


officer. The judge talks to the boy and to his parents and places
him on probation.

“The co-operation of social agencies is enlisted and a better job
is found for the boy’s father. The probation officer consults the
school authorities and arranges for the boy to have school work
that will hold his interest. He puts the boy in touch with recrea-
tional activities . . . the boy comes to the probation office regularly
to report progress and to talk over his problems. The probation
officer visits the boy and his family at frequent intervals. . . .
Finally the boy is discharged from probation, or if he continues in
his old ways, he may be committed to a training school for boys.”

This story shows how the children’s court works to save chil-
dren by seeking the underlying causes of delinquency, then by
removing these causes.

The growth of the juvenile court movement, and the improve-
ments in standards of work by these courts, has been due in great
part to the influence of the Children’s Bureau. A national con-
ference on juvenile courts, held in 1921, requested the Bureau
to appoint a committee to formulate standards for the work of
children’s courts. Eminent jurists, probation authorities, mental
hygiene experts, have served on this committee. Its reports, to-
gether with the investigations and reports of the Social Service
Division of the Bureau, have helped the juvenile court to become
an agency of social justice to the child.

The division is also working out a plan for the recording of
juvenile-court statistics, in cooperation with the courts, in such a
way that data for the whole country on child delinquency will be
available. Just as in the case of infant mortality and child labor,
studies are being made of delinquency in different communities,
as, for example, a recent survey of juvenile delinguency in Maine.
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Arousing a Nation

HIS booklet can give only the briefest camera shots of the

work of the Children’s Bureau. Perhaps, as you have watched
the screen unwind, you have gained a sense of what an infinite
field of work the Bureau has. Of how it has organized its work
so that each phase of child welfare is included —maternity and
infancy, child hygiene, child labor, child dependency, delin-
quency, neglect. Of its careful gathering of facts first hand, of its
co-operation with state bureaus and private organizations in main-
taining high standards in all child welfare work.

The Bureau has also constantly interpreted its scientific studies
to mothers and fathers everywhere. Popular bulletins, motion pic-
tures, exhibits, carry the message of healthier, happier children.
Campaigns for birth registration—a national “baby week” cam-
paign reaching 2,000 communities in every State—were led by the
Bureau during the early years of its existence.

Always, the message of the Children’s Bureau has been: “The
Child Shall Be First.”

And this message was sounded even in the feverish time of
war.

Children’s Year

T was during the second year of our participation in the World
War—in April, 1918 that the Children's Bureau proclaimed
“Children’s Year” and aroused a nation to the conservatism of
childhood in a time of national peril. Boys and girls were leav-
ing school for work, carried away by the excitement of the enroll-
ment of brothers and older friends as soldiers. Child delinquency
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JuLria LATHROP
Chief of the Children’s
Bureau from 1912 to 1921

GRACE ABBOTT
Chief of the Children’s
Bureau from 1921 to

the present time

The Two Chiefs of the Children’s Bureau
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rose sharply-—nobody had time to think of special measures of
protection for the children left behind. Child health activities
were being curtailed for “economy’s sake.”

The “Children’s Year™ campaign, in which the women’s com-
mittee of the Council of National Defense co-operated with the
Bureau, enlisted 17,000 communities and 11,000,000 women in
the effort to protect children from the effects of the war. A “back
to school” drive—campaigns for wholesome recreational activities
for children—renewed activity of child health groups—all came
forth as results of this great undertaking.

Child Welfare Standards

T the close of Children’s Year, a conference on child wel-
fare was called, at the request of the President of the United
States, to consider the needs of children. Attended by American
authorities from all parts of the United States and by visitors
from foreign countries, this conference drew up standards for
the better protection of mothers and babies, of child workers, and
of children in need of special care. These standards,* published
widely by the Children’s Bureau, still serve as goals toward which
our Nation should work, if it is to be really “safe™ for mothers
and children.

The Bureau has also cooperated with specialists in working out
standards of normal development and physical fitness for working
children; standards for physicians conducting prenatal and child
health conferences; standards for the protection of children of
illegitimate birth. These have been widely used by child welfare
workers, and they have also formed the basis for improvement in
state laws.

* Mintmum Stzuulardsrfor (TEI(! \\'elfz;re. Puli)iliicatiml No.?2,79éa
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17 Yearss Work for Children

REAT advances have been made in child welfare
G since the Children’s Bureau was created. These
are due to many forces, but in great measure to the leader-
ship of the Bureau. The United States of 1930 is a better
place for children than the United States of 1912.

In 1912, the Birth Registration area had not been estab-
lished, and facts about births were not available.

.

Now 46 states and the District of Columbia (95¢¢ of
the population of the country) have accurate birth regis-
tration.

In 1912, baby deaths were estimated at 300,000. In 1928,
about 163,000 babies died.

The 1930 baby comes to a mother better prepared to care
for him than the mother of 1912, with expert assistance
available to a far greater extent than in 1912.

The 1930 child has a better chance of being a healthy
and happy child, because his mother knows far more
about his diet, his care, and his behavior problems.
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In 1912, there were 1,990,000 child workers. Accord-
ing to latest census reports there are 1,060,000.

In 1912, only 2 states had “mothers’ pension™ laws. Now
44 states and the District of Columbia have such laws.

In 1912, only 23 states had juvenile court laws. Today,
all but 2 states have juvenile courts and 9 states and
Hawaii have family courts.

In 1912, only one state had a bureau of child health—
now 46 states have such bureaus; more than half the
states have created child welfare commissions to con-
sider all aspects of children’s needs; more than half the
states have bureaus dealing with dependent, neglected or
delinquent children.

“The Children’s Bureau,” says Grace Abbott, its chief,
“does not claim credit for these changes. It can, however,
be said that its investigations furnished the facts on
which action was frequently based and . . . the Bureau
has been able to focus national attention on some of the
most important aspects of child care.”
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Brief Facts About
the Children’s Bureau

APPROPRIATIONS —The total appropriation for the Burcau
during 1929, exclusive of the money for allotment to the states
under the maternity and infancy act, was $300,000, less than 1
cent for each child in the Nation.

ORGANIZATION--The Children’s Bureau has four main di-
visions: maternity and infant hygiene, child hygiene, industrial,
social-service. Statistical, editorial, correspondence, and adminis-
trative divisions complete the bureau organization. Each is headed
by an expert, staffed by trained workers.

TYPES OF WORK—The work of the Bureau includes: (1) col-
lection and analysis of facts about children through first-hand
investigation and library research; (2) dissemination of these facts
to the people of the country; (3) cooperation with the states; (4)
cooperation with public and private child welfare agencies.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS —Since 1913, the Bureau has made
more than 200 investigations in 45 states, the District of Colum-
bia, and Porto Rico; distributes nearly a million and a half publi-
cations yearly: has cooperated with many states in making surveys
of the needs of their children; has worked constantly with physi-
cians, judges, child welfare workers in all parts of the country.
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Popular Publications of the Children’s Bureau

[Note—Single copies of these publications may be obtained free from the Chil-
dren’s Bureau. This list includes the non-technical printed material issued by
the bureau that is adapted for use in the home or in study clubs and classes.]

Pubs.: No.

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

No.
No.

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

No.

Chart No.

Dodgers: No.

Folders: No.

Provided by the Maternal and Child Health Library, Georgetown University

92.
93.
113.
143.
162.

163.

. 169.

. 187.
. 188.

14,

—

Prenatal Care. 41 pp. 1921.

Infant Care. 118 pp. 1926.

How to Conduct a Children’s Health Conference. 24
pp. 1917.

Child Care—The Preschool Age. 82 pp. 1922.

Children’s Health Centers. 7 pp. 1918.

Scholarships for Children. 8 pp. 1918.

Advising and Supervising the Working Child. 14 pp.
1919.

The Visiting Teacher. 7 pp. 1919.

What Is Malnutrition? Revised. 19 pp. 1927.

Minimum Standards for Child Welfare Adopted by
the Washington and Regional Conferences on
Child Welfare, 1919. 15 pp. 1920.

Every Child in School. 15 pp. 1919.

Child-Welfare Programs—Study Outlines for the Use
of Clubs and Classes. 35 pp. 1920.

Average Heights and Weights of Children under Six
Years of Age. 4 pp. 1921.

Play and Recreation—Qutlines for Study. 56 pp. 1923.

Child Labor-——Qutlines for Study. 61 pp. 1926.

A Brief Manual of Games for Organized Play. 37 pp.
1925.

Child Management, by D. A. Thom, M.D. 47 pp.
1928.

Public Aid to Mothers with Dependent Children; ex-
tent and fundamental principles. 24 pp. 1928.

Milk, the Indispensable Food for Children, by Dorothy
Reed Mendenhall, M.D. 43 pp. 1926.

The County as a Unit for an Organized Program of
Child-Caring and Protective Work. 25 pp. 1926.

Children in Agriculture. 81 pp. 1929.

Child Workers on City Streets. 74 pp. 1929.

Baby’s Daily Time Cards (six cards giving daily rou-
tine and training for babies from birth to 2 years of

age).

Books and Pamphlets on Child Care.

Is Your Child’s Birth Recorded?

Feeding the Child.

What Do Growing Children Need?

Minimum Standards of Prenatal Care.

Backyard Playgrounds.

Why Drink Milk? Milk Is the Indispensable Food for
Children.
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No. 4. What Builds Babies? The Mother’s Diet in the Preg-
nant and Nursing Periods.
No. 5. Sunlight for Babies.
No. 6. From School to Work.
No. 7. Community Care of Dependent, Delinquent, and Han-
dicapped Children.
N. 8. Breast Feeding.
No. 9. Keeping the Well Baby Well.
Leaflets: The Children’s Bureau: what it 1s, what it has done, and what it
is doing for the children of the United States.
Federal Aid for the Protection of Maternity and Infancy.
Four Years of the Federal Maternity and Infancy Act.
Lesson Material on Care of the Preschool Child. 9 Leaflets, with
references.

Motion Pictures and Exhibits

The Children’s Bureau has produced five motion pictures and a number
of film strips, and has purchased or designed models, posters, charts, and
maps which may be borrowed for exhibit purposes. A booklet giving full
descriptions of this material and the conditions under which it is lent will
be mailed on request.

MOTION PICTURES

Our Children: 2 reels: showing time, 35 minutes. A film showing the ef-
forts of a community to make itself “‘safe for babies.”

Well Born: 2 reels: showing time, 30 minutes. A film presenting the essen-
tials of prenatal care.

Posture: 2 reels; showing time, 30 minutes. A film presenting new material
on posture and its relation to physical fitness.

Sun-Babies: 1 reel: showing time, 15 minutes. A film showing the benefi-
cial results of sun baths for babies and the methods of giving sun baths.

The Best-Fed Baby: 1 reel; showing time, 15 minutes. A film illustrating
the benefits of breast feeding and the things a mother must do in order
to be able to nurse her baby.

MODELS

City Playground for children.
Maternity and Child-Health Center.
Children’s Nursery.

Sun Baths for Babies.

POSTERS AND CHARTS

From School to Work. A set of 13 posters, 38 by 24 inches, showing mini-
mum standards necessary for the protection of young workers. A
limited number are available for free distribution.

The Health of the Child Is the Power of the Nation. Poster in colors, 18 by
24 inches. Single copies free.

Posture Standards. A set of six charts, 24 by 34 inches, planned for the
Children’s Bureau by Dr. Armin Klein. 50 cents for the set of six; 2%
cents for three boys’ charts or the three girls’ charts separately.
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