





Reverend George Clements
Pastor

Holy Angels Catholic €hurch
Chicago. Illinois

Father George Clements is the founder of the "One Church,
One Child™ adoption program. In November. 1980, he challenged black
churches to provide black adoptive parents for black children wait ing
for adoption in 1inois. This provided the catalyst for highlighting the
many black children waiting for adoption. Through his efforts. 17 states
have replicated the program and 12 others have expressed an interest
in it

In 1980. 700 black children were awaiting adoption in Cook
County. Illinois. Since then, presentations in over 250 Chicago area
churches have helped to reduce that number to 70. An estimated 65.500
black children nationwide have been placed in permanent adoptive
homes due to the efforts of Father Clements and “One Church, One
Child.”

Father Clements has also worked over the vears to strengthen
family life in America. For many years. Holy Angels (hurch has con-
ducted community ontreach and instruction programs to help reduce
teenage pregnancies. prepare teenage fathers to assume responsible fa-
therhood roles. and teach respect for the family unit as the focal point
of productive living.
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Howard A. Davidson, J.D.

Director

National Legal Resource Center for Child Advocacy and Protection
American Bar Association

Washington, D.C.

Since 1974, Howard Davidson has been devoted to the protec-
tion of children under the law. From 1974-1979, he served as a lawyer for
abused. neglected. and delinquent children in the Boston area. He func-
tioned as a neighborhood lawyver for poor children in trouble: led a
special legal program to represent runaway. truant. and allegedly un-
governable children; and organized training for lawyers in improved ju-
venile court practice.

Under his direction since 1979. the American Bar Association’s
National Legal Resource Center for Child Advocacy has become a center
of excellence on children and the law. His work has included child sex-
ual abuse legal reforms. improved legislative and judicial practices in
foster care and permanency planning. special needs adoption, enhanced
system response to missing children and parental kidnapping cases.
increased knowledge of attorneys and court administration in child
support enforcement. and better legal representation for children
throughout the country.

His prolific writings. and the Center’s national conferences and
policy conclaves have provided critical ideas and new directions related
to the legal rights of children. He has been an example and inspiration
to countless attorneys who have been encouraged by him and his Cen-
ter's work to pursue and further enhance their careers in the child
welfare arena.
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Vincent De Francis, J.D.
Retired Director

Children’s Division
American Humane Association
Denver, Colorado

In 1955, Vincent De Francis became the National Director of the
Children’s Division of the American Humane Association and retained
this position until he retired in 1978. He served as a consultant to the
Children’s Bureau. was involved in the passage of the first reporting law,
and was a strong national spokesman in the vears before child abuse
and neglect were recognized as a national priority.

Mr. De Francis initiated and stimulated national attention to
the problem of child abuse and neglect beginning in the 1950's and was
Instrumental in eliciting public interest in addressing the problem.
Through the Children’s Division of the AHA. he arranged for training
and technical assistance to physicians, attorneys, and child protection
workers in virtually every community throughout the nation and estab-
lished the first compilation of statistics and data on the incidence of the
problem and the resources needed to address it. He contributed signifi-
cantly to the expansion of services to prevent and treat child abuse and
neglect and enlisted overwhelming support for the enactment of PL
93-247, the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act in 1974,

—
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David Fanshel, Ph.D.
Professor

Columbia University
New York, New York

Dr. David Fanshel is one of the outstanding child welfare re-
searchers in the country: His creative and significant studies have af-
fected both policies and practices of child welfare. He has also trained a
cadre of individuals who have become outstanding leaders in social wel-
tfare research and policy analysis. He is a scholar. scientist. and human-
itarian devoted to the well-being of children.

Some of his more significant work includes a five-yvear longitu-
dinal investigation of foster children in New York City which called
attention to the importance of parental visitation: psycholinguistic
analysis of therapeutic treatment of family discord: and, creation of an
automated quarterly report series for all children in foster care in New
York City and New York State which has been published for eight vears,
He conducted policy and program analyses of the foster care tracking
data and directed a three-vear evaluation of a child welfare prevention
program by a voluntary agency. Dr. Fanshel is currently designing a
comprehensive information system and is conducting an evaluation of
the Caseyv Family Program. serving difficult foster children in 13 west-
ern states.
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Sister M. Isolina Ferre

Founder and Senior Consultant

Centro Sister Isolina Ferre

Programa del Dispensario San Antonio, Inc.
Ponce, Puerto Rico

Sister M. Isolina Ferre was born in Ponce, Puerto Rico in 1914,
She entered college at the University of Puerto Rico. but departed to
join the Missionary Servants of the Blessed Trinity where she com-
pleted her college studies. In 1956. she was assigned to a community
center in Brooklyn. New York. During this time of social turmoil. Sister
Isolina worked with violent street gangs for over 10 vears.

In 1968, Sister Isolina founded the Center for Orientation and
Services which now carries her name. Her work at the center focused
on prevention and rehabilitation services and advocacy programs for
delinquent and predelinquent vouth, as well as services and care for
handicapped children, runaways. unwed mothers. school dropouts.
families in extreme poverty, and voung adults in need of training and
occupational skills.

Sister Isolina has devoted almost 50 vears to ministry among
the oppressed. especially her fellow Puerto Ricans. Her life has been
characterized by an unceasing commitment to social action among both
rural and urban people. She has served as an advocate for justice among
minorities and has been an instrument of peace among groups bur-
dened by the tensions and conflicts of our changing society.
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Peter Forsythe, J.D.

Vice President

Edna McConnell Clark Foundation
New York, New York

For more than 20 vears. Peter Forsythe has worked to help
adopted children. He and his wife Jovce are themselves adoptive par-
ents and became the “founding parents” of the Council on Adoptable
Children in the late 1960, This national organization has helped to
change policies and practices in many public and private adoption agen-
ctes: many older, disabled. and minority children now find adoptive
homes because of these changes. Mr. Forsythe was also instrumental in
founding Spaulding for Children in Michigan. a special adoption agency
which has been replicated in other states.

In 1971, he became Director of the Michigan Office of Youth
Services. In this position he continued legislative. judicial, and social
service advocacy for children in foster care. adoption. and services 1o
delinquent vouth.

In 1973, Mr. Forsythe accepted his present position with the
Edna McConnell Clark Foundation. In that role. he has successfully ad-
vocated for numerous and innovative programs for children. Through
the use of "seed™ funding from the foundation. numerous state and na-
tional initiatives have been developed in judicial and legal reforms. and
in policy and fiscal incentives. A major funding emphasis has been on
preserving families for children. and on permanent families tfor children
disrupted from their own homes. He has been a strong proponent for
the implementation of PL 96-272. the Child Welfare Act of 1980; and
serves on the Board of the Council on Accreditation of Services for
Children and their Families. Inc.

com—— o
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Beulah Garrett
Foster Parent and Senior Citizen Aide
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania

Mrs. Beulah Garrett has spent her adult lite caring for the
needs of her biological family of nine children as well as the needs of
her “extended family” which has totalled 30 children over the years.
Some of these children were formally In the foster care systenm: some
were not. All shared the need for a loving home and the tender care and
nurturing which Mrs. Garrett so capably provided. Additionally. she has
provided services to several senior citizens in her neighborhood.

Mrs. Garrett began caring for her “extended family™ in 1958
after a dwelling caved in. leaving a mother and her nine children home-
less. Mrs. Garrett made room in her life and home for these children
until their mother was able to find another home for them. Over the
years. she has provided friendship and uncompensated child care to
voung mothers in her community who wanted to return to school to
finish their education.

Today, Mrs. Garrett is a foster parvent to three siblings. ages 12,
10, and 7. She also cooks and provides housckeeping services to three
senior citizens three times a week, assisting them to remain in their
own homes.
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Frederick C. Green, M.D.

President

National Committee for Prevention of Child Abuse
Chicago, Illinois

Dr. Frederick Green has been an outstanding advocate for chil-
dren for over 36 vears. He has been a strong leader of individuals and
organizations and a constant voice for the needs of children. As a pedi-
atrician in private practice in New York City for almost 20 years. he
provided direct care to many children. From 1971 through 1973, Dr.
Green was Associate Chief of the Children’s Bureau. During those years,
he was instrumental in developing PL 93-247, the Child Abuse Preven-
tion and Treatment Act. He also launched the National Center for Child
Advocacy and established the Education for Parenthood program which
was conducted in well over L0O00 high schools and youth clubs
nationwide.

Throughout his illustrious career. Dr. Green has brought the
needs of the most vulnerable children to the attention of policymakers,
the professional community, and the public. [nfant mortality. environ-
mental hazards. child abuse, and health care for minority children have
been of particular concern to Dr. Green and he has helped to effect sig-
nificant local and national changes on these issues. From Capitol Hill to
comumunity clinies, he has affirmed the right of children to receive ap-
propriate. sensitive. and humane health care and social services. As an
educator and administrator. Frederick Green has inspired countless
health care professionals to consider child welfare in its broadest sense
and to constantly keep the needs of the “whole child™ in mind as they
provide medical care. Dr. Green is currently Professor Emeritus at
George Washington University School of Medicine and Health Sciences
and serves on numerous boards and committees concerned with the
health and welfare of children.
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The Honorable John Farr Larson
Retired Juvenile Court Judge
Salt Lake City, Utah

Judge John Farr Larson has dedicated 46 years of his life to the
service of children and families. working as a probation and chief pro-
bation officer. as Director of the Bureau for Services for Children. and as
a Juvenile Court Judge.

During his career, he has provided outstanding leadership in
the areas of child welfare. probation. and the juvenile justice system. He
developed the first foster care program for delinquent youth in Utah
and participated in the development of a progressive youth corrections
program for the state. He was the first administrator in Utah o direct
and manage the Juvenile Court. promoting the philosophy of that court
as one of treatment. individualized justice. and rehabilitation of the
child.

As a judge. John Farr Larson has held fast to his convictions
on the worth of individuals and the ability of vouth to change behavior.
Child welfare staff have looked to him for understanding. enthusiasm.
and compassion. He has been a driving force in the development of child
welfare services in Utah.

—

Provided by the Maternal and Child Health Library, Georgetown University



Victor Pike, M.S.W. Arthur Emlen, Ph.D.

Director Director
Children’s Services ~  and Regional Research Institute
John Day, Oregon Portland State University

Portland, Oregon

In 1972, Victor Pike, a state regional administrator, submitted a
grant to the Childrens Bureau which proposed to identify children in
foster care who would never return home. and free them for adoption.
The grant was funded in 1971, Dr. Arthur Emlen of Portland State Uni-
versity, already nationally known for his work in family day care,
undertook the evaluation of this demonstration project.

The success of this project. which returned about one-third of
the children to their own homes and arranged adoption or other perma-
nent placement for the others. changed national policy and provided
program models for implementing permanency planning. From 1977 to
1981. the Regional Research Institute at Portland State managed a na-
tional dissemination effort spearheaded by Victor Pike. who traveled
and spoke to thousands of state and county workers. During these
vears, the number of children in care decreased by 50 percent. The
effort also provided much of the background and justification for PL
96-272. the Child Welfare Act of 1980, which allowed for clear policy and
procedures on the national level.
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Joseph H. Reid

Retired Executive Director

Child Welfare League of America
New York, New York

Joseph H. Reid joined the Child Welfare League of America in
1950 and served on the staff and as Executive Director until his retire-
ment in 1978. For almost three decades, he provided the strong lead-
ership that built the League into a dynamic organization that has made
important contributions to the field of child welfare and has made a
significant difference in the lives of thousands of children.

Mr. Reid was involved in many of the League’s most significant
accomplishments. His study of residential treatment centers for emo-
tionally disturbed children changed the face of institutional child care.
Research in foster care resulted in improved attention to foster children
and the foster parents who care for them. He initiated the concept of
child welfare standards and saw them expanded into formal accredita-
tion provisions. He also helped to make the League a major presence in
Washington, serving as a strong national advocate for children’s issues.
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SPECIAL AWARD

Children’s Hospital National Medical Center
Washington, D.C.

Children’s Hospital National Medical Center (CHNMC) opened
its doors in 1870 in a rented house in Northeast Washington with 12
beds. Today, the hospital is an ultramodern facility with 279 beds and a
staff of over 2,000 that addresses 35 medical and surgical specialties
and subspecialties.

Children’s Hospital has a four-fold role: as caregiver, educator,
researcher, and advocate. Each year, Children’s Hospital provides care to
nearly 10,000 inpatients and almost 200,000 outpatients in the hospital
and five community clinics. As educator, the hospital trains 170 medical
residents each year, serving as the Department of Child Health and De-
velopment for the George Washington University School of Medicine
and Health Sciences. The Research Department at Children’s is the cen-
ter for dozens of investigations into the prevention, management, and
treatment of childhood diseases. In 1973, CHNMC established the first
hospital-based child advocacy unit in the country. The Office of Child
Health Advocacy spearheads community child health initiatives and
collaborates with other institutions in promoting policies, programs,
and legislation to foster the well-being of children and families.

Community service has always been an integral part of the
mission of Children’s Hospital, which for more than a century has
treated thousands of children whose parents did not have the ability to
pay. Founded on the belief that no child should be denied health care,
the hospital makes it possible for children at all income levels to receive
the most sophisticated and comprehensive treatment available.

An outstanding example of CHNMC's community service is the
Division of Child Protection, a multidisciplinary program that provides
specialized services to some 1,500 physically abused, neglected, and
sexually victimized children and their families each year. Community-
based clinics, child health and safety education programs, accident and
disease prevention campaigns, and a variety of other programs also
further the hospital’s commitment to the Washington community.
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