t  nrar-  t l r l ie  i r  t l ip  to  t l te  courr l l r '  o t
a, pictule it i  a booli lntl t horrevconrli to plovitle
the in fo lmrr t ion the chi l t l  neer ls- the f tc ts  of
the l i i r -e,  the becs ccnr ing : rnc l  going iool i i r rg f r i r .
clover', the beesrlirx. Left rrl l  alorre u-ith l-<n-
de' r 'uncl  <pest iorrs  l r rd c l<t r rbt  aborr t  the cor)nec-
t ions l ie lu 'eerr  l ' lur t  ln l t l iens l t  the srrnr t '  t i t r re
or  i r r  t l re  sanr t '  p l r rce or  rv i th  t l re  srr r i re  u-o l t l
t tser l  for  tu ' r i  t l i f fe lent  th ings.  t l re  c l r i lc l  is  of ten
lonelv. f l iglrteuecl, in cle.spail for, ferrr. he orrr

neoer make sense of the lr-orld. ttMrs. Jones
crlls her l i tt le girl 'honey.' Is she a bee ?)'
Clri l t lren rieecl the help of gro\ynups to get tr
lot of these tl i ings straiglit.

Becanse the chil i l . grorving rncl learrl-
i lg, cleates auel't l ie experience of inventing
a caleildrr or a telephone or of discovering the
icler of t lanspirlenct, people soineti ines speak
rus if chikh'ell \\ 'ele leperrting the histolv of t l ie
Itrurrari lttce. Loug rrgo. nrnnkiricl l irrcl to lelt 'n
u- l re le l rorrev ( 'o lues { r 'o t t t .  l ron '  t r i  r i r l t l ie  i t  , ' l r ler r -
< l t r ' ,  l iorv  to t t r i t l ie  lope.  l ro l '  1o r r 'erLr-e.  rurr l
n la i l r .  l l l iu lv  ce l l lu l ies I r r tcr ' ,  I lcn, j r r r r r i r i  I ' - r ' : r r r l i -
l i r i  a t t l r rc tec l  e lect l ic i t r '  { r 'our  the r ' lor r r1s.  r r t r r l .
s t i l l  la ter ' ,  the te lephone l r r rs  i r r r - t .n ter l  l , r '  - \ ler -
trncler Grnharn Bell. I chilt l . us l ie le,u'rs
something th l t  ac lu l ts  a l lendr  kuorv.  i -s  l t 'perr l
ing uot  the h is ton of  t l ie  huntrn lace lmt  or i l l
the histolv of hnrnan chilth'eri. Clhikh'err irr
each genelirt ion hirr-e to le-cre:rte all the tl is-
colelies irnd t 'r 'eutions of prerions gerrelatiorrs.
Orrce r rpon n t inre.  l lo  or le  could count  to s ix .
IJr r t  t j re  chi lc l  rvho is  p lu l i i rg  rv i t l i  the s i lve l
rl lrrr-el ol t l ie l i i tcl ielr utellsi ls irud l ' lro. discov-
eling six knir-es ancl six folks and six tea-
-c I ) oor r s rr n cl,. i x t rr I r I e s 1 l oo r r -r. -s r r cl tl e u I v d i sc o i'e ls
sixness, is not nirrl i ing un oliginirl cl iscoverv of
t l ie  ,s i rnrr '  l i i t r r l  : is  the mtrn u-ho le i rnred to count
lrer-orrcl l ir-e. 

' l 'he 
sixness is thele in the lrnl1'-

t lozen spoorrs rncl hirlf-rlozen for' l is. :rnd it is
explessetl in all sorts of hrrlf-clozerrs ns inother'
( 'oullts t lre l iruncllt '  r l '  rn'clels lol ls. Cli i lcl len
tl iscrx'er fol theniselles tlre u-oirclels tlurt t lrcir '

l) iu'ent s itrrt l tertclre|s ir ' lr 'elrt lv l i lro\'. 
' l ' lrose

feu' l 'ho l ieep the flesliness of r c'hild's mincl
( ' iur  go ou to the ot l re l  i i i r r t l  o f  c le i r t i r - i t r -  ts
r r  drr l  t  s .

Solre l ieople har-e ri l-.o thouglit that a
r ' l r i l r l  hr rs  i t  l ) lo l 'e  c leut ive l i fe t  i f  l ie  l i lcs very
s inr l r l . r - .  per l i i rps on i r  snr i r l l  fa lnr '  i t r ic l  t l r l t
t l r ings l i l ie  carr r l les ate e i rs ier  to  r r r rder ' - . tancl
thrr r r  e lect r ic  l ig l r ts ,  l -< lor l  l i les t l i iu i  g ts  s to l t .s .
' l ' i rer -  

th i r r l i  thut  becurrse the c l r i ld  l ives r t  s i r r r -
p le  l i f e  i u i l o l l g  t l r i ngs  t l r r r t  r r l t ' e : r s i e r ' 1o  t t t t t l e t ' -
s t :u i t l .  t l r i - .  u ' i l l  sorr re l ro l '  r i r r r l ie  t l re  c l i i l r l 's  urr -
dels t i r r r r l i r rg nro le c lerr t i le .  I lu t  t l r is  is  r rot
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necessarily so. If a chilcl 's fnther is l farnrel
rvho knorvs u. grerrt cleal about plnnts lttt l  rrt i i-
muls and cnn unclerstand l 'hrrt the chilcl is
rvolcleling lbont and u'l iele his questiotrs rtre
lencling, l i fe on a fnrru cittr l le vet"t ' ct 'errti le.
- \nd i f  a  chi lc l 's  f l t i rer  is  a sk i l le t l  nrechnni , '
rvho understuncls ubout rrtt l io trrd'f\- tui<l elec-
t l ic  s toves and a.c.  arrd d.c.  cun 'ent .  then J i ' r ' i r rg
in t  c i tv  as the chi ld  of  a sk i l le t l  mechunic cun
be equnlh- crertive. l\ ' ] iat the chilcl neerls is
someolre rviser arrcl niole experiericecl thari he is
to rvhorir l ie can go for an explurrtt ion rvheri he
is puzzlecl.

Toclal ' oru' cli i lch'en's l ives lre l iniitecl
lry the uunrbel of things in theil l 'ol lcl irbout

u-hich thel' ale led to l-oncler uncl l ' l i ich thev
\ \ ' rn t  to  n l r l ie  l lne l - :  l r t i t  r to  ot te i t r  t l ie i t 'on ' r r
frrmiiv ol in the neighixrrhoo<l krtorvs etiortgli
to gile theni the ruls\yel's. Citv cli i l t l leri a-"l i
questions rrlrout nnitntls. Thev see strrttches of
rn iur l l  l i fe  on T\- ,  t t t  the c i lcus.  l t  the zoo,  i t i
books. Tliev nsk questious about -sttgs figlrt-
ing in the spring. Thev rrsli r-hy l ' t 'etts irt it l
martins tnrke their nests itr the err-ers of houses
built b-v l l len, ol 'u-hrt l 'oulcl irappern if l  clucli
rvas aclopted bv l human being, or' l iou' birrls
fincl their u'ay l iclne iri tr stolnr. The.v wotit ler'
u-ln' lntrlutr Nol)Iell ch'ess ttp but nrule perrcoclis
l iave tl ie beautiful feathels. Countly chilclren
rvonrlel about telephoties ancl electl i<r stor-es ol
jrou' the gas lrrouglrt to the house in tnnks
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t(works.t ' Today, also, childrett see and hear

the names of countlies that did not exist as
ntrtions n'hen tireir pru'ents lveut to school-
Liros, Glirna, Iudonesia. Neu'sctrsts ort TV
introcluce thetl to tr s-orld tlrnt is unftrmilitr
to theil pnlents.

Each palt of the rich and 't aliecl l-orlcl

is sornetl i i trg rvhich tire cli i lcl tt l t lst l i lul ie i l l te\r,
l- ithin rvirich he rnust be creirt ive-the nel-
autotnntic to;, t l ie po\\ 'el steering otr the ctr',
the speciully brecl poultrv. the trervs frotn

Southeast Isia, t l ie ortit ing srteli i te. l lut if
his intelest is ir itelfereti l- it l i , a rnincl thnt
might have beconte cleative becomes dull.
Glorving up ar)long nll t l iese valied, changing
things. children u-ill learn about ench, rncl iu
that leaming feel r sense of cliscolely if tliev
do not rneet rvith lotrclblocks in tlieir' ntrrents'
Iack of interest.

Roadblocks are often the result of exns-
perat.ion. The chilcl als-avs seeurs to be askiug
questions, asking the sune questions oler aucl
or.er, harping on things. This is altnost it sure
sign that the chilci cloes not vet have the tlls\\-el'
he neecls to a question-and this is not ueces-
sarily the question lie seems to be asking. Lack
of knorvledge of any particular part of the
l'orld-machinery or hon- thiugs grolv or
rockets or economics or politics-is not the
thing that mntters. Parents, horvever learuecl,
cttnnot follorv with full entlttsinsm and pro-
vide the missing bit of infonnation that chil-
dren neecl in e'r'ery field. Rut all parents can
be alert to whtrt chilclren nre thinking rbout,
and as children get, older, pnrents can find
paths for them to follorv to the things they
ueed. The special path nrrv be a series of TY
programs on rockets or the other side of the
rnoon; it rnay be the local l ibnry rvliere a
librarian cnn find books rvith pictulesl it nray
be a rnnseurn. As long as parents realize their
chilch'en's need to look. n'onder. r'e-crente for
themsel'r-es etch nerv thing they encounter, they
can give them tr sense that sornerrhere in the
commnnity or in the Nrrtion or in the rvorld
the answer is knorvn. Or, if it is not knorvn,

Provided by

tliat in the future-somervhere-an answer

n-ill be cliscovered.

As preseut-tlav aclults gre\r rlp in 20th

centuly Imet' it ' t . ther- etlcrltt l telecl change and

leitltrecl to thirl l i  i tbottt cl lrrtrge' Froti l horses

lrrcl wrtgotts. \\ 'e \\ 'el lt to lttrtottrolri les. from

lni l lo l<1s to t r t tc l is .  f l 'o t i l  f r i r i i ts  to  i t i r ' l l laues,

f rom for t t ' - t t to to ler l  l r is tot t  r r i r l l l r r r ies to Jetst
f  lon i  fe l l ies i tnc l  t r r r is  t t i  1re i i , 'o1 i t  c t 's .  Ierr ts

ngo,  i t  n ' t rs  l i l ie  tbat- tht ' l t r i l l i t l t r i t t .  s ' i t i i  l i is

holse at rc l  \yagol l t  c le l i r -eret l  t l re  r l l i l l i : l f  (1 : t \ \ ' l l

a t rc l  o t r  co ld r r in ter  t i to l r l i t tgs t l te  t ' t  t r i l t i  r t t  t l t t '

top of the bottle froze. Norv it i- l i l ie rl is'

Ancl, rnost Anrelicans trre trble 1o i ir lt l . l l() (, l i t '

knon-s rrhnt rrouclerful t l i ings t 'the.r' rvil l  do

lrext.

But t lte child euconnters evelr-thirrg rrt

once. On one stleet. he sees the ricketl' liorse-

clralrtr cnrt rvith sltring florvers in pots, the old

ctrrs ancl tlie nel-. IIe sees electric lights antl

cnnclles l iglitecl in the strtne house. To hinr.

t l iese tl i ings ale all cotltelnlloraneous. FIe does

not knorv l-lint is lely olcl, rvhat is nelr', n-hat

rvns cliscovered yesterclty. Eacli disco'i'ery is

nerv to hiur, and title is u'rensuled only by the

nurnbel of days betrveeu one cliscovery and

another. It is this packed quality rvlt ich gives

hirn such r sense that he himself is creatirlg

the u'orld.

But to l ive in this changing rvorld, the

child has to learu that sorne things are \-erv

old, as the tl iscovery of f ire is, and that other

things belong to the l l iclcl le lges, as the lrnor'

tloes rvhich knig'lrts in stolies sotlietintes l'ear

ancl rvhich inspires snurll bo1's in cit ies to mnke

shielcls ont of gatbage pail l icls' His knox'l-

eclge of enlly Anrericuu history l ias to inclucle

some pictnres of 'rvltat a sail ing ship rrls l ike.

The sky rvas not trhvtys crisscrossed by planes I
the child nust leanr to inclucle the lirst fliglrt

of the \\'right brothers in n louger seqtlellce.

Grandprrents, either ottets otr.tt glnnclparents

or old people rvho lile in the neighbolliood, tlre

vtrluable in giving this setrse of t ime, this sense

of continuing nerv cliscovety and chatrge.

\Vhen grt't.trdmothel desct'ibes whnt it I'ts like

t 1
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to lvalk 3 miles to school in the snor-, "There
\lrere no school buses then, and sometimes
rvhen it rained father rvould dri.r'e us in the
surrey ." and horv cold it rras in school,

"f have chilblains still . . ." and what it n-as
like to drir-e tt niglit n' ith a fl ickering kerosene
cl r l i t rge lanr l t ;  thetr  the past  rv i1 l  come al i re.
Tlie olcl r 'enrerrrbeling r-oice of snrneone rvho
cun be seetr iuttl touchecl clrr gile the l istetring
chilcl his first serrse of historl.

Tli is apprecirtion of chnnges that havc
Iiappenecl alleady rvil l  give the cli i lci & sense

of clianges that are occurring norv, that wil l
occur'. Something of the glairi leur of rnunts
long historr'--of the long series of discoveries
rncl inventiotrs thitt hirr-e nrtcle inarr rnor.e itrrcl
lnore i it honre in the u-ot' lcl -s-i l l  corrie to tlte
c l r i lc l .  ' \s  t l i is  comes to h inr  in  lL  shol t  t i r r re,
t l iechik l  can {eel  as i f  in  h is  o l ' r r  l i fe t  iu ie l ie  is ,
in r seuse. r 'ertluvelirig the lorti l  bv rrhicir his
nrrc'estols travelecl f lonr 1he cll i t l le of the
lrrrtnltrr t 'ace. orel' I)urolte or. ,tfr icrr or the
ishncls of the Pacific to ^\nrerict ancl the

l ) l ' ese l r l -  r r t r r l  I r ou '  o l l l  i l r l o  > l r r t c t , .

L2
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Fresh Delights

SO. elen befole the cli i l t l  hrs lerrrnecl vell

nrtrnv rl-or'( ls ol l iou- to n-qe Ii is hitrrt ls l ' i t lr nntt '11

sli i l l ,  l ie cltr rvonclel about l l ie l-ollcl tt lottt lt l

ir i tn uncl hou- thittgs l.tt l ' l i- l lol- drrv follou-s

nig l r t .  the ' ' l lor rchl ' ' '  fee l i r rs  fo l lou-s the ' 'St t t r -

clzry" feelirrg. l iou' telephoties u'e tt 'sed. al)(l

l-hat trt irkes the l ight go olr. 
' I ' ime nrlt l sl): lce.

n'lutt cc.rntes rrfter l- l irrt. irtrt l t lrrtse l lrrt ' ts of 1il 'e

rvit l i  l 'hicli the' scientist lttt l  the ittvetrtot' l-ol ' l i

come into tl ie chilcl 's l i fe r-er'1' eal'Jv. -\rrt l t l l

the sett-ses rrle ittrpoltlut-tottcli l ttrt l t: lsl e.

s ig l i t  and -qouucl  i i r r t l  s tnel l  t t td  er-et ' r ' t l r i r rg

that ciru be clone l-ith irt it l  thloitgh lhe -'etrses.

Tliere nt'e. hol-er-ef. l lrarl\- l i i l t ls of crt '-

ativeness. JIo-.t ofteri rle llsc the rt-ot'tl for'

those u'ho nurlie nerv ttrcl beurtiful thinus l i l ie

a poern. a picltt le' or r piece of tt irtsic. irtrcl fclr

those r'hcl. lrv t l ie n'rr- t lrev sing ol clittrce ol
pla.v n nrnsical instlutiretrt. t i t ir l ie the gl'eat cle-

ations of other peclple cottte lt l ir-er. Inioug
rclults l-e often single out as cleitt i le oulr'
t l iose u'ho do tl i is nrugnificently-the glent
poet or the gleat singel folgctting hol- rrtatrv
tlansient cleliglits are le-cleatetl errch titue
the1. conre tl,rorit-t l ie perfect paltl ' ,  the lovclv
girrclen, lncl the lullabies that rre cleirtecl ntter'
each t inre thev r t le  suug.

Dnring chilclhoocl, the chilcl not onll '
letlns thrrt his r-oic'e is tr pnctictl l ' tv of get-
ting rnotl ier to coll le-{irst l ' i th a u-ail. theri
rvith t shont. tncl lntel s-ith s-olcls-rrntl of
asli ing qnestion-s. l ie rlso lealns that hi> voice
is kind of a musicirl instrrrment. the fi lst one
luunan beings learned to use. So a chilcl
learns to crol' and gulgle and coo. Lnter'.

m
l i s ten i r rg  to  the '  lu l l r t l r r '  h is  t t lo the l  s i r rgs .  o l  i f

s l re  r loes t t ' t  t lus t  l te t '  o r r ' t t  s i l l g i t tg .  1 l i t .  o t te  s l te

p i r r . r ' s  o t t  t l re  l t l ro t rog l r l l r l i  o r '  l l te  I ' r i t l i o  o r '  
' I ' \ - .

t l r t  ch i l c l  l , reg i r rs  to  s ing  i t r  t t t t t t ' .  to  i ieeP t i r r le

u- i t l i  h is  s l ioo l ) .  to  t l r t t t ce  i t l  l te l  r t l ' t i t - t .  - \  se t tse

of lhr-t1rnt is sontething l  chi lc1 c'rr l t  st ' t  j t r to

h is  bodv  be fo le  he  c r t t r  l - r t1 l i .  I l r r t  he  I i t t l s t l l t t

-s top  the l 'e .  o f  cou t ' se '  I l  c l r ruc ing  ar rc l  s i r rg i i rg

r rn t l  l i s te r r ing  to  t t t t t s i r ' .  r r r l t l  pe l l r r lps  p l r t . r ' l l l g

r r  n r r ts ic i t l  i t t s t t ' t t t i te t t l . ' t l e  tc l  l l e  p i t l t  o f  l r  ch i l t [ ' s

l i {e .  r r l l  th is  r r r r rs t  g 'o  l ig l r t  o t r  t lu l ing  t l re  r -e r i t ' s

lreln'een brr l t l l rootl  rrnd l i i r lc lergi l l ' tei l .  Lorrg

i lg^o .  e lc r l  i t t  le t ' t -  t t t t t s i t ' i l l  co l tn t l ies  i i l i e  I t r r l r '

i rnc l  ( ie ln r tn r ' .  the  l i i r r t l  o f  ln t rs ic  l leop le  he : r ld

clepenclecl otr l ' l iet l t t ' r '  or not t l tele rr-rrs i t  c() l l -

( 'e l ' t  I l i t l l  o t '  t t l l  o l )e l ' i l  l l o r tse  i l l  t l re  tos ' t t .  
- l ' ' r

r l i r v  u - i th  r i r<1 io  i rn t l  
' f \ -  

a r l t l  i l tex l le l l s i l t  lo t ig -

p l l r l i l g  t ' t ' c r i t ' c l s .  e r -e lv  l to t t te  l r t l t  l i r r t ' t '  l l r t '

u rus ic  th i r t  \ r t t s  o l l ce  poss i l r le  o i i l l  f  ( ) t '  t l r t '  fo r ' -

t t t t l t t c  feu- .  - \nc l  f r i t i l i l i 0s  ( ' r l l i  l i : t ( ' l r  to  r l l l

l i i i r t l s  o f  unrs ic  to l l t  r r r r rs ic .  thc  lo r -c l r - .  r l i t l -

{as l r ionec l  so l lgs  o l t t '  r t l t ( tes to l ' s  s i l l )g .  l l ) l l s lL '

f lonr ot l ter '  ptt ' t -s of t l ie l 'or ' lc l- t l te -qorttrt l  of

l 'hir 'h l- i l l  be less st lattge fol '  otrt '  <' l i i l th ' t 'n 1o

iLeirr t l i rr tr  i t  is fot '  t ts-cltrssict l l  tnttsi<1. t t tot let ' t t

inusic.

Pir letrts l-ho at 'e t)ot l 'el 'Y nit tsicir l  cl t t t

s t i l l  tun i  o l l  so l ) Ie  n ru , " i c  lh i le  r r  ch i l c l  i s  p l r r r ' -

i rrg lr :rppiJ.r '  l rv hinrself .  I t  is rr goocl iclel to

have i t  ju -s t  l re  t i i t t s ic  n - i t l tou t  the  s ig l r ts  t l r r r t

go u-i t l r  i t  on 
' I ' \ - .  

Sott iet i t tres. l te'ci t t tse of 
' l ' \ - .

l  chi l t l  crrn l toth n'rrtch i t trd 1i-qten to sol l leol le

plrr l i t rg t  gtr i t l l  or ir  l i i i t t to. Sottret i t tres. e' ' -

pecir i l lv aftel he htrons rr 'htrt  i tr-qt l t t l i lel l ts l t l 'e

l re ing  p l t . r -ec l .  he  cnr r  i r rs t  l i s te t r .  - \ s  t l i e  ch i l c l

gro\\ 's olcler ' .  l re t ia,r '  hrrr-e sni lr l l .  inexl leusi le,
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unbreakable records of his orvn and learn to
turn on music on the radio.

But first of all come singing and danc-
irg. These are the rvays the cliilcl himself
creates musie and dance and so later rvill be
able to l isten and rvatch with delisht. For a
ferv children, responcling to music. lteeping
time rvith a spoon on a cake tin or pouncling
the high chnir trav l-i l l  be so enjovnble that
music tlay become the urost iurportant t l i irrg
in life. These are the cliildren .nho r,r'ill rrturt
to take mnsic lessons. Thev ar.e the ones rvho
rr-ill try to plav an olcler lllother's or sister:s
guitar, ucl later thev rvil l  learn au instmment
for the school brncl ol sing in the school cirorus
or the chulcli choir.

Out of the clelight that all srnall chil-
dren ha'r'e in rhythm and rnelocly ancl in mrli-
ing the sonncls thernselves come the musicinns
of the futnre, the siugels of tonror.rol-, ancl

the members of the auclience nto listen to them
and feel le-created.

The othel arts come more slorvly thnn
dnncing ancl singing ancl beating out lhvthms
on pie pans. To rnrke a picture, er-en though
it is only a squiggle thnt vou ctrll tr uran. nreiuls
{irst learning to holcl a pencil or a cravon. To
rnolcl sornething out of soft ch1- or a bit of
clough, to nralie mucl pies ol n pattertr in l-et.
snncl, all these thiugs take skil l . The more the
chilcl lealns to clo simple things l ike feecling
himself, putting ou l i is orrn cr.lp, tving his ol-n
shoes. setting l i is ou'n l itt le table, tali ing oll
his orr'n gtrloslies, the mor.e easily he will ch'al'
pictru'es or make things out of mucl ol chy ol
rnake a patterl out of clanclelious or par.sley
ol the outsicle leayes of a heacl of lettuce.

Chilclren learn about ltatterns in nll
solts of l'ays. Pictnr.es on boxes. the design
on a r.ltg, stripes on a toNel, florvet's in a .$-i[-
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don'box or in a flon-er bed, the design on a

ilress, pictures on a lvall are all patterns. The

lovelier the patterns and the more the people

about them nre conscious of patteru and' de-

sign-the form of a borvl, the lvay some rvell-

shnpecl ilish feels in the palm of the hand-the

more readily chilclren, too, rlill recognize these

things. A picture on the rvall itr good color

and. painted by an artist rvhose rvork is so good'

that the pictnre has hung in a thousand homes

gives the child something to look at rvhen he

rvakes up, sotnething to watch and rvotlder

about.

Once, great paintings hung only in

palaces or cathedrals. Today, because of the

marvelous nerv methods of reproducing color,

a picture which in former ages rvould have

hung over the cradle of a, child l'ho rvould

sorneclay be a prince or a priucess can belong

to a chilcl in the simplest home, tlte hone that

is farthest array from the city where the

original is kept in a musenm. But this is all

very ne\y. X{any parents grew up in hotnes

without any pictures and never learuecl, at

home or in school, holv to judge betrveen pic-

tures nnd how to choose the kind of picture

that rvill open the l'orld of pictures to a child.

One kind of thing that can help here is the

guide to pictures lvhich an art museum gets

out I another is the scrlpbook n'ith stamps

reprodncing great pictures-paiutings that

hang far away in some European city-rvhich

the child cau paste for himself.

\\re sarv tliat in music ancl dance, a link

has to be provicled betrveen the mttsic ancl the

chilcl. The chilcl himself has to sir-rg and clatrce.

This is trne also of pictures and sttrtues. It is

not enough just to see them or eYell to stroke

the stone lions on the l ibrary steps or the l itt le

stone cupicls in the founttin in the palk-

though rl l this helps. The child has to fincl out
rvlrnt it is like to rnake a picture of something
or to builcl a cnstle iu tl ie sancl. It is especitl ly
inrpoltant to huve to struggle rvith the prob-

lenr of horv to put trvo eyes nud a l lose on a face.

-\t f irst the chilcl tnit l '  ch'rtrv u ftrce l ike this.
Now, if souleolle ttkes the clalon out of his

hancl ancl cloes it 
((right,t' the rvhole joy of

"trying to make something" is taken away.

Later, t l i is cli i ld l- i l l  only n'atrt to play with

cololing books ol try to copy sornething vety

sirnple like a rorv of tulips or & pussycat. Ancl

the chilcl rrill tre'r'er kno'w, as a chilcl, what it is

like to be nn artist wheu otle is gron'n up. The

chlnces al'e very great that votlr cliild rvjll nol

be tn nrtist, for only a ferv people in nuy

generation rvatrt to give their l-hole l ives to

llninting or scrtlpttt le. Rut l ie neecls to learn

rvhat it is l ike to be nu artist, to make sotne-

thing thrrt is enti lelv rterv nrtd l ike nothirlg else

in the world, trl l  by hirnself.

lIanl' tt lults ule too busy, too shy, nnd

too nnceltain of their' hautls and eyes to tntst

themselves to yruint ol ntotlel in clrry ol 'to ntake

ulythirrg n'rore cotitplicutetl thurt n floller bed

or utr ice<l t lesign on tr bilthclt ly cll ie. But

chikh'en hnr-e trot let letlttecl to be shy. Given
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crayons, rvater colors. or poster paints, most
cli i lclren l-i l l  rrsh alietcl rrith clelight rnakirrg
pictules tl iat nle bliglrt ancl nerv and cli l lelent.

It is part of the cioseness betr-een
grou'i h irncl clerrtir-itv thrt the pic,tur.es paintecl
bv chilrL'en al.e sonletirnes velr- cleliglitful.
anlrsing. er-en l letutiful. It is frrn to ltut
tl iem rrp on the rvrrl l to looli at for a s-hile. rncl
it is furr to go to tl ie kincielgtrten or' f ir.st gr.:tt le
lurcl see an "exhibit: '  of x'hat vour cli i ld hr,q
matle. I lut it is tr niistlke to tt 'eat a chilcl,s
l 'orl i us sclnrething etit ir.elr pet'utanent. It is
soniething to be erijoved nou-. Later it can be
thlol 'n al 'av to nralie room for uetr- pictul 'e,q-
or it can be put arvtl-, i f vou ha.r-e roonr to l ieelr
nrenrentos of etch chilcl. Otlienlise tr child
Iray strrt copling hinrself. atrt l no chilclts rvor' l i
is ir 'olth copving. ft is ir irpoltlnt just becruse
it is f lee aricl fresh nlcl the chilrl 's ou-n.

Doing cr.eatir-e thitrgs u-ith l-olcls colnes
latcr  thun rnaki r rg ln ' ight-colo le<l  p ic tut 'es on
pnper. If children he:rr. l lot of poetrv-if
pocrirs ale lercl to tlrern ut l iolre or the\- l iear.
poet lv  in  l is tening gfo l lps r r t  sc l ioo. l  o l  i r r  t l ie
l ibll lr- or on chilch'eu's l iour.s on T\--sorrre of
thern nr t r '  -q ta l t  to  rnul ie  up l i t t le  lerses fo l
theusellc-q. This is l irrcl to rio. Other. chil-
dren rnaY be cotrteut to recite oler rlrrcl or.er.
sorne of the I ' l irniing l.orcls thev har-e l iett lcl :

Twinkle, twinkle, little star
How I wonder what you are . , .

Roslein, Roslein, Rosleinrot,
Roslein auf den Heiden

Tiger, tiger, burning bright
In the forests of the night . . .

Au clair de le lune.
Mon ami Pierrot

There was a knight riding from the east
Jennifer gentle an' rosemaree

Adeste fidelis
Laeti tr iumphantes

These are rvolds hearcl, only half nnclelstoocl,
rvhose lor-eI1. sonncl the cliilcl htrs ciuglrt and
can repeat.

lfemorizing poetry is one of the best
rvr.vs of lerrlnitrg to use ltrngutge beurtifullv
rrncl l l tel orr to l-r ' i te rvell- letters or I 'eports,
stolies or ri l t icles ot' eyeil poetrv. Par.ents-
ancl grandpm'erits-rvho thetuselves en jo;-
rrreniorizing citrr er]coru'age clri. lch'en to rlo so,
:rrrcl grrrntiurir lrelps l-lren -qhc recites sotnethitig
-' lre leulrretl s-hen slre \\ ' irs a l itt le girl ancl
l-hen she sings to the cli i lcl rvho lrl ings her n
pussv u- i l lorv:

I know a little pussy,
Her coat is silver gray,
She lives down in rhe meadow,
She never runs away.
She always was a pussy,
She'll never be a cat,
For she's a pussy wil low.
Now what do you think of that?

Chilclren also lor-e to learr bv hellt t l ie
stolies in their f i lst boolis. This is l l i incl of
i 'pretetirl leatl ing.'t Ther' lear.rr l 'hicir pic-
tures go l ' i th l ' lr icl i u'orcls: t l iev crur tunr tl ie
pnges u i t l  t ' r 'ead. ' t  This  is  iur  import r r r t  s te l t
tol-artl lell reirt l ing. If childleri ul 'e ellcorlr '-
aged to leirt l ntirnv lrocll is full of lt ictur.es. r.er..r-
often thev ciitr lett ltr to leirt l l tefole the.r- go to
school. IJrrt -sonre childlen l-i l l  lre hrrppr- ju,st
l is tening lnd lepet t ing the sto l ies thev hear ' .
l - l re ther  t i ie l  r r re s to l ies in  I ' l r lnre or ' lust
s tor ies.  T l rer-  r t le  l iuuglv to l is terr .  i rnd rnoth-
et 's  rv l io ,qee t l ) i ' r1  t l rev heul  r r r i r r r l  s to l ics nr .e
gi r - ing t l rern u ' l t r r t  t l lev iu 'e  lnutgr . r -  for ' .  l ' l r t ' r 'e
a le r r l l ' i r . r - - .  sorr re c l r i l r l len- t r r r l  t l re l  r r lc  I ike l I '
l o  l , e  l , o t ' s -  n l r o  r r i t t r l  l r ,  l 1 p ; 1 1 .  l l r e  s l t t r r e  - l , , t . r '

c l re r  i r nc l  o \ -e r ' .  e l e r J '  n i g l r t ,  1 ' o r  n ro r r t l r s . ' I ' l i i s
r i l r rv  seent  r l r r l l .  l r t r t  i t  rnerr r rs  t l r r r t  t l rer-  a le
l e r tn r i ng  so r r re t l r i r r g  e l s *  1 ,e r . l r r r 1 , s  r l r r r t  i i f e  r s
le l i r r l r le .  t l r i r t  lou c. r r r r  r Iept ' r r r l  or r  goo<l  t l r i r rgs
to l r r rpperr  i rg i r i r r .  I ro l  r . l r i l r l r .cr r .  i r - .  {or  rnost
gro\ \ ' ln l l ) , { .  i t  is  r r ro le f  r r r r  lo  err  jor .  r r  goo( l  s tor \ .
u ' r ' i t ten l rv  sorneorre t ' lse t l r l rn  to t l . \ .  to  r i i t l ie
o l le  u l ) .
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But this is not true of all children.

Some rvill never enjoy tnernorizing. Some

rvill rvant to rnake up their olvn stories. Tliey

cannot put ttp rrith everything alu-lys lurppen-

ing in exrctly the same rray-s-ith Red Iticling

Hooil alx-avs haviug the satrie things in her

basket. rvitli Jack nll'ays going up tlie liiil rvith

Jill, rvith lfickel' Ilonse nhvn; s nreetirrg
(ioof1.. They niust truke rip the stories theln-

selr-es ol change them. It is iurporttrnt. thetr.

t irat paretrts c1o uot intet'fere nucl saY' ttBttt.

lIaly, ,Jucli rvetrt up tl ie l i i l l  x' i th ,I l l l ,  not ][ iss

l{uffet." Ali the good stolies irt the l-ollcl

hrve cotne flonr people rvlto gctf t iretl of the

olc l  ones at r t l  c l ruget l  theni  ' l '  l t t r t r l t  l l l )  l l ( r \Y

or les.  So let  the storv go u- i t l i  o l r I  c l t r t l i tc tet 's

t lo ing t l i ings l - i t l i  l te \ \ '  o l i t 's  r r r l t l  l r lo ts  lh l r t

dorr ' t  mul ie  set tse.  Let  t l re  c l r i lc l  r i -or l i  i t  or r t .

Later the real stor.r 'tel lel u' i11 httve time

errough to l -ork l ia lc l  i r t  ler t l r r i l rg  hol -  to  r r l i te .
'I ' l ie cli i lcl trol ' js lt lrrl i irg rit stolvtell ing, pllr--

ing at rhyuies.

As chilch'e'rr gron' olcler, t l iere rle othel'

l i inds of plal ' u"it l i  l-orcls, There trre the l 'ot 'd-'

that go rr-ith juuipiug lope ancl t l ie l-orcls rrtrt l

r 'hvnres fcn' cor.tntirrg out in glt lnes. 
'I 'heu the

tinre frx'riclclles u'i l l  coli 're. Ofteli the riddles

clo not seenl \-et'Y ari ittsiug to gron'nups rvlio

hur-e folgottetr l ios- l l iev u."ecl to erl jol- rrsking,

"I)ci lou l inol- ' \tnos?'t "^\tnos rr-ho?tt tt--\

niosquito." Or'hou- thel' coulcl trsli agaiu urcl

itgrtin. "\Yhtt 's blttck nnd r-l i i te rrrlcl lecl all

oye r ' ? "

IYitl i  t l ie riclclles cotne tlte jolies. t ire

ones thrrt chiltt 'en tell etch otl iel ' l tncl t l ie oltes

thev mirl ie up. I lost of these jolies seenl

prett-1' feeble to tclults. IJut u'hen chilt lreri g<r

to scliool utrcl begiri to 
.lrrugh 

rrt joltes l i l ie these.

puler i ts  co lne to lenl ize the le l l t ionsl r ip  l le

trveen lungltter irttcl ltge. Itcople of trl l  rrges

clrti errjol- :t brlrr- 's l letrl of lrruglrter'. altt l  er-err'-

boclv. tclults arrtl t i l t ler clt i l th'err. crlrt plrtv l leek-
irboo ol etigilge in t chasirtg grtnle tl i i l t  t l t lorvs

tl ic chikl irtt o tu ecstit<'r ' of cleliglitetl lrruglrtel '.

I lu t  thele col i les i t  t i t i t t r  rv l ren c l r i l t l lc t t  seel t i  t r r

be l tughi t ig  at  noth ing at  r t l l  or  r r t  t l i i r rgs t l i r r t

are not funny. Recognizing this dif ierence

betrr-eetr rvlrttt is {nnny ttntl r'ltat is tiot is one

of the \1' t lys \re relr l ize t l iat chi ldleu l t l tve a

rvorlcl of tlieil ol-rt' -\lti it nitrkes it harcler

fol acluits.

I t  i ,s hnt 'det '  to l trrgh tt  r  jol ie thl l t  is

no t  f t t t t t rv  o t '  t r t  t i t l i e  se t ' io r ts l l  n l l  e i l . cv  t ' i c l r l le

t l r r rn  i t  i s  t r t  e r r jo r -  r t  t l t ' i t l r  i i tg  r l f  r t  r i r r r t r  s ' i th

t \ \ ' o  e . \ -es  o t l  o l l ( '  s i t le  o f  l r i s  l ie r r r l .  ] l r r t  t l re

l i t l t l l es  r r r tc l  jo i ies  r r le  d i lTe le r r t  f t ' o t i i  t l re  l i t t le

c l r i l r i ' s  so l lgs  o r  the  f i t ' s t  t l t r t l ' l i s  l r t '  r i i i L i le  u ' i t l r

( ' i ' i l lol l ,q. I l ic l t l les uicl  jol ies i l l  t '  urIIr i( ' t '  rr l ld

t l re  c l i i l d  i s  lea l l l i t rg  i t l l o t t t  g i t t t tes  u  l t i t l  r t

gtrnre is, this rel lu'kable set of fr t t t l l r '  t ' rr l t 's

thtt  tnake i t  possible for plr i ls or glr lr t l rs o1'

chi l t l ren ol 'glo\\ ' t tups to plt l -  together i t l t t l  t tot

quun'el,  t i iost of t l ie t inie'  - t  chi lcl  s- l io t loe- '

r iot lett ' t r  t tbortt  git t i les i t t td nrles is telr i l l l r '

l rrrrrr l i r :rrppei l  in l l laving I ' i t l i  othel chi lclren'

\ \- l iert solt le'olte l t ' " l is rr l ic lcl le i t  is a nrle t l iat the

otl ier persoti  hirs to grtes-c-ol '  at lerst pletencl

to guess. 
' Ihe 

cl i i ld ktrou-s \-ot l  r t l ' r '  pretetrcl-

ir ig just t , .  i t i  ot lrel g-ir l l les u-hetl  people l l leterlr l

to  be  t ' i t "  o r ' t ' t l e r rc l . t '  So  i t  i s  l )uo l )e l '  to  i r l )p le -

ci ir te the question. " lYhv cl icl  the r lororl  t iptoe

prist t l ie niedicitre cir l i i r let ?t '  ( t tSo he l 'oulcln' t '

l 'uke uyr t l ie sleeping pi l ls.")

. Iust as the jol ies rrnrl  t ' ic lcl les clon't  secttt

velr furtt i t ' .  so the t l i i r igs olt let chi i t i lett  t l tke

sel iot islv often clo l iot seel lr  so rel\-  sel i 'ou. '-

the i i lgrtt tretrt  l l l lott t  rvhetlret '  t l re I ' r i r t tel  I 'eal lv

rt icl  get to l i lst brlse. the i t i ipoltrt l lce of t t l lc-

p l ron ing  to  i t  schoo lnr r te  jus t  l r r i l f  r r t l  ho t t t '

i , f ter '  -*. l toui is out. the i tb- 'ol t t te r iecc'ssitr- of

h r r r - ing  i r  p t r l t i t ' r t l i r r '  l i i r r t l  o f  c r r tc l re r "s  l i r i t  t '

I Ie le  t l ie  g i t lnes  ' sh : r t le  i l r to  le r r l  l i fe .  T l ie  c i l t le l

ch i l ch 'en  r r le  ' s t i l l  P l r i r - i r lg  g i l l l l cs .  bu t  r r t  the

s t tue  t i t t re  t l te r -  i t le  le l t l r i i l rg  l -h t t  i t  l i t t ' i t l t s  to

ab ide  b1 ' the  mles .  to  l ieep  i I  l ) l ' o l r l i se .  to  l ieep  i r r

s tep  u- i th  t 'o t t t l t i t t r io t ts ,  to  ( : l l ' l 'Y  th lo r rg l i  l l  1 l l : r r l '

Scinte of the f i l 'st  grl l l les t l l t l t  pt letrts

plrr l  rvi t l i  t l rei l '  chi l t l len lelrt l  r iot to folt t t tr l

g'^, ir . .  Ji l ie hopscotch or '  l l i t lc-nttcl-seel i  or brrse-

ba l l  o l  chec l ie ls  c t t '  t ' l tess .  l l r t  to  t r l ro i l le r  l i i n t l

o f  "p l r r1 ' . "  
' l h is  i s  t l i e  p l tv  rvh i< 'h  in  t l ie

t7

Provided by the Maternal and Child Health Library, Georgetown Universitl



grownup world is the movie or the stage play.
ft begins rvith ga,rnes of (,rnake-believe"-a

game like ttpeekaboo,tt in rvhich the grorrnup
and the baby preteud that tJre grorvnup has
gone a$'a)., and every time the handkerchief
comes off the grou'nup's face the babv explodes
rvith deliglit. The same exploding laugliter
comes later when the child can hide and mother
tries to fincl hirn, rvhen father pretend.s he is a
lion, rvhen the child pretends De is a lion. This
laughter is part of the way human beings learn
to be less frightened. The baby is terribly
afraid mother rvill go a\vay-so he rocks with
laughter when it is only play. The 2-year-olcl
who hides is terribly afraid she rvon't be
caught. Father is very big and something like
l  ginnt nny\\-{ ly.  ' \ \ ' l ren 

he turns i rr lo a l iorr ,
this is both more and less friglrtening because,
after all, he is not really a lion even if he is
a giant man.

Little children invent all sorts of plays
of their own, little girls with dolls, boys and
girls *'ith dolls or toy animals or pets or other,
often younger children. They play fnther and
mother. They play doctor and nurse. They
play school. They spank and scolcl their chil_
dren; they play tliat they are far away, that

t ireir parents are dead. that there is an air raid,
that they are getting nrnlried. The plays that
children rnake np thetnselves are just one step
nrvay from the plays thtt were invented ages
ago, plays like peekaboo, or ,'Ilere's tire chnrch
and here's the steeple . . ." or (,This 

l i tt le pig
n 'ent  to  market  ,  .  . , tor

llere's a ball for baby,
Big and soft and round,
Here's the baby's hammer,
See bout be can pound.!

Later, out on the playgrormd, on the
block, or in onets ol\-n rooln, there are nerv
kinds of plal s. Girls daydream about riding
horses. Of course, very fen- of them hnve real
holses to ride, but thev have litt le glass or
potterl' horses. pieces of riding costume, or
books nbout horses. The spurs one girl ha.ngs
on tlre wall, the copy of National Veloet ar'-
other keeps by her bedside, tlie four little
Chinese pottery horses another stands on her
desk-all ale part of one great shared day-
dream for American little girls.

Tliis is the t,ime when boys and girls
have least in common. The girls are grorving
faster ancl n'anting very hard to be grorvn up;
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the boys are holding back, wanting to be males
but not men yet. Boys play rvith the complexi-
ties of machinery, radios, or rockets. Some-
times a boy builds a small scene in lvhich he
himself is the engineer constructing the
bridge I sornetirnes he builds rnoclels or acts ont
lvhole scenes. If boys are given space tnd
materials, theil creatility can begin to lelrrte
itself to rvhat is going on in tlie wollcl at'ourtcl
them. Girls, as they clayclretrn ancl talk and
read about horses, are thinkirig about grorviug
up and moving array and being in commrnd of
their lives; sometimes tlier nre the horses, and
sometimes the liders, So, too, boys, as they
think about rockets nnd atornic submarines, are
thinking alnnt what they are going to be, as
males and as lnerl, rvhen they are older.

\\'hen they reach adolescence and the
lvhole cluestion of establishing a separate
identity cornes to preoccupy them, tliere will
again be an elernent of "let's pretend,') of try-
ing on & new personality for a day or a. rveek.
Girls rvill change their hairdo el'ery 'week.

Boys rrill experiment with different clothes
and different kinds of language, and they rvill
be grufr or noncht-rlant or haughtily sneering,
looking at life from many different angles,
trying to find the angle tliat is their on'n.

It is just as important for children to
make up their orvn plays as it is for them to
rnake up their orvn stories and paint their own
pictures. Later', in school and on religious
liolidays, tliey will begin to be ',in plays."
And some day a very ferr of thern may act in
a great and famous play like A Mid.summer
Nigbt's Dream or Romeo and luliet, But in
nursery plays rvith clolls and toys and pets, the
child is not only an actor, he is the playrvright
also, the creator, mtrking up life as the play
goes along, making it new, making it the rvay
it ought to be or could be or might be.

Children rvho clo a lot of playmaking
may want to((give a play." This means ex-
actly rvhat it says. The play has to be given

to someone, to an andience, to people who come
and watcli urd cltp. -\ucliences neyer come
unt i l  they are iuv i tet l .  unt i l  the t ime rnc l  the
plnce l itrve been tnnottrit 'erl. 

' I ' l ien 
thev should

come :rtrcl sit rrn<l ri- itt, '1t-rrntl r-l i tp. 1Sorne
chilch'en l l l ir\ '  never' \\- iurt i lu i iLrrl icrr, 'e. lYlrrrl
goes  on  be t l t ' ee t r  i r  l i t t l t ' l r , r t -  i t t r , 1  i r  u ' l i o l e
ruetrager ie c l f  r roolet i  l r t t i t t i r r ls  r r  1 ,1,111' .  l r  t i l lc t ' .
I t i  e le l t l r i t t r t .  t t  ] i iurg i t t 'oo.  i r t i t l  i r  t r r , , r rker- - t i r t t \ '
be r-er'r '  strictlv his plir-ate plLrr-. r

This  is  one of  t l ie  touchiest  p i r f t> of
g iv ing chi ldren n cret t i r -e l i fe .  t ' , , , . r , , .  , r , ,  t , '
to help. Children rvho clontt herrf nll lsi, \\.{,1r'r
learn to enjoy it. Children l 'ho clrn'r i ieirr '
singing n'on't learn to sing. Clhil<llen s'lro
areltt danced with rrontt leanr to clirnce. It
takes both pictures on the n-all ancl plptl rrucl
crayons to gire a child the idea that he ciru
tnake a picture. Ancl, conlinually, cli i lch'en
come to rrant an audience, someone rrho n-il l
( in'atch rvhile I dance,tt ancl t ' l isten to rne sing."
ancl '(see m1' picture-tliat's tlie President
going to the moott,lr ancl "l isten to my story,rl
and ttcorne to our play.tt

Yet rvhile children rrant an audience,
they rvant to do it all by thernseh'es. The par-
ent rviro steps in too eagerly to correct the tune
or the dance step, to put a feu' lines in the
drarving (or even criticize it), the parent rvho,
unasked, offers to make the costru'nes for the
play or to un'rpire the ball garne has spoiled the
shorv. ft isn't the children's shorv ally lnore
rshen the parents have taken over. Yet all
the tirne the children rvant help. If the play
requires Daddy to be a lion, they l'ant him to
be a l ion. If there is no purple paint fol a pic-
ture that requires purple paiut, they mnst har-e
purple pnint. A crorvn for a king and a top
hat for a president must be found or borrorved
or made. So the secret the adult needs to learn
is to let tlie child ask for help, not to ofier help
unasked. The child n-ho asks for help feels
strong and confident. He is just getting a
little assistance oll the side or calling in some-
one to admire hislvork. Given help that lie
doesn't n'ant, the child feels cramped and
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fenced in. The child *-ho brings you his pic-

ture or nsks yot-t to cotne rvhile he gives a play

is free and creative.

Tlien there is all 'ays the qtiestion of
rvhich of the things a chilcl is i loing he rrants
to shtrle. ancl l'ith l'honr. ln ouly cliilcl n-rrv
have u iot of t l i ings he l 'ants to clo bv hirnself
or rvith an imaginu'r p.layrnate ol x-it l i  l i is
tcys or pets. Brotl iels ancl sisters htve plots

ancl special plars tl iat they l ike to clo together',
rvithout theit '  palents. Neighiroring cli i lclr 'en
rvith a good plnce to play a big l iackl-lrcl, i t
gal'age. un attic, a btsetnent roorn-nlu\ inr-eut,
all kincls of ttsecret" gulnes. Parents l iu-e to
lieep nn eye on 1liese garnes to l ie srtle tl iat t lrev
are not clugerous or clestt 'nctir-e. t l iat the
house cloesn:t get set ou {i le. that no one is
Iockecl iu tr closet, thrrt. t l ie crrrefull l '  pilecl
rveekts lr-n-.hittg isntt topPlecl otrto the floor'.
But t irne of orte's ol-n a l ife not shirrecl rvith

anvone tl l  the time-is essentit l for the cre-
ative l ife.

It is really quite easr to see l-l iv ali
creatclls-cli i ldren and glou-nups-neecl pli-
vacv as l 'ell as ur appreciative auclience. Pri-
r-acf is neerlecl for prtcticing, t lving things
out. rehell l '-cing, trf ing to get t[e prri lt i lg o1
the story or the ne'n' pelfomrance right. Tli is

is the time x-hen the child has to be free to

experirnent by himseif. \Yhen he is olcler, he

neecls to be able to shut the clool of his room

and harrg a sign outsicle. tt l(eep Otttttor tt lfen

at JYork.tt lYlien tu-o cliildlen shure a roolrlt

euch slioulcl have sotne tirne to l i irnself. ChiI-

ch'eu neecl this liind of pt'ivacv er-etr l-heu they

rure rrot doirrg nnlthit ig that seettls a bit cre-

lutir-e-rvlren theT at'e grou-ing ot' iust u-oncler-

ing irbotrt u' ir itt thev lritr-e leat'ttecl.

Chilclren neetl a place to be

It cloes not hale to Le t rootit. It

co l 'ne l '  on the sta i rs :

Halfway down the stairs
Is a stair
Vhere I sit.
There isn't any
Other stair

Quite like
It.

It crn be up a tree or lrcli i t id the cru'tains or

bacli of t ire 
'I ' \- -set ol jrt,.t stnrrtl ing irt t l te col-

nel of t i ie l ir ld. ' \ chilcl tteetls tr place to sit
or -qtlncl ol l ie. to be trvtl ie ot' [t-q]eeP rrs he

plerrses. to tl i inl i or-er l i fe.

Chilch'en neecl a piace to nralie thirlgs.

especiailv the tl i ings tl i l t t l t l ie rtp sllrrce tt icl

the tliing-. tliev rvitut to l-ot'li ort for rt long

time-a lol- of r[61]-s. for itrstltttce. rr 'ho l irr-e

to st:rr- irr sc'l iool all chv. I ivetr in a \-el 'Y

small house. soli le plrrce catr lte fourrcl l- ltet'c

the tl i irrg-. lrrit l  out for n Plitv crttt be le{t un-

distulbed. I lut the lrest plncc. of cottr '""tt. is

one l-ith rr t lool thrrt rvil l  slrut :rttt l  that is useel
' irrst, for plav. Countrv cli i l th'eu hale olt l

s-ooclshetls aucl htv rlou's to lt lr.v irt. Citl
c,hilrh'en -sotnetirttes l iave to pletencl thltt tt ttr ir '-

lci l- r lottble-tlecliel becl is lu upli le tree ol att
Incliarr cirnoe or a 

'}rtrn 
ol ir spnces)iip.

So tttnnr' chilclretr's plrrl 's begin rrith
('Let's pleteticl.tr This s-orcl, pretend, is otte

of t l i t '  niost useful l-orrls r-e hale iu inali ing
t creirt ive l ife fol chilch'en. l lrrl i ing thitrgs-

a lone in.
cnn be a
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pictnres, stories, piavs-ancl con-rir.rg to uuclel-
stuncl t l i ings b1- phf ing l ' i th them rre s-rvs
of lenluing to lmol- the rl iffelerice ltet,l-een
l - l ia t  is  r i l 'e11 ' :  and l 'hut  is  ; t l i le terr r l . t t  The
li l l iv plrring peekaboo cloesn't clv l-hen his
rnother co\-el 's hel fuce tl iough lie nriglrt if
slte u'etrt ont of the loonr. In the real n-olkl
everyolle, chilclren ancl grol-nups rl iJie. has tcr
corne to glips s-it l i  leal thitrgs thnt citnnot be
chrurgecl. A clinil is a cliair, not a chariot or
a jet plane. -\nc1 onlr rftel vou har-e leirluecl
tirat it ls a chair, rneant to be sat on. call l-ou
full l- enjol pretenciing "it 's ir jet yriane.' '  ^\
chilcl n' l io is tf laicl of goblins ol beurs uncler
the stairs or things tl iat go buuilt in t l ie niglrt
cloes not yet l i irr-e tl ie ft 'ee<lorn to enjor pre-
tentl ing tl i trt t l iele are goblins in tl ie closet or
lreat's ulclel the becl.

Llter'. the olclel chil i l  rncl the acloles-
cent u'i l l  be tble to tlr- orit ailult loles. to thil l i
about l ' i iat it s-oulcl Ite l i lre to be ir pilot ol rr
l lr lrse. a dancer'. a rirountail cl inilter. r Cou-
gl'esslnan. l- it l iout getting confusecl betu-een
ftrct ancl clnt'ch'elming. In lmericrr, Srnta
Claus is one of the u'avs l 'e have for tercli ing
chilch'en a l itt le at a tiure about l-hrrt is teul
ancl l-hat is pretend. -\mer.ican children ale
rnearit to stalt out l iv belier-ing in Santa Clans
t'rncl t l ierr to coure to find out about him, not as
a big shock ancl a disappointrnent. irut gr.atlu-
ally b.1- letrnring to enjoy tl l  the trouble Dnclcll '
or L-ncle Jinr ol Glanclpa or the school pr.in-
c ipal  hacl  to  go to in  ordel  to  ( ;bet :  

Santa Cluus.
I ' l i is u-hole process of believing, then bcgin-
ning to suspect, ancl f inrl ly recognizitrg Ftth-
er's shoes for sule helps to keep a balance be-
trveeu the tl i i trgs tl iat tre reul nnd the thirrgs
tirat rnan. ns an trrt ist ancl a plavl'r ighr, a
storvteller'. l ias tlevisecl t l i loughout tl ie rges to
eltl icl i l i fe fol cli i lch'en aucl aclults alike.

Some people all t l ieir l ives keep an in-
telest in ttseeing behincl t l ie scenes.t ' Tochl'
some radio sttrt ious broaclcast orcliestra re-
hearsals so tl ie l istenefs can hear musicians ancl
the concluctor trviug ancl then trving ngirin to
turn theil playilg into rnusic. Letting chil-

ch'en watch reliearsrls. watch the rctors trl. ing
or] t l ieir costuli les. I-atch a dog leirr.niug ne$-
t l ic ' l is ,  u-r r tch the c i t 'cus tent  being put  u1r  or
trrl icrr clclu'rr-r11 tl iese 11l'e \\ 'r l \--q irr l ' l i ir: lr chii-
cllen c,trn ,sllrryerr theil sensc of the rl i i ler.errce
betu'eerr the lcrrl l 'or'111. l 'het'e r 'oil t. i lnlrot
n i r i l ie  the suu shine u-herr  i t  is  r ' , r in ing.  urrc l  the
u-ollcl of t lre inrrrginrrtion. l-here ntert rio nol
hur-e to ln  l -h i te  or  lec l  o l  b l i r r ' l i  or  r -o l lo l -bLr t
cirn be gleen ol blue. if r-ot l ike. anrl the sun
irrrcl t lre l iooll cln ,. l i irre br.iglrt lv irr thc s:rure
sll-.

Later ' .  fo t 'ch ik l 'eu of  10 l t rc l  12,  thele
wi l l  be r r  r l i f ie lerr t  l i in t l  o f  * -o i r rg-behinc l - t l re-
-scer)e to enjor ' .  for '  exrrnt l r le .  t l rc  lD.eprrr . r r t ior rs
dcpi t r t t i rerr t  i t r  rL nrr rserrnr  u ' l re le s l i i l led c l i r f ts-
nten tit l ie t lre t;colol note-{' '  l t.clrrglrt bacli b.v an
explorer f lonr tn ^\fl icrrn jungle ol fr,our tLlr
t l re  ̂ \nr tzon r r r rd t l ie  s l i i r rs  of  r .err l  r r r r iur r r ls ,  the
ferthels of reni birrls. : iutl inri l i l  n lurbitrit
group lo I 'e-creitte fot' visitot's to tlre nnrsount lr
serrse of t l ie jungle rrntl i ts c,r 'eirtur.es. Ancl
u 'hen the ' .v  ru 'e r i  l i t t le  o lde ' r 's t i l l .  ther-  nnr  go
orr  l is i t , r  to  t i r i r l i r re  l r r l rorr r to l ies o l  to  iur lust  l i rL l
l r ibo lato l ies r r l rere r re l -  l r last ics iu ' i '  t i i r t , l r  t , ,
l- irtch l 'ol l i  i tr progles-s.

I t  i s  a l so  i n rpo l t r r n t  f o l  r r r i , l l r ' . t  r r r , l i ng
le iL l  n - r t l i c l s  l t r r l  P t ' r ' t e l r i  u ' o r ' ] , 1 .  t r ,  l i t r r l  \ \ ' i l \ :  ( ) f
g i l i r t g '  t he  c l i i l t I  i l  : ( , t r - r ,  , f  : r  u - i r l l t ,  u , r l l , 1 .  - \
1 ' ru 'nr  is  o i re l i i r i r l  o f  n ' l io le rvr i r ' l t l .  Or i  r r  f r rnrr
t l ie t 'e '  rLt 'e  chic l i t ' r rs  i i r i r l  t .ou-s.  t  l re  foocl  is  grorv-
ing fo l  t l re  cou's  to e l t ,  i t r rc i  t l ie  rnuiure is  put
lrrcli to l 'el le\\ ' t l ie strength of the lrrntl. Chick-
ens laf- eggs, itrrcl lanrbs und cll les rle bour tcr
dlinli t l ieir ntothers' nii lk. ttrrrl the hrrr- lucl
grnin are tir l ien into the ltrt lrr of lre stirclied up
itr t l ie f ielt ls fol t l ie co\\-r fe crrt l irter. People
t i t l ie  ca le of  t l ie  c i t t t le  i rnd t l re i r '  < tu 'n t . l i i ldr .err ,
lrncl the cli i lch'en lerrrri to feed the clricl ieus rrncl
pi<'k chelries flonr t l ie t lees or' l i icl i rrp tpples
t l ia t  fa l l  to  the g lour i r i .  Ie : t r  i r f te ' r .  ve l r  the
cr-cle is repeaterl. giving :r feel ing- for the con-
t i nu i t v  o f  l i f e .

Ariother \\-i ly to lerrln :rbout u n-l iole t 'eirl
u-ollcl is for rr corrntrv chilt l  to go to a citr irncl
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see where things are made. He can visit a press
'where & ne\rspaper is printed, a stuclio from
rvhich TV programs come, a factory n'here
automobiles are made, a great reservoir rrhere
wat.er is stored for a million people, the zoo
which is the only place rvhere a city chilcl sees
animals (but he does see kincls of animals a
country child never sees), the great fire engines
that protect the honses so crorvcled together
that there is ahvays danger of fire, the ambn-
lance rvhose siren opens a path through the
streams of cars and buses so that one sick
person can be taken quickly to a hospitrl, the
mounted police n-ho hold back cron'ds at a big
parade, the great ocean liners ancl freighters
from far array ports, the railroad yards with
freight cars from all over the country, the air-

22

ports rrith planes coming ancl going from
every part of the rrorld.

A third rray to see a rvhole s'orlcl is to
go to a village, a very small village, rvhere one
carl see all together the parts of l i fe thrt cnn-
not be seen in the conntrl 'side and that are
big ancl far aparl in a large city. In a vil lage
one rvalk n'ill take olle to the post office, the
barrk, the grocery store, the hardrvare store, the
school, the church and the churchyard, the
torvn hall. For both city and conntry chil-
dren, a village is a different kincl of l'orld from
rvhich they can learn to see horv the life of the
community l'orks. Today there trre also the
re - clerrt ecl cornnrunit ies of the pl st-\Yilli r rus-
burg, Yirginial Nes' Salem. Il l iuoisl Greeu-
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field Village in Dearborn, Michigan; Central
City, Colorado-n'here seeing a rvhole rvay of
li{e, even rvithout all the people rvho once lived
there, can rnake history more vivid and today's
living communities more real by contrast.

There are other rvays, too, of seeing
rvhole rvays of life. In our great national
parks, children can see a way of life of rvhich
man is not really a part. n'here beavers and
bears and deer, tiny lvood mice, blue jays and
rvoodpeckers, rvild bees making wild honey,
dragonflies floating over the 'water, and fish
leaping high out of the brook in the sunlight,
have a life of their orvn. Here one gets a feel-
ing for the childhood of the rvorld rvhen man
had not journeyecl all over it and the l i l ing
creatures hacl half-continents to themselves.

Or: children can go to the seashore and
learn about the life t,hat is related to the sea.
They can rvatch the fishermen mending their
nets and traps, setting out before dal'n, re-
turning happy or in despair, depending on the
size of the catch. The children can gather sea
shells which go back millions of years, rvatch
the horseshoe crabs back into each other rvith
their armored tails, rvade in the shallon-s, feel
the sancl betrveen their toes, and for a little
ivhile feel as if they, too, rvere 'n'ater creatures.
\\then their vacation is over, they can r.isit nn
aquarium and see fish from other parts of tlie
oceanlvorld. And they can go to n musenm
and look at models of rvhat life is like trt the
bottom of the deep sea. Later, rrhen they are
older, they can extend their explorations il a
bont or by diving far belorv the surface. Deep
under rvater, they can feel the l-eightlessness
that tlie spacemtn feels as rvell as something
quite dilTerent from the emptiness of outer
space, the delicate pressure of ihousands of l i t-
tle, live creatures against their skin.

Children can also experience another
n'orlcl by going to see horv a dilTer.ent people
live. Families l 'ho l ive uerr the }lexicurr bor.-
clel ctn ucturrl ly cl.oss o\-er into }lexico nnd
rvtlk t luough t l lexicnn vil l tge, l istening to

the difrerent language, smelling strange new
smells, watching the bright colors. Those
rvho live in t re north can cross ir.rto Canada
and visit a French Canaclian village, for tr feu'
hours entering a different rvorld. Everi in the
middle of the tlnited States if you look liulcl.
you cnn usually find colonies anrl pocket-s of
people rvho have come from another countr'\'
and still keep the '\yays and language of the
country from rvhich they came. Seeing an-
other rvorld of tiris kind rvill bring to life the
progr&ms about strange countries on TV ancl
in the rnovies.

As children begin to read-the fairy
tales that gir)s enjoy or the tales of adventnre
that boys sometimes like better-their nrem-
ories rvill be stored rvith pictures n'hich s'ill
enliven the descriptions in 'words of other
times and other places. Children l'ho liirle
learned all they knorv aboul other places fronr
tlie flat TV or movie screen, rvho ha'r-e not
rvrlked about, sat dorvn, snifred, tasted, shir--
ered or boiled in places difiereut flom their'
o\l'n neighborhood, sometimes don't have
enough stored in their irnagination to enjoy
anything rrithout illustrations. So they may
get stuck, sitting for hours by the TV or read-
ing comic books insteacl of going on to the
I<ind of reading in which they thernselr,'es hnr.e
to fill in pictures to match the rvorcls:

A hurry of hoofs in a village street,
A shape in the moonlight, a bulk in the

d a r k .

The ocean eagle soared
From his nest by the white wave's foam
And the rocking pines of the forest

roared,-
This was their welcome home.

I love thy rocks and rills,
Thy woods and templed hills . . .

Above the town the hills close in. cushioned with
deep oak woods, through which juts here and
there a crag of fern-fringed slate; below they
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lower, and open more and more in softly-
rounded knolls, and fertile squares of red and
green, till they sink into the wide expanse of
hazy fl.ats, rich salt marshes, and rolling sand-
hil ls. . . .

'Water, 
water, everywhere,

And all the boards did shrink . . .

Just then a sort of brightness fell upon me in the
barrel, and, looking up, I found the moon had
risen, and was silvering the mizzen-top and
shining white on the luff of the fore-sail; and
almost at the same time the voice of the look-out
shouted "Land ho!"

Alice thought she had never seen such a curious
croquet ground in her life; it was all ridges and
furrows; the croquet balls were live hedgehogs,
and the mallets live flamingoes, and the soldiers
had to double themselves up and stand on their
hands and feet, to make the arches.

Fair as a star, when only one
Is shining in the sky . . .

Then I felt like some warcher of the skies
When a new planet sweeps into his ken

On journers au-a1- fron.r irome to see an-
other reirl tr-olld. the cli i lcl gets sonrethitig else.
IIe gets ne\y et'e-c to see houre rr' i t lr, trrrl f lori i
erch kind of joru'ney. l ie gets ir cl if iereut u'tv
of seeing lroti ie. Corri ing home tri the coruitr. l .
he rppreciates a nerv sense of -spirce to run irricl
p lav:  in  the c i ty  he enjo. rs  t l ie  jo l l .v  bust le :  ot '
he feels u l lew corrrfoltable sense of l inou'ing
e\-el '\ 'one in the r-i i lage: tfter t lre s-i lder.ness
l ie  can ta l ie  n ner '  p leasure in  t l re  l rcnrses r r ren
htrve built to keep peoll le u-:rlur trrt l sirfe: cour-
ing bacii frotn abloacl he crrn l iule a nel' fei ' l-
ing thrt our o\\-n lrrngrirrge. <xrr nrotlrer. tongue.
is  af ter  l l )  j r is t  the u ' tv  l 'e  t l l l i  * 'h i le  othel
peol t les s l te i r l i  o thcr  l r r r rgrr r rgcs i r r rd t l rese l l t '
the i l  rnot l rer  to t ipn ies.  I . l : rc l i  joru.nev i r \ \ ' : rv
f I 'o l i  honie i r rc leuses r r  c l r i l t l 's  r r t r l r rec i i r t ion of

his o,vn liome ancl gives hirn a tte\y settse of
horr he l ir-es ancl hol- other pi 'oples l ive.

Ln tqutriur.n is nnother form in rrhich

t whole x'or'lcl cati be brouglit to chilclrett. No
rnnttel horv tiny, atr aquu'intn is n (trr'hole

rvorlcl" l- it l i  i ts orm tteecl for l ight ancl chrk-
ness, its ol-n brrllnce bettr-eetr uir irticl rvateL,

plurt l i fe trncl f ish. Fol.lon'ing the cycle of i i fe

in irn uquu'iutir, the chilcl cati letnr to starld
outside ir l-orlt l. nn exl)erielrce tlrtt rvil l  be re-

peltecl rrs tl ie cli i lcl irolcls r globe oI: Yisits &

plrnetrrl ium ol follorvs an ustrotrattt 's jortrtter

into sprrce. Fti l t l ie chilch'en rrl io wil l be

aclults in the 21st cetrttn'y. a fceling nbout spitce
irnd the plrrce of our plituet in sptce s-i l l  be
essentit l to a sense of being at houre itt the
unir-erse. Strntl ing beside iur ltqtrlr ittttt,
u':rtcl i ing l ish nror-ing. t ltel c' irrr get the feeling
of being both insicle rrrrcl out.side. cittt unclet'-

strrnil hclu' ettc'rrsecl \\ 'e tre iu oul owtr platretts
rrtnrospliet'e rrncl lrol ' r ' irst t l ie slt lce is orrtsit le.

l lanv voung cli i l th'en u'i l1 enjov nali it lg
rnini:rture l 'orlds of their or-n. These catr be

nrinirrtures of the u'orlcls thef i inr-e seell otl
visits. One cli i lcl nl&\' Nant to tnalie it farm,
another a l l ih'oacl ytt 'd. :r t l i i lcl l  forest full of
x-i lcl cleirtrrres u'ith Ilambi there itt t l te ceuter',
a four:tl i  ir gathering of clolls dre'ssecl itt the
clothes of mirny dil ierent peoples. Sonre chii-
clrerr l ' i l l  l ' iuit to ni:tke tl iese thenrselr-es frotu
t' lnv uncl i l locli,s, sticl is ancl stones rrntl saud.
Others mirv enjov collecting titry to1's nntl
rrl larrgirrg therrr n'ith looking glasses for' lnlies
arrrl carrot tops for t lees. -\ r 'en' gocltl u'orlcl
ctn be rrrlde rvith u (l ' iui '  of s:rnti into rvii ich
sticl is arrtl leirves cirt i lre stuck. u'l i ich tl ie c'hild
crur fonn irrto l i i l ls uicl vnllevs or s\reep ts
sniooth :ts t lre gleat plains trnd cirtr cltatrge
rr'henerel irF, gets r nerv iclet.

The,.r. Plrrv rrot'lcls of stnall children
shade b.r- rrll rleglees iuto u'hrrt olcler cliilch'en
clo u-ith tl ieir ol 'n l 'oor)I, i. n' ith tire nrclciels tl iel '
ln i l r l .  u- i th  t l ie  l lersorr r r l i t  ies t l iev t rv  or i  for  f i t .
( ] i r ls  r r rc  nro le l i l ie lv  to  t lv  to  nr t l ie  t l ie i l
rool ) is  in to explessions of  therr rsel les.  exterr -
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sions of the makeup and clothes tliey wear.
Ihey need experience of tlie rrays in which,
in othel t imes and places, honies r-ele rlesigned
or kitcherrs \rere arlangecl, of t l ie costurnes
people u-ole and hol- tliel' rrror-ecl in tliem.
Tliese expeliences wil l give tltem the serrse of
flexibil i ty they n'i l l  neecl later, rvhen thev irrve
to turn a tiny npaltnrent. an isolatecl l ionse, n
camping cabin or t t lniler into a distincti le
horne rvhich not onlv explesses theri 'rselves but
nlso forrirs n backdrop for their particular'
familv rncl friencis. Tliel- neecl to be clrtrrvn
out, to go beroncl tunrilg the n-ollcl into a
setting just for themselves.

fn cont,rast. boys neecl to see tl ie palticri-
lar thing thev rrt intelestecl in-crtrs aticl
t lairts, baseball scoles. r 'rbbits, r 'ocliets. chess-
as pat't of a lu'ger rr 'hole. Tli is is the trrle
n-lien sruall groups of bovs of tbout t lre sirure
age begin to folm frierrclship t ' lusters. tncl one
boyts interest in laising hirurstels ritrcl nnotliet"s
interest in rnakirrg rr trrinelir l collecticni can be
combinerl ir i rr nen'spapel l ' l i ich reports on tlte
bilth of ]rtnrstels. the lrictt iotr of u neu- stnilt le
of galnets, ancl the brttt irrg urel' i lges of big
league brrsebali plrrr-els. I lovs lepert t l i ings
r.nore thnn girls do. -\s l i tt le children ti iel- rrsk
for  the stme sto lv  n ight  I f te l  r r ight '  o l  thel '
x-trnt to lcid nore and niot'e sruall cars or tt 'ains

or planes to their collections. Later, t l iey l isten
for rnore horu's on the radio or TV to rnore of
the sarne liintls of garries. Son-ietirires they
seeur to be stucli in sorne nctir-ity l ike a neeclle
irr the groole of r scmtchecl phonogltpli
record-irncl sorletirnes thev ale stuck. But
sottretiuies tlrev irle just experinrenting, or-er
a.ncl orer agrirr, l- it l i  all the clif lclent. rvays in
rvli ich bovs hirr-e to lerrni horr to rnilnage
things. hcll- to cler-elop -qtrengtli nrrcl acquile
sii i l l ,  hou' to lr ltv bl the nrles of the game.

-\t iother palt of hurnan erperience in
l-hich rnen lecognize clerlt i lel]ess is in leligion
rrnc l  phi losopl r r - .  the r - is ior is  of  the universe lnd
of ultrr ',. r-eltt iorrshilt to Gocl uucl to his fe'l lol-
lren. Thlough the irge-s. lt lophet-s ancl suirrts
hrir-e gir-erL rlrcli lrrrv l lren rle\\ '  s-ot'cl-s, ne\r \\ 'r lYS
of rrpple<'itt ing the grulldelir of the ull i ler'-qe
:rnd the s igni f icnnce of  l r r r r r r r rn l i fe .  L i l ie  the
gferr t  sc ieut i -s t  or  t l ie  g lerr t  l r l t is t  or '  1roet .  the
grerrt leligious philosolihel i-" t-ely l irLe. Chil-
ch'err neecl the kind of expelierrce tlrrt wil l
r r r r r l ie  re l ig iorr  r rnt l  ph i lo , .opl i l  rnerrn ing{u l  to
tlretir u'herr t lrev ale gro\rlr so tl i irt t l te s-orcls of
r r  p lophet  or  t l ie  l i fe  < l f  i l  sr r i l r t  nr r r ' f inc1 arr
r t r isu-er iug echo in thei l  r i r i r rds unt l  l renl ts
' I ' l r is  

t i ie i r r rs  t l i t t  er -e lv  t ' l r i l t l  s l roul t l  l r r r r -e -sol re
chtnce to heur tl ie beautiful rvolrl-*. " 'I '1rr Lolrl
is  r r ry  shel i l re l r l .  I  s l r t l l  l ) ( )1 \ \ ' iu l t "  rLrr r l  " I  u ' i l l

25

Provided by the Maternal and Child Health Library, Georgetown University



praise thee: for I am fearfully and wonder-
fully made : marvelous are thy rrorks I and that
mv sonl knorreth riglrt rvell." And every child
needs t.o experience what religion and philos-
ophy mean to those for rvhom they are a major
part of life. Though parents themselves rnay
have no religious ties, they wil l hale relntives
or knorv of neighbors to rvliom ritual and
prayer are irnportaut. And if palents them-
selves haye never fonncl tliat beine alone uncler
the stars at night has given ,, , l"* feeling to
their li'r'es, there are others rvho have lerrrnecl
to feel :

My heart leaps up when I behold
A rainbow in the skv. . .

Just as every child, as he gro$s. has a
readiness for the questions and discoveries that
lie back of science and for the experience of
making something r.r'ith sound or ri'ords, rvith
clay or paiut, so also every child hns a readi-
ness to feel the mystery of the unirerse. \Yhen
a desire for some cleeper relationship coules
years lnter to the adolescent or the aclnlt, he
'nho as a child has had an opportunitv to feel
such a relationship n'ill fincl sornething on
which to build. The child's sense of aeiigtrt
in drtru-ing or painting or mocleling ctn best
be l inked to a future clelight in art if the chilcl
also sees at least single examples of great
paintings or great sculpture. So, too, the
child's experience rvith great religious tlncli-
t ions in groups, as people stancl or. kneel. sing
or read aloud n-ords rvhich millions have
shared, rri l l  give him a basic understnncling.
'w-hich rvill gr.o.n'rvith his orvn grou-th. of rvirat
is meant by religion. Ancl as backgr.ouncl for
futnre spiritual development, the child neecls
close hnman contact rvith sone aclult to rvhom
the things of the spirit mean a gneat cleal.
Some parents may feel very hunbte ltr-rd ha.r-e
a sense that they cau express little of the mar-
vels of the ruriverse. llut somervhele neatbv
there are books and, toclay, radio and T\-.
Somewhere rvithin rench there are inclilidntrls
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to n-hom the religious aspect of life is the most
significant one. Some*'here l-itliin reach
there ale inclividuals rvho love to staud beneath
tho stars or poncler on the rvay in .rvhich a
florvel is feu'fully and rvouclerfull;. mlcle.
I'Iere as in every otlier respect, parents today
crl rneet the cliilcl's neecls rurd potentialities,
if ther'' r'ealize n'liat these are. TV has
blouglit t l ie age-olcl benntl '  of leiigious ritutrl
so ciose to the eye tlrnt the 'r-iel-er sees some-
thing never seen bv the cougregirtions of the
past l'lio l-ele crou-clecl fnl btck from the cen-
ter of the ser"r'ice. T\r ancl raclio can bring
poetry ancl philosophv into the home. Now
a cirilcl cun sit, snfe ancl rvar.rn in iris motherts
rrtns, listening to rvorcls, rratchiug a look on
tu great man's face rvhich will stay rrith him
for yeam.

\'!'e come now to another kind of crea-
tiveness. rvhich in adults rre fincl in stittesrrreri
rvho hl'r 'e built ol saved their countr.ies and
in rnen ancl l-onren l'iro har-e hacl some tision
of human rvelfare rvhich has chnngecl the l ir-es
of nil l ions-l 'hich has freecl slaves, has made
it possible for children to l ive, has given
lvomen clignitv, has brouglrt a realization that
all men belong to one great humall race. \\re
sav that. anv bov crtn be Plesidelt. Rut r-e
have lot fullv 's'orked out the ties betl 'een
the l ives of chilclren ancl adolescents ancl the
great adlances in polit ical ancl socinl l i fe
rvhich rve associate rrith narnes l ike Benjamin
Franklin, Abraham Lincoln, ancl ,Inne Acl-
clams. In the past rr'e depenclecl on school
books-readers rl'hich told stories about great
rnen, histories u-hich proliclecl quottt ions such
as ';govenunent of the people. by the people,
aucl fol the people:'-ancl occasions on l 'hich
oul grert lieloes u'ele lionorecl nnd onr rnenl-
olv of their l i 'r 'es rras qnickened. So a figure
like Abraharn Lincoln vies rvith trnother l ike
George \l 'nshington as srnall children algus
l-hich lllall \\'as the greater: '!Rut \\rashington
must. be the biggest because he wirs the father
of his conntry." Generntions of Arner.ican
children learl to include the heroes of the
Americrn tradition in their thinking, and as
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they grorv older and learn something about

European and lvorld history, tliey add other

names.

As aclolescents, they n-ill have heroes to

look back to, to think about trgain. Oue of the

lvays in lvhich tclolescents cau keep a visioti

of greatness ancl yet accept the fact thtrt theil

own parents are, in many \Yays, not the intel-

lectual ancl mortrl giants they seemed to them

as small children is to turn again to the heroes

rvhose legencls they have knox'n since chilcl-

hood: I i ing Arthur, IYil l iam Tell, Horatius

at the bridge, IVashington at \-alley Forge,

Jason ancl the Golden Fleece, the boy rrlio kept

back the floods n'ith his finger in the clike,

Daniel Boone, Robert Peary.

Chilclren also need t,he experience of so-

cial responsibility so that someilal- some of

them may become great statesmen and leaclem

rvhile otlters. ts lal'yers, members of school

boarcls, torrn plannels, and voters, rvill be able

to carry out the great desigrrs, atrcl all of tilenr

n'i l1be able to feel that l iving in a democratic

society requires taking part and paying atten-

tion. They neecl to knorv older people n-ho

take their civic responsibilities seriously, n'ho

\1 orry tbout slippery banana peels on the prve-

ment, r'ickety school buildings. corruption in

the police force, traffic violations, ancl rvho are

ii-illing to give tireir time to ring doorbells, to

act as rvatchers at, the polls, to n'orli as volun-

teer firemen, to accept jury duty.

One of the great dangers rrhich n'e face

toclay is the inilividual's feeling that he is not

significant. The rvorld is so big, so many

thousands of people trre iut'olvecl er-en in a

small thing like a single big league baseball
game, so many hundrecls of people are involved
in any one national decision, that it is easy to
feel that any orle person doesutt count. But

children rvho grow up to feel that an im-
penetrable n'all separates them from the deci-

sions taken in the torvu hall, at the city hall, at
the State capital, in Congress, and in the

Wliite l{ouse, rvill be 1lo more than lifeless citi-

zens. bored, cynical, and unable to take part

in the political life of their country.

Yet it is possible to forge a series of

l inks betrveen the l ife of the small child and

the fleeclonr ancl clignitv of the adult. A first

step is to trerrt the c'hild rs a separate. full,

respotrsible pelsoll r i ' i th t lte riglrt to nll l ie some

of  h is  orvn c lec is ions.  
' I 'h is , ' r r t t  l leg in as pt lents

recognize tl i tt I chilcl is ltt l l tgt 'r- ot' hirs had

enough to eat, t l iat he i '" 'rr lkeflrl or sleepl',

that he can choose & gtrlt le to pirrv ol is t iretl

of a game. It goes on it l a recogtrit i t l t l  of the

child's right to his owu tol-s. hi ' '  o\rn l i l i lce irt

the table. Anc[ very soon t]rese prir-i leues.

nhich ctru be given even to a tinv in{itnt. r ' i t l l

be combinecl rvith duties. The child ciirr leilf l l

to rvait unti l mother is ready, to be quiet rvli i le

father is talking or l-hile l i is brother is rratch-

ing the ball garne or his sister is telephoriing:

he can leartr to keep foocl ou iris orvu plate, not

to thlorv foocl on tlie floor. One reason rvhl'

the family is the best training grouncl rve kno'w

of for responsible citizensliip is that a family

is macle up of people of both sexes, of different

ages, rritlt clillerent needs ancl clifferent duties.

\Yithin tlie family, the child is not just one

among rnany. Later, he rvill learn to be one

in a marching group of seconcl graders who

mnst get safelv across the street, one adoles-

cent on a class trip to \\tashington, one t'oter

staucling in l ine at the poll ing place. But in

the famill', each person, even olle of a pair of

tu'ins, has individuality. There are things a

pnrticular chilcl is too small to clo, too l itt le to

reach. There are times rvheu he has a right

to be fed first, to be considerecl first. As he

grows. there are things that only he ctn do.

Jirnmy is the one n-ho always remetnbers n-here

n'e put al'ay the strncl toys, rvhat mother dicl

rvith her glnsses, rrhat rve ate on ortr ltlst picnic.

Ilut it is Sue who remernbers rvhat tirne the T\r

program go€s on attd on rrhich dzry the parnde

will be held. Daily tasks, too, can be clir-ided

up as one child takes in the paper' feeds the

cat, empties the ashtrays, tnrns the TV knob

for the prograln ever)'ol1e r-ants to hear, nncl

tr,nother smooths the pillorvs, straightens the

'r'l
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towels, sets the table, sees that rnessages get

lrut r-here tiiey ri-ill be reacl.

Right within the farnily, a cli i ld can
Iearn the basic feeling for a democratic
society-that every indiviclual l ias clignitv ancl
matters, tliat n'hat each person does is lleces-
sarv, that rrhat each persorl cloes is clitferent
atrd cannot so easilv be clone by someone else.
The chilcl rvho mshes liome because it is /rls
job to rralk tl ie clog or feecl the cat or to shut
the rvinclol-s rvhen l storm is cotriilg rip rrili
learr- deepil '  ancl for all t irne tlrat l-hat he cloes
matters. IIe rvill llot snyt t'lw. rvhrt. cloes one
r.ote nrr t ter  a l i lo l )g rn i l l ions?" I Ie  x- i1 l  uot
think, ( 'Let 

George cio it." He s'i l l  be pretty
sure that no olte else catr clo as .rvell rrlut he
can clo.

Chilclren cliffer, of course. in the kincl
and the a.rnount of lesponsibil i ty they can take.
In f. l ie past, l l lal)J cli i lclrerr l-ere given too
much responsibil i t l- too soon. lt t i  or 10 veats
of age, bovs l-ere setrt out to work aticl girls
rvere put in comltiete clirrr.ge of r.ounget' chil-
clren. \Ye know notv that before children tre

r i r  
I. \

--! 
:\r 11

\rtr)- ll,

rveighecl don-n rrith adult tasks. they need a
longer tirne to grorv tnd leam nbout tl ie rvorld.
-\ucl n'rany people ferel that children living in
torrris ancl cities huve no chance to clo respon-
sible things as cli i ldren l iving on farms do-
bring in the rvootl, feed the chickens, picli the
peas. l iarness the horse. But toclay, falrn l ife
ancl l i fe in suburbs ancl torrns ancl cit ies are
becotning more alike. On a rloclenr farm,
snrall bovs ancl girls cannot hanclle the cornpli-
catecl nrachinery thtt has replaced the horse.
ftr tr tnoclern cit; '  l totire, there ale manl' tasks
bovs and girls can pelfonn. Insrvering the
telephone antl the cloorfieil, sliopping. in a
superrrall iet ale jt ist as useful activit ies as are
{eecling the chickens arit l }rringing in the con-s.
Tlre inrportant thing is that t l ie chilr l is asked
to do something thut uctually neetls to be tlone
ancl thtrt is rvithin the l ir l i ts of his skil ls.
Lettiug a chilcl clo something inportant
ba,dlv-answer the telephone before he can
rrrite clorvn the rressage correctly-does not
leacl to responsibil i ty later.. Neither. does
giving the cli i ld alt ull l lecessarv, inventecl task.
Ilut a too complicatecl ttsk can be broken down
so the chilcl can nlanase it: the child rvho

\
\\\

\ \ ,
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carlnot ) et take a tnessage sti l l  can call the
correct aclult to the teiephoue. Tlie task n-hele
onlT tt intention'! couuts-rvhere tl ie lesults
clon't n-iatter'-is a falie urcl the chilc1 knows
it is.

It is faking also to ask cli i lclren's opin-
ions or to let t l iern seem to rnake a choice rvhen
the adults har-e alreacly nrrde up their nincls,
\\rhen a chilcl is askecl l-hat he plefers, the
aclult must be reaclv antl rvil l ing to act on the
chilcl's decision. \Ylien rnotirer aslis, "\Youlcl
you lilie to go to the beacli ?" she rlust be pre-
parecl to stay at l iome if t l ie child ans\rers,
((No." If sl ie hrs rl lerch' clecicled tl iat it is a
goocl icler to go to tire beach, slie n-ill clo better
to sal- quietlv, "\Ye are going to the beach
llolv.'r In this l-ay she lays a basis for later
cit izenship. In the futule there wil l be manr
things that someone else l irs ah'eaclv cleciclecl-
traffic rules, strrrit l t ion rules, the rray taxes ale
to be puicl. As a r-oter the rclult cur l-ork to
chtuge tl i ings, bnt urennu'hile he l i lr,s to follow
the rrles u-ithout argurnent. Pretenclit ig to a
child that he is being consulted ancl then going
aheacl u-ith rl irrrt one nteant to clo arrru-ay onlr-
confuses the chilci about the n-ar i i fe is or'-
ganizecl. Rut giving a cli i ld no chance to l iave
an opinion. no chance to nnke choices that rvil l
be respectecl is equallr poor pt'eprtr,ation for.
lencling trnd init iating ol coopelating in later
l i f e .

Chilclren rvill have so manJi neu' things
to learn as thev glorv olcler that it is rr-orth-
rvhile to lay as goocl a foundrttion as possib)e
for this later leaming. Tme, the early 1'eals
are cli lTelent from the lrter ones in celtaiu
\ral's. The chilclts eally leirrrrings trre ex-
tremely important because he has l ivecl such

a short t inre ancl is grorring so fast alral leftrn-
ing so much-to be l i irnself. to l-ull i . to ta1k,
to eat tntl slee.p rrttcl nri lnage his ol-n boclv, to
feel at honie in tl ie l-ollcl. Sevele clepli ln-
tions, the loss of a palent, r yerr spcnt s-it l i
one leg in a cest, r chrirge flom one houre to
lt iother'. a reiri ly bacl ancl f l ightening expeli-
er.rce-rl l these lear-e strollg mtlks irnd r.nay
neecl specirl help to orelcome. Ancl r 'eallv
goocl experiences. l iaving palents rr-ho feel
r'htt r cl i i lcl is feeling ancl l ieep pace ivit i i  i i is
grorvth. nlso trt irke r-elv -qtlotrg inrplessions
that mav ltrst t l i longir l i fe uncl plotect the in-
clir-iclual f lom the nrost ten'ible expelieuccs irr
the fritnle. .\{ter lYorlcl \\-ar II, a cloctol
lclopteil t l-o sick nnd clrrmagecl childleri f lonr
the \azi concentlatiorr cirmp tt Belse'n tncl
finrl lv nulsed aucl \rolL thenr birck to health
ant l  tmst .  Later ,  he nr lc le r r  speci r r l  t l ip  bacl<
to tl ie Crrpathian Jlorurtnins l-here thel l iacl
been boln to l ind out \rlrrlt htcl hrppenecl to
them in their eat'h' childlioocl t l iat hrrci gir-en
tl ierrr the stlength to sun-ir-e rrncl get well
irgail). In tl ie lnountirin l i l lage. he fonncl
theil olcl grtndmother u-ho coukl tell l i ini l iorv
the l i t t le  g i r ' l 's  nrot l ier 'had comfol tec l  her  lor ' -
inglv l- l ien l iel cat u'ts l i i l lecl: urrcl so. -qtep bv
step, he follon-ecl t l ie bnilcl ing up of stlength
iu tl ie-qe l-ell- lorecl chilch'en. Fr'oiir rnediciue
ancl psycholog.v. s-e l iar-e leallecl horr- lrrrrl lr-
danrngecl chilclreu catl l le. \ot eriorrgli eni-
phasis has Lreen l )ut  o l r  the l ' i rvs in  l -h ich chi l -
ch'etr cirtr also lre l iacle especix|11: r[1's11o.

IL is t l iese enrly r-ears thrt lay the foun-
clatiou o{ the fntnre rviren, in an ntrnosphere of
love ancl acceptance ts an inrportirnt trrentbel
of tr farnily, a chilcl lealns to u'onclel iur<l tcr
ask, to trace desigrrs in tl ie ,.ttrcl. to uirme the
stars. to feel ir l 'e in tl ie u-or' ld.
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As the Child's Life Widens

SO FAR rve have been discussinE the chilcl's
life before he goes to school l'ith only occa-
sional glimpses at later ]-ear-s. Yet after
school has begnn, thele are trvice as rnany
years before the encl of high school, and for
many young Arnericans 2 or 4 or 6 years of
technical training or of college and university
rvhile the student sti l l  t ives at home at least
paft of the time. A creatit-e l ife does not stop
rvith the encl of early cliildhoocl, nor do the
things a pafent can do for a child stop rvhen
the child enters school.

Rut ori lv in early childhood are t.he
parents a principal influence in the child's
life. Ancl er-en tlien the outer .n-orld begins
to entel t.he liome, first rvith raclio ancl then
rvith T\-. Parents can select for the chilcl
but they cau only select fron rrhat is ther.e,
that day, on tl ie chanuels that have programs.
This is one reason wliy books and records are
better than TY or radio, for t l iey give the
pnrents a r-ider choice in lvhat the child rvill
look at or hear. But n-hether they make u1r
tlie stories tliernselves, bring the books home
from the chainstore or the bookstore or the
liblary, or clecide rvhich TY prograrns the
child is to l 'atch, the parents are in charge of
the l itt le child's n-orlcl. \Yhen grrrnclpnrents
live nearby, they, too, may coutribnte l gr-ear
deal. And as the fnnilv glo\\-s, olcler bioth-
ers and sisters forrn part of the small chilcl 's
rvorlcl, but usually they liar-e been brought trlr
by the sarne parents.

IVhen children enter school. Darents
lose the freedorn to shape their imagirirt ions,
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to feecl their bodies and minds nncl spirits on
the best fnre they thenrselves knorv. The kincl
of school they attend, n'ho the teacher is, rvhat
the other chilch'en have been reading and
rvatching and talking about-all these things
come frorn outside the home. Prrents may
trv in varions rral's to control these nerr iu-
flnences on their children. They rntry move
to a neighborhoocl where there is n better
school or rvhele they think the other chilclreu
rvill cone frorn congenial hornes in rvhich their
qnestions wil l have been ansn-eled in similar
$-ays. But eyen for the parellts rvho are free
to urove, to find a neighborhood ancl a school
closer to their orvn hearts, part of the respon-
sibilit"v- for their cliilclren has passecl outside
the home. Tlieir children rvill often care
rnore about l'hat tlie other chilclren clo and
about, rvhat the teacher tl i inks thau about
l-hat their pareuts l 'ant thern to do. This
mor-e outsicle the houre is a normal and neces-
snly orle for t l ie chilcl. Part of the parentsf
task is to let the chilcl go, realizing that others
rnLtst norr' continne the task. The neic'hbor-
hoocl, the school, their phymates norv rlso
plovide children with the experience of u'hat
gtnres u'e, l-hat is the clifl'er.ence betrveell l)r'e-
tencl ancl lenl, hou- to think nbout boys ancl
girls ancl glo\ynups, good and bacl, the future
and the past.

Parents of r l i tt le child can nruange the
setting so tl iat the chilcl f incls the siturtions
u'ithin l-l i ich he can cliscover nncl leurn nncl
experimeut. But non-, for older chilclren, the
l'hole neighborhoocl becornes the setting.
Everv olcharcl, evely poncl on lvhich ice fonns
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in rviuter', every playgrouucl and backyarcl,
the librar'.y and tlie tntlseuln, rulr)ltus roorns

trncl rttics ori rniuy cluys, the caudy store ud

the sknting rink, the local movie houses, bi-

cycle prtl is, srvinmiug pools and bttsketbtl l
coults, btsebull clirtnotrcls tutcl stleets rvhele

ball is playecl-all these norv replnce the l ionre

envilonnrerrt. \\rheu the smull child vetrtulecl

nrvay frotn the home euvirotttnetrt, he tvent
n-ith n tmsted adult. School-nge cliildren
begiu to tnove iu groups. Adults sti l l  tre
ru.eedecl but at n glertel distance, and the chil-
ch'en need more sptce in'w'hich to rortn, sltrtce
for the bovs to play ball and for the girls to
sit, trt filst still pltrying dolls, ol to jump rope
or pluy hopscotch, for boys or girls to play
jrrcks urd rnuurblety peg. The tlemendous in-
terest that glade scirool chilclren take in one

irnother', in tnensuriug skil ls tttrd preserving
the bourrdrrries betrveen one age group aud

another, often rneans that there is less empha-
sis on irnaginative trctivit.ies rrncl tnore on
phl'sictrl activities, on garrles, otr grrthering to-

sethel even rvithout an uir- . \\-lrnt tlie chil-
clreu do-l'hether they give plul's to laise
lnolrey fol u ctrncer drir-e, ttptrblish't it t le\\ 's-

PaPer, or. ir)2ruguritte rvays of nr:rkirtg tliolleY
for the Cub Scouts or the lJlorvuies-rvill cle-

pend partly ou the resottrces of the neig'hbor'-

hood-rvhether soneone hrrs tr, type'rvriter on
rvhich to type the nervspaper, l'hetlter rt

mothel rvill rvelcorne six girls into her kitchen
to rnake cookies-tud partly ou accidents of
letrdership an)ong the children themselves.

\Yhat ther.' clo rvill depencl tlso otr the kinds of

activities thtrt are orgtrnized around the school,
the library, tlie playground.

,\.lnrost all parents rvill disappror-e of

sotrre things in the rvorld into rrhich their

3r
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clri lclren ale rnor-ingi thcse nrav be streets
rvliich rle tlirngerous to clos,q, gr'oups of rrclo-
lescents of l-hose rrctir ' i t ies tl iev irle clit icnl,
ftrr-orite lr:runts rvhele tl ie uttnosplier.e seerirs
ruir-holesorne. u nror-ie rvhele tlre fi lr ls slron'n
ol Sirtrrnlrn' rrorrrings lt le not t lrer otres tlrer
l -ar i t  lhe i r  ch i l t l ren to see.  Soute of  t l iese
t l i ings t ' r r r r  be c l r r r r rgecl .  I ) i r leu ls  c , r r r r  u-o lk  for
nrore plrrrgrorurtls, or trrke groltps of chilcit 'eu
to l l ie  < 'ountrv.  o l  leur l  t  Scorr t  g loup.  ] lu t
p l r t  o f  tho orr ts i t le  u 'or ' ld  u ' i l l  l re  be. tond p l -
ret t t i r l  corr t lo l ,  t r r t l  l ) iu .e l ) ls  l r t r r -e the r ren-  t t ,q l i
o f  in te lpr t t ing to c l t i l< l ler i  u '1r t r t  goes on out-
,side. T\- ploglunrs iu'( ' pru.t of this out-si<lc
rvorlt l. 1\-ttchirrg t Irt '  r-iolence on 

'I 
\- b.v

l i i rnsel f  n t i r .v  c lef t in t r  t1re l l r i lc l 's  i tn t rg i rur t ior r  :
seei r )g t l re  srrne l ) l 'og ' t ' i l l r rs  rv i t l i  o l r ler '  l reol t le
l -ho crrn cxpl r r i r r  r ' l r r r t  is  r .eul  r rnc l  r ' l r r r t  is
f ic t io t r .  t 'L i ld l t ' r r  r r r r r r '  l r rke del ig l r t  i r r  co l - l ror-
f i l rus lnc l  . "p, , , , , '  , ,1 , , i , , r ,  r r r r t l  s t i iJ  bt '  Pr .oter . te t l
r tg l t inst  t l re  e l i i ' r , t .  o f  cr inres t iur t  l< tok too nrr r t . l r
l i ke  re l i  l i f e  1o l  r . ou r fo l t .

' I ' irele u i l l  lrt '  long pc'r. iocis. too. rrltetr
l -hat  t i re  l l r i l t l  l r t  i r rgs l ronr t  -qeenrs r -e l r -  out  of
toucl i  l ' i t l r  u ' l r r r t  t l re  l i t t le  c l i i lc l  le iu 'ned.
-Sonret i r i res i r  u  i l1  be nnr t .h n iore in terest ing.
The r i r r i t l i t ' t '  u ' l ro  l iac l  i r  pool  sc i rool i r rg r r rur-
del ig l i t  i r r  the sol rgs t l ie  ch i l r l  br . i r rgs l ronre
fr 'o t i r  sc, l rool .  The fnt l re ' r '  l ) l i l l  e t i jov h is  son's
beginning i t r tere,qt  in  sc iet i t i t ic  ex l )er . i t i le l ) ts
th i r t  r i l leac lv  go f r r  l levorr r l  h is  on-n knou- l -
L'(lge. I lut ofterr it l ' i l l  be shocli irrg. rrs chil-
rIr 'en flonr otirer l i intls of lrorrrcs r.lrrrl lerrgi.
sonre clentlr '  loved rrtir, le of r.eli,qioris frrith or
teach t l ie  r 'h i ld  n 'or '<1s that  i t re  consi r ler .ed i rL-
luppropritte or brrcl. \I 'herr the-se 111i1195 1,,,t l-
pc l r .  e \ -et ' .y  f l r r r i lv  l r i ts  i t  te ' r rc lerrcv to ( l l ' r r \ r  in to
itself . Less erlucal ed ltru'ents lnrl\. r 'eirct
t lg i t i l is t  the t ,h i ld 's  s t r r r lv ing th ing-s the.r '  rhern-
se ' . lves c io r rot  kr ro l ' i r l rout .  St t ' ic t  l t i r ler r t - r  nr i r r -
rer tc t  t rg l t i r rs t  u 'h l t t  secrns to t l renr  nto l t r l  : r r r r l
re l ig i rns l : rx i t . r - .  Or prr r .ents rn i r r -  th ink tht l
theil ol 'n nli lr)l lc' l 's. u'helcr-er t lrct- leiu.rretl
then'r, l l le the best irr t l ie $-orl(1.

In rr rreiglibor.l iootl in rvhich lhele irlc_:
people of clif ierent lr ircl iglotrrrds. people u'ho

rli lTer in skin color rncl in leligious fait l i , the
nttenrpt to l ieeyr chilch'err r-l i i tt thev x'et'e rncl
to lrrrrte<'t t lreur frotn l-l i irt ther rrle becoliring
ntv tirke the fonn of lrclsti l i tr- to one ol' atr-
ot l rer  of  thc v l r ious g lorr l ) -q.  In  at ternpt i r ig
to heelr t clri ld cleun l 'ho no\\ ' ne\-el wrr-.hes
his f r t t 'e .  to  keel i  t  ch i l t l  " t l lk ing l ig l i t "  l 'ho
llo\\ '  u.qes rl l sorts of strrri lge plirases. to l ieep
:r  ch i lc l  tnr thfu l  u- l ro r ro l -  br i t rgs l io l ie  one t i r l l
t i r le  l r f te l  r rnot I rer ' .  p l t ler r ts  nr i ty  l lsc u-h: r t  seerns
to Lre r r  verv s i r r rp le r ler - ice to coi r t ro l  t l lc l  l ) r 'o-
tect  thei l  ch i lc l  f r r r r r r  t 'ont t rn i r r t t ion.  Trrk ing
sotne ot l rer  g l 'o l r l )  i rs  i l l r  ( 'x i l l i t l t le .  thev urge
thei l  ch i lc l  not  to  behuve l i l<e t l ic lse Xts or '
I 's or Z's. r ' lro at'e "dil ' fy" or' ttr-trlgrrr't '  or'
' ;s tuck u l )  or '  t tbrd. ' t

' l ' lre 
nretl io<l often -seenrs to u'olk. If a

c l r i l t l 's  l ) lu 'e l l ts  s i r r -  t l l t t  the X' -q o l '  Y 's  or  Z 's
i t t 'e  -qorret l t i r rg t l ie \  r 'e ject -eYerr  l ) ro l 'e  i f  the

l r i r rerr ts  of  r r l l  l r is  ou-r r  l i l i r lnr i r te ,s  le ject  t l re tn-
t l rerr  t l ie  t 'h i lc l  u 'ho is  berr rg scoklec l  u ' i l l  not
\rrrrlt to be l i l ie thenr. Sornetinte,q quite niit 'ac-
rrlous lesults lre obtniriecl. Fuc,es ule l 'zrsliecl
ol u-or'<1s c1i-.rrIrlrerar f lonr the cli i Ich'err's \-ocrrb-
u l t lv  beci r r ise l lo l re of  t l ienr  s ' ln t  tc i  t l lk  " l ike
lurr  X. t !  IJut  l r r  i l repru ' tb le hrr rn i  l r ts  been
tLrne to t l re  t 'h i l r l rer i .  I 'her- l - i l1  l r : tve lost
lhei l  t l r i l i tv  to  be ' long to t l re  u ' l ro le lnrnrr r t r
l ' i lce. I ' lrrt ' lr <tf thenr rr ' i l l  hitr-e lost his full
i r id iv idrr r r l  r l igr r i t .v  us r r  hrrnr tn being.  I ' l iev
rv i l l  lLar-e lerr tned to r rssoci t te  : r l l  the peol i lc
n 'ho cnrL be t lescr ibet l  ts  being X u- i th  sonre-
th ing r r r rc les i r r rb le o l  lon '  o l  er- i l .  Never
: rgui r r  l - i l l  i lnv ot le  of  thenr  be able to look
sonre fe l lo l '  l r r r r r  in  the eve l ' i thout .  i r t  best ,
enibltrlts,.nrent atrd. i-rt rvot'st, felrr Incl lutt lecl.
I luch c l r i lc l  u ' i l l  t lso hrrve lealnet l  sonieth i rg
else thit an1,grollp clf peoltle nrrrv be loled
or irrrtecl. r 'esltectecl or despisecl. not ls indi-
l i rhur ls  lnr t  rnere lv  becl r rse of  t l ie  co lor  of  tLei l
skirr ol the u'irr- t l iev l 'or'-qhip tl ieil Gocl. Ancl
l l l  o f  t l r t ' r r r  l - i l l  h t le  le i r lne i l  that  thev t l ier i r -
selves ale jrr,-t 1r't.ttt5ar'-q of it gfoup lalutit le
l lo t  i rs  in t l i r - ic l r r r ls .  e i rch a fu l l  person in h is
urcl her ou-n riglrt, but nrele.lr- collecti., 'elv
be<' ru-*e of  t l re i t '  ,sex.  t l re i l  i rccel t t .  t l re i r  n l rn-
rre'r '-q. t lre sizLr or t lre ltx.rrl ioir of t lreir, hotries.
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ff our children are to gro\r np rvith tr
sense of their orvn cligri it.v, thev rmrst lealn to
think of trl l  othel people rs individuals with
digri itv, not siniplv as nrembets of groups rvlio
lruve iu colrlmolr celtain ph1'sical cltarrcfelis-
tics l ike color ol kincl of hair, or the sarne
religious customs or \\ 'ays of speaking or
cl 'essing, rvho.l ive in tl ie srrme kincls of l1s11ser
clrive the same kinds of cars.

This sense that each persoll is an indi-
vidutrl begins at home as cli i ldren letrrn, from
the lr-ry iri rvhicli they rre treated, not tlint
being a boy ol a girl but that being.Iimmy or
Susan is the nrost impcx'tant t l i ing. lt con-
tinues rvhen children go outsicle of their orvn
honre rrncl begin to collrptre the rvavs of theii '
orvu frnri l l '  l ' i th the u-avs of other frrmilies. if
ptrents ctur then explrtin, ttOur flmilv cloes
things tl i is rvry, other fnmilies clo things clif-
ferentlv,tt or ttSonre palents [r 'e lnore pnltic-
ulul thnn others nbout l 'htt their chilcL'err
clo'tt or ttOthel people enjov foocl rvhit,h vou
think srlells too strorig.'! Pnlents l-ho crrrr
feel and explrrir i in t l i is rvav not orrlr ale in-
creasil lg the cli i lr iren's fitness for l i l ing in rr
deutocrircf- but rrlso are giving theut u nen'
freedorrr. For if families crrn be i l i l lerent. if
cl if ietent ftrtnil ies ctn l i 'r-e cliffelentl l ' .  ert clif-
felentl l ' ,  feel <li l lelenth'. t l ien cli i lclren. too.
ctrti be cli l lerent rncl neecl not be cotupletell
bounrl to tl ie foocl and the feelings of theil
orr r fnnii lr-. hrstercl they can be free to
explore.

Tli is is sonlethilrg rrl i ich rvonies rnanr-
piu'ents. 'I'liev neecl to leirlize tliut, in iuir'
case children rvil l  explofe. u-i l l  go oll u' ith
fl ietids of t l ieir o\\ 'n rrge. t lv out other chil-
cll 'en's iclels. follou- the. leld of the grtng. Ther
question tl i :rt nr:tttels is not : \\- i l l  thev go
r\\-ay ir l i tt le f loni honre? Tliev rvil l . l ' l ie
importruit questiotr is: Iforr l ' i l l  t l iev go/
If i l l  thel' go u-ith r f i lnr sense of a honre birse
to l-hich. thel' cnn retuur ? Or rrith rt -sense
of guilt uncl unger', often to encl up in -*ecret
rnischief ? ln todal"s crorvclecl l iving corldi-
t ions, l- ith so lnilnv things thirt. cnn eusilv be

clalr'raged, nrischief turls very quickly into
ncts thnt are cltssif ietl ,rs jur-eiri le clelinquency.

One s-ay parents cau iufluence lvhat
Jrrrpperrr-" chrring this eletnentlry period of
c,l i i l t lhoocl is to keep rvide open the doors be-
tl 'een the chilcl 's l i fe tt hotne, iu the neigh-
borhoocl, rttd on the street, and lt school.
Tiris rnenus knol-ing tl ie chilt lren vour cli i l-
ch'en plar rrit lr. It tneatrs hrrr-ing :r chttrce to
gurrcl :rgnirrst reirl (Lrtlgefs urtd to set ul) play
s i tuat iorrs  r rccorr l ing to vol l l '  p leferer t t 'es fo l

1'or.r chilch'etr. ' ft 'etted :ts rtrt orttsicle rtrtcl
u l ien group,  thei r  cotnpnt i io t ts  u- i l l  t r tke t l rerr r

al 'ay frorn you ot' else fl iglrtett t l i t ' l t t l t i tr ' l i  t<l
lonr t lnls rlhele thel- t io lorrgel bt.lt.rrig. ] lrrt
chiltt 'en u'i l l  clrift hrtpqrily etrotrgh irito tlre
horne u-liere chilclren ate rrelcornetl u' it lr:t
snrile, a cookie, and perrl l issiou to phy. 

'I ' l i is

rl leil l ls. of course, sliaring l ' i th otlrer cli i ldrerr
the things vou ll irve built up for your o*'tr
chilch'en. The scissors :rncl ptste, t i le cltu',
t l ie recolcls, the sr'urclpile arrcl t l ie srving. the
bircklarcl sl-iuiluing pool l- i l l  rtou' beloug to
nrore childlen as they rvil l  cotne to -*hirre tlte
u'or' lcl vclu l inle u'olkecl ottt {or 1'orrl cJri lch'en.
l 'his is l 'hat one kitrcl of prrrents call do, par-
etits rvho htr-e tjnie l l lcl space nrrcl n'ho enjov
ciri lch'en. I(eepirg the clt iors operr is one \\ 'rr\-
t lso of looking ahend to :it lr lescetrce. whett
Young people rrfe sh)'er abottt brirrging lrorrie
theil f l iencls. I lut if t. l ieir f l ierrcls hiLr-e trl-
rvrls beerr rvelcorne, ther mitv coutinue to tirke
this kind of l iospitalit l- fol gltrntecl.

I3ut ruanl' parents do rtot I iave the titrte
ol  the spi rce or  t l re  l l i r t ient 'e  to t i i l l ie  t l re i r
Ironies or lr lr itr ltttet)ts or gilf i lges itrto 1tl lv
cerrtels for cli i irh'en. Tiieir chilch'en s'i l l  go

to other people's lrouses or they u'i l l  plt.r- in
the street if t lrt 'r 'e is nou'hele else to go. Tlx'y
n ' i l i  lerc l  t l ie  books rv l i ich ot l ie l  c l i i ld le t t  I 'er rc l :
if the book-* ir le snruttr '. t l ier- u-i l l  secletl.r '
errjov theni. Thel ttt:t.r '  gt't irrto grtrrgs n'lto

st i r r t  u- i th  nr ischief  ant l  e t i t l  l ' i th  s te l l i r rg u i t l
:t court lecord. l-nclel t l iese cilctttttstuttces.
l -ht t  c i rn l )a l 'er l ts  t lo  l - l ro  c i l l l t lo t  r r r l tke t l re i r '
ou'n lrornes pltces for' -.tfe plrt l '  rrncl sterrcl1'
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growth? The most co[unon Arnerican an-
srver' has been to move. The second most
comlnon allsner lias been to try to keep out or
push out, other gloups or inclividuals l'ho
seern less fortuntrte or less desirable. Neither
turethod lurs rvorked out verl' rvell. \\'e are
coming to reulize that, in the end, mnning
arvay from social conclit ions instead of trying
to alter t l iern has spread juvetri le clelinquency
over the l-hole country. ' I 'oday, unless the
citizens of a neighbor'hoocl are rvilling to take
some cornlron responsibil i tv for their chil-
dren-for tlie stleets tliev rvnlk on ancl the
buses they licle olr, for" tlie plnces rvhere they
pltry, fol the books tlie.r' r'errd and the rnovies
they see, for theil attitrrcles torvarcl the police
urd tl ie u'ay the police treat thern, for the
scltool they go to rrncl tlie chilclren's behaliol
tor-arcl tlie scliooi-no child, hou-er-er rvell
blouglrt rip, u'i l l  be snfe in that neighborhoocl.
I cletrtive life'. for a chilcl of 6 or 8 or' 10, t life
rvhich lencls to freerlorn ancl clignitl', lrerns
making a, neighbor'hood in l-hich sucir a life
is possible. fhis can no lolger be accorn-
plished by single families. El'en the 6-year-
old girl belongs to a l-ider rvorlcl than home.

Incleecl. the greatest indiviclual creativ-
ity of ltrte chilclhood iies in the cliscovery of
the rvicler rvorld: rvhat it looks like, feels like,
rvhat one can clo in it rncl rvith it. \\hen
aclolescence corlles, bo1's ancl girls will again
be preoccupied rvith cprestions about themselyes
ancl t l iei l ou'n bodies, tbout rvho tl iev are and
rvhnt thev rvill becorne. But clnring the rears
of chilclhood, thel' are flee-as they l-ere not
as l itt le children ancl rrs tl iev rri l l  no longer
be as rclolescents-to explore in every clirec-
tion, to l-onder, to rrsk questious, to trv thilgs
out, to experiment rvith skil ls rncl strength.
Ancl chilch'eri rvill do thiirgs on their orvn if
ndnlts establisl i safe pathrvays for t l iem,
rvhich encl in a pnrk or a t'oocl, 11 museuln, rl
fair, a hil l  to clinb, a cave to explore. The
chilclren rvill estrrblish their o\\-1r groups. The
boys rvill clecicle l-hich girls trle enough like
boys to go nlong l-ith then. I 'he girls rvho
rvisli to rernain close to horne ancl clornesticitv

l-ill set their own limits, already turning their
e)'es towarcl olcler boys, trying to be tnole
gro\1'n up than they are. Given enough to
think about ancl do, both boys and girls rvil l
be corrtent to prolong this precious period
rvhel their curiosity is so fresh, their minds
ltre so clear trncl untloubled.

Chilclren of this age neecl tirne to be
alone nnd places l'here thel' r'ill be unclis-
turberl ancl c,nn do things by therlselves- -reacl

<lr nrake things or perhaps begin dinry keep-
ing-rlncl rvhere they can sirlplv lie flat ancl
do uotl i ing. Chilclren neecl t ime to grou'.
Grol' ing pnins are leal ancl r, hint to cli i lcl
luncl pu'ent t lrnt the chilcl neecls rest. If chil-
clren are irl lol 'ecl to have time just to sit in t l ie
blclivarcl or l ie stariug nt. the ceil ing, then
Itrter, rvhen tl ie overrvhelnring periocls of tt lrtzi-

rresstt of aclolescelce colne, eyer') 'one in tire
familv u'i l l  be usecl to,Ii lruny's preference for
a prrlt iculrrr col'nel'ancl ,I irriury, nsetl to sitt ing
tl iele, nrr.y be able to estinrate ltorv fnr his long
legs ale now stletching into the rniclclle of the
I 'OOlI.

IJefore adolescence begins, parents need
to help chilclren to establisl i t l ie conclit ions
rvit l i in l-hich they rvil l  latel be able to rnove
arvav out into the world aucl ou into the {uture.
The steps can be set up ctrefnlly cluling chilcl-
hoocl: ttYes, you cnll t.trke your luuches and
bicycle out to the ball park if yon go rvith
Bil l1"'-for Bil ly l ias ulretcly macle the trip
ancl knorvs the u-av. ((Yes, if y'ou ancl Ruih
go together, ) 'ou lnay go to the luovies.' '  Tltel
l-hen the aclolescent rvants to clo tl i iugs, t l ie
pattern wil l be establisl iecl of going rvith sorne-
one rvho lias gone tl iere befole, of slrtrt ' ing an
experience l-ith one ol trvo friends, of being
ttustecl to be sensible ancl not get into trouble;
lu,ncl eventualiv aclolescents rvil l  tmst thetu-
selves to go trcross the continent, or go to Eu-
rope, or take r job far arvay flotn l iome. The
lin'rits of tmst, nncl so the l iurits of self-con-
ficleuce, nle sti l l  clepeucleut on horne. Scliools
mn1' strictly supelr-ise scliool t irnel bnt there
are sti l l  n'eekends au"d holiclavs l-hen childlen
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are free and mrst leam horv to enjoy their
freedorn. Step b-v step, they lealn horv to
move fnrther from their' liorne base, finding
the rvay, ttkiug crornpatriorrs rvho kuorv, look-
ing up their clestination on n mrp, packirrg
their orvrr mckstcks, lerming to eat rvhetr
tl iey are hungt'v, learniug tiot to get overtirecl,
lellning horv to be resourcefnl, horv to avoicl
etrrergencies uticl liorv to rrieet thetn rvlien they

occrlr. These are tl ie essentirl lessons of late
chilclhoocl, l-hile chilch'cn :l le exploling in
space and before thev r-t 'rrtru'e iuto rr futnr.e
rvhich rvil l  be rnore theils t l i irn orrr.s. so tltr.t
the parent cirrl str] :

You must be free to take a path
Whose end I have no need to knosr-.

,t-Z-? 
^r,

V,t)

\\\N,r\ i'.
l[tr, ,,
/ // rllul,l

/ \ r

l//r/.--

o\t|tr,'
\rr l

35

Provided by the Maternal and Child Health Library, Georgetown University



V.

II{ LATER CHILDHOOD, although chil-
clreu i lo ventule al ' irr ' . they sti l l  nre tiecl to
their honre and ure conipletely depencletrt on
the support trir l tnrst they fincl trt home even
in tl ieir attelnpts to defy it. Rut a nelv clisis
occurs as tlre' :rt lolescent nsks for-or rejects-
the heip of t lre horne in leaviug it. As an in-
cliviclual rrncl rrs ir rnernlrcr of a clique or gloup
much u'it lel than the neighborhood gloup of
chi.lclren. t l ie aclolescent rvil l  question everl '
valne rucl every taste leamed in childhood.
An ear' l.r- chilclhood learning t,hat l-as fuli rncl
l ich l-i l l  be revivif ied as the adolescent
stmggles l'ith the problens of goocl ancl evil,
l i fe anii rvork, rvith t]re qnestion of rvliat to be
and rvho to be. -\nd the aclolescent l ' i l l  agrin
live tlu'ough rnalry of the experieuces of eurly
childlioocl, l 'onrlering and cpestioning ancl
attempting to make something out of the nerv
spurt of grorvth ancl the chnnges going oit
insicle the bocll ' . I luch of t ire clear-eyed as-
surance of the ncti le, cor.rf iderrt chilcl l ' i l l  seenr
to be disnppealing. The interest ir i the out-
sicle rvorld-in things irncl in horv things
rvork-u'hich rvas a tnujol interest. in late
chilclhood l.ntv no\\' be usecl as a screerl rvhich
the I 'oung irclolescent sets betrveeu hirnself aucl
It is clevelolt ing irnpnlses, betu'eerr himself ancl
his cornpauions.

Once mole tlie process of grox'th sup-
plies a sense of creation. The skirnr l i tt le
boy rnd girl are beconring r mrll iurcl rr
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\yoman, capable not only of becoming adults
but adults l-ho can produce their kind and
l'ho can do all the things aclults htrve done
thlonghout. tirne rucl uelv tltings as well-
traveling the seas, exploriug space, building
bliclges ancl rotrcls ancl houses, striling boats,
plnnting gtu'dens, getting jobs, l 'r i t ing books.
The sense of a rnatuling body ancl n maturing
nrincl and the sense of the openness of the
futnre give tr special qunlity to nclolesceuce.
The boy aud the gill tr1' to holcl otr to the
pnst, to tl ie memory of the surelless of their
alns ancl legs ltst year, rvhen thel' rvere ex-

llloring, r'etrturing fnrthel out iuto tr rvorlcl
thltt taas, rr solicl. rerl rr'orlcl. Rut the ndo-
lescerrt 's l-ollcl is not yet solid nncl real. In
fact, the l 'ollcl mav chtuge its sltupe alto-
gether becnuse of one rdolescetrtts choice--tire
clecisiorr to becorne ru engineer', r l lul 'se, a
pilot, t sheep frrrrnel in lustralin, to go to
Iltska. to stucll '  Snrrskrit, to becorne a fi le-
mlu, to go to tl ie moolt. Each choice is fute-
ful both for the nclolescent and for the u-orlcl.
ttHorv clo 1'ou knou' 'who I arn,t ' a 1ii-yerr-old
girl nskecl her mother, l 'ho rvas sneeling tt
hel clirydreanis. "Horr do vou knorv n-hnt I
ririglrt be ? For all vou knorv, I migbt sonte-
clal ' be u glent actress ! 'r The choice of be-
corning a fir 'ernan mav involve saving the l ives
of cmcial people; the choice of becoming tr.

lr i lot mn1' mean pilotitg tbe plane on rrhose
frte the fate of natious hrrngs. Nothing is as
yet decicled, ancl the whole process of decision
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is momentous. Asked rvhat he was thinking
about, a 12-year-olc[ boy, already as tnll as a
man, repliecl clrearnily, "f think of the past
and all the things I 'r 'e clone and all the things
I coulcl do, rvho I'rn going to Inarry ancl rvhele
Itn goiug to l i 'r 'e.tt In each snch rer-erie, I
rvhole l'ollcl is crertecl, a rvhole series of pos-
sible rvorlcls corne into being. The sheep fl lrn
l'ill be ft vely dillerent sheep farm if ,Iirn
clecicles to be r sheep farrner. Tlie l'liole fu-
ture of Alnska l lay clepencl on his presence if
Pete is elected go\.eflror. Hunclrecls of
mothers ancl babies 'rvill conre srrfell' thlough
life if Snsan decicles to be a nrl lse. The secret
of r sptce tlr ive rri l l  be solvetl if I l i l l  becomes
an engineer.

As the l itt le chilcl needecl materials to
make a rvorld, sancl and clay ancl sticks turcl
stones. the adolescent needs nerr kincls of rru-
terials to fi l I in all the gaps in these possible
rvorlcls, nlllorlg rvhich he or she must choose.
I\'hen a bov thinlis about going somel'hele-
rvest or north or to help clevelop Antarcticrr-
he neecls to knol- what l i fe is l ike there, rvhnt
it looks l ike,'w'ho rvent there before him, l-hat
the chances are for him to shorv his skil l  rnd
endurance ruxler stress! rvhat in the uatnre of
heroisrn in the past can provicle l i im with t
rnodel for his heroisn'r in the futnre. \\-hen
a girl clreums of becoming'ir nurse or f l ci lse-
rvorker, she neecls to knorv l-hitt n hospital is
like, l-hat it means to clirnb fir'e flights of
stairs in a slrlm tenement, l ' l i t- Florence Niglrt-
ingale has become a syrnbol of the nnrse n-ho
knorrs no clistinctiolls an"rorlg those rvho need
her cale, rvhy Jtne Adclan"rs l-as called t(the

angel of the city streets.' '  A boy rvho is
clrenrning of clinbing a rnountain rvhose
heights have never 1'et been scrlecl neecls books
nnd fihns ancl personal conttct rvith mounttrin
climbers who rurclelstancl rvliat it was l ike to
clirnb lfount E'r-erest or' ]Iount lfcl(inlev ol
the Aconcagua.

Aclolescents ulso neecl cli l lelent l i incls
of experience to open theil e1'es to possibil i t ies
rvhich clo not l ie directly befor.e tirem. Thev

need to discoler ho'iv very wicle tire range of
choice retrlly is. Couutry-brecl boys ancl girls
neecl to visit cit ies I city-brecl, they leecl to see
the country and the u-ilcleniess. Frorn inlancl
thel' shoulcl go to the sea: frotn the nallol-
coastl ines into the l ieult of the conntly. ' Ihe;'

sl ioulcl cross tl)e bounclirries of fnnril irrr socitrl
uicl econonric gloups, nreet lourlg people who
lule richer ancl pool'er. ttrole tt ' :rr-elecl trntl less
traleled than they are. nreet manv clifferent
kincls of peoli le, t lr their' l ttnd-.. l iol 'er-el
brieflv, at l] l i l l l l  cl ifferent kincl-" of things.
IJefore they mtke their choices, thel' shoultl
be couflonterl l ' i th enongh of the choices ther'
could nrtrke to keep their clecisions fronr hurcl-
ening too soon of too narrorvly.

A boy's dayclrean of being the first
mirn to larrcl on the noou nrrrv coutain n'ithirr
it his ambition to becon're trn Annv pilot ol tr
niembel of the glound cl'e\\' orl l-liorn tlie
,q:rfetv of rr platre clepencls. An tclolescerrt
dleunr of beconiing r gteat nmsicirrn nrrrv latel
shape a clecision to work in a recorcl shop or
become a souncl teclurician in ir recorcling
stnclio. Gills u-ho clreltlr of crrring for ir hnu-
clrecl neecll- chiiclren u'ill be using these rlreams
in cnling for their ou-n chilch'en. Tlie quietel
irnd sobeler clecision l-i l l  ner-ertheless be a
cli l lerent clecision if i t is mncle 'rvith sonle serrse
of all t l iat coulcl be, niiglit be cloue in the
l'ollcl. Bnt rvithout this u-icler f l irnres'oll i
rvit l i in rvhich mirnv dilTelent solutions nrirv be
fonncl, much of the cleative eliergy of rrcloles-
celce l lray be rvtrsted.

For some )'ollng people, hon'ever', i t is
not the lack of rr rviclel f luureu-or'k t lrtt clttups
their rnrbitions tncl ciinis t l ieir hopes, lntt
rather the sense tl i trt t l iele is too gleat u galr
betl-een l-lrtrt thet' coulcl be-in their o\yll, ol'
their pnrentst or their tetchelst th'eatns-tt it l
u'hat they' l lo\y iu'e. The clesile to be an nrchi-
tect rnry be blockecl bv an inubil it l '  to lettl
rvell or to sperk grirnrnrirt icit l lr ' . the tlesile to
be a, plivsicist b1- pool t luining it i tnrtthenrutics,
the i lesire the nirr-ignte rr shil l  bv ignolarice of
the serr and tire kind of knou'leclge thrt rvoulcl
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be required. All over the countr),, there are
young people rr'ho need lielp in finding sorne
uext steps, smaller ancl rnore possible than the
leap rrhencl they see as hopeleis rrncl r-et neces-
sary. 

'\Yhat 
tirey tieed is some iclea. of next

steps n'hicli l-ill stnrt them off from u-lier.e
they nre tron- atrd lercl them ton-arcl au attain-
able gonl-rvhich cnn tlieri be ler-i-secl us ther-
upltroach succe,ss, 'f Ire.qe lrclolescents i l l .e
fonncl irr r-err unclerplivi legerl prrr.ts of big

not only rvith the possibil i ty of l iaving the
sort of l i fe their irnmecliate birckslouncl err-
coul'ages ol t l iscournges, but rrlso irn enti lely
dilferent one ?

In many other kincls of societies, aclo-
lesceuts clo lot htr-e freerlonr to become sorle-
tl i ing else. fn some societies, the son of t
farmer must farm ancl the son of a fishermrn
titust f isl i, trucl one:s leligion trncl occnnation

cities, in small out-of-the-rvay comrnrurit ies;
as children, sonre o{ t l iem appnlently l-ere
giverr ever.t.thing b}' palents, l-ho smotlierecl
thern in their. orvn ambitions. l-suallv their
orvn purents cannot help theur. Tliese rle the
young people to l-ntcir for anrong one's chil_
ch'en's friencls, iu the small r-i l l :rge neftr r
surumer lesort, among tlre cli i ldren on the next
block, and, particultrly if one is n teacher..
arnong the young people one tencires. I{ou-
ale they to gtrin tl ie {reedorir to come to griyrs

lurcl t ire kind of girl a bo1- crn lnurry ancl the
kincl of boy I girl crln nll l .r ' \- l le rrl l  cleter.-
rnined by rvho oue:s ptrerts or foster l)al.ents
iu 'e.  I r r  societ ies l ike t l rese.  , r - l ,e , .e ever , . r . t  l r i r rg
is settlecl fot. aclolescents, the gretrt slrurt of
glol-th, the cliange itrto t nrittule boclv clp_
nble again of  the iu tense feel ing of  a 

"voung

chilcl, cloes not provicle auv -quch clentir-e ex-
pel' iellce. I lovs and gil ls nittule, cour,t erch
otliet'. l l l l l ' l 'y, settle clou'n to the occultatitns
of their' par.ents, rurrl follou- theil t irrlents'
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l\'ays. But in the United States and in any
modern society-u'hich is now beginning to
include all the rrorld-things are changirrg so
fast that it tnkes longer to gron up and one
gro\1 s up to a different rvorld from the rvorld
of one's parents. It is tr rvorld of nex. possi-
bilities, possibilities rvhich one's o$'n parents
never knerv, r.i'hich no onets parents ever kne.w'.

Adolescence began to be a time of
struggle and excitement as soon as choice
tame into a ci'i.ilizatioll-e\:en the choice not
to be a king or not to be an artist although
one lyas born into the riglrt family. \\rith the
opening of neu' possibilities-when the sarne
indiviclual can become a college president or
a mechanic, a chicken farmer or n stockbroker,
a poet or a policemiul-the changes in the
body ancl the changes in the future come to-
gether for every adolescent lvhose eyes are
open to the future.

This sense of possibility takes different
forms in boys and in girls. Girls have an
or.erriding desire to marry and htr.r'e children,
a sense of the self as rvife and mother rvhich
is often so strong that a sense of the self trs an
individual is lost. Higli civil izations have
protected girls during this period in ordet to
give them a chance to grorv r little older and
to get used to the irnpulses rvhich se€m so netv
to them, to get used to their nerv personalitv.
Otherrvise the upsurgp of a sense of being tr
gro\yn \\'omarl may sway a girl torvard tr n-rar-
riago rvhich rvill not work. For rnost girls,
marriage before they have had a chance to try
out their minds and their skil ls, before they
have discovered rvhat kinds of individuals
they could be, means that they uever rvil l  dis-
coyer rvhat they could have become. Trventy
yerrs later, their children gro\vn, rvithout
education or background, their lives often
seem empty, shorn of dignity, and rvithout
freedom.

For boys, almost ahvays later than for
girls, adolescellce is also a period rvhich can
be short-circuited in too circnurscribed an en-

vironment. And it is necessary to recognize
in horv many difrerent rvays clillerent adoles-
cents may use their rle\y erlerg]', their sense of
ne\y po\Ters and nel- strengths. In sotne
yolrng people, this creatir.e outburst is taken
out in simple acts of speed arid po\rer, in orrn-
ing a car ancl driving it fast. In others it
tnkes the form of falling in lor-e, ancl the
chosen girl or boy is endor-ed rvith all the
excitement of finding out about love. In sorne
it, mny take tire form of deep friendship or'
hero rvorship for someone of one's o\rl) sex.
lhe sense of intensity may lead to r.eligrorrs
exciterlent, to dedicntion, to polit ical iderrl-
ism. ft rnay letrd to the cliscovery of specinl
aptitudes for science or t l ie trts or polit ics.
Ilut rvliatever form it takes. ndolescerrts need
time to absorb the nerv drenms and nerv direc-
tions, t ime to sort out the real frorn the utr-
real, t ime to measule abil ity against ambitioir
rvithout too much heartbreak, time to become
part of the future and to make tl ie future part
of themselr.es.

The casualties of our society are the
young people for l 'hom this opening up of
possibil i t ies cloes not huppen, rvho nre not
given, do not take the needed time. These are
the young lteople n-lio plunge itrto some folrn
of substitute adulthood-rrrce hotrods, dress
like artists rather thtur rvolking at becorning
trtists, mirrry and becotne parents rvithout
grorving up. They trre the adolescents l-ho
drift into gl.ng l ife and choose ens) po\yer
rathel than the discipline of a polit icrl or
bttsiness cAl-eer, rvho prefer easv money and
buving power to the more arduons rvolk of
studring or le:rming a skil l . 11-e have ex-
posed them too much trncl protected them too
little. \\'e have taught thelr'r to rvant l'hat
thev cannot have or have fnilecl to teach them
l'hat they could have becorne. It is here that
the earlier fnilures in the houre, in the sr:hool,
in the neighborhood, nnrl in the cornrrunity
sno\Y up.

Rnt each adolesceut l-hose horne has
providecl hirn rvith some of the things ire norv
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needs-trust and self-confidence, knowledge
of lvays of testing out his orvn aptitudes or of
exploring nelv ideas, poetry or music to form
a landscape of the spirit rvithin n'hich nerv
moods n-ill have their place--each such ado-
lescent becomes the focus of grorvth for his
or her companions. Just because the opinions
of the peer group are so important, each ado-
lescent rvhose childhood has been fortunate
can make all the difference to other adoles-
cents less fortunate, whose imagination and
trust and curiosity have not been cherished
and fed. To solve our problems of children
n-ho become truant ancl retrrded in school,
children rvho become clelinqnent because no
provision has been rnncle for thern, rvhose li'r'es
have been narrorvecl and broken, rvhose talents
may be utterly lost, u-e need concerted action
by rvhole communities, by States, in the Na-
tion. To protect all our children-those of
our Nation ancl of nll other nations, frienclly
and unfrienclll'-rve need concerted action on
a rvorldrvicle scnle. Parents rvill differ in the
extent to rvhich, as citizens or in their rvorking
lives, they'can help establish these rvider rvays
of cherishing children and young people. But
all parents rvho hal'e been able to cherish their
on'n children make a contribution to rntrny
chilclren, first in the neighborhood ancl in
school ancl then among the clusters of ado-
lescents x'ho gather together and complement
one another and help one rnother become men
and wornen rrho rvill continue to grorv.

Because r-ords have to be arranged ou
& p&ge-etlch phrase ancl sentence and para-
gra,pli coming after the one before-it lias
been necessary to set everything down as a
sequence, as if every parent in the land rvere
just now becoming the nerv parent of a nerv
baby and never before hacl brought up allv
children. If pictures coulcl be nsed insteacl
of rvorcls, it t'ould be possible to sholr' rll the
kincls of frmilies and trll the monents of de-
cision ftt once. It rvoulcl be possible to see nt
one tirne pictures rvhich would include the
rnillions of Imet'ican parents: those with one
child and those rvith five or ten children, par-

&

ents whose youngest child is now 2 or 12 or
16 years old, parents rvho have decided to do
something different rvith the second baby or
rvith the last born baby-the traby rvho used
to be called a "frost blossom" and norv is
called a t'do-it-yourself grandcliild." Among
all these parents, there rvould be the ones 'lvho

g&rre rr great deal of time and thought to
making a beautiful, creative environment for
a littie child and rvho are nolv so discouraged
by his present phase, in 'n-hich he does nothing
but talk baseball from moming till night, or
'n-atch TV, or argue atrout the standing of
name bands, that they hnve almost decided it
\yas not rvorth it. And perhaps the next
younger children rvill be robbed of an equally
beautiful early childhood before the parents
disco'r'er that the first child, who for a rvhile
seemed so wrapped up in olle game or one
hobby, really did absorb everything and at 16
is becoming n delightful person 'nith eyes open
to the rvorld and to the sky, remembering the
past and moving into the future.

As children grow, each age gives par-
ents special chances. For the nervborn, par-
ents can determine the start and be sure that
lrhateler happens, the future rrill be safer'.
For school-age children, th.ey can finds'ways of
provicling trll kinds of opportunities, many
of rvhich young people will seek out for thern-
selves. The teenager rvho never danced in his
mother's arms lnay begin to dance rvith r sense
of cliscovery and an intensity rvhich is terrify-
ing to adults l'ho never responded to music
in any fonn. The experiments in rvearing
costumes and playing Lone Ranger, or Poctr-
hontas, or Superm&n, or Dary Crockett, or
Sleeping Beauty, or sp&ceman and space-
\vomru), which children nrny have rnissed at
5 yetrs, lnfty appear in the rnake-believe of
teenage fads in dress and mallners. In turn,
the mother rvho is just norv learning horv to
help her third child be creative as a 4-year-old
may suddenly find herself with a ne\y under-
standing of the older children. So, too, the
father rvho skipped his first son's babyhood,
rvaiting for the years rvhen they could phy
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catch, mey now, in discovering his fourth
child's creativity, also discover his adolescent
sonts.

So, yonng people whose early chilclhood
did not provide tr ground plan for their reltr-
tionship to thernselves, to the n-orld, to other
people, are gil'en & ne\1- chance to find them-
selves in trdolescence. Parents rvho thouglit
very little of r.r-hat they rvere doing with their
young children can provide support for nerv

interests and ambitions. Communities lvhich
Iurve neglected their elementary schools can
clevelop high schools in rvhich special nllow-
ance is made for those n-hose early education
lvas ernpty and unimaginative. The rvhole
community-indnstry, government, the ser-r'-
ices-ctrn unite in providing space and time
rund situtrtions in which young people call ex-
periment rvith an as-if world before they sottle
dorvn to dignity and freedom in a real lvorld.
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Other Children's Bureau
publications for parents

For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government
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