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MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE
UNITED STATES,
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MATERNAL MORTALITY RATES, BY AGE; UNITED STATES, 1340

sentna per urber of--
Age at death 10,000
live births 1/ | Maternal deaths | Live births
Total ~------mm 37.6 8.876 2,360,399
Under 15 years ------ 138.2 us 3,257
15 - 19 years ----- - 37.9 1,139 300, 747
20 - 24 years ------- 24.0 1,775 738,436
25 = 29 years ------- 30.4 1,964 645,867
30 - 34 years ------- Lk, 7 1,790 400,225
35 - 39 years ------- 4.5 1,498 201,120
Lo - kh\years ------- 95.7 583 60,915
45 years or over ---- 131.4 12 5.555
Age unknown --------- © 21,0 9 4,277

1/ Data are for the Continental United States; the deaths are
those due directly to diseases of pregnancy, childbirth, and the
puerperium (numbers 140-150 of the International List of Causes of
Death, 1938 revision).
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MATLRNAL MORTALITY RATES, BY AGE
UNITED STATES, 1940
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MATERNAL DEATHS IN RELATION TO TIME OF DELIVERY
UMBER OF DEATHS, PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION, AND DEATH RATE
UNITED STATES, 1940

: Deatn in relation to Maternal deaths 1/
; time of delivery Number Percent Number per
i distribution 10,000 live births
! Tobal - v m s e 8,876 100 37.6
Betopie gestation - --oom oo e 392 4 1.7
During or after abortion 2/ -------o-eoommo 1,682 19 7.1
Before delivery —----m---mmmomme oo 1,298 15 5.5
During or after childbirth 3/ --------mmommmoe 5,504 62 23.3

Number of Deaths and Percentage Distribution, by Cause, in Relation to Time of Delivery

Maternal deaths 1/
Ectopic Dur;:g Before of“i}:ir
tati or arter deli
Cause of death gestation abortion 2/ eivery childbirth 3/
Percent Percent Percent Percent
Number | distri-| Number |distri- | Number | distri- | Number distri-
bution bution bution bution
Total -----wmmmmmmmoe 392 100 1,682 § 100 1,298 100 5,504 100
Infection ----- R ——— 85 22 1,334 79 - - 2,207 Lo
Toxemigs ~----mmmmmmm e -— -— g0 5 939 72 1,231 22
Hemorrhage, trauma, or shock 307 78 109 7 55 4 1,587 29
All other and unspecified -- -— -— 159 °] 304 24 479 9

l/ Deaths in the Continental United States that were due directly to diseases of pregnancy, childbirth,

and the puerceriur {numbers 140-150 of the International List of Causes of Death, 1938 revision).

2/
of gestation.
3

more of zezirtion,

Abortion is defined as the termination of & uterine pregnancy prior to 7 lunar months (28 weeks)

Chiiddirth is defined ae the termination of a uterine pregnancy at 7 lunar months (28 weeks) or
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MATERNAL DEATHS IN RELATION TO TIME OF DELIVERY
UNITED STATES, 1940

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION, BY TIME OF DELIVERY

Ectopic /=2
gesta-/
tion [

During or after childbirth
62%

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION, BY CAUSE, IN RELATION TO TIME OF DELIVERY

Ectopic During or after Before During or after
gestation abortion delivery childbirth

L L1 L
tnfection Toxemias Hemorrhage, Other and
trauma, or shock unspecified

U. S. Department of Labor
CHILDREN'S BUREAU

Chart No. MM 40-3 Based on data from U. S. Bureau of the Census
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CAUSES OF MATERNAL DEATH
NUMBER OF DEATHS, PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION, AND DEATH RATES
UNITED STATES, 1940

Maternal deaths 1/
Cause of death Number Percent Number per
distribution | 10,000 live births
All causes -~--——----- 8,876 100 37.6
Infection ~=—--=—mmm 3,626 k1 15.4
Poxemias ——-~———-mmmm . 2,250 25 9.5
Hemorrhage, trauma, or shock —-——-—-———______ 2,058 23 g.7
All other and unspecified --------cccomeme_____ gl2 11 ]

Number of Deaths and Percentage Distribution, by Time of Delivery, for Each Cause

Maternal deaths 1/

Hemorrhage, Other and
Death in relation Infection Toxemias trauma, unspecified
to time of delivery or shock causes
Percent Percent Percent Percent
Kumber |distri- | Number |distri- | Number distri- | KFumber | distri-
bution bution bution bution
Total --------cemoo 3,626 100 2,250 100 2,058 100 9u2 100
Ectopic gestation —-----—-—-- g5 2 _— — 307 15 N —
During of after abortion 2/ - 1,334 37 80 3 109 5 159 17
Before delivery ------------- -— -— 939 42 55 3 3ok 32
During or after childbirth 3/ | 2,207 61 1,231 55 1,587 77 479 51

1/ Deaths in the Continental

United States that were due directly to diseases of pregnancy, child-
birth, and the puerperium (numbers 140-150 of the International List of Causes of Death, 1938 revision).

gj Abortion is defined as the termination of a uterine pregnancy prior to 7 lunar months {28 weeks)

of gestation.

3/ Childbirth is defined as the termination of & uterine pregoancy av 7 lunar months (28 weeks) or

more of gestation,

VG2 39vd
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CAUSES OF MATERNAL DEATH
UNITED STATES, 1940

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION, BY CAUSE

Other and

unspecified
1%

Hemorrhage,
trauma, or shock Infection
23 % 41 %

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION, BY TIME OF DELIVERY, FOR EACH
Infection

Toxemias Hemorrhage,
trauma, or shock

. )

Ectopic During or Before During or
gestation after abortion delivery after childbirth

U. S. Department of Labor
CHILDREN'S BUREAU

Chart No. MM 40-4 Based on data from U. S. Bureau of the Census
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MATERNAL MCRTALITY RATE FROM INFECTION, MATERNAL DEATHS FROM THIS CAUSE, AND LIVE BIRTHS IN EACH STATE
UNITED STATES, 1940
(States are ranked according to maternal mortality rate)

Maternal dp?ths Fumber of--
State from infection
per 10,000 Maternal deaths

live births 1/ from infection | Live births
Continental United States —------oooooeo o ______ 15.4 3,626 2,360,389
North Dakota 6.0 Z 13,356
Utlh —m oo . 6.6 3 ! 12,550
Minnesota 9.8 &2 | 57,083
Oregon - 10.1 18 : 17,848
Rhode Island —----coommmcmmooo 11.1 12 1C,80%
Maryland ~------commmm e 11.2 34 30,251
Michigan —--wooomome L 11.3 112 95,108
Californie --- 11,4 128 112,011

Washington —=----wo-oommoooo_ 11.7 ! ] 28,141 |

New Hamoushire 11.8 | 10 8,50% |
11140018 e e e 11.9 147 123,198
South Dakota 12.0 14 11,619
Kentucky -~-~---=emommm 13.1 g3 63,591
Massachusetts 13.5 89 66,114
New Jersey ----------coooooo 13.5 79 58,617
Wisconsin ---emomommmm 13.5 74 54,848
District of Columbim ~=-----moooo o 13,7 21 15,309
Indiana ——--m-- oo __ 13.7 g5 61,963
Connecticut ---voomomomme ] 12.9 35 25,195
Onio ——momm e . 144 165 114,900
West Virginia --- 14,7 62 42,103
--------- 14.8 17 11,492
14,8 292 196,888
15.4 18 11,712
15.5 256 165,680
Virginia —---ooommmm e ___ 15.6 86 55,208
Iowe 16.3 4 L5, L6k
Maine 16.5 25 15,119
North Carolina 16.6 134 80,582
Texas ——-=-cocoemmo 16.7 211 126,687
Oklahoma 16.8 75 Ly 574
New Mexico 17.6 26 14, 744
Wyoming 17.8 9 5,052
Missouri 17.9 111 62,172
Vermont --- 17.9 12 6,694
Arkansas 18.2 70 38,359
Kansas 18,5 53 28,695
Tennessee 18.6 104 55,815
Arizona 18.7 22 11,754
Nebrasks —----c-ooeooo_. 19.0 42 22,162
Mississippi 19.4 102 52,575
Nevads ~---omomeee e __ 19.4 L 2,061
Louisiana —----- 20.2 103 50,916
Georgia -—---——--- 20.5 133 64,998
Alabama ~--—--—- 21.3 134 62,925
Colorado ==—--—--mommmem 21.7 46 21,154
South Carolina 23.0 102 4k, 380
Florida 24,0 81 33,818
Delaware 30.5 14 4,597

Territories and possessions: 2/

Alasks —-—-oonomo S (3) () (3)
Hewaii =-=——--mooomommomo 10,6 10 9,414
Puerto Rico (3) 121 (3)

1, Deaths due directly to infectior with mention of abortion, ectopic gestation, or crildpirts
(numbers 140, 1k2a, ana 147 of tre International List of Causes of Death, 1938 revision).
2/ Included under the provisions of title V, parts 1, 2, and 3, of the Social Security Act, wrich
are administered by the Children's Bureau.
Not aveilable; Alaska and Puerto Rico are not in the birth-registration area,

'

4/ Not aveilable; Alasks is not in the death-registration area.
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FMATERNAL MORTALITY RATE FROM TOXEMIAS, MATERNAL DEATHS FROM THIS CAUSE, AND LIVE BIRTHS IN EACH STATE
UNITED STATES, 1940
(States are ranked according to maternal mortality rate)

State

Maternal deaths
from toxemias
per 10,000
live births 1/

Number of--

Maternal deaths
from toxemias

Live births

Continental United States 2/ ———-———-_

North Dakots —~-=--c-om oo
Cregon ———=m—mm oo e
Rhode I'sland ----
1daho ——-mmm ot __
Nebraska ——---mmcmm e
Faryland -------~
New York --------
Wisconsin =-=s--mommmo oo
Massachusetts —----coooomomommoo
Minnesota ~-----=~—=--—-—-=
District of Columbia ----
New Jersey
California
Connecticut ----emmmmm e __

Illinois
Michigan
Chio we—ommm e
Kans@s —----- e e
Pennsylvania
Indiena ——--—~~—- -
West Virginia
IowA =--m—mmm e m e

Vermont -——--e-eecmeaon

Montana ~—-—— = oo
Wyoming —-----commm e

Washington ---
Delaware
Nevadg ==--=m-mocmoaon S

South Dakota —----ecmm e meee
New Hampshire ~—-—e--—emmommme
Kentucky
Oklahoma
New Mexico
Arizona —----c-eeememmmmeo
Tennessee
Texas -----
Maine -----
Virginia ------ Bt T T U,
Louisiana
Arkansas --------—-
North Carolina ----
Georgig --~----u--o
Florida -----------
South Carolina —=---eemmoomoo_

Alabama ~~----s o e
Mississippi —---omommccmm

9.5 2,250 2,360,399
2.2 3 13,356
2.8 5 17,848
2.8 3 10,805
3.4 L 11,712
3.6 g 22,162
L.3 13 30,251
4.3 gl 196,888
L4 24 54,848
b5 30 66,114
L5 2k 53,083
L.6 7 15,309
4.6 27 58,617
5.4 61 112,011
5.6 14 25,195
6.0 T4 123,198
6.1 60 99,108
6.4 74 114,900
6.6 19 28,695
6.6 109 165,680
6.8 L2 61,963
7.4 3 42,103
7.5 3 L5, 464
7.5 5 6,694
7.8 9 11,492
7.9 b 5,052
8.0 17 21,154
8.1 11 13,559
8.u 52 62,172
8.5 2L 28,141
8.7 b L,597
9.7 2 2,061
10.3 12 11,619
10.6 9 8,503
11.2 71 63,591
11.2 50 4l 57k
11,5 17 14, 74l
11.9 14 11,754
13, 76 55,815
13.8 175 126,687
13.9 21 15,119
14,1 78 55,208
14,3 73 50,916
15.6 60 38,359
17.9 144 80,582
18.5 120 64,998
21.0 7 33,818
22.1 98 Ll 380
23.0 145 62,925
26.2 138 52,575

l/ Deaths due directly to convulsive and nonconvulsive toxemias of pregnancy and the puerperium

(numbers 14la, 141lc, 144, and 148 of the International List of Causes of Death, 1938 revision).

g/ Territories and possessions are not shown becsuse the information is not available.
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MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE FROM TOXEMIAS IN EACH STATE
UNITED STATES, 1940

Provided by the Maternal and Child Health Library, Georgetown University
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MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE FROM HEMORKHAGE, TRAUMA, OR SHOCK, MATERNAL DEATHS FROM THIS CAUSE,
AND LIVE BIRTHS IN EACH STATE; UNITED STATES, 1940
(States are renked according tc maternal mortality rate)

State

Maternal deaths

from hemorrhage,

trauma, or shock
per 10,000
live births 1/

Number of--

Maternsl deaths
from hemorrhage,
trauma, or shock

Live births

Continental United States 2/ ————---

INd18NE —~m—mme e e mmm e me e m o
Colorado --—--—m=-——mmmmmmmmm e ———

Nebraska ----
Connecticut -
Delaware —~----=—-m——cmmmmmm e
Minnesota ~—--—-——mmmm oo
Arkansas ----
Oklahoma --~--
Oregon —--—=--==m===mmm—mm— e o — e
North Dakot@ ——=-—=cmmmm oo
Massachusetts ——-~-c--mmmmmmm e o
MiSSOUry —mmm—m——mm e
South Dakotls ~----=cmcmmmem oo
Montana =—=-==m—m—— e m e
Washington —--=--=--—-mommmmoee o
West Virginia e-—ew--—mmmmmmmmee oo
MBIiREe —=-—mm e
TENNESSEE ———————=——m——mm—mm e mmmm e m e
WYOming =—-==~m-mmmmmm s s oo e mm oo

Kentucky =--------=--==—m-moommmme o
Pennsylvania
California ———-=—cemmm e
New YOPK ~---mmemo e e
Utah
Ohio
Rhode Island --—----=—==—-—mocommmmmmmm e
Iowa ------mcm e
District of Columbia ---
I1linois ~w-=m-mo-mmmmom
Michigan -------
New Mexico -----
Wisconsin ------
New Jersey -----
Vermont —=e-----m——-—mmmmm e

Maryland ---------m-m-mmm—mm oo

New Hampshire -—--------mmcooooooooo

Virginiga -——=—=e-mmmmm e

GeoTgif ——-=mm=mmmmmmmmmmm e mm e memo oo

Alabama ---—-——-—mm e e
Kansag —-—-m---mmmmmmmmmmee
North Carolins —-----—ocee-
TEXBE ~-mmmm——m—mmmmmmmmm e
Mississippi ---------------
Arizona --—-—-—-——--mmm—-m— -
Idaho
Louisiana ---—=———=—=——coce—-
South Carclina --—--—-------
Floride ------mm——mmmm oo
Nevada —----rommmm e mmmm e m e

8.7 2,058 2,360,399
5.3 33 61,963
5.7 12 21,154
5.9 13 22,162
6.4 16 25,195
6.5 3 4,597
6.6 35 53,083
7.0 27 38,359
7.0 31 Ly 57k
7.3 13 17,848
7.5 10 13,356
7.6 50 66,114
7.6 L7 62,172
7.7 9 11,619
7.8 9 11,492
7.8 22 28,11
7.8 33 42,103
7.9 12 15,119
7.9 Ly 55,815
7.9 L4 5,052
8.0 51 63,591
8.0 133 165,680
8.1 91 112,011
8.1 160 196,888
8.1 11 13,559
8.3 95 114,900
8.3 9 10,805
8.4 38 45, 46L
8.5 13 15,309
8.5 105 123,198
8.7 86 99,108
8.8 13 14, 744
g.8 Lg 54,848
8.9 52 58,617
9.0 6 6,694
9.3 28 30,251
9.4 g 8,503
9.6 53 55,208
9.7 63 64,998
10.0 63 62,925
10.1 29 28,695
10.4 gl 80,582
10.4 132 126,687
10,8 57 52,575
12.8 15 11,754
12.8 15 11,712
12.8 65 50,916
13.7 61 LL 380
13.9 L7 33,818
19.4 4 2,061

l/ Deaths due directly to hemorrhage, trauma, or shock during pregnancy, labor, delivery, or the
puerperium (numbers 141b, 142b, 143, 146, and 149 of the International List of Ceuses of Death, 1938

revision).

2/ Territories and possessions are not shown because the information is not available.
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MATERNAIL MORTALITY RATE, MATERNAL DEATHS, AND LIVE BIRTHS
UNITED STATES EXPANDING BIRTH-REGISTRATION AREA, 1915-40

Maternal deaths Number of-- Expanding birth-registration area 1/

b 10,000 Percent of

1 1% birtns by} Maternal deaths Live births Funber of United States

States 2/ population
1940-~ 37.6 8,876 2,360,399 ug 100.0
193%-- 4o 4 9,151 2,265, 58% 4g 100.0
1938-~ 43.5 9,953 2,286,962 ug 100.0
1937-- 48.9 10,769 2,203,337 g 100.0
1936~ 56.8 12,182 2,144,790 ug 100.0
1935-- 58.2 12,544 2,155,105 ug 100.0
1934-- 59.3 12,859 2,167,636 ug 100.0
1933-- 61.9 12,885 2,081,232 g 100.0
1932-- 63.3 13,120 2,074,042 47 95.2
1931-= 66.1 13,964 2,112,760 46 94,7
1930-- 67.3 14,836 2,203,958 46 9. 7
1929-- 69.5 15,084 2,169,920 46 94,7
1928-- 69.2 15,461 2,233,149 Uk gk, 3
1927-- 64,7 13,837 2,137,836 4o 87.6
1926-- 65.6 12,168 1,856,068 35 77.0
1925-- E4.7 12,158 1,878,880 33 76.2
192Y4--~ 65.6 12,672 1,930,614 33 76.2
1923-- 66.5 11,922 1.792,646 30 72.3
1922-- 66,4 11,792 1,774,911 30 72.3
1921-- 68.2 11,688 1,714,261 27 65.4
1920-- 79.9 12,058 1,508,874 23 59.8
1919-- 73.7 10,127 1,373,438 22 58.6
1918-- 91.6 12,496 1,363,649 20 53.6
'1917-- 66.2 8,958 1,353,792 20 53.6
1916-- 62.2 5,091 818,983 1 32.5
1915-- 60.8 4,719 776,304 10 31.1

l] Data are for the expanding birth-registration area in the Continental United States; the deaths
are those due directly to diseases of pregnancy, childbirth, and the puserperium (numbers 140-150 of the

International List of Causes of Death, 1938 revision).

2/ The District of Columbia was in the area every year.

Year of Admission of Each State to the Birth-Registration Area

It is not counted in the “Number of States."

VvV 62 39vd

Year State Year State Year State
1915--~| Connecticut 1917 |Virginia 1925---| West Virginia
Maine Conti-|Washington
Massachusetts nued--|Wisconsin 1926---{ Arizona
Michigan Idsho
Minnesota 1919--|California
New Hampshire Oregon 1927--~|{ Alabama
New York South Carolina 2/ Arkansas
Pennsylvania Louisiana
Rhode Island 1/ 1920--| Nebraska Missouri
Vermont ' Tennesses
District of Columbia| 1921--|Delaware
' Mississippi 1928---| Colorado
1916---|Maryland New Jersey Georgia
Oklahoma
1917---| Indiana 1922--|{11linois
Kansas Montana 1929---| Nevada
Xentucky Wyoming New Mexico
North Carolina
Ohio 1924--| Florida 1932--~| South Dakota
Utah Iowa
North Dakota 1933-=~|Texas
' 1/ Dropped from the registration area in 1919; readmitted in 1921.

2/ Dropped from the registration area in 1925; readmitted in 1928.
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MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE, MATERNAL DEATHS, AND LIVE BIRTHS IN EACH STATE; WHITE WOMEN, UNITED STATES, 1 ~8-40
(States are ranked according to maternal mortality rate)

Maternal deaths per
10,000 live births 1/

Average annual number of--

State White White

White Negro maternal live

deaths births
Continental United States —---—---eomm___ 35.0 80.4 7,056 2,018,860
North Dakots —-=--=we——ooo e 20.9 (2) 27 12,744
Minnesota —------mmmooooooo 26.0 (2) 131 50,460
Connecticut —-—-mmmmmmoo 26.4 (2) 62 23,521
0regon —-=-=-=—mmmmeme 28.0 (2) L7 16,687
Wisconsin —-----moommo 28.2 (2) 152 54,056
Rhode Island -----—c—c—oomcomooo oo 28.7 (2) 30 10,347
Maryland —--=--------mme oo 29.1 52.1 66 22,834
Utah —ommmmme e 29.2 (2) 38 13,131
California —---—m-oomcommmomoo 29.5 81.9 297 100,840
11130048 —mmmmmmemm oo 29.8 63.0 342 114,663
Montana ----=----m-mm 29.9 (2) 31 10,370
New Jersey —-—----- oo 30.8 57.6 162 52,540
New YOork —----mcomommme 30.8 79.9 559 181,599
Michigan —-—-mommmmme 1.4 57.3 292 92,981
South Dekote —-=--mmmoomommo 1.4 (2) 34 10,948
Washington ——-—-ocmoomomo_ 31.5 (2) 83 26,467
1d8h0 —==mmmmmmmmmmmmm e 32.3 (2) 36 11,254
Indians ~--=---=-=mmocmocememoooo 32.3 79.1 188 58,141
Towa ~=—— e }2 L (2) 142 43,884
Nebraska —-----cooomomommmme 2.9 (2) 72 21,977
Massachusetts ---————-cooooo___ } .3 67.8 209 62,699
West Virginia ———e—ooomomeoo___ 3k.0 54.2 135 39,750
New Hampshire ------oo—cemmeo___ 4.6 (2) 28 8,081
Oklahoma =m----meoommmom 34,6 125.6 138 39,778
07 4,7 66.7 369 106,298
Pennsylvenia -----ececcommmmeao 3L.8 62.7 540 155,047
Nevada ---=-cmmmmmommm 5.4 (2) 6 1,790
District of Columbia =------coe-mmoe 35.5 66.1 34 9,680
Vermont —-~-~-ommm 36.2 (2) 23 6,454
Virginia —-—--=coommmmmo 36.9 g1.3 143 38,667
Kansas —-—-----ommmmmo 37.2 73.3 105 28,127
Missouri —=—-m-emme 37.2 63.9 208 55,935
Wyoming —-=—-=-cmmeme L 37.2 (2) 18 k835
Kentucky —-===wm—mommmee 37.9 87.5 223 58,818
Delaware —---w---oooommmoo 38.4 (2) 14 3,735
Arizong ---m-eeo 38.8 (2) 38 9,802
North Caroling ---=-—e—eemmoo___ 9.4 75.2 214 54,192
Louisiana —-----~eoocemmoo b9 81.0 122 29,035
M@ine ——---—— e 42.0 (2) 63 15,066
TeXAS =—mmm-mmmm oo mmmm e 42.8 102.4 Le1 107,793
Arkansas =--—--=-moomemoomo____ 43,3 85.9 122 28,252
Mississippl ----e—mmommmmme Ly, 3 73.3 104 23,501
Tennessee ——---—-eommm . ____ by 100.2 204 46,053
C0lorado ——-memmmmmmem e 46.1 (2) 95 20,529
Georgia =--=--m-cmoomm 46.6 80.3 182 39,046
Alabama -=-=- o eemmme o 47,2 87.7 182 38,528
South Carolina ~-—---—cmcmmemmmo___ 7.4 89.2 101 21,292
New Mexico ——o—emommme e ____ 47,8 (2) 66 13,875
Floride —--—meememm 52.0 106.4 118 22,758

Territories and possessions: }/

Alaska ——--mm-mmmmmmmo S (4) () (5) (W)
Hawaii —--memmmmmmmee 30.1 (6) 5 1,772
Puerto LS T T e ———. (u) () 259 (W)

1/ Deaths due directly to diseases of pregnancy,

the International List of Czuses of Death, 1938 revision).
Not shown because the number of I‘*egro live births during the veriod was less than 2,500,

Included under the provisions of title V, parts 1, 2, and 3, of the Social Security Act, which are
admlnlstered by the Children's Bureau.
Not available; Alaska and Puerto Rico are not in the birth- registration area.
Not available; Alaska is not in the death- -registration area.
Not available; data for Hawaii are not tabulated separately.

2/

3/

Z/

childbirth, and the puerverium (numbers 140-150 of
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MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE IN EACH STATE
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MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE, MATERNAL DEATHS, AND LIVE BIRTHS; NEGRO WOMEN, UNITED STATES
AND EACH OF THE 27 STATES WITH 2,500 OR MORE NEGRO LIVE BIRTHS, 1938-40
(States are ranked according to maternal mortaiity rate)

Maternal deaths per
10,000 live birthg 1/ Average annual number of-—-
Negro Negro
State Negro White maternal live
’ deaths births
Continental United States g/-———— 80.4 35.0 2,189 272,210
States with 2,500 or more Negro
live births during the period 3/--—- 80.5 35.7 2,168 269,232
Maryland —-—- 52.1 29.1 33 6,338
West Virginia - - 542 34.0 12 2,274
Michigan ———- 57.3 31.4 21 3,665
New Jersey 57.6 30.8 26 4453
Permsylvania 62.7 34.8 57 9,146
Illinois - 63.0 29.8 41 6,452
Missouri —- 63.9 37.2 25 3,913
District of Columbia ———————— 66.1 35.5 29 4,384
Ohio 66.7 34.7 40 5,950
Massachusetts 67.8 33.3 6 935
Kansas 73.3 37.2 7 955
Mississippi ———- 73.3 443 213 29,062
North Carolina 75.2 39.4 187 24,875
Indiana - 79.1 32.3 16 2,024
New Yorlk —- 79.9 30.8 74 9,306
Georgia ——————e-mmm e 80.3 6.6 207 25,747
Louisiana - 81.0 1.9 165 20,417
Virginia 8l.3 36.9 123 15,171
California --—- 8.9 29.5 15 1,790
Arkansas - 85.9 43.3 75 8,772
Kentucky - 87.5 37.9 28 3,200
Alabama - 87.7 47.2 207 23,569
South Carolina 89.2 47 4 191 21,458
Tennessee - 100.2 bdy 4 82 8,216
Texeas 102.4 42.8 155 15,105
Florida 106.4 52.0 102 9,614
Oklahoma - 125.6 34.6 31 2,441
All other States 4/ 69.4 31.8 21 2,978

v 1¢ 39vd

1/ Deaths dus directly to diseases of pregnancy, childbirth, and the puerperium (numbers
140-150 of the International List of Causes of Death, 1938 revision).

2/ Territories wnd possessions are not shown because complete information is rot available.

3/ Of the average annual number of Negro live births (272,210) and maternal deaths (2,189)
in the United States, 99 percent (269,232 and 2,168 respectively) occurred in the 27 Statss with
2,500 or more Negro live births during the period.

4/ The 22 States with less than 2,500 Negro live births during the period.
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MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE, MATERNAL DEATHS, AND LIVE BIRTHS, BY RACE
UNITED STATES EXPANDING BIRTH-REGISTRATION AREA, 1930-40

Maternal deaths Number of--
Year lis:’bigéggol/ Maternal deaths Live births

Negro | White Negro ¥White Negro White
1940---| 78.2 | 32.0 | 2,180 6,614 278,869 | 2,067,953
1939---1 77.1| 35.3 2,083 6,995 270,060 | 1,982,671
1938---| 86.1 | 37.7 2,305 7,566 267,700 | 2,005,955
1937---| 86.2 43.6 2,263 8,409 262,462 1,928,437
1936--- | 98.1 | 51.2 2,463 9,627 251,098 | 1,881,883
1935--- | 95.5 53.1 2,436 10,018 255,12L 1,888,012
1934--- | 93,1 | 544 2,394 | 10,154 257,106 | 1,866,231
1933--- | 100.0 56.4 2,462 10,118 26,277 1,794,946
1932--- [ 100.5 | 58.1 2,409 | 10,496 239,796 | 1,805,155
1931--- | 112.5 60.1 2,634 11,105 234,203 1,848,293
1930--- | 118.9 | 60,8 2,84l | 11,839 239,275 | 1,946,841

1/ Data are for the Continental United States. The birth-registration
area in 1930 and 1931 included 94.7 percent of the population (all States
except South Dakota and Texas); in 1932, 95.2 percent (all States except
Téxas). In every year from 1933 to 1940 it included the entire Continen-
tal United States. The deaths are those due directly to diseases of preg-
nancy, childbirth, and the puerperium (numbers 140-150 of the International

List of Causes of Death, 1938 revision).
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MATERNAL MORTALITY RATES AMONG WHITE AND NEGRO WOMEN
UNITED STATES, 1930-40
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MATERNAL MORTALITY RATES, BY CAUSE AND BY RACE, IN URBAN AND RURAL AREAS

UNITED STATES, 1940

Maternal deaths 1/
Number per
Cause and area 10,000 live births Number
White All other Total White All other
races races
By Place of Residerce

All causes

Urban 2/ ——cm—mmmm 29.8 73.3 3,539 2,770 769

Rural 2/ ——————mmmemm——— 33.8 796 5,337 3,844, 1,493
Infection

Urban 2/ —————-—mm—mmmm e 13.5 34.6 1,616 1,253 363

Rural 2/ ———————emm 13.4 25.7 2,010 1,528 482
All other and unspecified

Urban 2/ ~—————m—mo—— - 16.3 38.7 1,923 1,517 406

Rural 2/ ——————m———mem— 20.4 53.9 3,327 2,316 1,011

By Place of Qccurrence

A1l causes

Urban y ————————————————— 34.5 95.5 4,948 3,876 1,072

Rural 2/ ———————mm—— 29.0 66.1 3,928 2,738 1,190
Infection

Urban 2/ ———————mmmm— 15.6 43.0 2,231 1,748 483

Rural 2/ —————mm—m———m 10.9 20.1 1,395 1,033 362
All other and unspecified

Urben 2/ ———-————————m 18.9 525 2,717 2,128 589

Rural 2/ ———————————mme 18.1 46.0 2,533 1,705 828

A)SI9ATU() UM03231099) ‘AreaqIT YI[edH PIIYD PUB [BUDIEIA Y) Aq papiaoig

1/ Deaths in the Continental United States that were due directly to diseases of pregnancy, child-

birth, and the puerperium (numbers 140-150 of the International List of Causes of Death, 1938 revision).

g/ Urban areas include cities of 10,000 or more population; all other areas are classified as rural.
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MATERNAL MORTALITY RATES, BY CAUSE, AMONG RESIDENTS OF URBAN AND RURAL AREAS
UNITED STATES, 1940
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DEFINITION OF A STILLBIRTH IN EACH STATE AND ACCORDANCE OF DEFINITION WITH THAT OF THE MODEL VITAL STATISTICS ACT
(Period of gestation and criteria for evidence of life)

‘Minimun period of gestation

Evidence of life

Authority Criteria——(1) heart action, Authority
State Mod lMinthstoi we:kgo " (law or (2) breathing, (3) movement (law or
&L ‘aw-at leas Heeks other 1/) of voluntary muscle other 1/)
In Accord in Both Essentials—-Period of Gestation and Criteria. for Evidence of Life
After at least 20 weeks Law All criteria ———-——-mm— Law
Advanced to 5th month 2/ Law All criteria -————-—-mmmm Other
New York 3/
North Carolina —-
Utah ——————————
West Virginia ——
Tennessee ———-——— 5 or more months Other --—-—- All criteria ———--——o—— Law
Arkansas -——---——- 5th month
Colorado --——-—— 5 months (20 weeks) Or more ——-—-—————————uv
Delaware ———————- 5 months
Kansas ---—-— Passed 20th week
Louisiana —-———- 5 monthg (20 weeks or more) ——-—--—————————
Mississippi ——- 5 months ¢| Other ——- All criteria —————————~ Other
Missouri ——————- 5 months
North Dakota - 5 months
South Dakota - Advanced to 5th month
Vermont ——-- 5 months or over
Virginia —————— 5 months (20 weeks) Or MOT€ ———-————————eu
In Accord in Only One Essential--Period of Gestation
Arizona ————-———— No criteria ———me ——
Georgia ——-——————- No criteria —— ——
No criteria ————————omc —
Advanced to 5th month Law ————— Breathing, voluntary muscle Law
Breathing ————————-————— QOther
No criteria —————-o—- Other
Texas —————————— Breathing, heart action ——- Other
Maine —-————————e 5 months Or more - } other --—- {Breathing """"""""" } Other
Wisconsin -—————- S5th monthv Breathing, heart action -—
In Accord in 6mnly One Essential--Criteria for Evidence of Life
Connecticut -—--- After not less than 28 weeks 4/ —————~——————
Massachusetts --- After 5 months } Law -——-—-— All criteria ———mo——e Law
Ohio ———-—-mmm e At least 4% months
Dist. of Col., ——- Pagsed 5th month —- Law —-——-=
Idaho —————————- Development sufficient to give chance of live | Other —-—-
Indiana ——— 7 months and over
5% months
Any recognizahle product
6 months or 24 weeks
Advanced beyond 5th month —————————eeer. — All criteris ——————————v Other
5% months
Pennsylvania --——- 4 months
Rhode Island —--- 6 completed months 5/
South Carolina -- 22 weeks
Washington ————- Advanced beyond 7th month —————eom
Not in Accord in Either Essential
New Hampshire —-- [ 28 weeks | other ———- ] Breathing —-————————————_ Other

1/ nOther" includes opinion of attorney general and regulations and instructions of State health agency.
2/ West Virginia also includes "or total length of 10 inches."

3/ Exclusive of New York City where all products are required to be registered.

Also includes "or measuring at least 13.8 inches."
5/ Only certificates for these months are used for statistical purposes—-all products of gestation must be registered.
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EXTENT TO WHICH DEFINITION OF STILLBIRTH IN EACH STATE IS IN ACCORD
WITH THAT OF MODEL VITAL STATISTICS ACT OF 194
(PERIOD OF GESTATION AND CRITERIA FOR EVIDENCE OF LIFE)
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