









































































































































































































































MOTHERS’ PENSION LAWS IN THE UNITED STATES. 83

care for and bring up the child or children for whose benefit such allowance
is made. No such allowance shall be made to any person unless such person
shall have been for at least two years prior to application therefor a resident
of the State and is legally entitled to relief within the county or city wherein
she applies for an allowance and resides in such county or city and is either—

" (@) A citizen of the United States;

*(b) The mother of a child or children born in the United States whose
father was a resident of the State for a period of two years immediately preced-
ing his decease or commitment and had declared his intention to become a
citizen of the United States within a period of five years immediately preceding
his decease or commitment ;

" {¢) The wmother of a child or children born in the United States, if such
mother has resided in this country for a period of at least five years prior to
making application for such allowance and has declared her intention to become
a citizen of the United States.”

SEc. 2. Subdivision (a) of subdivision two of section one hundred and fifty-
seven of such chapter, as added by chapter five hundred and forty-six of the
Laws of Nineteen Hundred and Twenty-two, is hereby amended to read ag
follows:

“(a) Grant an allowance to any dependent widow or to any mother whose
husband is an inmate of a State institution for the insane or confined under
a sentence of two years or more of actual confinement in a State prison,
or to any mother whose husband is totally incapacitated by physical disa-
bility or ailment. No such allowance shall be made to any person unless
the board of child welfare deems such person to be a proper person mentally,
morally, and physically to care for and bring up the child or children for whose
benefit such allowance is made, No such allowance shall be made to any person
unless such person is legally entitled to relief within the county wherein she
applies for an allowance and is either a citizen of the United States; or the
mother of a child or children born in the United States whose father has been
a resident of the State for at least two years and has declared his intention
to become a citizen of the United States within a period of five years immedi-
ately preceding his decease or commitment; or the mother of a child or chil-
dren born in the United States, if such mother has resided in this country for a
period of at least five years prior to making application for such allowance, and
bas declared her intention to become a citizen of the United States,

“An allowance made by the board shall not be for a longer continuous period
than six months without renewal, which allowance may be continued from time
to time at the same or different amounts, for similar periods or less, either suc-
cessively or intermittently, or may be revoked at the pleasure of the local board
of child welfare.

“ Before granting an allowance the board shall not only determine that the
mother is a suitable person to bring up her own children and that aid is neces-
sary to enable her to do so, but further that if such aid is not granted the
child or children must be cared for in an institutional home.

“Such an allowance or allowances shall not exceed the amount or amounts
which it would be necessary to pay to an institutional home for the care of
such child or children.”

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect immediately.
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NORTH CAROLINA.
[Public Laws 1923, ch. 260, p. 583.]
An Act To aid needy orphan children in the homes of worthy mothers,

The General Assembly of North Caroline do encet: SEcriox 1. That the
boards of county commissioners of the several counties of the State are hereby
authorized, in their discretion, to make an allowance to any eligible mother
(as hereinafter explained and defined) for her support, where she is left with
a child or children under fourteen years of age, under the conditions herein-
after set forth.

Sgc. 2, That the county board of charities and public welfare of any county,
after investigation by the county superintendent of welfare, may determine
what amount within the provisions of this act is advisable for the care of a
¢hild or c¢hildren. and shall recommend to the board of county commissioners
that an appropriation be made for the support of such mother and child or
children under fourteen years of age.

Sec. 3. That the maximum amount to be allowed per month under this
act shall not exceed fifteen dollars for one child, ten dollars additional for
the second child, and five dellars addirional for the third child. or any excess
of three: Provided, The total amount shall not exceed forty dollars, except in
extraordinary circamstances in which it appears to the satisfaction of the
hoard of comty commissioners that a total of forty dollars per month would
I'e insufficient to secure the purposes above set forth.

Sec. 4 That to be eligible to apply for mother’s aid a woman must be the
mother of a child or children under fourteen years of age, a resident of the
State of North Carolina for three years, and a resident of the county for one
vear preceding., and possessed of sufficient mental, moral, and physical fitness
to be capable «f maintaining a home for herself and child or children and
prevented only from lack of means. Such person must be either a widow, or
divorced. or deserted, if it be found impossible to require the husband to
support her, or the hushand is found to he mentally or physically incapacitated
to support his family, or it the husband be confined in any jail and assigned
to work the roads of any county or in auny penal or eleemosynary institution,
provided no relative is able and willing to undertake sufficient aid: Provided,
That if the mother is given partial aid or assistance by any relative or charita-
ble organization, the board of county commissioners, in their discretion, may
make allowance to such mother to help out the same where it may be neces-
«ary, in their opinion and judgment.

SEgc. 5. That any board of county commissioners faking advantage of the
provisions of this statute may require that the report of the investigation of
the county superintendent of welfare in every case shall be presented to and
approved by the judge of the juvenile court in that county before making an
appropriation.

SEc. 6. That the State Dhoard of charities and public welfare shall have
general oversight of the administration of this act with the view to making
it uniform throughout the State; shall furnish all necessary bhlanks and give
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MOTHERS PENSION LAWS IN THE UNITED STATES, 85

such advice and help as it can in order to aid in efficiently securing its purpose.
The county superintendent of public welfare shall make his report on any
case to the board of county commissioners in duplicate, one copy of which
shall be forwarded at once. with the action of the bhoard of county commis-
sioners indorsed thereon. to the State board of charities and public welfare and
one filed by the hoard of county commissioners with its records in the case.
The State board of charities and public welfave shall at once notity the board
of county commissioners of itx approval or disapproval for reimbursement as
provided in section eight of thix act. and the said hoard nuy suggest additional
requirements for the considerarion of the board of county conumissioners.

SEc. 7. That after investication by the county welfave officer. when the
hoard of county commissioners shall adjudge that a mother is entitled to
ald under thix act. <uid hoard of county commissioners shall determine the
monthly amount that the hoard of county commissioners may allow. and
order its treasurer in writing to pay said amount to the person designated
by it. and coutinue the same monthly until the order he changed or the ex-
piration of the time for which the order is limited.

Sec. 8. That at the end of each fiscal quarter the treasurer of the county
wherein aid hasx been granted shall furnish an itemized statement in each case
of amounts paid, duly certified by him under oath, to the State board of charities
and public welfure. If each case thereon shall have been approved by the
State Dboavd of charities and public welfare and all required regulations of
this aet shall have been fulfilled. the State board of charities and publie
welfure shall certify thie account to the State treasurer, wihereupon the State
treasurer shall immediately make out and forward to such county treasurer
his voucher for one-half of the total amount certified as having actually
been paid out by the county. Suecl voucher shall be made out against any
fund in the treasury not otherwise appropriated: Provided, The total amount
for the State shall not exceed a maximum of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000)
per year. to bhe apportioned among all the counties on a per capita basis:
Provided, That the proportionate share of any county not availing itself as
above provided by this act shall remain in the hands of the Stute treasurer
until otherwise appropriated.

SEc. 9. That all laws and clauses of laws in conflict with the provisions of
this act are hereby repealed,

Sec. 10, That this act shall be in force from and after its ratification.

Ratified this the 26th day of February, A. D. 1923.
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NORTH DAKOTA.

[Session Laws 1923, ch. 156, p. 153.]

An Act To amend and reenact chapter 185 of the Session Laws of 1913 relating to the
the support of needy women who are the mothers of and who are compelled to support
one or more children under sixteen years of age.

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the State of North Dakotar
Sectron 1. Allowance to mothers—In every county in the State of North
Dakota any mother who has one or more children under the age of xixteen vears,
who are dependent upon her for support, shal] receive an allowance of fifteen
dollars a month for each such child, or such portion of it as becomes necessary
for the support of each such child, such sum to be paid outr of the county
treasury as hereinafter provided. Said dependency of child or children must
be due to death of father or his inability or unfitness to support them by reason
of physical or mental ailment or to his confinement in a penal institution when
such inability extends over a period of at least six months.

Sec. 2. Conditions of allowance~—Such allowances shall be nuwde by the
county court only with the approval of the county commissioners and only
upon the following conditions:

(1) The child or children for whose benefit the allowance is made must be
living with the mother.

(2) The allowance shall be made only when in its absence thie mother would
be unable to maintain a suitable home for her children.

(3) The mother must in the judgment of the county court be o proper person
morally, physically, and mentally for the bringing up of her children.

(4) When the allowance shall be necessary in the judgment of the county
court to save the child or children from neglect.

(5) When the mother has been a resident of the county in which the appli-
cation is made at least one year previous to the making of such application.

(6) When the mother is a citizen of the United States, or has legally declared
her intention to become a citizen.

(7) When it appears that any mother, whose children are dependent by
reason of the nonsupport, abandonment, or desertion of her husband for six
months or longer, has made criminal complaint against such husband. or father
of the children, and has assisted and will continue to assist in all reasonable
efforts to locate and to prosecute him.

(8) When it appears that the father of the dependent children is physically
or mentally unable or unfit to support them, he must be under proper and
reasonable treatment for the possible removal of such defect.

(9) Each applicant under this act shall make a full disclosure of all of her
real and personal property, if any, and shall not be eligible for an allowance
when in the opinion of the court she has sufficient real and personal property to
provide for the needs of her children.

(10) If the county court finds that the funds allowed under this act are not
judicially used, it may order the allowance made in supplies and provisions,
in which case it shall be administered by the county child welfare board, if
there be one, or by some proper person appointed by the court.
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Sec. 3. When allowance shall cease.—When any child shall reach the age
of sixteen years any allowance made to such mother for the henefit of such
child shall cease,

Src. 4. Imvestigation.—Before making any order of allowance under this
act it shall be the duty of the court, either through the judge in person or a
probation officer designated for that purpose, to make inquiry as to all the
points necessary to establish the right to such allowance, and particularly
to inquire whether the surroundings of the household, including its members,
are such as to make for the good character of children growing up therein ; to
ascertain all the financial resources of the family, including the ability of its
memhers of working age to contribute to its support, and if need he to urge
upon such members their proper contribution; to take all lawfu! means
to secure support for the family from relatives under legal obligation to
render such support:; to ascertain the ability of other relatives to assist the
family. and to interview individual societies and other agencies which may
be deemed appropriate sources of such assistance. Every family to which
an allowance has been made shall be visited at its home by a representative
of the court at least once in three months, and after each visit the person
making the same <hall make and keep on file as a part of the official record of
the case a detailed statement of the condition of the home and family, and all
other data which may assist in determining the wisdom of the allowance
granted and the advisability of its continuance.

SEC. 5. Duties of county officers—In each case where an allowance is made
under the provisions of this act and approved by the board of county commis-
sioners an entry to that effect shall be made upon the records of the county
court making such allowance, and the county judge shall notify the county
commissioners, county auditor, and county treasurer that such allowance will
be made, and it shall be the duty of such officers to make provisions for pay-
ing such allowance monthly until notified by the court that it shall be discon-
tinued,

SEc. 6. Apph’rution—llmriny_—Applications shall be made in writing to the
county court hy a person desiring aid or by some citizen in her behalf, stating
her residence., whether the applicant is a citizen or has declared her inten-
tion to become a citizen. the number of dependent children, their ages, and a
detailed statement of her real and personal property, if any, and of her in-
come, if any, together with an estimate of her probable needs in order to
maintain her home. The court shall set a day for a hearing, giving notice
in writing to the county commissioner of the district in which such woman
resides, and to the county child welfare bhoard, if there be one. The hearing
shall be not less than fifteen days from the date of such notice, Any inter-
ested taxpayer may file a statement with the court, or may appear in person
on the day set for the hearing, in support of, or protest against, the granting
of such application, and may appeal to the district court for reversal or modi-
fication of the action of the county court or the board of county commissioners
on such application.

SEc. 7. Duties of board of administration—It shall be the duty of the board
of administration to promote efficiency and uniformity in the administration
of this act, and to that end it shall advise and cooperate with county courts
with respect to methods of investigation, oversight, and record keeping ;
shall in cooperation with the county judges advise, recommend, and distribute
blank forms and shall assist the county judges in such other ways as may be
requested by them.

SEc. 8. Purpose of act.—The purpose of this act is hereby declared to be
1o enable the State and its several counties to cooperate with the responsi-
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ble mothers in rearing further citizens. The court may at any time alter.
modify, or discontinue any allowance granted whenever it shall appear that
such purpose is not being fulfilled. It is the further purpose of this act to
provide permanent aid to such mothers and their children as come within
its provisions. All temporary aid shall be granted under such laws as exist
for that purpose.

Sec. 9. All mother’s pensions granted prior to the time of the taking effect
of this article, under the laws now enforced, are by this act canceled. and
no further payments shall be made thereunder.

Sec. 10. Penalty for wviolation.—Any person fraudulently procuring or at-
tempting to procure an allowance under this act shall he guitty of a mis-
demeanor, unless the fraudulent act shall constitute a felony under the laws
of the State.

Approved March 5Hth., 1923,
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PENNSYLVANIA.
ILaws 1925, No, 200.]

A0 ACT 1O wend secllons oue dud three of the act, approved the tenth day of July, one
thousind nine hundeed and nineteen (Pamphlet Taws, eight hundred ninety-three).

CNEITied A ey praviding for assistauce to certain mothers : providing for the ap-
pelntinert of bouspds of trustoes for the several counties of the (‘,ommnnwealth, and
tor tie appointment of & State supervisor and assistants, and fixing the salaries of
such Srvate <apervisor and assistants; defining the powers and duties of boards of
trustecs. inchiting the power of appointing assistants and investigators, and the dig-
tribarion o tauds ar their disposal: providing for tHe apportionment of the State
apprepriction among the several counties, and requiring counties coming under the

provisions of the aet to appropriate certain moueys ; and providing penalties.”

SeCuoN 10 e it cnucted, ete., That section one of the act, approved the
tenth day of July, one thousand nine hundred and nineteen (Pamphlet Laws.
eight hundred ninety-threej, entitled “ An act providing for assistance to cer-
tain mothers: providing for the appointment of boards of trustees for the
several counties of the (,‘ummonwealth, and for the appointment of a State
supervisor and assistants, and fiving the salaries of such supervisor and ansist-
ants; defining the powers and duties of boards of trustees, including the
power of appointing assistants and investigators, and the distribution of funds
at their disposal; providing for the apportionment of the State appropriation
among the several eounties, and requiring counties coming under the provisions
of the uct 1o appropriate certain moneys; and providing penalties,” is hereby
amended to read as follows :

“ Sucrron 1. Be it enacted, ete., That in each county of the Commonwealth
which, by the action of its county commissioners, accepts the provisions of this
act the governor shall appoint a board of trustees, composed of seven women,
residents of the county, to he called the Board of Trustees of the Mothers’
Assistance und.,

“ Except as herein otherwise provided, such trustees shall hold office for a
term of six vears and until their successors are duly appointed and qualified.

*“ Whenever any county shall hereafter accept the provisions of this aect, the
first board of trustees shall be appointed as tollows: Two for two years each,
two for four years each, and three for sIX vears each, from the first day of
June next succeeding,.

*In all counties which have heretofore accepted the provisions of this act,
the board of trustees now in office shall continue in office as heretofore unless
removed by the governor. but the governor shall, before the first day of June,
one thousand nine hundred und twenty-three, designate two of said trustees
te¢ hold office for two vears edcll, two for four vears each. and three for six
years each, and where such board has less than seven trustees the governor
shall appoint additional trustees so that the total number may be seven, and
he shall accordingly fix their terms,

*“If the terms of trustees shall expire, the governor shall appoint successors
for terms of six vears euch.

* Vacancies, other than those due to the expiration of a term, shall be filled
by appointment by the governor for the unexpired term.
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“All counties which have heretofore availed themselves of the provisions of
the acts repealed by this act shall be deemed to have accepted the provisions
of this act, and shall be entitled to the benefits thereof.”

SEc. 2. That section three of said act is hereby amended to read as follows:

“ Sgc. 8. The State supervisor shall have general supervision over the boards
of trustees of the several counties, and shall act as general field organizer. She
shall be on the staff of the department of public welfare.

“The State supervisor shall formulate and issue to the boards of trustees
of the various counties rules of procedure by which they shall be governed, to
the end that uniformity of interpretation and practice shall obtain throughout
the Commonwealth., She shall visit. at least twice each year. the boards of
trustees of each county accepting the provisions of this act.

«“ She shall, as general field organizer, visit the county comiissioners of
those counties which have not availed themselves of the provisions of this act,
and shall explain to such commissioners the benefits accruing from the act
and the advantages of coming within its provisions, and shall assist such
county commissioners in the organization of boards of trustees.

“ She shall make a report annually to the commission of public welfare,
reviewing the work done under the provisions of this act by the trustees of the
various counties, laving special stress upon educational conditions of the
assisted families.”

Approved the 22d day of May, A. D. 1923.

[Laws 1923, No. 251.1

An Act Making an appropriation to carry into effect the provisious of an act, approved
the tenth day of July, one thousand nine hundred and nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, eight
hundred ninetv-three), entitled “An aet providing for assistance to certain mothers;
providing for the appointment of boards of trustees for the several counties of the
Commonwealth, and for the appointment of a State supervisor and assistants and
fixing the salaries of such State supervisor and assistants; defining the powers and
duties of boards of trustees, including the power of appointing assistants and investi-
gators, and the distribution of funds at their disposal; providing for the apportion-
ment of the Statc appropriation among the several counties; and requiring counties
coming under the provisions of the act to appropriate certain moneys; and providing
penalties.”

SgcTION 1. Be it enacted, etc.. That the sum of one million seven hundred

. fifty thousand ($1,750,000) dollars is hereby specifically appropriaied for the
two fiscal years beginning June first. one thousand nine hundred and twenty-

three, for the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions of the act, ap-

proved the tenth day of July, one thousand nine hundred and nineteen (Pam-

phlet Laws, eight lhundred ninety-three). entitled “An act providing for

assistance to certain mothers; providing for the appointment of boards of

trustees for the several counties of the Commonwealth, and for the appoint-

ment of a State supervisor and assistants, and fixing the salaries of such

State supervisor and assistants; defining the powers and duties of boards of

trustees, including the power of appointing assistants and investigators, and

the distribution of funds at their disposal; providing for the apportionment of
the State appropriation among the several counties, and requiring counties
coming under the provisions of the act to appropriate certain moneys; and
providing penalties.”

Skc. 2. Upon the approval of this act, the State treasurer, after deducting
from the entire amount appropriated the sums hereinafter designated for
salaries and expenses, shall divide the balance into two equal parts.
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The one part, hereinafter referred to as the second part, shall be held intact
for distribution on and after the first day of June, one thousand nine hundred
and twenty-four, in the manner hereinafter provided.

The other part shall, upon the approval of this act, be distributed and
apportioned to the several counties of rhe State according to the following
classification :

First class—Counties with a population of more than one million five

i hundred thousund inhabitants, twenty-four per centum.

Second class—Counties with a population of more than one million and
not more than one million five hundred thousand inhabitants, sixteen per
centum.

Third cluss—ounties with a population of more than two hundred thousand
and not more than one million inhabitants. equal parts of nineteen per centum.

Fourth cluss—C(Counties with a population of more than one hundred
thousand and not more than two hundred thousand inhabitants, equal parts
of twenry-six per centum.

Fifth class-—Counties with a population of more than fifty thousand and not
more than one hundred thousand inhabitants, equal parts of nine per centurm.

Sirth clasxs—Counties with a population of twenty-five thousand and not
more than fifty thousand inhabitants, equal parts of four and one-fourth per
centum.

Neventh  cluss—Counties with o population of twenty-five thousand in-
habitants or less, equal parts of cne and three-fourths per centum.

SEc. 3. On the first day of June, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-
four, the Stute treasurer shall set aside, out of the second part, to each county
. then orgznized under the mothers’ assistance system, a sum equal to that

apportioned to it under the preceding section. Except as in section five of this
act provided, the amount so set aside to any county, together with the un-
expended halance of the amount apportioned to the county during the first
vear, shall constitute the State’s assistance during the second yvear to sucl
coln; L,

SEC. 4. No county shall receive any sum from the State, under sections two
and three of this act, unless such county shall appropriate a like sum for the
same purpose.

SEc, 5.0 The money set aside on the approval of this act to counties that were
not at that time organized under the mothers’ assistance system and which did
not come into the system during the yvear ending May thirty-fivsr. onve thousand

‘ nine hundred and twenty-four, tozether with the halance of the <cvond part
remaining after the proper amounts huave been set aside s provided in sec-
tion three, shall constitute a fund to he kuown as the surplus fund.

A county organized under the mothers’ ussistance system prior to or Juring
the year ending May thirty-first, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-four,
may receive, during the second year, vut of the surplus fund, a sum additional
to that apportioned and set aside to it under sections two or three,

SEC. 6. No county shall receive its allotment of the State appropriation
available for any year under the classification appointed by this act unless
such county has accepted the provisions of the act of July tenth, one thou-
sand nine hundred and nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, eight hundred ninety-three),
and has placed at the disposal of the board of trustees a sum equal to the
amount available from the State appropriation for such year. But a county
may participate in the surplus fund if, in addition to the appropriations and
provisions hereinbefore required, it shail appropriate a sum equal to the
amount which it desires from the surplus fund.
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Nuoocounty shall be permitted to participate in such surplus fund to an
amount in excess of twenty-five per centum of the aggregute sum apportioned
antl set aside hy the State treasurer to that county for the entire two-vear
period.

Nkc. 7. Out of the amount hereinbefore appropriated. the following amounts
<hall be et apart, and applied for the following purposes :

For the payment of the salary of the State supervisor of the mothers’ as-
sistance fund. at the rate of three thousand dolars ($3,000) per annum. two
vears, the sum of six thousand dollars ($6,000).

[For the payment of the salaries of such assistant State supervisor, clevks,
und other employees as may be required for the proper conduct of the work
of the supervisor: for the traveling and hotel expenses of the supervisor and
his assistant, it any; for the cost of making special investigations: and for
contingent and oftice expenses two years. the sum of nineteen thonsand dol-
lars ($19,000). or so much thereof as may he necessary.

Approved the 28th day of May, A. D. 1923,
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RHODE ISLAND.

| Laws 19230 ch, 2540,

An o Act To provide wid tor mothers of dependent ehildren and in amendment of chapter
102 of the Genera! Taws ns amended hy chapter 1470 of the Public Laws, passed at the
January wession, A, Iy, 1917,

It is enacted by the general asxembly as folloiws: SecrioNn 1. The object of
this act is 1o provide aid for mothers of dependent children as herein specified
A shall Le liher:dly construed for the benefit of the children of such mothers.

SEC. 20 Tn every city where the board of aldermen, and in every town where
the town council, and in the case of the city of Cranston, the city council,
agrees ro cooperate with the State under the provisions of this act, there shall
be creared a local hoard of mothers’ aid consisting of not less than three nor
more than five qualified electors, or the office of local director of mothers’
aid. such local hoard or loeal director to be appointed in the cities by the
bhoard of aldermen and in the towns by the town council, and in the casge of
the city o Cranston. by the ecity council, who shall serve during the term of
such hoitrd of aldermen, town council. or city council, as the case may he. If
any member of a local board or the local director shall refuse to serve or bhecome
incapacirared, rhe hoard of aldermen, town council, or city council, as the case
may be. ~hall appoint some other qualified elector in his place and stead.
The term ~local hoard ” whenever used in this act shall be construed to mean
the local director of mothers’ aid, or the local board of mothers’ aid hereby
created.  The local board shall serve without compensation and shall, if com-
posed of rhree or more members, select a chairman and a secretary from their
OWn number.

Sec. 3. The local hoard shall have power, subject to the provisions of the
subsequent seetions of this act, to grant aid to mothers with dependent children
under fourreen years of age who desire and need such help if such mothers are
capable sl fir mentally, morally, and physically to bring up their children.
The aid wranted shall be sufficient to enable such mothers to properly care
for theiy children in their own lomes, and such mothers and their children
shutll not be deemed to he paupers by reason of receiving aid as aforesaid. The
word " mother " as used in this section shall include any person standing in
loco parentis to any child or children under sixteen years of age. Where the
child is in school with a satisfactory record of attendance and scholarship the
local board may at its option continue such aid until such child has reached
the age of sixteen vears.

SEC. 4. The local board shall determine if the mother is fit to bring up her
children. and the other members of the household and the surroundings of the
home are such as to make for good character, and aid from the local hoard
Is necessary to enable her to properly care for her children, by making an
immediate and careful inquiry inte the resources of the family and the
ability of itx other members. if any. to work or otherwise contribute to its
support. the existence of relatives able to assist the family, and of individuals.
societies, ov agencies who may be interested therein; shall take all lawful
means to compel all persons hound to support the mother and children to
suppoert them, and to enforce any other legal rights for their benefit: shall
press all members of the family who are able to work to secure employment :
shall endeavor to secure employment for them: and shall secure all necessary
aid for the mother and children which can be secured from relatives, organiza-
tions, or individuals.

SEc. 5. The local boards, either by one of their own number or by their duly
appointed agents, shall visit, at least once in every three months, at their homes
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eroother place or places where they may be living, each mother und her
dependent children who are being aided financially or otherwise by said loecal
board, and after each visit shall make and keep on file as u part of their
otficial records a detailed statement of the condition of the home and family
and all other data which may assist in determining the wisdom of the meas-
ures taken and the advisability of their continuance; ‘and said local beard
=hall at least once in each year reconsider the case of each mother with de-
pendent children with whom they are dealing, and enter their determinatlon,
with the reasons therefor, on their official records, and may discontinue such
ald when deemed advisable.

Sec. 6. This act shall apply to all mothers of dependent children. whether
or not they have a settlement within this State, who are citizens of this State
and shall have resided in the town in which they live not less thun vne year.

SEc. 7. No mother shall receive the benefits of this act who shall be emploved
in any factory, manufacturing, mechanical, business, or mercintile establish-
ment in vieolation of any law of this State.

SEc. 8. Any person or persons fraudulently obtaining or attempting to obtain
any benefits under this act shall be deemed guilty of a misdemneanor awd upon
conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of not less than tive dollars nor
more than one hundred dollars, or imprisonment in the county jail for a term
not exceeding six months, or both.

Src. 9. Every city or town making an appropriation for the purpose of pro-
viding aid for mothers of dependent children, available for expenditure by the
local board and conforming to all requirements of this act. shall be reimhursed
by the State for one-half of the amount expended for such aid in accordance
with and subject to the provisions of chapter 102 of the Genera! Laws as
amended.

Sec. 10. Chapter 102 of the General Laws, entitled “ Of the State Home and
School for Children,” as amended by chapter 1470 of the Public Laws passed at
the January session, A. D, 1917, is hereby further amended by adding thereto
the following sections:

“ Sec. 12. The commission shall establish a bureau of mothers” uid for de-
pendent children, which shall function a8 a division of the Xtate Home and
School for Children, and shall appoint & woman qualified by training and ex-
perience as State director. who shall hold office during the pleasure of said
commission and receive an annual salary of not exceeding twenty-tfive hundred
dollars. Said State director shall devote all her time to the duties of the
office and shall have general supervision of the operations of said bureau, and,
subject to the approval of the commission, may employ such assistants and
agents as may be necessary and fix their compensation within the amounts
appropriated therefor by the general assembly.

* Sre. 13. The State director, subject to the approval of the commission, shall
nive access to all records of the State Home and School for Children, and the
employees of the ‘placing-out department,” so called, shall cooperate with
and render such assistance to the State director as may be required in carry-
ing out the provisions of this act.

v Nre. 14, Said State director shall have general supervision over the work
of the local boards of the several cities and towns, and shall act as general
field organizer, and shall formulate and issue to said local hourds rules of
procedure by which they shall be governed, to the end that uniformity of
interpretation and practice shall be obtained throughout the State. She shall
Lave aceess to any records and other data kept by the local hoards or their
representatives relating to such aid and shall visit at least twice a year the
lncal beards of each city and town accepting the provisions of this aet and
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shall personally or by a duly appointed agent visit and inspect all families
aided under this act. She shall make a report annually to the commission.
reviewing the work done under the provisions of this act by the local boards
of the various cities and towns, laying special stress upon the educational
brogress of the children in families receiving assistance.

“8Ec. 15. A detailed statement of the amount expended for such aid by the
cities and towns in each calendar month shall be rendered by the local hoard
on or before the fifteenth day of the month tfollowing to the director, together
with such certificates and other guaranties as said director may require, and
upon approval by said director the cities and towns shall be reimbursed by
the State, for one-half of the amount so expended, out of the amount appro-
priated therefor by the general assembly,

“SEc. 16. If the mother so aided has a lawful settlement in another city or
town the other one-half of the amount of such aid given may be recovered
by the town giving it in an action of contract against the city or town liable
for her support in accordance with the provisions of section 27, chapter 93,
of the General Laws, and of any acts in amendment thereof or in addition
thereto.

" 8ec. 170 The general assembly shall annually appropriate the sum of
twenty-five hundred dollars for the purpose of paying the salary of said
director and such sum ag it may deem necessary for the employment of
assistants and agents, and for necessary traveling expenses authorized by this
act, and such further sum as thie general assembly may deem necessary for the
purpose of reimbursing the cities and towns in accordance with the provisions
of this act: and the State auditor is hereby directed to draw his orders upon
the general treasurer for the payment of said sums or so much thereof as
may from time to time be required upon receipt by him of proper vouchers
and certificates duly approved by said director.”

Sec. 11, For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this act during
the tiscal vear ending November 30, 1923, the sum of ten hundred fifty dollars
for the payment of the salary of the director, the sum of four thousand dollars
for the payment of assistants and agents and nhecessary traveling expenses,
and a further sum of fifty thousand doliars for the reimburement of cities
aud towns in wecordance with the provisions of this act. or so much ot the
several sums as may be necessuary, be, and the same hereby is, appropriated
out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated: and the State
auditor is hereby suthorized and directedd to draw his orders upon the gen-
eral treasurer for ihe payment of said sums or so much thereof us may from
time to time be required upon receipt by him of proper vouchers,

Sec. 12. Tor the purpose of coutinuing and rendering effective the provisions
of this act during the montlis of December, A. D, 1923, and January and
Irebruaiy, A. D. 1924, sums equal to one-tifth of the different sums appro-
priated by section 11 of this act shall be availuble for expenditure for each
such month, and amounts sufficient therefor are hereby appropriated out of
any money in the treasury not othierwise appropriated. The State auditor
is hereby authorized and directed to draw his orders on the general treasury
for the payment of such sums or so much thereof as may from time to time
be required upon receipt by him of proper vouchers required by this act, and
the general treasurer shall charge such expenditures authorized by this sec-
tion to the proper items of appropriations when made for the fiscal year ending
on the thirtieth day of November, A. D, 1924.

Sec. 18. This act shall take effect on the first day of July, A. D. 19283, and
all acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.

Approved May 15, 1923.
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TENNESSEE.

{Public Acts of Tennessee. 1923, ch, 67.1

“n Aot To amend “ An act to provide for a fund for the partial support of the children
of indigent mothers and to prescribe the conditions under which such funds shall be
sppropriated and the means Dy which this law should be administered, and to provide
tor *he fraudulent praetice in connection with it.” the same being chapter 104 of the
irublic Acts of 1921, by fixing the age limit of the beneficiaries therennider ar 17 vears,
and providing for the more efficient supervision and distribution of such fund.
Seerrox 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ten-

nessee. That section 2 of chapter 104 of the Public Acts of 1921 be, and the
sune is hereby, amended by adding after the words © husbauds © in the seventh
line of snid section. the following: ©or whose husbands arve mentally or
physically ineapable of supporting suell ebildren ™ and by striking out the
figure 147 fu the ninth line of said section and inserting in lieu thereof the
tigure ©17.7

Ske, 2 Be it further enacted. 'Phat sections 3 and T of said act he, and the
sanme are hereby, amended by striking out the figures =147 in the fifth and
<eventh lines and in the third line of said sections. respectively, and inserting
in lieu thereof the figures *17.”

SEc. 8. Be it further enceted. That subsection 4 of chapter 104 of the Public
Acts of 1921 be, and the same is hereby, amended by striking out the word
~one ” in the fourth line of said subsection 4 and inserting in Heuw thereot the
word “two.” And that said section 4 of said chapter 104 of the Public Aects
of 1921 be further amended by adding at the end of subsection 4 of said secrion
1 the tollowing: “(5) The mother must. in the judgment ot the juvenile. pro-
hate, or county judge, or chairman, be a proper person. morally. phy=ically. and
mentally, for the bringing up of her child or children.”

SEc. 4. Be it further enacted. That section 6 of said aet he, and the same is
liereby, amended by striking out all of said section after the word * him ™ in
(he sixteenth line thereof and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

~And he is hereby empowered to appoint. in his discretion, some person or
persons to carry out the provisions of this act and to supervise the disiribution
of xaid fund under his direction and control, and who shall be officiaily known
as the supervisor and assistant supervisor of mothers’ pensions, respectively:
Provided. That nothing in this act shall be construed to prohibit the juvenile,
probate, or county judge, or chairman, in eounties having :t county probation
Atlicer. from appointing such probation officer. supervisor. or assistant super-
“isor of mothers’ pensions, if in his judgment the said probation officer is other-
wize qualified to act.”

Spc. 5. Be it further enacted. That this act take effect trom wnl after its
nassage, the public welfare requiring it.

Passed March 23, 1923,

Approved Mareh 27, 19238,
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WEST VIRGINIA.

[Laws 1923, ch. 28, p. 90.]

An Act To amend and reenact sections two, nine, ten, and eleven of chapter forty-six-b
of Barnes's Code of one thousand nine hundred and elghteen relating to mothers’
pensions,

Be it enacted by the Legistature of West Virginia: That sections two, nine,
ten, and eleven of chapter forty-six-b of Barnes’s Code of one thousand nine
hundred and eighteen be amended and reenacted so as to read as follows :

“SEC. 2. A woman whose husband ig dead or whose husband has been

mit under the Acts of One Thousand Nine Hundred angd Nineteen, chapter
seventeen, may file application for relief under this act: Provided, Such mother
is a citizen of the United States of America, has a bong fide residence in this
State for a period of two years, and in the county in which application is made
for u period of one year previous to the filing of such application,

" Sec. 9. Upon the hearing in court of an application under thig act the
court. being advised in the premises, finding the facts alleged in the application
to be true, shall make an order to pay the mother of said children in whose be-
half the applieation is filed the amount of money necessary to enable the
mother to broperly care for such children. Such sum, however, shall not ex-
ceed the amount hereinafter fixed, and it shall be the duty of the county court
to provide for the payment thereof to such mother, at such time as said order
muy designate, the amount so specified in said order for the care of such chil-
dren until further order of the court. During the month preceding the end of
each fiseal year the county court shall reconsider all cases that are then re-
ceiving mothers’ pension or poor relief ang shall enter orders fixing the aid to
be given during the ensuing fiscal year. Such bayments shall be made by order
drawn by the court on the sheriff of said county, payable out of the county
fund.

“SEc. 10. The allowance made to such mother shall be such as in the judg-
ment of the court will provide such mother and her children with the neces-
sities of life, and to enable her to keep her children at home, not to exceed a
maximum of forty-five dollars per month.

“8kc. 11. Such relief shall be granted by said court upon the following con-
ditions only :

“(a) The children for whose benefit the relief is granted must be living
with such mother.

“(b) The court must find that it is for the welfare of the children to remain
at home with the mother.

“(c) The relief shall be granted only when in the absence of such relief the
mother would be required to work regularly away from her home and children
and when by means of such relief she will be able to remain at home except she
may be absent at work g definite number of days each week to be specified in
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the court’s orders when such work can be done without the sucrifice of her
health and the ueglect of home and children.

“(d) Such mother must, in the judgment of the court, be w proper person
physically, mentally, and morally to bring up her children.

“(e) The relief granted shall be, in the judgment of the court. necessary to
save the children from neglect.

“(f) A mother shall not receive such relief who is receiving from the work-
men’s compensation fund, from property. relatives, or any other source an
amount equal to the maximum amount which may be allowed under this law.

“(g) The mother shall not receive rvelief who has not resided in the State
of West Virginia at least two years next preceding the filing of =uch applica-
tion and who has not been a bona fide resident of the county in which applica-
tion is made for a period of one year preceding the filing of such application.

“(h) A mother shall not receive such relief if she harbors ov permits to
remain in her home any adult person not a member of her family.

“(i) Satisfactory reports must be given by the teacher of the district school
stating that the children of the recipient of this fund ave attending school, pro-
vided they are of the proper age and physically able to do so.

“All acts in conflict with this act are hereby repealed.”

Approved May 1, 1928
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WISCONSIN.

[Laws 1923, ch, 83.1

AnoAet To o amend subsection (5) of section 48.33 of the statutes reiating to mothers®
pensions,

The people of the State of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
ciict as follows: Srerrox 1. Subsection (5) of section 48.33 of the statutes
i~ amended to read: :

T(48.33) (5) Aid for dependent children shall only be granted upon the
‘nllowing conditions: There must be one or more children living with or
dependent upon the mother or grandparents or person having the care and
| custody of such children, one or more of whom shall be under the age of
‘ourteen or bhetween the ages of fourteen and sixteen and unable to secure a
permit to work: the mother or grandparent or such other person must have
resided in the county in which application is made for aid for at least one
vear prior to the date of such application; the mother must be without a
liisband or the wife of a hushand who is incapacitated for gainful work by
rermanent mental or physical disability, or of a husband who has been sen-
renced to a penal institution for * * three months or more, or of a
llushand who has continuously deserted her for * * = three months or
mnore during which time all provisions of law have been used to enforce support
aud none has been obtained, or such mother must be divorced from her husband
and must show that she has used all provisions of law to compel her former
iushand to support her and has not been able to do so. Such deserted or
divorced woman need not show that she has used all provisions of law to
enforce support. if the court shall be of the opinion that such procedure on
hier part would be of no avail; the mother or grandparents or persons having
the care and custody of such children must be a fit and proper person to have
the custody and care of the dependent children and the period of aid must

R W*M;‘ ‘\

he likely to continue longer than one Year. The ownership by a mother of a
} homestead shall not prevent the granting of aid under the provisions ot 1lis
! section if the rental thereof would not exceed the rental which a family of
’ the same size as the family ot such parent, receiving aid, would he obliged

to pay for living quarters.”
SEC. 2. This act shall take effect upon passage and publication.
Approved May 1. 1923.
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